Boards and Commissions
Historical Commission

Hall of Fame Honorees
Each year since 1979 two individuals significant in county history or in the preservation
of county history, one living and one deceased, have been named to the Hall of Fame.

Boards and Commissions
Historical Commission

Year

Historical Honorees

Present-Day Honorees

2022

Jeannette “Netty” Ferrell,
Helen Ferrell Berthoud,
& Mary Sharp Clow Boyd;
the “Honored Mothers
of Golden”

John Litz

2021

Dr. Mary Josepha Williams
Douglas, “Dr. Jo”

Lorenzo Trujillo, Ed.D, J.D.

2020

Katherine Lee Craig

Linda Kirkpatrick

2019

Saint Frances Xavier
“Mother” Cabrini

Steve Friesen

Year

Historical Honorees

Present-Day Honorees

2002

Robert Williamson Steele

Robert W. (Bob)
Richardson

Boards
and Commissions
John C. Vivian
Dolores A. Wenk Ebner

2001

Historical Commission

Boards and Commissions
Historical Commission

2000

Adolph Coors

Deanna Rose Leino

1999

George S. Green

Irma Wyhs

1998

Georgina E. Brown

Louise F. Turner

1997

Lucian M. Ralston

Connie Fahnestock

1996

Marie A. Creighton

Ruth S. Richardson

2018

The Staunton Family

Margaret T. Chapman

1995

Kathleen E. (Kay) Klepetko

Marcetta R. Lutz

2017

Buffalo Bill

Robert Alvin “Bob” Briggs

1994

Charles Holder Easley

Richard A. (Dick) Ronzio

2016

Joe Tempel

1993

Thomas C. Bergen

Jane M. Gardner

2015

Chief Colorow, Thomas J. Carney, Sally White

1992

Sara L. (Sandy) Crain

Carol Karlin

2014

J. W. Green

Marian Metsopoulos

1991

Ruth Small Stockton

Clark Stone

2013

George W. Olinger

Greg Stevinson

1990

Samuel Wallace Johnson

Louise M. (Peg) Johnstone

2012

Viona ‘Vi’ Mae Hader

John C. Bandimere, Jr.

1989

Charles Scherling Ryland

Lorene L. Horton

2011

George & Sarah Church

Norma Anderson

1988

John Brisben Walker

Naomi Kullerstrand Olson

2010

Alexander &
Emeline Rooney

Rich Ferdinandsen

1987

Torrence Corbin

Francis B. Rizzari

2009

Laura Miller

Marjorie (Bunny) Clement

1986

Elmer E. Wyland

Lloyd W. Gorrell

2008

William (Bill) A. Knott

Hal Shelton

1985

William W. Wilmore

Patricia K. Wilcox

2007

Charles Warren Dake

Hank Alderfer

1984

George West

Hazel L. Humphrey

2006

Harold Bray

Don Ebner

1983

John L. Jerome

Mary Helen Crain

2005

Rev. Arthur Lakes

Connie Fox

1982

Benjamin F. Wadsworth

Homer L. Pearson

1981

William A.H. Loveland

Glenn R. Scott

2004

Robert Boyles Bradford

Barbara and
Eugene Sternberg

1980

Edward L. Berthoud

Catherine P. Dittman

2003

George Morrison, Sr.

Lois Cunniff Lindstrom
Kennedy

1979

Dr. Charles D. Spivak

Robert F. Clement
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Adolph Coors

Arthur Lakes

Barb & Eugene Sternberg

Ben Franklin Wadsworth

BUFFALO BILL
Legend still shapes Jeffco history
William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody
was born Feb. 26, 1846, in
LeClaire, Iowa, but his family moved to Leavenworth,
KS, in 1854. Leavenworth,
on the edge of the largely
unexplored Great Plains,
became the “jumping off”
point for his Western experiences that laid the ground
work for his show, Buffalo
Bill’s Wild West.
Before he was 27, Cody had
experienced “Bleeding Kansas,” the Civil War, crossing
Buffalo Bill
the Plains in a wagon train
at age 11, the Pony Express,
trapping, cattle herding, the
1859 Colorado Gold Rush,
scouting for the U.S Army
during the Indian Wars and buffalo hunting, the source
of his nickname.
His first visit to Golden was in 1859 when he passed
through the area on the way to the gold fields near
Central City. It was the first of many trips through the
area that would later become the Jefferson County we
know today. For 10 years, he appeared in plays about
the West on stages at places such as the Central City
Opera House. Then in 1883, he created Buffalo Bill’s
Wild West, a show that travelled all over the United
States and most of Europe. His background in the
West, the Wild West show, the many dime novels written about him and his prominence as one of America’s
first great celebrities made him a legendary character
who helped forge both the myths and realities of the
American West.
Buffalo Bill died Jan. 10, 1917, near downtown Denver.
On Jan. 14, he laid in state in the Colorado State Capitol until his funeral, held that day at the Elks Lodge,
Denver. Before his death, he asked to be buried on
Decoration Day on Lookout Mountain, near Golden.
In accordance with his wishes, he was laid to rest June
3, 1917, on Lookout Mountain. This year marks the
100th anniversary of his death in Denver and burial in
Golden.

From the moment Buffalo Bill was laid to rest, his
burial site became a major
attraction, drawing people
to Golden from all over the
world. The first airplane to
fly over Golden did so on its
way to drop flowers onto
his grave. In 1921, the Pahaska Tepee, offering visitor services and a museum,
was opened by Buffalo Bill’s
foster son, Johnny Baker.
In that first year of operation, the Pahaska Tepee
and gravesite was visited by
more than 77,000 people.
The overall site, which includes the museum, grave,
Pahaska Tepee gift shop
and café, picnicking areas and the breathtaking view,
was visited by almost half a million people in 2016. Today, the Buffalo Bill Grave and Museum consistently
ranks in the top 10 attractions in the Denver Metro
Area. The site is also the number two tourist attraction
in Golden, states “TripAdvisor.” It contributes to the
number one ranking of Lookout Mountain as a Golden
attraction. A statute of Buffalo Bill stands in the Center
of Washington Avenue in downtown Golden. Golden
celebrates Buffalo Bill Days annually, which attractions thousands of people to the city.
While Buffalo Bill never actually resided in Jefferson
County during his life, he has resided here in death
for the past 100 years. During these years, he has attracted millions of people to Jefferson County, who, in
turn, bring millions of dollars to the local economy. In
a very real sense, he has had an impact on the cultural,
political, industrial, public service and educational life
of the county.
Buffalo Bill truly shaped the history of Jefferson County.
His ongoing presence, even in death, will continue to
shape the county’s future. William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody
was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in October 2017.

Carol Karlin

Catherine P. Dittman

Charles Holder Easley

Charles Scherling Ryland

Charles David Spivak

Charles Warren Dake

Clark Stone

COLOROW
A Jefferson County Legend

Colorow

Chief Colorow was adopted and raised by the Muwache Utes; however he was born a Comanche. As an
adult, Colorow stood six-feet tall and was quite adapt at horse trading. He knew the Spanish and made
acquaintance with the mountain fur traders, trappers and military men. Traveling throughout what is now
Colorado for over a quarter century, Chief Colorow knew every trail, tribe and chief along the way and became a great statesman and respected leader of his people. According to Rooney family legend, Alexander Rooney, the original settler, smoked the peace pipe with Chief Colorow under the Inspiration Tree. This
Ponderosa Pine, dated at more than 500 years, honors the long-standing peace between the Rooney family
and the Utes. The tree is on the National Register of Historic Places, along with the Rooney Ranch, and is a
Jefferson County Natural Historic Landmark.
The name “Colorow” appears on many signs and places throughout Jefferson County — Colorow Mountain
Park, Colorow Hill, Colorow Road, and Colorow’s “Inspiration Tree” to name a few. On December 11, 1888,
Chief Colorow died of pneumonia on the reservation.
The Jefferson County Historical Commission wishes to recognize the historical and factual contributions
Chief Colorow made to Jefferson County, our state and nation. Chief Colorow was elected to the Jefferson
County Hall of Fame in October, 2015.

