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ROSCOE:

Jeffco's Popular Prolific Placer

By Beth Simmons
First Place Winner Writers Award Contest

D

riving west through Clear Creek Canyon
along U.S. Highway 6, we cruise beside
a busy torrent that spills over rapids
through a "wild and most picturesque gateway."
We skirt "Tuff Cuss Bend" by driving through
tunnel one. The highway hugs the canyon wall;
tunnel two looms ahead. We pass by historic
landmarks Beaver Brook, Hanging Rock, Mother
Grundy, and the Roadmaster. A few miles past
tunnel two the road cuts through a narrow
alluvial fan once called the "Stone Dam." Around
a sharp bend the towering rock walls retreat from
the stream. The canyon flattens into a valley. The
road widens. A large pullout on the north side of
the road beckons.
"Let's stop here!" We pull over and jump out.
We pause to read the Colorado history sign that
tells of the gold rush and railroad in Clear Creek
Canyon. Then we grab our gold pans and join
the endless parade of argonauts who have plied
-2-

P acer Mm1ng in Clear Creek Canon, Colo.

their luck pulling precious gold from the placer
at "Roscoe."
Roscoe, Jefferson County's most popular and
prolific placer, fills a wide valley that Clear Creek
carved through the Black Hawk fault zone, just
downstream from a small weathered gold ore
vein sandwiched between layers of Precambrianaged green schist. Over time, water easily eroded
through the fault zone and released the insoluble
gold in the narrow vein. The water captured the
gold and settled it out in the sediments. The gold
sank to the bedrock and was covered by tens of
feet of gravel. Such erosion and deposition has
been going on in the canyon for over 20 million
years. Looking one thousand feet above the
present-day stream level, we see a bed of
Miocene-aged gold-bearing gravel four-hundred
feet thick that caps the ridge south of Clear
Creek.
Roscoe is close to the spot where George
Jackson descended from Elk Park Meadow into
the canyon in January of 1859 on his legendary
trek to what is now Idaho Springs. Within

months of Jackson's find at Idaho Springs, miners
soon found this spot nestled in rugged Clear
Creek canyon. When the stream thawed in the
spring, it provided water for the argonauts.
The miners erected small water wheels to lift
water from a pit into wooden sluice boxes and to
power other mining equipment. Sluice boxes,
rocker boxes, and long and short "toms," lined
with burlap and carpet, caught the gold as it fell
out of the water. Arthur Lakes, early professor of
geology at Colorado School of Mines, reported
that some miners easily earned a good day's wages
in the early days of this renowned placer. He told
of one legendary panful that yielded over 15
ounces in gold!
Before long, the miners applied lessons learned
in California and used pressurized water piped
through hoses to wash gravel off the terraces
alongside the stream. Large gold nuggets (one
weighing over an ounce) laid on the bedrock
under the gravel. In 1896, Lakes sketched the
simple hydraulic operations. The miners told
Lakes they were each producing about $10 to
$15 daily. Today, steep cut gravel banks exposed
along Clear Creek, particularly west of Roscoe,
testify to those simple methods.
Then, in the 1890s, a company of Swedish
miners devised an elaborate engineering scheme
to completely reroute Clear Creek and expose the
gold-bearing gravel. At the bend of Clear Creek
upstream from Roscoe, they laid up a sand bag
and rock embankment to channel the water into
a huge half-mile-long flume, 10 feet wide by 6 Y2
feet deep. The flume carried 32,000 gallons per
second and dropped the water on a 1 percent
grade. A cooperative Clear Creek then flowed
around the gold mine workings. The flume
provided power to turn a Pelton wheel which
produced electricity to power railway headlight
lanterns to light the workings after dark!
In a series of sketches drawn in the fall of
1895, Lakes illustrated the construction of this
giant flume. Dart Wantland, following in Lakes'
footsteps as a School of Mines student and then
instructor of geology, mapped the site in 1935.
He clearly showed the position of the head gate
for the old flume and the path of the flume along
the south canyon wall.
By December 1895, the bedrock was denuded.
The target layer of gold nuggets and flakes was
ready for plucking. The miners shoveled and
swept gold from the stream bottom and then

hydraulically washed gravel from the sides of the
creek bed. From their new deep pit they sent the
gravel to sluices up on the stream bank through a
"Ludlum sand elevator."
The water for the hydraulic hoses and sand
elevators came from two miles west of Stone
Dam near Roscoe Station. There the company
constructed an 800 foot long intake flume, 6 feet
wide and 4 feet deep. This short flume funneled
water into a sand-box or "penstock." From there,
a huge wooden ''Allen Stave Pipe" 4 feet in
diameter wrapped with bands of steel, sucked
water to flow east to the mine site. This
gargantuan pipe, buried in a trench that followed
the railroad embankment, passed the old stone
arch under the railroad at Mayhem Creek, and
then emerged to follow the road grade to the
work site.
The unique Allen stave pipe took 34 men over
a month to install at a cost of $1.50 per foot. As
the pipe descended in elevation along the creek,
it decreased in diameter, and near the diggings,
was attached to a 2 foot diameter steel pipe. The
steel pipe then was split into many smaller pipes
to provide connections for hydraulic hoses. The
water pressure from the pipe could shoot a
fountain 165 feet high through a 4 inch nozzle!
Riffled and undercurrent sluice boxes collected
the gold from the pit. As the miners advanced
upstream, they filled the pit behind them with
their refuse, boulders, and heavy gravel. At the
east end of the operation, after passing through
an elaborate undercurrent gold collection system,
water was returned to Clear Creek at the Stone
Dam. The detoured waters from the flume
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Looking west
along the Roscoe
Flume into the
pit. Arthur Lakes,
September 1895
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Looking east at
ruins of Roscoe
workings.
Roscoe rock
visible in
background,
pipeline along
tracks, flume on
right side of
photo
Photo by Harry
Buckwalter, c. late
1890s.
CHS·B289.
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rapidly washed debris downstream over the
ancient falls.
Anyone who worked at Roscoe faced boulders.
Roscoe Rock, the huge monolith at the east end
of the valley, south of the highway, marks the
position of the Stone Dam, an ancient landslide.
This monster and other debris stood in the way
of the railroad in 1872. The railroad constructors
simply graded around the huge boulder. Recent
highway builders have filled around it.
When the railroad first came through the
canyon, Stone Dam sported a water tower and
station status. The name Roscoe appears later on
an 1897 railway time schedule. Roscoe Station sat
where Mayhem Creek flows into Clear Creek on
the west end of the placer. Often the train
passengers got out for their photograph while
waiting for the engine to fill.
Placer miners, too, faced those road-blocking
boulders. To remove them, the 1890s company
erected a 100-foot high derrick bearing a 92-foot
boom. The derrick, operated by an electric motor
run off the Pelton wheel, could hoist enormous
rocks, some weighing 11 tons, out of the pit. The
miners rolled smaller rocks onto a "truck," an
inclined plane, which was then winched out of
the pit with a wire cable.
The elaborate placer operation was short lived.
It probably failed because of Clear Creek's
unpredictable flow and the cost of removing the
blockading boulders. The steel pipe alongside the
railroad embankment, the derrick, the empty flag

pole on top of Roscoe Rock, and the flume's
embankment across the creek are dearly visible.
In what was called "the first great Denver
enterprise for the development of Colorado's
placer gold," the second large-scale gold retrieval
at Roscoe "handled boulders like peas"! A goldsucking dredge operated by Humphreys Gold
Corporation began its march up Clear Creek in
1932 at Roscoe Station. Experiments and core
samples showed that the free gold content of the
sands of Roscoe at the surface still averaged 30
cents per cubic yard and that the deposit enriched
with depth. In 1935, a graduate student, Dart
Wantland at the Colorado School of Mines
conducted repeated geophysical surveys on the
Roscoe placer. Testing a new device, called a
magnetometer, Wantland successfully guided the
Humphreys Gold Company to those spots where
the most productive deposits laid and saved them
digging up barren layers of gravel.
A huge drag line progressively piled rocks across
Clear Creek and diverted half of the water away
from the work site. Some water flowed into the
pit where the dredge worked. The first
Humphreys dredge was floated in a pond on
pontoons the size of narrow gauge flat cars.
When the floating barge didn't work, the
company switched to the "most complete and
well-constructed land plant possibly in the
country. " This elaborate outfit consisted of a jig, a
washer, and a screener driven on Caterpillar
tracks. The jig slowly bellied its way upstream,
moving and separating
150 cubic yards of gravel
per hour from along
Clear Creek and North
Clear Creek all the way
to Black Hawk.
Gold values increased
upstream from Roscoe,
reflecting losses from the
early mills. Inside the jig,
a centrifugal sand pump
separated the gold from
the day, sand, and gravel.
Resorting to the more
primitive techniques,
eight sluice boxes in the
jig captured more gold.
In the final recovery
house, a Wilfley table

Humph reys Gold
Dredge at
Roscoe, 21 ft.
wide, 33 ft. long,
3 ft. deep, 69,000
pounds, $25,000,
built by Vulcan
Iron Works. Dart
Wantland, 1935

and modern arrastra captured any remaining
elusive flakes. Amalgamation with m ercury
purified the gold which was melted, poured into
bars, and taken to the Denver Mint on the
train.
By the end of the 1936 season, about 4 miles
of Clear Creek and North Clear Creek
streambeds had been turned "inside out."
Working twenty hours a day, the Humphreys
gold operation boosted production of placer
gold in both Jefferson and Gilpin counties to
ten times the norm. However, the massive
extracting operation left stack piles of boulders
in its wake, still evident along Clear Creek and
North Clear Creek.
Jefferson County's prolific Roscoe placer was
productive enough to have been worked and
reworked. But the gold's not all gone! Gold
washes off old mine tailings all the way from
Loveland Pass and Apex in Gilpin County and
is captured by the natural bed rock riffles at
Roscoe. Anyone afflicted with "gold fever" can
still find color at Roscoe Placer, along with
garnets, magnetite, flakes of galena, and some
pyrite. What's in your pan?
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Barbara Crane
A Woman's Life in 20th Century
Jefferson County

Barbara Crane, 19 years old
All photos courtesy of the Barbara Crane family collection.

