Prairie Rattlesnake Study
North Table Mountain Park
BACKGROUND
As part of the Jefferson County Open Space small research grants
program, a proposal by Adaptation Environmental Services was approved
for grant funding. This study, entitled Prairie Rattlesnake Movements in
an Urban Landscape and Assessing Visitor Perception, is taking place in
North Table Mountain Park in the summer of 2017.
Overall Goal: Improve visitor safety and awareness
Study Objectives:
1. Use radio-telemetry to track rattlesnakes to determine habitat usage 		
throughout North Table Mountain Park
2. Assess the influence of guided field experiences on knowledge and
perceptions of visitor and staff participants towards rattlesnakes

METHODOLOGY
In April and May of 2017, 12-20 sub-adult or adult
rattlesnakes will be captured under a Colorado Parks
and Wildlife-issued Scientific Collection permit.
Upon capture, each snake will be transported to a
veterinarian for subdermal implantation of radio
transmitters using a method which has proven
safe for prairie rattlesnakes and reliable over many
months in the field. Each implanted snake will be
evaluated for 24-72 hours prior to its release at
its original point of capture. All rattlesnakes with
transmitters will be located three times weekly
using a hand-held receiver and a three-element
folding antenna. Radio-tracking will continue
until movement stops at presumed overwintering
hibernacula in the fall.
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Rattlesnake Safety Tips
BITE PREVENTION
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yy Wear appropriate footwear. Closed-toe shoes are
best.
yy Be aware of your surroundings. This means one ear
bud out at all times, if you are listening to a device as
you enjoy the trail.
yy Leash pets and keep them on a short lead. Dogs
investigate with their face. This means curious dogs
are often bitten on the face, neck and chest.
yy Look before you step, sit or grab. Snakes may be
sunning on the trail or on a rocky ledge. They may
also be tucked under rock or brush for shade.

RATTLESNAKE ENCOUNTERS
If you encounter a snake, practice the 30/30 rule: back
away by 30 feet and give the snake 30 seconds to decide
to leave. Repeat, if necessary. Throwing rocks or trying to
move a snake only makes them defensive. Ask yourself,
“Do I really want to engage with an angry rattlesnake?”
The answer should be, “No.”

FIRST AID
In the unlikely event of a rattlesnake bite, remain calm
and call 911. Be prepared to provide your exact location
on the trail (trail name, park name, closest trail junction).
Keep the bitten area at or below the level of the heart.
Do not attempt to cut, suck, ice or otherwise mess with
the bite area. Anticipate swelling and remove rings,
bracelets or other items that might constrict with severe
swelling. Monitor for severe allergic reactions and
immediately update dispatch if you experience trouble
breathing.
If a pet is bitten, the animal needs to be evacuated and
will need immediate medical attention. Call ahead to
make sure your vet stocks anti-venom. If they do not,
they can advise of the closest location that does.

Study
Information
For more information on the study
and to follow along with the
progress visit:
coloradoherping.com/
rattler-tattler
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