Connie Fahnestock

Connie Fox

Deanna Leino

Dolores A. Ebner

Donald E. Ebner

Edward Louis Berthoud

Elmer Wyland

Francis Brouse Rizzari

George + Sarah Church

GEORGE and SARAH CHURCH
Jefferson County Residents from 1857 to 1921
George Henry Church was born on December 1, 1830 in Rochester, New York. He passed away in 1918. Sarah
Henderson Miller Church was born on October 30, 1838 in Toulon, Illinois. She passed away in 1921. They are
both interred at Crown Hill Cemetery.
In 1857 George Henry and Sarah Henderson Miller Church and family came to this area in an ox drawn wagon.
The Gold Rush was their reason for coming and they purchased land near Mount Vernon. After their house
burnt down in 1863 the Churches built a 12-room house on 160 acres along Walnut Creek, in present day Westminster. It subsequently became an overnight stop on the Overland Stagecoach Route that ran from Denver
stopping at Church’s Crossing Stage Stop and then continuing to Boulder. The most notable guests were Ulysses
S. Grant and his daughter who stayed there in 1868.
The barn and silos are still standing at the Church Ranch Farm south of Church Ranch Boulevard and east of
Olde Wadsworth in Westminster. The Churches became the first to bring irrigation water from across the mountains to the Eastern Slope and Hereford cattle into the State of Colorado in 1869. George Henry brought the first
ring-neck pheasants to Colorado, and one of the first to introduce dry land wheat farming techniques.
The Churches started the practice of taking cattle over Rollins Pass into Middle Park each summer. Grand
County has a Church Park west of Fraser, named for this pioneer family.
The Church Ditch under Berthoud Pass brought First and Second Creek water to be used in Jefferson County.
Church Upper Lake, located on the Rocky Mountain Airport property, stored that water, and became the first
irrigation storage lake in Colorado. The Lower Church Lake located at 110th and Olde Wadsworth was another
part of their irrigation system.
The Churches knew the importance of water in this arid land, they endured many hardships. The fifth generations of their descendants still live and work on the basis of the enterprise they developed.
The Church Ranch is listed on the Colorado Historical Centennial Farm program which recognizes farms and
ranches owned and operated by the same family for 100 years or more. In 2005 the Buckman Place now owned
by Charles McKay, 9600 Indiana Street, was listed on the County’s Register of Landmark Properties by the Jefferson County Historical Commission.
George and Sarah Church were elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in November 2011.

George Green

George Morrison, Sr.

GEORGE WASHINGTON OLINGER
Businessman, Developer, Community Leader

George Washington Olinger

George Washington Olinger was born in Santa Fe, New Mexico in 1882 to John and Emma Olinger.
George’s father was an undertaker who moved his family to Denver in 1890 and opened an undertaking parlor at 15th and Platte Streets in the Denver Highland area. When his father died, George
became partners with his mother and over time took over control of the Olinger Undertaking Parlors. George married Mary Flagg in 1905 and they had two children, Gwendolyn “Boots” in 1908 and
George Junior in 1912.
Olinger was active in owning and managing a variety of business enterprises in the Wheat Ridge
and Denver area from the early 1900s until his death in 1954. In 1907, Olinger purchased more than
200 acres between West 26th and West 32nd avenues. This became Crown Hill Memorial Park. He
was also involved in many civic, philanthropic, cultural, and religious organizations throughout
his lifetime. George established Highlander Boys, Temple of Youth, and the Geneva Glen Camp for
Young People. Olinger also employed and financially supported vocal and keyboard musicians including the Olinger Quartet, which preformed at public, cultural, and religious events as well as on
the radio.
Jefferson County Historical Commission recognizes George Olinger for his contributions as a successful businessman, developer, and community leader.
George Washington Olinger was elected to the Jefferson County Hall of Fame in 2013.

George West

Georgina E. Brown

Glenn R. Scott.

GREG STEVINSON
Businessman, Developer, Community Leader

Greg Stevinson

Greg Stevinson is a Jefferson County native; he and his wife, Sue, are residents of Ken-Caryl Ranch
and have lived in Jefferson County for over fifty years. Greg was a member of the Jefferson County
Open Space Advisory Committee from 1988 to 2009 and served 10 terms as chairman. He also
chaired the grassroots volunteer citizen committee called Save Open Space during the 1998 election, which resulted in a successful ballot initiative to finance the accelerated acquisition of open
space through revenue bonds. The land holdings of Jefferson County Open space nearly doubled
as a result of the purchases that followed that campaign. Greg is also a founding member of Jeffco Open Space Foundation, now doing business as the Jeffco Outdoors Foundation.
Greg is a former chairman of the board of Craig Hospital and serves on the boards of the Colorado Baseball Stadium District, the Red Rocks Community College Foundation, the West Chamber, Regis High School, Jefferson Economic Council, the Midwest Research Institution, and the
Colorado Commission on Higher Education. He was a founder of the Colorado Business and Innovation Center.
The Jefferson County Historical Commission recognizes Greg Stevinson for his broad involvement
across Jefferson County, particularly his role in public service, education, cultural contributions
through donation of artwork in public spaces, and industry by bringing retail and residential development to Jefferson County.
Greg Stevinson was elected to the Jefferson County Hall of Fame in October, 2013.

Hal Shelton

Hank Alderfer

Harold Elliott Bray

Hazel Lucia Humphrey

Homer L Pearson

HONORED MOTHERS OF GOLDEN
MARY BOYD, JEANNETTE FERRELL, AND HELEN BERTHOUD
Pioneers of Golden, caring for the sick, providing for veterans, and establishing
the city’s endearing healthful tone of civil and friendly character.

Mary Sharp Clow Boyd (1815-1871) one of
Golden’s first citizens, arrived in June 1859.
With her husband, future Jefferson County
Judge and Commissioner Theodore Perry Boyd,
they built Golden’s first private residence. She
sang hymns at Golden’s first church service
and was credited as being among those ladies
whose influence for good “was far-reaching
and undeniable, making Golden of the most
orderly of all the camps in this whole mountain region.” In 1860, the Boyds built one of
Wheat Ridge’s first farms and created Boyd’s
Crossing on Clear Creek. Mary was the founding president of the Ladies Samaritan Society,
Jeffco’s first medical organization. She also
helped found Calvary Episcopal Church in
Golden in 1867.
Jeannette “Nettie” Nichols Ferrell (18081862) was the first female settler in the Golden townsite. She arrived with husband, future
Jefferson County Commissioner John Milo
Ferrell, as the second settlers of the valley in
May 1859. Ferrell and her husband built and
operated the Miners Hotel, where she became
a regionally renowned cook and likely Jeffco’s
first female business owner. Among those she
served likely included youth teamster William
“Buffalo Bill” Cody. With three other women, she prepared the original regalia of the Golden Masonic Lodge, #1 in Colorado. Ferrell
was the mother of Helen Berthoud.
Helen Samaria Ferrell Berthoud (1830-1887) and husband, Edward Louis Berthoud, arrived in Golden in 1860 and assisted her
parents in running the Miners Hotel. Quickly gaining respect, Helen was among those pioneer women that “by her influence and
little acts of motherly and sisterly kindness, gave a healthful tone to
the rough element that without them would have run wild beyond
control.” During the Civil War, Helen served as a nurse in camp
and on the battlefield, treating the sick and combat casualties of
the battles involving Colorado volunteers in Indian Territory, Kansas, and Missouri. This began her enduring legacy of service to the
troops, which continued after the war through her involvement in
the Women’s Relief Corps.
The drawing interpretation of the Honored Mothers of Golden, created by artist
Lynette Vaughan, was feautred on the 2022 cover of Historically Jeffco magazine.