By Pat Jurgens
Second Place Winner Writers Award Contest
nbow Hill was just a name to me
ntil the summer I went looking for a
ountain retreat. There I first met
Barbara Crane. She and her husband Frank
owned a large parcel of land at the end of
Rainbow Hill Road, northwest of El Rancho.
"The rentals are vintage summer cottages," she
told me when I called. "Come up and have a
-6-

look." That was 17 years ago.
The cabins had been built on the property in
the 1930s with a view of the Continental Divide.
They were charming, old fashioned structures well
suited for those yearning to get away from busy
city life. The acreage was a tranquil spot above
Beaver Brook. In a park-like setting with the
breeze whispering through tall pine trees, all kinds
of wildlife appeared. Deer, elk, skunk, raccoon,
and an occasional bear or mountain lion roamed
the forest. A flock of three dozen wild turkeys were
residents. 'Tufted ear squirrels, rabbits, and many
species of birds came to call. Multiple
hummingbird feeders buzzed with visitors all
summer. The Cranes' place was almost an animal
sanctuary.
In 1969 when Coors bought out their farm on
West 44th Avenue in Golden, Barbara and Frank
happily moved to the mountain property on
Rainbow Hill. The main house and five cabins
were previously owned by Lulu Barnard and her
husband. The winding mile-long driveway had
become Rainbow Hill Road. When they moved
"up the hill," Barbara was 52 years old. The two
youngest children, Jenny and Bill, lived at home.
Skillful at the wheel, Barbara drove them to
Graland School and back every day, in every kind
of weather. She and Frank refurbished the main
house and old cabins, retaining the simple charm
of bygone years.
Like many who live in Colorado, Barbara
came from somewhere else. She was born on
January 6, 1917, "a 12th night child," and raised
in Northampton, Massachusetts. As a college
student, she had a death-defYing bout with
pneumonia and went to Tucson, Arizona, to
improve her health. Entering the University of
Arizona as a sophomore, she met Frank Crane.
"He was introduced to me as Steven. That's what I
thought his name was, and that's what I've called
him ever since." It must have been love at first
sight because the couple became engaged in ten
days and married in six months. With a degree in
business, Frank expected to have a job in his
uncle's textile mill. When they got to Pennsylvania,
the mill was sold. There was no work for Frank.
With the optimism and enthusiasm of youth they
drove to Colorado in their Studebaker to look for
land. She was 21 years old.

Barbara and Frank decided to
buy a 150 acre spread just east
of Golden, and moved west in
1939 to become dairy farmers.
"Neither of us knew one thing
about dairy cattle," she told me.
"But we learned." She tells of
how they built their herd of
Holsteins, playfully naming "the
ladies" after members of her
bridge group. Back then there
were no milking machines. Each
cow knew her own stall, and
was wiped with a freshly
laundered washcloth at each
milking. Milk from the Cranes'
cows had a remarkably low bacteria count and
was transported directly to Buckley Field for
the Air Force.
I can picture her as a young woman with
laughing eyes, wearing a cotton print dress, her
hair tied back with a kerchief, hoeing the
vegetable garden. I can imagine her canning
and freezing, washing and ironing, and
cooking over a coal stove in the heat of
summer, a petite yet tough 20th century
pioneer.
She tells the story of a neighbor who let his
cattle out, and they ate the Cranes' sweet corn.
"Frank planted more corn." Some weeks later
the neighbor's cows munched it down again.
"Frank planted a third time." Once more it
was ruined. So Frank took the matter into his
own hands. He loaded four of the neighbor's
heifers into his truck, took them to the
stockyards and sold them. Sheriff George Koch
called. "Frank, you can't do that!" the sheriff
admonished. "I just did," said Frank.
Eventually the neighbor was able to get his
heifers back. His cows never bothered the
Cranes again.
In the early days Barbara was known to the
Golden police as a driver with a heavy
accelerator foot. Town resident Bernie
Waldman saw her tear up Ford Street hill with
a police car right behind her. When she pulled
into Waldman's driveway, Bernie offered the
officer a pint of whipping cream from his
dairy. Barbara still got a ticket.

Barbara bore and raised six offspring: Frank,
Betsy, John, Edie, Jennifer, and Bill. People in
Golden referred to her as "Little Mrs. Crane out
there in the country with all her children." She
says she always felt like an outsider. Yet Barbara
was very active in the Daughters of the
American Revolution for many years. She held
the offices of Golden Chapter Regent, State
Regent in 1972, and Vice President General in
1976. For the 100 year DAR anniversary she
went to Washington, DC, dressed in period
costume, and shocked her contemporaries with
split pantaloons.
The summers I rented at Rainbow Hill, the
original wooden sign "Rainbow Hill Cottages"
in faded letters was still lying under the porch.
In the old days, guests drove from Bergen Park
down Soda Creek Road and followed along

The Crane Farm
on West 44th
Avenue, Go lden

Author at
Rainbow Hi ll
cottage, 1998
Photo courtesy of
Pat Jurgens
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Beaver Brook before zig zagging up the north side of
Rainbow Hill. That was long before I-70 was built or
even Highway 40 for that matter. Hazel Humphrey
was one of Barbara's longtime friends. They were
both in the DAR. Hazel would say to her, ''I'm just
over the hill. " Hazel lived with her mother and father
in the log house that is now the Humphrey Museum
on old Soda Creek Road.
On Rainbow Hill, I shared afternoon chats with
Barbara at her kitchen table and enjoyed the crowd
of family and friends who gathered for her annual
4th ofJuly picnic on the lawn. When Frank became
ill for an extended time, Barbara took care of him at
home. ln 2000 he passed on. She says, "It seems like
yesterday." Frank was her life, yet she zestfully
continues to live on her own.
There is an air of culture and refinement about
Barbara Crane that is reminiscent of the East Coast.
Living her whole adult life in Golden, Colorado, she
also has the resilience and humorous irreverence of a
Westerner. At ninety years young she is a grand lady
- lively, interesting, and wise.

Editors Note: Barbara Crane passed away on
September 26, 2007 with her family by her side.

About The Author

Barbara & Frank's wedding day, July 28, 1937

Pat Jurgens is a writer and retired public librarian.
She lives in Evergreen and is a weekend tour guide
for Hiwan Homestead Museum. Currendy, she is
writing a historical novel of the early 20th century
west.
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By Burdette Weare
ate in the winter of 1892, Sallie Gibson
Beers, feverish and coughing up blood,
crossed the Ohio River from her home in
Bellevue, Kentucky, to see a pulmonary specialist
in Cincinnati. Her medical visits had grown
more frequent since the birth of her fifth child,
Ollie, in the fall of 1891. A succession of difficult
pregnancies had begun immediately after her
marriage in September 1880 to a Cincinnati
printer, William Alfred Beers. She gave birth to
Mattie in May of 1881; followed by Edna, while
Mattie was still in diapers during the August heat
of 1882. Almost like clockwork, Bessie arrived
fourteen months later in November 1883.
Between Bessie and Ollie, there came a number
of miscarriages, including stillborn twin boys;
and then the successful but debilitating delivery
of her two younger daughters, Marguerite in
March of 1889 and Ollie in September of
1891-all of which weakened Sallie's
constitution and left her vulnerable to the great
scourge of the nineteenth century.
She probably had carried the tubercle bacilli
before the birth of Marguerite; but now fragile
from the infection and worn down from nursing
infant Ollie, she began to show the worst ravages
of the disease. The Cincinnati doctor offered
mostly opium and advice: he could ease her pain;

L

but she faced unfavorable odds, especially if she
stayed in her beloved Kentucky. She might
recover, however, if she moved to the dry,
curative climate of the American West: the
eastern physician's last, best prescription for
tuberculosis. The doctor spoke even more plainly
to her husband, Will, who sold his printing
business in order to raise money for their
journey to Colorado. No one could have guessed
that this makeshift mission to save the life of the
mother would turn into an enduring story about
the lives of the five daughters, a compelling
chapter of women's history in Jefferson County,
Colorado.
Retracing the steps ofWill and Sallie during
the summer of 1892 constitutes one of the many
little detective stories that unfold in following
the larger story of the Beers family in the pursuit
of a miracle. Not unlike earlier generations who
went westering in their Conestoga wagons, Will
and Sallie wanted to be in the Rocky Mountains
at the peak of summer. They left Cincinnati in
late May or early June, very likely on the
Pennsylvania Railroad's 8:05 a.m. train bound
for Chicago, where they laid over for part of the
evening before boarding the 10:30 p.m. Chicago
Quincy and Burlington direct to Colorado. It
appears certain that they took the Burlington out
of Chicago, because we know that they made an
extended layover in Akron, Colorado, and no