Irma Wyhs

Jane Munro Gardner

Joe Tempel
Dedicated to public service in Jefferson County
Joe Tempel

For more than 25 years, Joe Tempel has been dedicated to making Jefferson County a better place.
In 1986, Joe was a founder of Rocky Flats Cleanup Commission whose purpose was to review Department of Energy documents that discussed the cleanup of Rocky Flats. These efforts were instrumental
in the 1989 closure of Rocky Flats and its subsequent cleanup.
Joe was a founder of the Friends of Dinosaur Ridge in 1989. Its purpose was to preserve and educate
the public about the natural history of Dinosaur Ridge, a National Natural Landmark. He served as
board member, vice president, president and executive director until his retirement in 2014. The success of Dinosaur Ridge can be attributed to the collaborations Joe helped foster among the Friends
and the Town of Morrison, City of Lakewood, City of Golden, Jefferson County, University of Colorado,
Colorado School of Mines, Colorado Department of Natural Resources, United States Geological Survey and National Park Service.
Joe was responsible for constructing the Dinosaur Ridge Visitor Center and the Discovery Center that
orient visitors to the Ridge. Joe also helped establish Triceratops Trail at the Fossil Trace Golf Course,
Golden, along with interpretive signs. All the improvements at Dinosaur Ridge and Triceratops Trail
and the professional guides help educate 160,000 visitors every year.
Joe was a founder of Lariat Loop Heritage Alliance in 1991. Its purpose was to educate the public
about the history and natural history along the Lariat Loop National Scenic Byway. Joe served as
board member, president and executive director. He was instrumental in constructing seven interpretive stops.
Joe Tempel was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in 2016.

John Brisben Walker

JOHN C. BANDIMERE, JR.
Businessman – Community Leader
John Bandimere Jr.

John Charles Bandimere, Jr., was born in 1938 in Denver, Colorado, to John and Frances Bandimere. In
1940 his family moved to Jefferson County. John attended Columbia Heights Elementary School and
Wheat Ridge Junior and Senior High Schools. Throughout his school days he was involved in schoolsponsored clubs and played baseball, basketball, and football. He began doing part-time work within his
family’s automotive business, which unknowingly prepared him for a life focused around the automobile. In 1961 he married Lorraine Webber, and they had three children: Tami, Johnna, and John III. John
was a member of the Air National Guard and in 1962 was activated during the Cuban Crisis. He coached
little league football, basketball, and softball, and was involved with his church, teaching Sunday School
and serving as a Deacon, choir member, and finance board chairman.
In 1970 John became President and General Manager of the Bandimere Speedway and led it to its National Hot Rod Association membership in 1978.Under John’s leadership the facility is now host to the
largest annual motorsports events in Colorado. The speedway’s high school drag-racing program has
grown to be a nationally recognized program, providing a safe facility and supervised environment for
adults and kids to take out their “need for speed.” John’s community involvement is extensive: he has
served on the Guaranty Bank West Advisory Board, the West Chamber, the National Hot Rod Association,
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Colorado Motorsports Hall of Fame Board, Colorado Christian University Foundation Board, Red Rocks Community College Foundation, and Rooney Valley Association.
John Bandimere, Jr. was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in October
2012.

John L. Jerome

John C. Vivian

John Litz
John Litz was born in what is now Zambia, in south
central Africa. His initial education was in Zambia
and South Africa. His family returned to the United States in 1945 and 1946, originally settling in
Omaha before making
Colorado home in 1950.
Later, he graduated from
East Denver High School,
studied at the Colorado School of Mines, and
earned a master’s degree
from the University of
Colorado. He works as a
self-employed Metallurgical Engineer. His specialty
is developing processes
for the recovery of metals
from ores, concentrates
and recyclable materials.
Self-described as a person
who can’t say no, John
managed a pre-school/
day care in Grand Junction for the Jaycees. After
joining Kiwanis in Lewiston, New York, he organized their Annual Peach
Festival, which earned
more than $30,000 for the organization. As a member of Applewood Kiwanis, John was President for two
terms, Secretary for four terms, and Treasurer for
four terms. Now a member of Wheat Ridge Kiwanis,
he is currently Secretary for the group. John was a
volunteer for ARC in Jefferson and Gilpin Counties for
nineteen years.

John was an original member of Plan Jeffco in 1972,
a group that organized the campaign to create Jefferson County Open Space through a ballot initiative.
He co-authored the resolution approved by the voters that year. (This year
marks the 50th anniversary of Jeffco Open Space,
one of the nation’s finest
parks programs.) John
also helped organize the
campaign to authorize
the $160 million bond issue that has funded Open
Space’s acquisition of
many important properties. Still active with Plan
Jeffco, he has served on
the Open Space Advisory Committee for twenty
years. He is Secretary/
Treasurer of the Jeffco
Outdoors
Foundation
and a member of the
Applewood Foundation.
John was instrumental in
arranging for the Jeffco
Outdoors Foundation to
offer free field trips for
students at Title I schools in Jeffco to Hiwan Heritage
Museum and the Lookout Mountain Nature Center.
John has also authored twenty-three publications on
various metallurgy and engineering topics and holds
sixteen patents. Few people have benefited Jefferson
County and the surrounding area more than John
Litz. We are proud to add his name to the Jefferson
County Hall of Fame in 2022.

J. W. GREEN
Pioneer, Businessman, Community Leader

J.W. Green

J. W. Green arrived in Buffalo in September 1879. He was 16 years of age and had traveled from
his birth place in Independence, Virginia. He was employed by the Morrison Timber Company as
a logger and made his first home, a lean-to built between two large granite boulders, along Buffalo Creek.
He worked as a logger and by 1883 he owned the store, “J.W.Green, Dealer in Everything”.
Between 1885 and 1888, he acquired a hotel, sawmill and a house with lots along the North Fork
of the South Platte River.
His sawmill supplied railroad ties for the Denver Tramway. In the heyday of business, five spur
tracks were built for unloading merchandise and loading lumber. Every day 25 to 30 cars of lumber were shipped to Denver. In 1937 when the railroad pulled up the tracks, trucks were used to
deliver the lumber.
In 1886, President Grover Cleveland appointed J. W. Green, Postmaster of Buffalo Creek. He maintained that position until 1915, when his son took over the position. By 1899, Mr. Green was a
deputy sheriff for Buffalo Creek and the surrounding area. He oversaw voting from the time he
bought the store until his death in 1948.
Mr. Green worked his way up from a newcomer to the new Denver, South Park and Pacific Railroad stop called “Buffalo” to a successful businessman, postmaster, deputy sheriff and community activist to provide for the residents of Buffalo Creek.
J. W. Green was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in 2014.

KATHERINE LEE CRAIG
Katherine Lee Craig was
named to the Jefferson
County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in 2020.
Craig was nominated by
JCHC member Steve Engle
because of her dedication
to quality education and
her focus on the individual
student. She also represented equality between
genders, decades before
nationwide suffrage.

Katharine Lee Craig

Born in Missouri in the
spring of 1862, Katherine Lee Craig was raised
on Lookout Mountain by
her homesteader parents.
Katherine—also
called
Kate and Kittie—had two
younger brothers.
Craig was highly educated for her day, attending the
University of Colorado, Missouri Valley College, and
the Teacher’s College at the State Normal School in
Greeley—now the University of Northern Colorado.
After graduating, Craig taught school at Rockland
School on Lookout Mountain, and in public schools
in Denver and Salt Lake City.
Women in Colorado were granted the right to vote
in 1893, thus also allowing women to run for elected offices. Starting in 1904, Craig was elected to her
first term as Colorado State Superintendent of Public
Instruction. (Today this position is called the Commissioner of Education and is appointed by the State
Board of Education.) Craig was elected to this post
three more times over the next 28 years. In 1909—
between terms as State Superintendent—she served
as field secretary at Colorado Woman’s College.
During her first year in office as State Superintendent,
Craig undertook a project which had a particularly
significant impact. Each year since statehood, Colorado’s education department issues a publication
of Colorado school laws. Craig wanted to make its
contents more helpful to educators, and so created
a more user-friendly, annotated version of the tome.

Craig was well-known in Colorado political circles and
was a member of numerous
clubs and leagues, including
serving as Vice President
of the National Education
Association (NEA). She was
even discussed as a possible candidate for Denver
mayor in 1910.

Craig was also a prolific
writer. In her role as Superintendent of Public Instruction she wrote many
textbooks, including Primary Geography, Craig’s
Brief History of Colorado
for Teachers and Students,
as well as guidebooks for
educators, such as How to
Improve Rural Schools and Teachers’ Character Building. Showing another side of her writing talents, Craig
published a romance novel titled Judge Greyburn and
Kathlene Lee, prior to holding elected offices.
Katherine Lee Craig died on April 1, 1934. Her body
lay in state at the Colorado State Capitol, a fitting
tribute to this tireless, highly respected, and popular
advocate for teachers and students alike. She is buried near her parents in the historic Rockland Cemetery on Lookout Mountain. A large native stone put in
place by local citizen Strode Ralston marks her grave.
On her death, Craig left various items to the Colorado State Museum or the Colorado State Historical
Society, including a powder horn used in the Mexican
War, historic photos, a cruet stand, a doll cradle, a
comforter, and other articles of historical interest.
Her will/testament also stated that her manuscripts
and essays dealing with historical subjects be given
to the executor, along with $1,000 to have the documents edited and published, “to stimulate interest in
the history of Colorado.”
Craig willed a parcel of her family’s land to the City
of Denver. The land later served as a Girl Scout Camp
and a Civilian Conservation Corps camp. Katherine L.
Craig Park on Lookout Mountain is now part of Denver
Mountain Parks.

Kathleen E. Kay Klepetko

Laura Miller

LINDA KIRKPATRICK
Linda Kirkpatrick was
named to the Jefferson
County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in
2020. She was nominated
by John Steinle, JCHC member, for her energy and
enthusiasm for organizing and funding volunteer
community organizations
and for preserving the
spectacular landscapes of
western Jefferson County.

Linda Kirkpatrick

While Linda Kirkpatrick
should technically sport
a “Colorado Transplant”
bumper sticker on her car,
she has done so much for
her adopted state in the
50+ years she has lived
here, she could rightfully
display the “Colorado Native” sticker instead.
Linda moved from Montgomery, N.Y., to Colorado
in 1968. In 1981 she married John Kirkpatrick and
moved to Evergreen, where she quickly became one of
that mountain community’s most energetic activists.
Working with the local volunteer ambulance service,
Linda was instrumental in fundraising for land purchase and construction to build a new ambulance
facility. She was also active in fundraising for Mount
Evans Hospice and the Bootstraps scholarship and
loans program. In the mid-1990s, Linda co-founded
Leadership Evergreen, orienting residents into an
overall picture of the community and grooming them
for leadership roles.
Linda has been a true leader in land preservation,
spearheading the fundraising and logistics to save
the 408-acre Noble Meadow, a scenic and wildlife corridor along Highway 74 near Bergen Park. She also

assisted in organizing the
Mountain Area Land Trust
(MALT), later becoming its
Executive Director. Linda
also helped to coordinate
the Evergreen Land Community Coalition in purchasing land for Buchanan
Park and Stagecoach Park.
Linda supported and publicized the entire spectrum of Evergreen-area
non-profit volunteer organizations through her
Upbeat newspaper; a
photo column feature for
the Canyon Courier newspaper; and her webzine
called JustAroundHere.

Numerous area organizations have recognized Linda’s leadership and dedication to her community. The long list of honors she
has earned include:
•

Jefferson County Sheriff’s Commendation

•

Evergreen Community Service Award

•

Small Business of the Year Award from
Evergreen Chamber of Commerce

•

Daughters of the American Revolution Award
for Excellence in Community Service

•

Jeffco Action Center Outstanding
Volunteer Award

•

Lifetime Leadership Award from
Leadership Evergreen

In addition, Linda was named one of the 150 most
contributing citizens in Jefferson County in the book
Jefferson County Colorado—A Unique and Eventful
History,, published in 2009.
History
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LORENZO TRUJILLO, ED.D, J.D.
Dr. Lorenzo Trujillo was
named to the Jefferson
County Hall of Fame in
2021. He was nominated
by Bonnie Scudder, JCHC
member. Lorenzo qualified
in several categories: for
his impact on educational
advancements, his interest
in promoting and preserving Hispanic artistic and
cultural traditions, and his
lifelong dedication to public service—within Jeffco.
Lorenzo Trujillo served as
Executive Director of Humanities overseeing both
the Foreign Language
and English as a Second
Language (ESL) and other
programs in Jeffco’s Public Schools from 1982 to
1990, after which he was formally recognized for
his “distinguished service and significant contribution to quality education.” His contributions include
many published works, including books, manuals,
and monographs in both English and Spanish; longstanding participation in various professional organizations; and ongoing support of a range of local
programs and events, most notably the Jeffco Language Camp.
Born in Denver and raised in a performing arts family,
Trujillo is a talented violinist, guitarist, and vocalist
affiliated with the Southwest Musicians and Dancers,
sharing their rich Hispanic heritage through song
and dance around the state. A member of the Tesoro
Board of Directors at The Fort in Morrison since 2007,
he is regarded as “one of Colorado’s prime culture
bearers and artistic assets,” and was awarded the
Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts (1996) for
his spirited efforts in keeping ethnic dance alive and
accessible. As he has noted: “Folk dance is one of the
purest forms of cultural preservation. Within every
folk dance is contained the history, psychology, and
culture of a race of people.”
Lorenzo received his B.A and M.A. from the University
of Colorado, then attended the University of San
Francisco, where he completed his Ed.D. in Education.
After directing the Humanities Program in the Jeffco

Schools, he returned to
the University of Colorado
to receive his Juris Doctor
degree in Law. In 2007,
Trujillo received the Latino
Lawyer of the Year award
from the Hispanic National
Bar Association.
Trujillo has also been involved with many charitable or public service organizations, representing
the Denver Mayor’s Commission on the Arts, the
Colorado Chicano Arts and
Humanities Council, the
National Endowment for
the Arts, the Lakewood Arts
Council, and many other
non-profits, including Tesoro. A longtime attorney,
he has served as Assistant
Dean and Professor of Law at the University of Colorado Law School. His policy work in education led
him to a task force of the U.S. Senate where he addressed Education of Latino Youth, including early
childhood education, K-12, access to higher education, and the Dream Act. He has addressed issues of
language equity for non-English speaking students,
resulting in two favorable decisions by the Colorado
Supreme Court. His focus on truancy, suspension,
and expulsion procedures in the public schools resulted in statewide adoption of intervention policies and statutory provisions to keep K-12 youth in
schools across the state.
Lorenzo and his family lived on Green Mountain in
Lakewood for over 30 years. Two of his three children
graduated from Green Mountain High School. The
Jefferson County Historical Commission is proud to
honor Lorenzo Trujillo as this year’s living recipient
of our prestigious Hall of Fame Award for his many
accomplishments as an author of books, manuals,
monographs, and other educational works in English
and Spanish, his outstanding service as a Jeffco
administrator, and his significant role in the cultural
preservation of the rich Hispanic heritage through
song and dance. It is highly significant that he is
receiving this award at The Fort, where he has shared
his talents for many years.