By 1899, the
sisters were
increasingly on
their own in
"Pickletown," a
truck farming
area south of
Denver, where
the older sisters
worked for day
wages and
learned the
rudiments of
irrigated
agriculture and
dairying from an
English gardener
while their father
worked and
boarded in
Denver and the
younger sisters
attended
elementary
school.
From left to
right front: Ollie
and Marguerite,
ages 8 and I 0;
back Edna,
Bessie, and
Mattie, ages 17,
16 and 18
All photos courtesy
of Burdette Weare
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Sall ie Gibson
Beers in her early
twenties as a
vibra nt Southern
Lady
In 1895 near death
from tuberculosis
at age 35. By 1900
nearly 25 percent
of Denver's
population was
made up of
migrants seeking a
cure from
tuberculosis
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other railroad ran
through Akron-the
Burlington's first stop in
Colorado on its popular
Chicago-to-Denver line.
We know that only two
of the daughters, Bessie
and Marguerite,
accompanied Will and
Sallie. Baby Ollie and
the two older sisters,
Mattie and Edna, had
been left behind with
Grandmother Gibson
on the ancestral
plantation in Kentucky.
We know one other
thing for certain: by
midsummer Sallie was
convalescing at what was
then a primitive resort
named Troutdale on the
banks of Bear Creek, nearly 8000 feet in
elevation, a short buggy's ride above
Evergreen.
By the turn of the twentieth century,
Denver had become the "Lourdes of the
Lungers," the medical metropolis of the
West for those "chasing the cure" for
pulmonary ailments. In 1900, at least one
out of every five persons in Denver was a
fugitive from tuberculosis. The Colorado
climate as cure-all had been a centerpiece in
the appeal for tourists since the
1860s, and much of the state's
growth had depended on
attracting the sick, especially
the well-to-do sick, while not
repelling the healthy. The
climate mongers easily bridged
science and sophistry,
postulating that bacteria could
not survive at mountain
altitudes and insisting that the
bracing air would strengthen
constitutions. Thus, it was no
trick at all to tailor the western
cure to women, especially in
light of a national vogue of
female fitness, and therefore no
accident that Sallie found

herself struggling along the hiking trails of upper
Bear Creek during the summer of 1892.
The dean of medical climatologists and,
directly or indirectly, Sallie's medical advisor in
Colorado was Dr. Charles Denison. Denison,
who had come back from the dead in the 1870s
as a Colorado-cured consumptive, brought a
Lazarus-like conviction to his Denver practice.
Part physician, part scientist, and part missionary,
Denison enjoyed an international reputation. By
the time the Beers arrived in Denver, Denison
was not only the best-known doctor in town, but
also he occupied a chair at Denver University as
"Professor of Diseases of the Chest and
Climatology." He won worldwide fame in 1893
with his address at the Chicago Columbian
Exposition, where he popularized his prescription
of "respiratory gymnastics." Denison submitted
that tuberculosis bacilli could thrive only at low
elevations in "stagnant" lungs, a condition easily
cured by the twin forces of exercise and altitude.
Hiking through alpine forests and meadows also
promised the benefits of "diathermancy"-the
stimulating contrasts of temperature experienced
in the sun versus the shade at high altitude.
Finally, in a remarkable appeal to science over
gender, Denison advised women to "overcome
the conventionalities of society and throw away
their corsets," lest they obstruct the natural
healing of respiratory gymnastics.
No records exist to prove a patient-physician
relationship between Sallie Beers and Dr.
Denison, but she could not have avoided his
pervasive influence, nor could Will and Sallie
have found Troutdale on their own. Moreover, in
the absence of Denison's theories, it is unlikely
that a fashionable Southern lady would have
elected to rough it at a primitive mountain camp.
Scenes on the outskirts of Denver should have
forewarned her of the Spartan life in store for
those dedicated to the cure. Certain that at last
they had spotted an Indian village, Bessie and
Marguerite grew excited upon seeing clusters of
white tepees marking the edge of the city as the
family traveled west along lower Bear Creek
toward the foothills on the "Sunday School"
excursion route of the old Denver South Park
and Pacific Railroad. Instead of Chief Colo row
and the Ute Indians who had hunted deer and
grazed their horses in this valley a generation
earlier, the girls saw their mother's fellow lungers

Plantation home
of the Beers
Sisters' maternal
grandparents,
Levi and Martha
Gibson, Mt.
Sterling,
Kentucky, ca.
1880. The Beers
Sisters were
deeply influenced
by their Southern
heritage.
Grandfather
Gibson raised
tobacco, ginseng,
and mules. The
patriarchal figure
in the picture is
Matthew Gibson,
Sallie's brother
and the Beers
Sisters' uncle,
who inherited
the family
plantation

encamped in funny cone-shaped tents with wall
flaps rolled up all around to welcome the
salubrious air.
The train route ran the length of the valley
from the confluence of Bear Creek and the
Platte just south of Denver through irrigated
farms and cattle ranches to the town of
Morrison, a prototypical Front Range settlement
marked by ugly development and great natural
beauty. Nestled behind a hogback that rose
dramatically above the plains to announce in
earnest the beginning of the Rocky Mountains,
Morrison lay at the mouth of Bear Creek
Canyon, surrounded by coal mines, quarries,
and clay pits amidst towering pinnacles of red
sandstone so spectacular that part of the area
eventually would be set aside as a public park.
For the Beers family, this was no excursion;
and there was little time for Bessie and
Marguerite to scamper among the ship-sized
rocks or to poke around in Morrison's famous
dinosaur diggings as they helped their parents
transfer their belongings from the train to the
stagecoach. From Morrison the stage line ran

twelve miles up the narrow, winding canyon
along a shelf road that Easterners often found
more thrilling than the mountain scenery. At the
end of the line, the canyon opened into a short
valley where pioneer ranchers and tourism
promoters had founded Evergreen, a town of
two-hundred serving as a popular site for
overnight excursions and later becoming Denver's
favorite destination for day trips by motor car. In
1892, it appeared as little more than a scattered
collection of rude cabins, nothing at all like a
civilized town in Kentucky or Ohio. Sallie must
have felt the wilderness at hand as she climbed
into the buckboard wagon that would take her
another three miles upstream, into the face of
Mt. Evans.
Aside from being the prettiest part of the long
day's journey, the last leg to Troutdale provided a
pleasant introduction to Dr. Denison's
diathermancy. The wagon trail followed the
banks of Bear Creek, more of a brook now as it
tumbled into small sunlit meadows full of
wildflowers and then raced down rocky chutes
under the shade of giant spruce trees. Perhaps
-11-

Edna, about age
21, irrigating on
a rented farm
west of Denver
(ca. 1903)
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Sallie did experience what Denison labeled
"electric stimulation" as the wagon passed in and
out of deep shade and brilliant sunshine. But an
ailing traveler would have settled into Troutdale
with mixed emotions. Three rough cabins, built
from unpeeled pine logs and slabs, rested
precariously on a rocky southern exposure above
the creek. Water came by bucket from the creek,
and each cabin had a copper wash boiler for
heating water on top of the cook stove. While
none of this was entirely alien to Sallie, she had
seldom faced such challenges without a servant,
especially on washdays, and camping out was not
a part of her culture. Increasingly she found that
she could turn to Will, who for reasons not
altogether clear (perhaps because he had been
reared in a companionate family with six sisters)
transcended the gender roles of the day as he
took over the family's domestic responsibilities
and became Sallie's nurse. Later, when Mattie
and Edna joined the family, he would have
substantial assistance. In the meantime, Bessie,
the precocious and sometimes difficult middle
child, who would be nine in November, turned
her considerable energy toward good citizenship
and the challenges of rustic living. She carried
water and gathered wood, helped with the dishes
and laundry, and mixing play with responsibility,
took command of Marguerite on family hikes
and fishing jaunts. Her future as grand matriarch
of the Beers family may have begun here.
There runs a deep and ironically sometimes a

frenetic strain in American culture that
venerates the "simple life," especially its
back-to-nature renditions. For Henry David
Thoreau (who died from tuberculosis) , the
return to nature was a blessed event, quiet
and contemplative; for Theodore Roosevelt
(who conquered asthma with exercise) , it was
a combative quest, a Darwinian struggle to
strengthen the individual and improve the
species. Both versions profoundly influenced
the prescriptive literature on fighting
tuberculosis; but the unadorned conditions
at Troutdale implied a Rooseveltian
ruggedness, a textbook opportunity tor
respiratory gymnastics.
It is uncertain, however, that Sallie was
willing or able to endure the austerity of the
mountain cure. As a Southern belle who
valued privilege and ostentation, she would
have shown little patience toward any
extended version of the simple life.
Moreover, it is unlikely that Will, a gentle
romantic who took up landscape painting,
abstained from hunting, and shrank from the
role of taskmaster, would have enforced a
punishing routine against Sallie's wishes.
Finally, even if she had taken to the
mountains on Roosevelt's or Denison's terms,
there remains the question of whether the
aggressive therapy would have done her more
harm than good. The generation of
tuberculosis experts who succeeded Dr.
Denison often prescribed complete rest to
prevent the slightest pulmonary exercise, let
alone pulmonary gymnastics.
For Sallie, two months at Troutdale had
hardly worked a miracle. She and Will would
soon face a difficult decision. As the late
summer days grew shorter, the sun deserted
large sections of the canyon by early
afternoon, and Bessie began to report
morning frost along the grassy banks of Bear
Creek. In a letter to her sister, Nora, Sallie
put the best face on her "weak condition,"
noting that she was "making a somewhat
better appearance" and that her spirits were
lifted by "heavenly scenery," not to mention
the caring efforts of "dear sweet Will."
With the approach of autumn, and no
cure at hand, Sallie's first impulse might have
been to return to Kentucky, to her children

and family. Instead, she and Will decided to
seek winter quarters and remain in Colorado.
Will took a scouting trip to Denver in search
of a desirable neighborhood with a good
school for Bessie. It was no accident that he
rented a comfortable house at 1123
Boulevard Avenue (later renamed Federal
Boulevard) in the heart of the fashionable
Highlands. The Highlands, reputed to have
the freshest air in Denver, took its name from
the elevated position it occupied on the
northwest side of the city, well removed and
upwind from the industrial valley. It also
could boast of its beautiful, new Boulevard
School, only a block from Bessie's front door.
Sallie wrote Nora that "Will seems very
pleased with his choice. I will miss the
mountains, but the nights are quite cold now.
A few of the leaves are turning gold ....
Yesterday, Will carved our names in the bark
on an aspen tree. "
Part Two of the story of the Beers Sisters
(to appear in the next issue of Historically
Jeffco) will follow the family's return to
Jefferson County, albeit to the agricultural
plains rather than to the magical mountains.
What follows is the stuff of melodrama: Five
young women on their own out West, who
despite the death of their parents and the
insuperable odds against "orphan girls,"
would establish themselves as educators,
ranchers, and businesswomen. In the process
they would foil evil bankers and sly
competitors; defend their virtue against
menacing drifters; and through pluck and
providence create an enormously successful
enterprise-the Beers Sisters Farm Dairy,
located on the southwestern shore of Marston
Reservoir near the present-day intersection of
Belleview (formerly Beers Sisters Road) and
Wadsworth. Here, they would honor their
mutual pledge never to marry, creating a
women's domain in which the traditions of
gender roles and family structure were
transformed.
I am a minor source for a lengthy book
manuscript that I have been working on from
time to time for more than twenty years and
from which the Historically Jeffco articles
have been distilled. Sources range from the