Louise M. Peg Johnstone

Louise F. Turner

Lucian M. Ralston

Marcetta Rhoads Lutz

MARGARET T. CHAPMAN
Public Servant, Historian, Volunteer
Former Jefferson County
Public Trustee Margaret T.
Chapman was appointed
three times to lead one of
the state’s busiest public
trustee offices. She was
first appointed as public
trustee in 2007 by Gov.
Bill Ritter, reappointed in
2011 and 2012 by Gov.
Hickenlooper, and served
until her resignation in
April 2018.

Margaret T. Chapman

Margaret has worked as
a legislative aide for former Colorado Rep. Gwyn
Green. She was assistant
branch manager for TIME
LIFE Libraries, Inc., a division of Time Warner, Inc. She has worked for the
National Association of Counties, Colorado Counties, Inc. and the Missouri Association of Counties.
Margaret was also the director of education and
marketing for the Colorado Association of Realtors.

Margaret earned a Bachelor of Journalism degree from the University
of
Missouri-Columbia
School of Journalism.
She was a member of the
Public Trustee Association of Colorado, where
she served as chair of the
Forms Committee and
was a member of the Legislative Committee.

Margaret has been a resident of unincorporated
Jefferson County for more
than 40 years, and is married to William F. Chapman, Jr., who is retired
from the Jefferson County
Sheriff’s Department Crime Lab.
In 2007, Margaret was appointed to the Jefferson
County Historical Commission and served as recording secretary and editor of the commission’s
Historically Jeffco magazine. She is a member of
the National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution Blue Spruce Chapter in Lakewood.
Margaret was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in 2018.

MARIAN METSOPOULOS
Historian

Marian Metsopoulos

Marian Moeller Metsopoulos, a native of Chanute, Kansas, attended Kansas State University, receiving a BS
Degree in Home Economics. From the University of Texas Medical School, in Dallas, TX, she earned a Masters
in Medical Art. She married Major William Metsopoulos, a career Air Force navigator, and had a daughter,
Lisa Norris. On his retirement in 1964, the family moved to the Lakewood area.
A horticulturist at heart, Marian planned the landscaping of their garden, which was opened to the public
for tours. In 1969 she volunteered as “gardener” at the Foothills Art Center, and then served as director for 18
years. She worked with artists to promote watermedia and oil paintings, sculpture, pottery, quilting, weaving,
jewelry, needlework, poetry, and music. At that time the Rocky Mountain National Watermedia Exhibition
was born and is still bringing watermedia paintings from throughout the United States to Golden. She initiated the Holiday Arts Market, attracting large crowds to the Center. Marian is an award-winning member of
the Embroiderers’ Guild of America.
As past president of the Applewood Reliques, a chapter of the Questers International, she has written grants
for preservation and restoration of the Creighton Pumphouse and the Wide Acres Interurban Trolley Stop,
now on the grounds of Lakewood’s Twentieth Century Museum. She published a booklet on the history of the
Consolidated Mutual Water Company.
In 1995, with Marian’s leadership, the Lakewood Historical Society had two structures placed on the National
Register of Historic Places: Davies’ Chuck Wagon Diner and the 1888 Schnell Farm. The Register of Historic
Landmarks in Lakewood now lists 22 structures, thanks to much diligent work. She was instrumental in leading a group to refurbish the WWII Memorial, which bears the names of Lakewood High School’s students lost
in World War II. Marian has edited The Lakewood Historian, a quarterly newsletter for the Society, for 22 years.
She also created the Dennis Vanderhoof Lakewood History Essay Contest with prizes totaling $2,000, received
each year from the estate of Mr. Vanderhoof. The winners are published in The Lakewood Historian.
Marian was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in 2014.

Marie A. Creighton

Marjorie Bunny Clement

Mary Helen Crain

Dr. Mary Josepha Williams Douglas, “Dr. Jo”

DR. MARY JOSEPHA WILLIAMS DOUGLAS, “DR. JO”
Dr. Mary Josepha Williams
Douglas, known as “Dr. Jo,”
was named to the Jefferson
County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in 2021.
Douglas was nominated by John Steinle, JCHC
member, for her pioneering efforts in religious and
musical education, and in
advocating for women in
the medical profession.
Mary Josepha Williams
was born at Fortress Monroe, Virginia in 1860, the
daughter of Captain, later
General, Thomas Williams
and Mary Neosho Bailey
Williams. General Williams
was killed during the Civil
War at the Battle of Baton
Rouge in 1862.
Josepha’s mother Mary inherited a great deal of real
estate in Detroit, which later became the basis for the
family’s wealth as the auto industry developed there.
In the early 1880s Mary and Josepha moved from
Newburgh, NY to Colorado to be near Mary’s brother
Dr. Tom Williams, who had a medical practice in the
Evergreen area. They were devout Episcopalians and
helped found the first African American Episcopalian
church in Denver. Josepha graduated from Gross Medical College in 1889, becoming one of the first women
to earn a medical degree in Colorado. She and fellow
Gross graduate, Dr. Madeline Marquette, opened the
Marquette-Williams Sanitarium on Pearl Street in Denver in 1891. This was one of the first nurses’ training
schools in Colorado, if not the first. Josepha became
known as “Dr. Jo.”
In 1893 Mary and Josepha purchased land in Evergreen and created their mountain retreat, “Camp
Neosho.” It eventually encompassed eight to ten buildings plus a tent colony, emulating the “Great Camps”
of the Adirondacks. The following year Josepha married a young Episcopalian clergyman from New York,
Charles Winfred Douglas. Together they helped found
the Episcopalian congregation in Evergreen known as
the Mission, later Church, of the Transfiguration.

Later they were also instrumental in organizing and
funding the Evergreen Conference, a summer gathering that included musical education, religious
retreats, and concerts. A
whole complex of structures was eventually built to
house the Conference and
it became a huge part of
summer activities in the Evergreen area. Internationally known musicians often
taught classes during the
Conference and hundreds
of people from around the
country attended.
The Douglases also funded
the building of Evergreen’s
first library building and
the first librarian was Father Douglas’ half-sister,
Julia Douglas.
Eric Douglas, son of Father Douglas and “Dr. Jo,” became an internationally honored expert on Native
American Pacific Islander art. He was Curator of Native Arts at the Denver Arts Museum for many years,
creating the Museum’s magnificent collection of indigenous artworks and crafts.
“Dr. Jo” died in 1938. Her mountain home, “Camp
Neosho,” is now part of Jefferson County Open Space,
known as “Hiwan Heritage Park and Museum” and
is on the National Register of Historic Places. The
complex built for the Evergreen Conference and the
Church of the Transfiguration complex, are also on
the National Register as the Evergreen Historic District.
“Dr. Jo” and the Douglas family created some of the
Evergreen area’s most important religious and educational institutions. The Evergreen Conference fostered musical and religious education for more than
a century. She was also a pioneering figure in practicing medicine and bringing women into the medical
profession as nurses. Not the least of “Dr. Jo’s” accomplishments: sponsoring Evergreen’s premier builder,
John “Jock” Spence, in building unique log structures at
“Camp Neosho,” at the Evergreen Conference site, and
for the Mission of the Transfiguration. “Dr. Jo” truly deserves inclusion in the Jefferson County Hall of Fame.

Naomi Kullerstrand Olson

NORMA ANDERSON
Business Woman - Community Leader - Legislator
Norma Anderson has been a resident of Jefferson County since
November 1950. With business
management as her background,
Norma used her experience as supervisor for Time, Inc., Office Manager of Capitol Solar, working for
Mountain Bell, and Owner/Operator for KBJ Stables to make a difference in her area.