Beers Family Papers, to courthouse records in
Kentucky and Colorado, to oral history
interviews with virtually everyone alive who
was close to the sisters, including my mother,
my uncle, and countless other hired men
(David Chenault in particular), and especially
with the sisters' closest female friends: Mary
Stevens, Clara Stahlman, Ethel Smith, and
most indispensably, a distant cousin, Sarah
Hall. Finally, the project could not have gotten
off the ground without the kind cooperation of
the Herbert Boyle Family, also distant cousins,
who inherited the Beers sisters' farm and made
the family papers available to me.

Marguerite, age
24, on an outing
with beau, 1913.
Marguerite was
besieged by suitors and deeply in
love at least
once. Her dilemma dramatically
symbolized that
of her sisters and
a great many
other independent women
who were both
attracted and
repelled by the
idea of marriage
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A Pleasure Ground in the Mountains:
Denver's Mountain Parks and the Opening of
Jefferson County

lying almost at the
doors of Denver." 1
Or, later, Mayor
Speer, who may
have been thinking
ofWalker in
February 1910
when he assured
citizens that,

by Sally L. White
View from Auto
Highway in
Denver
Mountain Parks
All images and map
courtesy of the Sally
L. White collection
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ine thousand acres of Denver Mountain
Parks today form the nucleus of
Jefferson County's treasured natural
preserves and open spaces. Why and how did
this unique park system come into being? The
very beginnings of this unprecedented system
remain veiled behind a screen of diverse interests
and individuals who planted the seeds in the
early years of the 20th century. The net result,
deliberately engineered, was the opening of
Jefferson County-and all the scenery of the
Colorado mountains beyond-to tourism and
settlement.
Who initiated this daring concept? Was it
John Brisben Walker, whose 1909 brochure
predicted, "What is destined to become a
favorite playground for a nation, is embraced
within a narrow area, half a dozen miles square,

N

/!splendid
opportunity is
presented (for
someone with
means) to secure
and present to
the city a ten to
twenty thousand
acre mountain
park within 20
to 25 miles of
the city; with
beautiful valleys,
canons, streams, cliffs and scenery unsurpassed,
where the masses could spend happy days and
feel that some of the grandeurs ofthe Rocky
Mountains belong to them. The donor ofsuch a
gift would be remembered for generations to
come. "2

Warwick M. Downing, present at the
inception, reported in 19 31 that "the entire
credit must be given to the Commercial
Organizations"; but added that "the idea was
not new: it had been advocated perhaps ten
years prior [1901?], in a public address to the
Chamber of Commerce, by Thomas F. Walsh. "3
The Chamber of Commerce appointed a
Special Parks Committee on February 9, 1911,
to consider a "park near the mountains,"
following close on the footsteps of the Denver
Real Estate Exchange, encouraged by Walker.
Within days, the Denver Motor Club appointed
a similar committee. These three committees of
the "Commercial Organizations" soon blended
into one force to further their shared goals.

Formation of the Mountain Parks
Commission

Creek (1915)
• Construction of the Bear Creek Road (AprilDecember 1915)
• Construction of the Squaw Pass Road as far
as Echo Lake (1916-August 1919)
• Construction of a cement road from Denver
to Golden (1915)
• Building of Genesee (Chief Hosa) Lodge
(1918) and numerous shelters and picnic
areas
• Building of the highway from Echo Lake to
Summit Lake
• Construction of a road from Echo Lake to
Idaho Springs, completing the loop 3
All this came in addition to acquiring,
developing, and managing 9,000 acres of
foothills and mountain parklands in Jefferson
County alone.4 Late in 1914, however, the
Denver City Council blocked the use of the
dedicated mill levy and budgeted only $67,500
for park acquisition and road construction in
1915. T hus, before any of the above tasks could
be accomplished, the Parks Advisory
Commission decided, after much internal
struggle, to file suit against the City. In ruling in
their favor, the court upheld the mission of the
mountain parks. 5 (This may have been the first,
but surely was not the last, attempt to divert
funds dedicated for parks and open space.)

By March 1911, the three committees had
"resolved themselves into a Joint Committee . ..
and appointed an Executive Committee ...
which later became the Mountain Parks
Committee of the Commercial Bodies."
Downing was the first chairman and continued
in this role as the Committee took on the
"active charge and management of the Parks" in
September 1914 on the invitation of Otto F.
Thurn, Denver's Commissioner of Property.
"This was a duty the Committee did not care to
assume," Downing reported, "but in the public
interest Mr. Thurn's request was accepted."
Indeed, public interest, along with "enlightened
self-interest," was to guide the entire program
for more than 20 years to come.
Mter Mayor Speer was re-elected in 1916, he
appointed a new chairman, JohnS. Flower; but
kept some of the original members on as the
formal Mountain Parks Advisory Commission.
The Committee of the Commercial Bodies,
Downing says, "continued to function for many
years thereafter, and ... rendered valuable
assistance to the official Advisory Committee."
During its tenure, this Mountain Parks
Advisory Committee/Commission was
responsible for the following developments in
Denver, Jefferson County, and beyond:
• Successful promotion of voter approval of the
Mountain Parks Amendment, which
dedicated a one-half mill levy to
acquisition and maintenance of
DENVER'S
mountain parklands (May 12, 1912)
N~w Mountain Parks
• Contract with Frederick Law
'In the Heart of the
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Good Planning -and "Good
Roads"
In the closing decades of the 19th century,
Frederick Law Olmsted of Brookline,
Massachusetts, was the best known name in
landscape architecture and park planning, with
New York's Central Park and The Broadmoor
Hotel in Colorado Springs significant in his
portfolio. Although Olmsted, Sr., had died in
1903, his firm, Olmsted Brothers, maintained a
high reputation for quality under the leadership
of his son. Thus it was Frederick Law Olmsted,
Jr., who came to Denver in 1912 to conduct an
early survey of the potential for a mountain park
system. During his travels in the foothills west of
Denver, he identified more than 41,000 acres of
"lands for acquirement" but he also laid out the
basis for the roads that would be needed. 6
The list above suggests the huge role that
road-building played in the early days of the
Mountain Parks system. No use inviting the
"masses" to the mountains without providing a
way for them to get there! Denver's substantial
role in initiating Jefferson County's road system
is often overlooked. The success, and impressive
public acceptance, of the parks themselves soon
overshadowed the effort that had gone into
making them accessible. As early as 1913, a
brochure introducing the mountain parks
reminded people that:
-16-

"Contrary to general belief, the Denver
Mountain Parks System is not confined
exclusively to the lands owned for park
purposes, for road construction forms a very
important factor in the general term "mountain
parks." Roads built by the Park Commissioners
pass between privately owned and government
[federal] owned properties, as well as lands
owned by the city.
"Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted was engaged to
go over the mountains and to make such
suggestions as he deemed necessary, and after he
had made a thorough investigation he
recommended certain roads, the purchase of
certain tracts to insure the freedom of the
people for picnic grounds, the opening of bits
of forest for the vistas and the purchase of
certain tracts for the view afforded or for some
special bit of scenery.
"The central part of Mr. Olmsted's plan,
however, was the construction of roads of easy
grades over and around the mountains and into
the valleys, connecting the various scenic points
and thereby affording an easy means of reaching
the then inaccessible parts of the mountains
lying twelve miles from the city limits ....
"The acquirement of mountain parks was for
the purpose of assuring perpetually to the
residents of Denver the sublime scenery of the
Rockies, the preservation of native forests and

having for all time a pleasure ground in the
mountains for the thousands of annual visitors
to the city easily accessible." 7
In his second contract with Denver, Olmsted
reviewed the "roads to be considered" in support of
his acquisition and park development plan, and
recommended 214 miles of road improvements by
priority. If we exclude the 52 miles of roads related
to the Denver National Park, 162 miles remain, of
which 35.5 miles are roads within Parks. 8
Interest in "good roads," started by bicycle
enthusiasts in the 1880s, came to a focus with the
advent of that new craze, the automobile. People
and their goods had traveled the old wagon roads
under animal power for millennia, but the motor
car demanded better. The Good Roads Movement
was one of the up-and-coming trends that the
Mountain Parks Advisory Commission tapped
effectively and made its own.
Because of the focus on road construction to
access the Mountain Parks, the newly formed
(1909) Colorado Highway Commission soon
became a useful ally. 9 By 1918, the Colorado
Highway Commission was publishing its Colorado
Highways Bulletin, which touted Denver's efforts
at road-building and helped promote the
mountain parks agenda. In the first issue, June
1918, the president of the State Good Roads
Association wrote:
"We are now more than ever overwhelmed
with the importance of roads-good roads-for
Colorado. They are not only a
commercial necessity, but it is our
patriotic duty, made manifest on every
hand, for each and every community to
do its utmost to the end of the greatest
improvement possible for the roads
that we have and the construction of
others that are necessary." 10
The connection between parks and
prosperity was regularly made manifest,
never more directly than in the
September issue of the magazine:
"That the tourist of today is the
settler of tomorrow is a statement
which has become axiomatic in the
history of travel in Colorado. Fully
30 percent of the travelers who
come to this state each year are in
search of land, mining claims or