Norma Anderson

As her three children went through
school, Norma served on the budget and safety committees for her
children’s school and chaired the
Bear Creek Advisory Committee,
the area Bond issue, and supported school sports activities. She worked as Director of the
Bear Creek Junior Sports Soccer program which tripled
in size under her guidance. She worked within the community to build more fields and increase support for
sporting events.
Transportation has been another important issue which
Norma worked to improve, beginning with her service
on the Lakewood City Advisory Committee for the construction of Kipling Parkway. She was then appointed to
the Regional Transportation Board serving three years.
Norma continued her participation in her community
as a board member of the West Chamber, American
Cancer Society (Jeffco), Foothills Foundation Board, and
was Chair of the Arapahoe House Board. She served 10
years on the board of The Great Outdoors Colorado and
as chair for three years.
Norma was elected to the House of Representatives
in 1986 and was able to bring her citizen’s agenda of
stronger education, improved transportation planning,
criminal justice reform and streamlining healthcare in
the subsequent nineteen years of her legislative career.
With these goals, Norma sponsored the School Finance
Act of 1994. In 1996 she sponsored the Third Grade Literacy Act, requiring summer tutoring for children who
cannot read by the third grade. She created the Department of Transportation that instituted a 20-year
transportation plan. She assisted in the restructuring of
the Departments of Social Services and Institutions to

streamline operations, saving the
state ten million dollars. She also
sponsored Lifetime Parole and
Probation for Sex Offenders.

Working with the State Attorney
General during the Tobacco Companies Lawsuit Settlement in 2000.
Norma sponsored legislation to
create the Visiting Nurse Program
from the settlement funds as well
as focusing the funds on health
care. Colorado led the nation in
Healthcare assistance from the
tobacco funds. She sponsored
other major legislation, including
the College Opportunity Fund and
accountability for K-12 schools.
House of Representatives - 1981-1998. Majority Leader
of the House of Representatives, Chaired the Education
Committee, Transportation and Energy Committee,
Legislative Audit Committee and Vice Chair of Health,
Environment, Welfare, and Institutions.
Senate - 1999-2006. Served as the Senate Majority Leader, making the first woman in Colorado to serve as the
Majority Leader in both houses. She also served as Minority Leader, Chair of Business Affairs and member of
several Committees.
In addition, Norma was a member of the State Advisory
Council to the Labor Department, the State Compensation Board, Colorado Uninsurable Health Insurance
Board, Justice Assistance Grants, and Community Corrections Advisory Board. She served on the Executive
Committee for the Conference of State Legislatures for
five years and chaired the Transportation Committee
for the NCSL and was Vice Chair of their Federal Assembly. She Co-Chaired the Social Security Task Force Washington, D.C. and chaired the NCSL convention held
in Denver.
In October 2007 she received the honor of a Jefferson
County School being named the “Norma V. Anderson
Pre-School”.
Norma was elected to the Jefferson County Historical
Commission Hall of Fame in November 2011.

Patricia Keelan Wilcox

Rich Ferdinandsen

RICH FERDINANDSEN
Business Man, Pilot, County Commissioner
Rich is a native of Colorado and attended schools in Denver. He joined the Marines after graduating from high
school. Once his military duty was over, he attended the University of Colorado, graduating with a degree in
Economics.
At 16 years of age he soloed his first airplane. He has a certification as a commercial pilot and professional flight
instructor, along with instrument ratings for multi-engine and sea plane aircraft. Rich has also participated in
aerobatic flight competition.
In 1983 Rich was appointed to fill a vacancy as Jefferson County Commissioner. He was reelected to the office
twice and served until 1993. During his tenure, Rich led efforts in planning the Beltway around Denver, the New
Operations Building for the Jefferson County Airport, relocating the County Government Operations to the current location on 6th Avenue, and building the new County Government Center. He also led efforts to establish
the Two Forks Dam.
In 1985 he organized and chaired the monthly North Jefferson County Republican Breakfast Club. He felt that
local government had the most direct influence on peoples lives, and believed that it was important to have a
local political forum where active citizens could meet with policy makers, elected officials, and candidates to
discuss and better understand the important issues of the day.
Since 1993 he has been an independent licensed securities broker and professional Investment Advisor, specializing in retirement and estate planning and portfolio management.
Richs wife Jan was diagnosed with kidney disease and needed a transplant. Rich was tested and found to be a
match. He gave Jan one of his kidneys, and is very proud to have set a record of being the oldest kidney donor.
Rich has a son and a daughter and five grandchildren. After his life in the public arena he has enjoyed spending
time with his family, doing all the normal activities such as celebrating special events, travel, house remodeling,
and family genealogy.
Rich was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame October 22, 2010.

Richard A. (Dick) Ronzio

ROBERT ALVIN “BOB” BRIGGS
Tireless public servant
From elected official to active participation in countless civic organizations,
“Bob” has left his imprint on
Jefferson County.
A third-generation Coloradan, Robert Alvin Briggs,
Jr., was born Dec. 24, 1936,
in Greeley, CO. Starting in
1943, he attended Westminster Schools, graduating in 1955 from Westminster High School. He studied
horticulture at Colorado
A&M, now Colorado State
University “CSU”, receiving
his B.S. in 1959 and his M.S.
in 1962.

Robern Alvin “Bob” Briggs

His greenhouse industry career spans decades, and he
often speaks about horticultural history in Jeffco and
Colorado. Horticultural groups from local to national
have benefitted from his expertise. His service ranged
from the Westminster High School Greenhouse Advisory Committee; the CSU Extension Advisory Board;
the Colorado Flower Growers Association; to the Society of American Florists.
Just his elected official services total nearly two decades: Colorado State Representative, 2002-2004;
Adams County Commissioner, 1979-1983; RTD Board,
1999-2002; Westminster Council, 2007-2015; and
Metropolitan Council District 5, 1983.
He has also served on government boards, including: Colorado Air Quality Board, Metropolitan Water Board, Denver Regional Council of Governments,
Adams County Economic Development Board, Rocky
Flats Stewardship Council, Westminster Open Space
Board, Colorado Agriculture Commission, Jefferson
County Economic Development Corporation and the
Urban Drainage Board.
His civic involvement covers the gamut of organizations in the United States, Colorado, Jefferson County
and Westminster, such as Colorado Jaycees, Westminster Masonic Lodge, a founder of the Westminster
Chamber of Commerce, Arvada Sunrise Rotary and
National BSA Jamboree.

As a member of Jefferson
County Historical Commission
during Jeffco’s Sesquicentennial, he was a member of the
150th Anniversary Committee
and chaired the Gala – a party
for 500 people at the Jefferson
County Fairgrounds – that
was one of the highlights of
the three-year celebration.
Bob threw his considerable
talents of event planning and
marketing into Sesquicentennial events, showing up at anniversary events in his frock
coat and top hat.

He is active in the Presbyterian
church including churches in
Fort Collins and Westminster;
the Mariners in Boulder, Denver, the Colorado Synod and
the national group; and the Mountain Center and Highlands church camps. He married his high school sweetheart Shirley Abbott in 1957. They operate the family businesses, Briggs Carnation Farm, SB, Inc., and Briggs Real
Estate School. They have a son, Chip; a daughter, Christy; a
grandson, Kameron; and a granddaughter, Kaitlyn.
His wide-ranging service is best shown by the recognition he has received: Westminster Jaycees DSA; Outstanding State Chaplain U.S. Jaycees; Bob Cannon Award from
ALCC; CFG DA; DRCOG DSA and Regional Leadership
Award; Gamma Sigma Delta DSA; Friend of the River
Award; Person of the Year by GreenCO; John Walker Award
from SAF; Colorado Floriculture Hall of Fame; CSU Ag College Hone Alumni; CSU Alumni 50-Year Award for Community Service; CSU Extension Honorary Extension Agent;
BSA Silver Beaver; Friend of Extension Award; Legislator of
the Year Award; Colorado Restaurant Association Iron Skillet Award; Pi Alpha Xi National Horticulture Honor Society;
Rotarian of the Year; Westminster Historymaker; Senior
Active District Award; and Paul Harris Fellow.
Robert Alvin “Bob” Briggs truly exemplifies this quote from
Winston Churchill: “We make a living by what we get, but
we make a life by what we give.” He was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in October 2017.