business opportunities of one kind or
another.... Of the other 70 percent a large
proportion buy or build summer homes
here and come back to the state each year.
The sums expended annually by them reach
staggering figures ... Colorado's prosperity is
bound up in the traveler to a very
appreciable extent and every possible effort
should be made by local and state
authorities to make his stay here a pleasant
one, for business reasons if for no other." 11
All this, even in the days before "heritage
tourism" became fashionable, was well
understood by the three committees of the
Commercial Bodies. As early as December
1911, when the Executive Committee made its
initial recommendations, they knew that they
were engaged in a commercial venture that
"would pay for itself":
"The horde of tourists is increasing
constantly and will continue to increase.
Even though the number of tourists should
not be greater, yet, if the average length of
their stay in and about Denver be doubled,
the cost of the parks would be repaid in a
single year. Our belief is that such parks will
not only prolong the average visit of the
tourist several times, but will add very
largely to the number of visitors, and in the
end will largely be the cause of adding
millions yearly to the wealth of the state." 12

The Lariat Trail,
built with funds
from Colorado,
Denver, and Jefferson County,
provided a
thrilling drive and
great views of
Golden in 1914,
as it still does
today. Some of
the old stone
guard rails are
still visible along
the roadway
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In the same document, the Executive
Committee had realized that the single "ten to
twenty thousand acre mountain park" Speer had
suggested must be replaced by a "chain of parks
so as to embrace every character of mountain
scenery." In 1915, the Mountain Parks
Commission approved $5,000 for tourist
brochures and information agents, noting that
"If we can stop even half of them one day or a
week or longer, it will be very profitable to every
business man in Denver." 13

What If?
The Mountain Park story could well have
come out differently. From our vantage point,
knowing the outcomes, we are challenged to
imagine the many other possibilities, had some
of the twists and turns of decision-making gone
another direction.
What if, for example, Mt. Falcon near Morrison had been selected for the primary road to
access mountain views and open up the territory
to the west? John Brisben Walker, "father of the
mountain parks," lobbied strenuously for that
outcome in a letter to Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.
in October 1912. He eloquently argued that Mt.
Falcon, not Lookout Mountain, would best dis-

Legendary
"Cement Bill"
Williams
persevered in
engineering and
constructing the
Lariat Trail to the
top of Lookout
Mountain. State,
city, and county
contributed funds
for its completion,
but Bill's drive
made it happen.
Read this amazing
history at
www.citymtnview.
com, or see

Historically Jeffco,

1988,2003
Photo courtesy of Arthur Lakes Library, Colorado
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play spectacular views of Denver, as well as
mountains and "canons" to the west:
"Therefore, should not the first step be the
construction of a highline grade not exceeding
six percent, to one or the other of the high
peaks which look down on Denver from the
west. These are Lookout Mountain and Mt.
Falcon. It is only a question as to which of
them opens up the more inviting Park region.
"Nine out of ten of those who have visited
Mt. Falcon have expressed the belief that it is
the most superb mountain top within easy
reach of any city in America. Nor would it be
possible to imagine anything more wonderful
than the drive from Mt. Falcon west, to Eden
Park, which is along the crest of a ridge, alternately commanding the Bear Creek and
Turkey Creek canons, and in many places,
both.
"Eden Park itself is a delightful terminus;
and thence you may take your choice of a
drive home, either alongside the rushing waters
of Bear Creek, or down the Turkey Creek
Canon with its magnificence of scenery." 14
Mter offering to build this road himself for no
more than $3,000 per mile, Walker concluded his
five-page handwritten letter with a summary plea
reflecting his own "enlightened self-interest":
"Denver needs a Mountain Park for 1913.
Every year that it is delayed, it means money
lost to the merchants of Denver. There is no
reason why this magnificent section of peaks,
parks and canons should not be open to
tourists by June 1st 1913 .... If the money
now available shall be spent in buying lands or
in opening up the Bergen Park region, Denver
for 1913 will be without a scenic highline
drive, without a road reaching a nearby peak,
and will lose the superb scenery on Mount Falcon, the Ridge Drive to Eden Park and the
return drives via Turkey Creek Canon." 14
Olmsted's reply was noncommittal. In his
response, he assured Walker that he "had given
much thought to it" but had to wait until he had
more information. 15 His final answer came in his
road report of 1914; 16 and by then, of course, the
Lariat Trail was already completed across Mt.
Zion and Lookout Mountain. Denver got its
mountain park in 1913, but it was Genesee, not
Mt. Falcon, that became the historic first acquisition.

Other "movers and shakers" of their day had
ideas too. We can be grateful that not all bore
fruit. Charlie Quaintance, of the Castle Rock
Scenic Railway company in Golden,
offered up South Table Mountain as
a final resting place for Buffalo Bill.
"The proposition of the Quaintance Investment company to
make Castle Rock the site for the
proposed Cody monument is
attracting the favorable attention
of the monument committee,
and it may be that the offer will
be accepted. The further suggestion that this mountain be
taken over by the city of Denver and made a part of Denver's
mountain park system and
named Mount Cody also has
our hearty approval.
For the tourist this would
be but the starter, the introduction to Denver's Mountain Parks and the
beautiful trips at Denver's very door.... For
many years this mountain has been known the
world over as the sentinel of the Rockies and if
a monster rough-hewn horse and rider be
erected on this pedestal it would be seen from
Denver and the plains beyond, and would be
in constant view of everybody going up Lookout Mountain ... " 17
Lastly, what if the dedicated mill levy adopted
by voters in 1912 had not been eliminated in
1955? By now, that tax could be generating more
than $4.5 million per year. 18 The Mountain Park
system could have continued to flourish these last
50 years, rather than entering a period of quiet
stability (some say, neglect and decline). Perhaps
more of the scenic "pleasure ground," the 44,000
acres Olmsted originally envisioned, could have
been protected.
As it developed, the gap was brief. By 1972,
local citizens saw lands lost to development and
passed their own parks plan in the form of the
one-half mill sales tax that implemented the Jefferson County Open Space program (see related
article). At times knowingly, and sometimes not,
this program added much protected acreage that
had been identified by Olmsted back in 1914.
Walker's beloved Mt. Falcon became public parkland in 1974, as did the rest of Bear Creek

Canyon in later years. Jefferson County now contributes about 20,500 acres of open space that fall
within the main Mountain Parks region, and most
of Olmsted's original vision has been realized.

Critics sometimes suggest that the Mountain
Parks are underdeveloped, not living up to their
full potential. Let's let Olmsted speak to that concern, as he did in 1913.
"Except in stormy weather a roofed shelter
is a distinctly undesirable thing in the Mountain Parks. People go there to enjoy the wild
and mountainous quality of the scenery ...
while every added building ... detracts by so
much from the peculiar and absolutely unique
quality of these Mountain Parks. It is in fact
almost unfortunate that they should be called
Parks at all because of the extremely sophisticated ideas which have become attached to
that word .... To call them the Denver Mountain Forests would be far more expressive of
their essential character." 19
Did the Commercial Bodies succeed in opening the foothills? We have only to look at Jefferson County today, with more than 535,000 residents and 60,000 acres of open space and mountain parks (excluding several thousand more in
private preserves) to know the answer. 20 The
Mountain Parks system is also poised for renewed
success: a Master Plan (2007-08) will reexamine
directions, and the non-profit Denver Mountain
Parks Foundation, formed in 2002, is providing
valuable support. The visionaries-Walker, Speer,

Picnicking
is as popular
along the Lariat
Loop today as it
was in the Mountain Parks system's early years.
This postcard of
Lookout Mountain is sometimes
labeled Bergen
Park, another
picnic stop along
the loop near
Evergreen
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Olmsted, Downing, and many others who
worked so hard-should be pleased as the Mountain Park System approaches its second century
with new enthusiasm and commitment to their
historic vision.

Endnotes:
Notes: This review only scratches the surface of the Denver
Mountain Parks' early years. Selected references and original
documents are available in full online at www.mountainparkshistory.org.
1 This quote is from the undated "The Mount Morrison Railway to the Peak and Park of the Red Rocks" brochure, which
speaks of the "dozen beautiful drives radiating from the town
of ~1orriscn.,, P.,..Il earlier publication ("!vfount !vforrison Denver's Most Delightful Suburb") by Walker's Colorado Power,
Water, Railway and Resort Co. (1908) mentions Turkey
Creek and Bear Creek canon, as well as Troutdale-in-thePines as part of Mount Morrison's "environment."
2 Mayor Speer's speech "Public Improvements and Special
Assessments" was presented to the Y.M.C.A on Monday, February 21, 1910. It was printed in full in Municipal Facts, Vol.
2, No.4, on February 26, 1910.
3 "How D enver Acquired Her Celebrated Mountain Parks: A
Condensed History of the Building of America's Most Unique
Park System," 1931, Municipal Facts, March-April 1931: 12,

Red Rocks, the
last new park to
be added to the
system, was purchased by Denver in 1928. Creation Rock,
shown in winter
mode, dominates
park views,
though visitors
no longer get to
see the park
from its summit
as they once did

14, 23, 28.
4 Between 1913 and 1928, Denver acquired 12,571 acres of
land in four counties. Current total acreage is 14, 140, of
which about 9,000 acres are in Jefferson County (Denver
Mountain Parks records).
5 Downing article, p.23; see also Minutes of the Mountain
Parks Commission, December 23, 1914 and January 25,
1915; see http:/ /mountainparkshistory.org/Articles/, retrieved
6/25/07.
6 Memorand urn to the Mountain Parks Commission, July 17,
1912. Olmsted Brothers, Landscape Architects. Olmsted Project #5580 files.
7 Brochure introducing the mountain parks, 1913; see
http://mountainparkshistory.org/Articles/, retrieved 6/25/07.
8 "Report on Roads to be Considered to Accompany Plans No.
58 [et al.]," January 20, 1914. Olmsted Brothers, Landscape
Architects. Olmsted Project #5582 files.
9 "Transportation Facts," Colorado D epartment of Transportation history on website at http://www.dot.state.co.us/TopContent/FactBook2005.pdf, retrieved 6/25/07. For more on
the "Good Roads Movement," search at www.google.com or
www.wikipedia.org.
10 "The Value of County Organization in Road Work," by
Chas. R. McLain, President State Good Roads, in Colorado
Highways Bulletin, June 19 18, Vol. 1, No. 1, p 16.
11 "Tourists and Settlers," editorial in Colorado Highways Bulletin, September 1918, Vol. 1, No. 4, p 16.
12 Letter "To the Joint Committee of the Mountain Park Project," December 7, 1911, from the Executive Committee. Olmsted Project #5582 files.
13 Minutes of the Mountain Parks Commission,
March 16, 1915; at
http: / I mountainparkshistory.org/Articles/Minutes,
retrieved 6/25/07.
14 Letter from John Brisben Walker to FL Olmsted,
Jr., October 24, 1912 (handwritten on Mount Morrison Railway stationery; Colorado Power, Water, Railway and Resort Co.) "Eden Park," near Indian Hills,
was only nine scenic miles from Morrison, according
to Walker. Olmsted Project #5582 files.
15 Olmsted letter to John Brisbane [sic] Walker,
November 6, 191 2. Olmsted Project #5582 files.
16 "Report on Roads to be Considered to Accompany
Plans No. 58 [et al.]," January 20, 1914. Olmsted
Brothers, Landscape Architects. Olmsted Project
#5582 files.
17 "Castle Rock May Be Added to Park Chain," Colorado Transcript article, 15 February 19 17, page 3.
18 Estimated based on 2006 budget for property tax
revenue and current mill levy.
19 Olmsted letter to Mr. JohnS. Macbeth, President,
Park Commissioners, Denver, Colorado, October 29,
19 13. Olmsted Project #5582 files.
20 Jefferson County statistics from
http:/ /jeffco.org/demo-population.htm; Open Space
information from Jefferson County Open Space 5Year Master Plan (2003); Mount Falcon Park History,
at http:/ /jeffco. us/jeffco/ openspace_uploads/ mount_
falcon_park_history.pdf (retrieved 6/26/07).
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TALES AND TRAILS:
The Background of
Jefferson County 's
Open Space Initiative
By jerry Grumka
"Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the
world. Indeed, it is the only
thing that ever has. "
- Margaret Mead

CCT h e r e are beaker
guys and there
are bucket guys. I
was a bucket guy." Lakewood's
John Litz is telling about his
career as a chemical metallurgist. Beaker people put on lab
coats and stay inside. Bucket
guys wear out gloves and hard hats, extracting
minerals. Litz worked for a time in Uravan, Colorado, on the San Miguel River, not far from the
Utah border, processing uranium in the late
1960s. Before long, though, a ball field in Wheat
Ridge will likely be named for him and his late
wife Karen.
Mr. Litz is a stately, distinguished looking gentleman whose meticulous explanations contain
morsels of subtle irony. He got into the Open
Space proposition in an odd way. In fact, he was
drafted.
The story begins about 25 years after the Second World War, the late 1960s. Housing was easing west from Denver toward those tilted uplifts,
the hogback, threatening to engulf the land
between the city boundaries and Golden. Golden
was accessible up Clear Creek, tucked behind the
two unusual, basalt capped Table Mountains. Suburban development was eating up territory that
had once been ranches and truck farms, a region
known for producing lettuce, carrots, and asparagus, along with a few fruit orchards. This was also
at one time the celery capital of the nation.
There weren't even any cities out there, just settlements called Lakewood and Wheat Ridge. Each
of them, minus a town core, decided to incorpo-

rate in 1969. Both of them, apparently, not wanting to be subsumed by the other, preferred, according to a present Wheat Ridge city administrator, to
remain separate from its next door neighbor.
Around the same time a splinter group of ladies,
from The League ofWomen Voters, began discussing the future of the area in the living room of
Carol Karlin of Golden. They lamented the way
developers were eating up agricultural land, and
they decided to be proactive in seeking ways to
pull natural parcels out of the path of urbanization. If it's going to be kept from bulldozers and
graders, they concluded, it'd have to be purchased
and set aside. They conducted a land use study
and formulated a plan. First they needed some
men to embrace their cause, and that's how Karen
Litz recruited husband John. "She volunteered me
for their Plan Jeffco," John says. He shifted focus
from processing minerals to preserving terrain.
This Women Voters group decided that the
only way to raise funds was for citizens themselves
to inaugurate a sales tax. It hadn't been done
before. States had taxes and cities too, but no
county had undertaken to persuade people for
such a cause.
Their proposal was modest, just one-half of one
per cent on retail sales: appliances, furniture, and

Pine Valley
Ranch Park
All photos and map
courtesy of jefferson
County Open Space
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autos, not on groceries. This meant that it would
take a $20 purchase to obtain a dime of revenue,
an infinitesimally small sacrifice for citizens. But
to achieve their goal required a huge selling job.
The three County Commissioners were the only
people who could authorize a referendum. That
trio had to be convinced, too, that it was worth
the effort. In addition to convincing voters, businesses had to be brought into the fold. After all,
they would have to be collecting the taxes.

"There were about twenty people from the
League who were prime movers," says Litz. They
formalized a board of thirteen members, and later
generated a "Task Force" of 31 more individuals
from respective communities with roles such as economic, scientific, and legal advisors to add intellectual muscle for the campaign. "They garnered
$5,000 mostly from auto dealers on West Colfax.
They secured support from 27 organizations, including the Audubon Society, Trout Unlimited, and The
American Institute of Architects. They printed and
distributed brochures. They prepared ten slide shows
for addressing service clubs such as the Optimists
and Rotarians. They aiso enroiied 400 peopie as
'door bellers,' folks who'd go door-to-door in neighborhoods. They were amazing promoters, getting a
hearty response," adds Litz. "They saw homes creeping up Green Mountain, and they sprang into
action. The spearheading group also revised the referendum language a dozen times. You couldn't ring
doorbells today. People would tell you to get lost."
Denver newspapers and area weeklies joined the
cause with strong advocacies. Then the Jefferson
County Commissioners climbed on board the bandwagon, and the referendum passed by 62%.
Some of those "charter instigators" are still
involved, serving in one capacity or another to
advance the Open Space initiative. Among those are
original Doorbelling Chair Margot Zallen, Golden;
Marilyn Mueller, Golden; Bette Seeland, Lakewood;
and 1957 Colorado School of Mines graduate Mr.
Litz, himsel£ Lakewood.
The first year's take from the sales tax collection
in 1973 was nearly 1.7 million dollars. Thirty-three
years later the 2006 inflow had advanced to almost
$32 million. Talk about pennies from heaven.
The first property purchased in 1973 was 353
acres one-half mile north of Red Rocks, outside of
Morrison, from the Nelson family, price $2,000 an
acre. Another 310 adjacent acres were added for the
same price, coming up to the Mt. Vernon Canyon
site of the original 1859 Mt. Vernon community.
Next acquisitions were 620 acres at Deer Creek
Canyon near Philipsburg; 175 acres and a lodge for
$350,000 near Tiny Town south of Highway 285;
and 450 acres retained for a nature center atop
Lookout Mountain. This parcel has Apex Gulch
(access off present Heritage Road), once the wagon
trail and stagecoach route into the mountains. It was
priced at $1,250 an acre - mostly scrubland with
steep slopes.

The Eden Principle:
Preserving Natural Settings
What's been happening to that unusual bounty
and the subsequent purchases? All told there are
23 sites under Open Space management at the
moment, with seven more properties under developmental consideration. Mter the 1972 referendum passed, a salaried director, Robert Kroening
was hired, who was replaced shortly by Ray Printz.
Here is a description of eventual growth. There is a
special headquarters building in the county administrative complex in Golden, off Sixth Avenue,
across from the jail. Five full-time executive positions have professional managers:
1. Acquisitions, 2. Administration and Education,
3. Citizen Outreach, 4. Park Services, and 5. Planning and Development. There are 94 paid employees, plus over 1,000 volunteers who serve as
rangers, trail guides, and nature center instructors.
Four sites have permanent rangers living on the
premises. The roughly 51,000 acres under management constitute about 10% of Jefferson County
land, according to present Director Ralph Schell.
Schell is a 1975 graduate of Colorado State
University, with a major in Outdoor Recreation
and Planning. His first job was as a ranger in Utah
at a national park; and then he returned to Colorado as a trails planner, initially with Open Space
and then with Colorado State Parks. He is in his
tenth year as Open Space Director.
Schell is a soft-spoken, earnest, forthright man
who wears his sense of mission in an unassuming
manner. He has the distinct ability to articulate a
clear purpose. He says that upcoming management
proposals will feature properties up two canyons,
Clear Creek and Coal Creek. The Open Space
enterprise owns considerable land on both sides of
Highways 6 and 72. "We also have to set up a
plan for South Table Mountain," he says. "Open
Space owns most of the top; and only the Bradley
family retains a portion."
Here's how things work. Spending decisions rest
in the hands of the County Commissioners. Recommendations occur in the following manner: A
permanent standing group of a dozen individuals
called the Open Space Advisory Committee, with
its own special OSAC meeting facility, gathers
each month to review propositions. Their role
essentially is advice and consent. In addition to
special interest groups such as bikers, these people
represent county towns and recreational districts.