Robert Boyles Bradford

Robert Frederick Clement

Robert W. “Bob” Richardson

Robert Wiliamson Steele

Ruth S. Richardson

Alexander
and Emeline
Rooney

Alexander and Emeline Rooney
If Alexander Rooney (1824-1895) came to Colorado in 1859 under the spell of the gold rush, he soon parted company
with the intemperate “fifty-niners” and the lawless life of the mining camps. Instead, the sober-minded man from Iowa
turned to dreams of land and cattle, home and family. He scouted the open range west of Denver and reported back
to his prospective bride, Emeline Littlefield (1835-1900), that ranching near Golden City held promise, but he confessed
that she should not expect much in the way of “society.” After two years of exploration and giving Emeline fair warning
about the frontier, Alexander returned to Iowa where the couple married in 1862. Undaunted, Emeline became a full
partner in the Colorado venture as she and Alexander set out by horse and wagon for the valley that would someday
bear the Rooney name.
It was here, on land stretching along the hogback between Morrison and Golden, that Jefferson County’s original
Rooneys raised six children and assembled what would become one of the largest ranches between Denver and the
mountains. By the turn of the twentieth century, the oldest son, Otis Albert (1862-1947), would succeed Alexander and
Emeline and take the ranch (originally named the Iron Spring Ranch) into its second generation.
In the meantime, Alexander set an example of community service for his descendants, but most of his time went toward
tending the ranch, raising horses and Galloway cattle. More important as a permanent legacy, he and Otis constructed
distinctive stone buildings still in use today, including the main ranch house and historic barn. With blocks of sandstone
they hauled from the flanks of the hogback and from quarries near Morrison, they perfected the trademark skill of
Rooney stone masonry that has been passed down to great-great grandchildren. During the years 1939-1959, grandson Alex (1902-1993), with the notable assistance of his sons (great-grandsons Albert, Otis, and George), added several
stone buildings to the ranch, including the present-day Dinosaur Ridge Visitor Center.
Stories abound concerning early-day congenial relations between the Rooney Family and the local Ute Indians. Alexander is credited with preserving the peace between local settlers and the native population; indeed, it was probably his
skillful diplomacy that won him and Emeline acceptance on what many Utes believed was Indian land. The Ute Council
Tree, a ponderosa pine still standing above the ranch, has been maintained by the family as a symbol of good will.
Fourth-generation members of the Rooney Family still live in Jefferson County, and fifth and sixth-generation members
still occupy the original ranch, which was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1975 and designated a
Colorado Centennial Farm in l985. The ranch and the family are now approaching sesquicentennial status in Jefferson
County. If the county were to anoint a “first family,” a family as old as the county itself, an anchor of history in a sea of
change, the Rooney Family would surely qualify.
Alexander and Emeline Rooney were named to the Jefferson County Hall of Fame in October 2010.

Ruth Small Stockton

Saint Frances Xavier “Mother” Cabrini
Teacher, Missionary, Founder of Cabrini Shrine, Patron Saint of Immigrants
Mother Cabrini was named
to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall
of Fame in 2019. She was
nominated by Edna Fiore,
a past volunteer at Cabrini
Shrine, because of the contribution Cabrini Shrine
has made in bringing tourists from around the world
to Jefferson County.

Saint Frances Xavier “Mother” Cabrini

Maria Francesca Cabrini
was born in 1850 in a village south of Milan, Italy.
The daughter of a relatively prosperous farmer, she
was educated at home and
later in a private school established by her sister. As a
child Cabrini was captivated by stories of missionaries, which motivated her to
join a religious order.
Cabrini obtained a teaching certificate from a progressive teacher training
college operated by the Daughters of the Sacred
Heart, and taught school from 1868 to 1873.
From 1874 to 1880 Cabrini worked first as a secretary and then as the superior of an orphanage in
northern Italy called The House of Providence. In
1880 she helped establish the religious community
that evolved into the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus.
In 1889, Pope Leo VIII advised Mother Cabrini to go to
New York City to minister to the thousands of newly
arrived poor Italian immigrants there. In that chaotic and impoverished place, Cabrini organized catechism and education classes and provided for the
needs of the many orphaned children.

Then in 1902, Mother Cabrini was invited to Denver
by Bishop Nicholas Matz,
where she established a
school in north Denver. Two
years later, she opened the
first Queen of Heaven Orphanage at West 48th Avenue and Federal Boulevard.
Between 1909 and 1912,
Cabrini purchased three
tracts of land at Mount
Vernon Canyon for use as a
summer camp for the girls
of the orphanage. This special place later became the
Mother Cabrini Shrine.
Cabrini traveled extensively throughout the U.S., Latin America and Europe—a
total of 24 trips across the
ocean—establishing a total
of 67 charitable schools,
hospitals and orphanages.

Mother Cabrini died unexpectedly in 1917 in Chicago.
In 1946 she became the first U.S. naturalized citizen
(she had been naturalized in 1909) to be canonized
a saint by the Roman Catholic Church. Pope Pius XII
formally proclaimed her to be the “Patroness of Immigrants” in 1950.
Cabrini Shrine stands today as an enduring reminder
of Mother Cabrini’s special fondness for Denver and
the Rocky Mountain region. It is a place of retreat,
pilgrimage, and contemplation for people of many
faiths and nationalities. Three of the buildings at the
shrine were listed on the National Historic Registry
in 2000.

SALLY WHITE
Jefferson County historian supreme

Sally White

Sally White served the Morrison community and the County for 25 years. Sally helped to establish the Morrison Natural History Museum with Dick Scott; Friends of Dinosaur Ridge; and a town Heritage Museum for
Morrison, with Lila Horton. The Friends of Dinosaur Ridge began at morning meetings at the museum, eating Sally’s hot breakfast casseroles. The main purpose of the group was to protect the dinosaur tracks along
Alameda Parkway from vandals. In 2002, while on the Dinosaur Ridge Board of Directors, Sally co-authored
a booklet, the Historic Dinosaur Quarries of the Dinosaur Ridge Area. Co-authors are Martin Lockley and
Adrian Hunt.
Sally’s most recent work has been with the Denver Mountain Parks, house at the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) camp along Bear Creek. Sally has been instrumental in preserving and restoring the camp and in hosting historical events for CCC workers and other groups. She has created exhibits about the Works Project Administration/CCC program and its effect on Morrison and the area. She co-authored the Denver Mountain
parks 100 Years of the Magnificent Dream with Wendy Rez-Atzel, Erica D. Walker, with photography by John
Fielder.
In 2004, Sally was appointed to the Jefferson County Historical Commission (JCHC). She served as JCHC
chairperson. Some of her other activities included: the Place Names project; designating and recognizing
Jefferson County Landmarks; involved in establishing Lariat Loop, a scenic circle of heritage treasures linking
Golden, Lookout Mountain, Evergreen and Morrison; and establishing a JCHC web site to inform the public
about the Commission’s activities and events.
Last but not least, she has been the lifeblood behind JCHC’s annual magazine, Historically Jeffco, serving as
author, editor and placing all issues on the website.
Sally White was named to the Jefferson County Hall of Fame in October, 2015 for her quarter century of service as a historical leader in Jefferson County.