Appointed by and representing communities,
each person serves a three-year term (two of
them are alternates, serving two-year assignments). Current chair is Greg Stevinson, realtor
and developer of the Colorado Mills shopping
mall.
A recent meeting of this forum featured an
intricate and comprehensive power point presentation from an appointed subgroup, a development and management proposal about
North Table Mountain. The chair and chief
presenter of the study group was Margot
Zallen. Yes, the same Ms. Zallen from the original 1970s advocacy contingent. This current
group had been meeting for over a year, 33 sessions, bent on arriving at a consensus regarding
preservation and use. They also had walked
around the top of the mesa several times. "We
tried to balance recreational purposes with
ecosystem protection," Ms. Zallen reported.
They did a wildlife survey, including vegetation
elements (plants and their prevalence, including invasive species). They had 54 map overlays
to flash on the screen. A concluding recommendation: no cars on top. In addition to designating preferred parking areas below the
mountain and upslope access walkways, they
sketched hiking trails, curling along the
perimeter and weaving through the interior,
where most of the trails are old roads through
knee high native grasses.

Matthews/Winters
Park
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What animals are up there? The usual suspects, for
the most part: rodents of all kinds, ground squirrels,
chipmunks, rabbits, prairie dogs (few regular squirrels- not enough trees); skunks, raccoons, foxes, coyotes, deer, maybe an occasional mountain lion; also
customary Foothills birds, with raptors nesting on
cliff-like outcroppings, hawks and golden eagles.
"This is where the plains and the mountains intersect," said Zallen. "It is an island in the sky."
Shortly after the Open Space program got underway in the 1970s, two issues arose. One was that the
fledgling organization had to settle for a definition,
to clarify its purpose. What did open space signify,
precisely; and how should purchases be administered?
Thus, a mission statement was formulated; and it
stipulated that a guiding philosophy should be "to
provide a living resource ... of lands and waters ...
for the physical, psychological, recreational, and
social enjoyment [of the public]." The idea included
considerations for the future as well as the present.
Hence, the program will continue to expand and
take in more desirable property.
Citizen Outreach Manager Ms. Thea Rock, offers
a solid summary, which characterizes the enterprise
as a healthy phenomenon. Not an exact quotation,
this is a consolidation of her reflection: The Open

Space system has become a vital branch of Jefferson County government, and it began when dedicated individuals with uncommon vision acted
upon their foresight. Quality people of similar disposition have sustained it for 35 years.

Sharing Resources
The second issue was that other groups, some
quite disparate, sought to tap into the billowing
funds. As businesses grew in the county and population increased, so too did revenue. In 1978
inmates of the county jail, citing overcrowded conditions, sued the Commissioners, demanding
funds to build a new facility; and funds from the
Open Space program were considered vulnerable.
Voters defeated that referendum. [A new jail has
since been constructed, with funds from other
sources.]
But that contentious issue stimulated other
thoughts for sharing. A 1980 referendum approved
the expansion of Open Space's concepts, allowing
capital expenditures with cities (for park purposes) ,
the school district, and recreation groups. As a
result monies have been extended for purchases
such as Clement Park off Bowles Avenue in Littleton, and synthetic playing surfaces for sports teams

(and club programs as well) at
scattered venues.
"The school district knew it
could not 'sell' a bond issue referendum to the public for artificial
turf fields. People would view
them as too exotic," says Open
Space Director Ralph Schell.
"However, it's been widely known
that synthetic fields save about
$60,000 a year in maintenance.
Also, those places can be used for
much longer periods than natural
turf surfaces. Natural sod takes
half a year to heal after heavy
football use, whereas manufactured turf, which is much cheaper
and of better quality now than it
once was, can be used by rec districts for all sorts of activities: soccer, field hockey, lacrosse, marching bands, off-season camps, all
summer long," he adds.
Open Space has not subsidized
these fields outright, though. It
only supplied "starter" funds, usually several hundred thousand dollars. The other entities have furnished the highest percentage of outlays. In at least
one case, the promoters obtained huge government
grants. John Litz reports, "Ray Baker and former
Denver Nugget basketball player Bill Hanzlik are
artists at raising funds. They engineered the construction of that picturesque stadium, modeled
after Coors Field, and the Gold Crown six-court
basketball field house next to the stadium at the
corner of Harlan and Alameda in Lakewood."
Historic and traditional endeavors at procured
Open Space sites have included a former fishing
lodge and a dude ranch for wealthy Easterners,
above the North Fork of the South Platte River
(Pine Valley Ranch), The Hiwan Homestead in
Evergreen (a 1974 purchase), and the ruins of a
former elaborate mansion on Mt. Falcon, the
incinerated dream of John Brisben Walker. Many
other sites represent early ranches, a dozen altogether. One of these has a special history, the
Meyer Ranch Park east of Aspen Park, on the
1800s stagecoach route from Denver to Leadville.
The meadow, south of Highway 285 - formerly
pasturage and a hayfield for 50 head of Herefords
that Norm and Ethel Meyer maintained- has

some seeps and a pond that form the headwaters
of South Turkey Creek.
Norman, presently moving into his ninth
decade, is a soft spoken and whimsical former
pilot for Continental Airlines. Passersby on Highway 285 still do a double take when they spot his
single engine high wing Cessna 180 monoplane
in the shed next to his picturesque Victorian
house. He still flies, and he belongs to a group
calling themselves UFOs: United Flying Octogenarians. When he comes in over his house to land
on the gently rising airstrip, he has to make it on
the first try. "If I pulled up," he says, "There's not
room to turn or to elevate and avoid the rock outcroppings. If there were a herd of buffalo in the
way, I'd have to plow into them." Bison are
unlikely to hang out in the pasture at this point,
though.
''After we stopped raising cattle, realtors were
after us to sell a portion of our property," says
Meyer. "So in 1987, I approached the Open
Space people and negotiated a sale. We had it
appraised, and it went for $4,000 an acre. I was
satisfied, but my wife felt we could have got
more.
Open Space did what it usually does, create
parking spaces, set up rest rooms, and groom the
trails. The brochure guide says, "Legend has it
that in the late 1880s the ranch served as a winter
quarters for animals of the P.T. Barnum Circus."
Interestingly, a remodeling of Meyer's home in
1955 exposed a board with the words "Circus
Town" scrawled on it.
At present, with 196 miles of trails, holdings
under Open Space management range geographically from Pine Valley Ranch Park on the North
Fork of the South Platte River to plots near Boulder County, north off Highway 93. Preservation
of the natural landscape is the prime purpose,
sanctuaries for wildlife. Other than the Estes Park
area, where elk spill out of Rocky Mountain
National Park, Jefferson County may claim the
largest and most benign elk population in the
world. In Evergreen and Conifer they filter gently
through neighborhoods, numbering in the hundreds. A realtor has labeled them "lawn ornaments" in advertising. Elk Meadow Open Space
Park off Highway 74 has bona fide herds for regular viewing. They excite visitors; and they are a
large source of residents' pleasure, even though
they may dismay hunters passing by.
))
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JEFFERSON COUNTY
Hank Alderfer
Rancher, Community Activist, Historian
Hank Alderfer was born April3, 1947, shortly
after his parents EJ and Arleta had bought
their ranch on Buffalo Park Road just west of
Evergreen. Hank worked the ranch until 1988
when he sold and gifted the home place
to the Jefferson Counr-y Open
Space Program.
In the 1960s Hank
assisted Arleta with an
oral history program
while she served as
Librarian at Evergreen Senior
High School.
He served eight
years on the
Board during
the formation
of the Jeffco
Historical
Society, and
received a Volunteer of the
Year Award. As a
volunteer he
helped form the
Evergreen Recreation Association in
1969. He was elected
and served 18 years on the
Evergreen Parks and Recreation District Board and was
instrumental in the formation of the Evergreen Trails Plan. In recognition of more than
30 years of service to mountain parks and
recreation, along with his contributions to the
Evergreen community, Hank received the
Evergreen Community Service Award in
1990. He is one of the founders of the Moun-

tain Area Land Trust and has served on their
board since 1992. Hank is also President of the
Bear Creek Cemetery Board.
While he operated a sawmill at his ranch,
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omeStain Ponderosa Pine. He
became a spokesperson for
the Colorado Timber Association and worked with
the Colorado State
Forest Service, providing educational
presentations, and
adding a significant benefit to
Front Range forest management.
Hank, Barbie
and their two
sons live west of
Pine Junction and
operate Range
Design & Construction, Inc. The
Colorado Historical
Society recognizes
Hank as a specialist in
historical restoration. He
has been expanding a Historical Ownership Study of the Evergreen area and has added a historical
review of Downtown Evergreen. His historical outreach column, YESTER-YEARS appears
bimonthly in the Canyon Courier.
Hank Alderfer was elected to the Jefferson
County Historical Commission Hall of Fame
in 2007.