Samuel Wallace Johnson

Sara L. (Sandy) Crain

THE STAUNTON FAMILY
Physicians, Homesteaders, Opera Singer, Philanthropist

Staunton Family

Dr. Rachael H. Bullard Staunton

Frances Hornbrook Staunton

Drs. Archibald and Rachael Staunton moved
from Charleston, WV, to Denver, seeking a drier
climate in 1906. Their young daughter, Frances,
joined them soon after. In 1918, the Stauntons
purchased 80 acres and a cabin in the beautiful
Elk Creek Valley, Pine, in western Jefferson County. They proceeded to homestead 680 acres of
adjacent land and build the Staunton Ranch. Dr.
Rachael lived on the land seven months a year,
raising crops and livestock and treating patients
in the area. Frances joined her mother whenever
possible, and Archibald spent every weekend at
their beautiful ranch. The Staunton Ranch had
several uses over the years. A major use included
serving as a sanatorium for patients with tuberculosis during the warmer months. An unusual
shower house built for these patients still stands
on the ranch. By 1930, their property had expanded to include 1,720 acres and a logging operation. Later, the ranch was used for children’s
summer camps. The Stauntons treasured their
ranch which was in the family 68 years.
Frances, a very talented singer who had won a
full scholarship to the Julliard School, had leading mezzo-soprano roles in Denver operas. After
the death of her parents, Frances inherited the
large ranch. The Staunton Family had decided
that the State of Colorado was the safest re-

Dr. Archibald Galusha Staunton

pository for this treasure. In 1986, three years before
Frances died, she gave her family’s 1,720-acre ranch,
complete with historic cabins, a bunkhouse and a
shower house, to the State of Colorado, with specification that the ranch become a state park so that all
the people could enjoy this beautiful place.
Staunton State Park opened to the public in 2013,
after several additional parcels had been purchased.
This park now consists of approximately 4,000 acres
and includes spectacular rock outcroppings, the
majestic Elk Falls and Elk Creek. Many thousands of
visitors enjoy activities such as hiking, biking, horseback riding, fishing, picnicking, rock climbing and
snowshoeing each year. Over 100 volunteers help
with trail building and hosting, ensuring that Frances Staunton’s vision is preserved. Annual events
include Living History Days, which offers visitors a
glimpse into the days of homesteaders and ranchers, and other bygone eras.
The Staunton Family was nominated on behalf
of the staff and volunteers of Staunton State Park
for the medical care provided on their homestead
ranch by the Staunton doctors, and for the cultural
gift to the people of Colorado in the form of a beautiful state park, donated by their daughter, Frances.
The Staunton Family was named to the Jefferson
County Hall of Fame in 2018.

Steve Friesen
Historian, Teacher, Author, Museum Visionary
Steve Friesen was named
to the Jefferson County
Historical Commission Hall
of Fame in 2019. He was
nominated by Tim Sandsmark, Education Supervisor for Jeffco Open Space,
because of his accomplishments as an award-winning author and his lifelong dedication to helping
people learn about American history and making
that history come alive.

Steve Friesen

Steve Friesen’s 40-year career of museum work covers a rich and varied history. He began his museum
career at the 1719 Hans Herr House in Lancaster, PA,
then moved West to work at the Littleton History Museum, the City of Greeley Museums, and the Molly Brown
House. From 1995 to 2017, he served as director of the
Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave on Lookout Mountain.
A native Kansan, Friesen studied at Bethel College
in North Newton, KS, then earned a master’s degree
in American folk culture from the State University of
New York.
While leading the Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave,
Friesen was responsible for helping the site cast off
its previous “tourist trap” identity by expanding its exhibits and providing accurate information and compelling stories. Friesen also made the museum a destination for researchers by computerizing its records
and building up its reference library. It’s no surprise,
then, that visitor numbers increased dramatically
during Friesen’s tenure.

Friesen became very involved in the Jefferson
County community during
those years, most notably
helping organize the Lariat Loop National Scenic
Byway in 2001 and serving
on its board for 16 years.
He was also active with
the Golden Cultural Alliance for 15 years as both a
member and as president.

Friesen is a foremost authority on Buffalo Bill and
is the author of two books
on the subject: “Buffalo Bill:
Scout, Showman, Visionary” (2011) and “Lakota
Performers in Europe: Their Culture and the Artifacts
They Left Behind” (2017). The latter publication examined the role that Wild West shows played in both
preserving and promoting Lakota culture in Europe
and the U.S. The book received multiple awards in
2018, including Best Illustrated Western History Book
from the Western History Association; and awards
from the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum and from Western Writers of America.
Steve Friesen is married to Monta Lee Dakin, whom
he met through museum work. Both are retired in
Jefferson County after each spending 40 years working in museums. They now enjoy part-time museum
consulting and writing.

THOMAS J. CARNEY
Singular and gifted public servant

Thomas J. Carney

Thomas J. Carney was born October 7, 1926, in Philadelphia and grew up in Wilmette, Illinois, a Chicago
suburb, where he attended New Trier High School. Tom graduated from Culver, Indiana Military Academy
and joined the U.S. Army serving as a Second Lieutenant in Germany at the end of World War II.
After graduating in 1951 from the Colorado School of Mines, Tom was working as a petroleum refining engineer when a lawyer friend from Golden convinced him to go to law school. Tom received his law degree from
the University of Colorado in 1956.
At the age of 27, Tom became the youngest person to serve on Jefferson County’s newly formed R-1 School
District. Tom was reelected twice to the School Board and helped to transform the R-1 School District into
one of the best in the nation. Tom resigned from the School Board in 1958 and ran for chair of the Jefferson
County Republican Party.
Tom’s legal career in Jefferson County was varied. He was president of the First Judicial District Bar Association and served as county attorney from 1960-1963. As a member of the Colorado Bar Assn. for more than
50 years, he served as president in 1976-77. For the last seven years of his practice, he represented Coors
Brewery.
Tom also served 14 years on the Colorado State Racing Commission.
He even has a footnote in rock ‘n’ roll history. He and two business partners were the local promoters who
contracted to bring the Beatles to the famed Red Rocks Amphitheatre near Morrison.
Thomas J. Carney was a gifted public servant who dedicated himself tirelessly to the welfare of the citizens of
Colorado. He was elected to the Jefferson County Hall of Fame in October, 2015.

Thomas Cunningham Bergen

Torrence Corbin

VIONA ‘VI’ MAE HADER
Community Leader – Activist – Historian

Viona Mae Hader

Vi Hader was born in Holdredge, Nebraska, in 1918. Her family moved to Golden, Colorado, in 1941. Soon
after, she joined the Red Cross and during World War II she served as a command program advisor for the
U S Air Force. She also spent time in England, Japan, and the Philippines. When she returned to Golden,
she began what would become more than 60 years of community service. Her efforts were instrumental
in forming the Foothills Art Center. Because of her love of animals she formed the humane society, which
later became the Foothills Animal Shelter. She was the first full-time employee of the Golden Chamber of
Commerce and later served as the curator for the Astor House.
Vi was appointed to the Jefferson County Historical Commission in 1985 and was an active supporter of
the Commission’s involvement with the Festival of the West from 1975 thru 2001. Vi was also a member
of the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and a member of Eastern Star for more than 70 years.
She was a founding member of the Golden Landmarks Association and an active member of the First
United Methodist Church.
Vi was considered one of Golden’s Living Landmarks for her work. She passed away on March 21, 2012,
and was elected to the Jefferson County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in October, 2012.

William A. Knott

William Austin Hamilton Loveland

William Wallace Wilmore