Photo by Mike Strunk
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HALL OF FAME
Charles Warren Dake
Civil War Veteran, Founder of Pine Grove and Legislator

Charles Warren Dake, founder and resident of
Pine Grove, Colorado, was born July 28, 1839,
in Hinkley, Ohio. He moved to Iowa and married NancyTolbot in 1859. When the Civil
War began, he enlisted in Company
G, Twenty-ninth Iowa
Infantry. He distinguished
himself by bravery in
battle and was a second lieutenant at the
close of the war. He
was mustered out
in 1865 and paid
in Civil War
script. He then
returned to
Iowa and was
twice elected
treasurer of
Ringgold
County. He
moved to Kearney County,
Nebraska, in
1873 and operated a bank and stage
line that ran between
Nebraska and South
Dakota. In 1880 Charles
and his family moved to
Denver, Colorado.
Dake and his wife
rode the tourist train
to Pine Grove and
fell in love with the
area. In 1885 he
used his Civil War script to purchase 160 acres in

the area. In 1886 he platted the town, became
the general manager of Pine Grove Resorts, and
proprietor of the Cottage Hotel. He built the
Pine Mercantile Building, the Post Office, and
a two-room school house.
Dake was elected from Jefferson County to the Ninth
General Assembly of Colorado. As a representative, he did much for
the School of Mines in
Golden besides giving
Colorado an excellent game law. He
served as a Justice
of the Peace from
1888 until his
death in 1907. He
organized and
owned the Pine
Grove Water and
Light Co. He built a
dam on T he Elk
River to supply the
town with water, and
donated land for the Pine
Grove Cemetery. He and
his wife had four children,
A.H. Dake, E.C. Dake, Maud
Middaugh, and Lucy
Bryden.
Charles W Dake was
elected to the Jefferson
County Historical Commission Hall of Fame in 2007.

Photo courtesy of Colorado Historical Society, Stephen H. Hart Library
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Beaver Brook
Watershed
All Photos by
Mike Strunk

-28-

By Mike Strunk

An Idea Begins
On April 4, 1992, Linda Williams Rockwell
called the first meeting of a small group of Evergreen residents in the living room of her home,
to plot the course for what soon came to be
known as the Mountain Area Land Trust
(MALT). Two months later, after pondering the
scope of the organization and several possible
names, pro bono attorney Gerry Dahl prepared
incorporation papers. Dan Pike, Sylvia Brockner,
Dave Scruby, and Linda Dahl were named first
directors. The first annual membership meeting
was held in April 1993, when the first officers
were elected: Dan Pike, President; Hank Alderfer,
Vice President; Chuck Hazelrigg, Treasurer; and
Linda Dahl, Secretary. So began a vision that

resulted in the preservation of nearly 11,000 acres
of historic ranchland.
MALT was organized to help protect open lands
in the mountains west of Denver by working only
with willing landowners who wish to preserve their
property. The organization's focus is on lands with
the highest natural values and those that are most
dear to either an individual landowner or the community. MALT does not typically take sides on
development proposals and is apolitical.

First Projects
At the first annual meeting in 1993, three projects were identified as the group's highest priorities: preservation of Noble Meadow and Beaver
Brook Watershed and the establishment of the
Bergen Park Elementary School Nature Trail. All
three projects were successfully accomplished,

although Beaver Brook took
twelve years. Both Noble
Meadow and Beaver Brook
Watershed are described later.

Service Area
Many folks don't realize
how far-ranging MALT's
influence has become. While
many of the organization's past
efforts have focused on the
Evergreen/Conifer area, the
land trust serves not only the
western part of Jefferson
County but also Clear Creek
County and Park County. In
addition to projects close to
Evergreen, MALT is actively
working on the I-70 corridor
to Georgetown and along the
Highway 28 5 area to Fairplay.

Public Projects
Certainly the most visible
projects accomplished by the
Mountain Area Land Trust are
those that ultimately end up
in public ownership, and are
thus open to use by local residents and visitors. In these
cases, MALT works as a facilitator to help arrange the
acquisition of property by a
public agency from a willing landowner. Noble
Meadow and Blair Ranch, parcels now managed
by Jefferson County Open Space, and Beaver
Brook Watershed, now owned by the U.S. Forest
Service and Clear Creek County Open Space, are
examples of this type of project. In these cases,
the value of the land for wildlife and other natural resources is preserved, and these public lands
are available for hiking, mountain biking, horseback riding, and similar uses. The stories of the
preservation of these public projects make for
interesting reading.

Beaver Brook Watershed
Fifteen years in the making, about 6,000 acres
of spectacular scenery and important wildlife
habitat near Evergreen have been preserved with
widespread support by mountain communities

and the efforts of the Mountain Area Land Trust
and other organizations.
The Beaver Brook Watershed lies roughly four
miles west of Bergen Park along Squaw Pass Road
(Highway 103) as it winds toward Echo Lake and
Mount Evans. In the late 1800s, Beaver Brook was
used mostly for ranching and logging. As the City
of Golden grew in the early 20th century, citizens
began looking to the mountains as a source of
water. The city acquired the Beaver Brook Watershed, but by 1996 no longer needed it. Wanting
to preserve the scenic and wildlife resources, the
Mountain Area Land Trust began working with
Golden and several local, state and federal agencies
to find a way to protect the land. In 1998, MALT
and the U.S. Forest Service developed a strategy
for the federal agency to acquire the property over
a period of several years. This plan called for nearly 6,000 acres to be preserved as open space for
public use. It also meant that MALT and its partners would need to raise more than $21 million to
buy the land from the City of Golden. To some,
that seemed an impossible task.
Over the next seven years, MALT, with the support of several other non-profit organizations, led
an intensive campaign to solicit public support
and funding. A complex set of negotiations resulted in most of the land being added to the adjoining Arapaho National Forest. The remainder was
acquired by Clear Creek County Open Space
using a $5.2 million loan from Great Outdoors
Colorado, a state lottery-funded entity, and money
provided by Jeffco Open Space and MALT. The
loan is to be repaid as additional Congressional
funds are appropriated, thus allowing the Forest
Service to acquire the land currently held by Clear
Creek County.
Although the multi-year negotiation was
extremely complex, one thing is perfectly clear:
Beaver Brook Watershed is protected from development and is open to public use. Motorists and
bikers who travel up Squaw Pass Road in the fall
to view the golden aspen groves pass through the
watershed for about seven miles. They are comfortable to know that these views will never be disturbed with home construction. Hikers, horseback
riders, and mountain bikers enjoy the network of
old trails and dirt lanes; picnickers carry their food
to sit on rocks and logs at their favorite viewpoints; and photographers and artists capture the
scenic beauty on film, media cards, and canvas.
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Perhaps most importantly, the wildlife values of
the Watershed are protected for deer, elk, bear,
mountain lion, and many other species. This
habitat is part of a 20-mile long corridor that
extends from Elk Meadow Open Space all the way
to the Mount Evans Wilderness Area.
Thanks to widespread community support, a
tremendous amount of work by many volunteers
with several non-profit organizations, and great
cooperation by several public agencies, the Beaver
Brook Watershed is protected for all time. It is
one more instance when citizen initiative has
made an enormous difference in determining the
fate of our mountain landscape.

Noble Meadow

Blaw Ranch

Noble Meadow, that beautiful expanse of open
land at the gateway to Evergreen, is protected for
eternity - thanks to those who worked for 20
years to preserve it. The native grasslands, edged
with aspens and accented by historic barns and
frequent elk herds, are enjoyed by thousands of
travelers each day. Alas, many new residents of the
area and most visitors on their way to Mount
Evans on Squaw Pass Road are not aware of how
close this mountain treasure came to being lost to
development in the late 1970s.
The land at the intersection of State Highways
74 and 103, like much of the mountain area, was
first settled in the 1800s and then went through a
succession of owners. In the late 1960s, local resident Homer Noble and business partner Edward
Gaylord purchased the meadow. Noble ran cattle
and raised horses on it until the late 1970s. He
loved the land and was keenly interested in west-

ern history, in particular the West's ranching heritage. However, Noble, like many other ranchers,
found that increasing urbanization caused many
problems. Figuring that the land would eventually
be developed by someone, Noble and Gaylord
began planning for development.
Development plans for the meadow were well
on their way in 1978. A small but dedicated
number of Evergreen residents in a group called
Protect Our Mountain Environment (POME)
began working to protect this treasured land.
POME's efforts resulted in raising community
awareness and delayed the project until 1982. In
1983, another citizen's advocacy group was
formed in response to the potential Noble Meadow development - Evergreen North Area Balanced Land-use Effort (ENABLE). That organization continued working to save the meadow for
more than ten years. In 1984, Citizens for the
Responsible Development of Bergen Park, formed
by concerned residents of that community, also
picked up the effort to save Noble Meadow.
The meadow went through several changes of
ownership in the early 1990s. In 1994, MALT led
the "Save Noble Meadow" campaign. Because of
an outpouring of support by the public and many
businesses and non-profit groups, a bond issue
was approved by 97% of the voters to purchase
the property, an additional $200,000 cash was
raised by the community, and Jefferson County
Open Space was persuaded to buy the portion of
the 500-acre parcel west of Evergreen Parkway.
The owner at that time, local resident John
Thompson, agreed to sell the meadow portion of
the property with the understanding that he
would develop the office/commercial complex that now lies
south of the Buchanan ponds.
Thompson also sold and donated land to the Evergreen Park
and Recreation District (EPRD)
for the development of the
Buchanan Park recreation center
and ball fields. Colorado
Department ofTransportation
secured right of way, constructed Evergreen Parkway and
turned the old Highway 74 into
what is now known as Bergen
Parkway. Noble Meadow was
saved, and the eventual result

turned out to be win-win for everyone.
Today, the western-most part of N oble Meadow has been sold to a private individual, with a
conservation easement held by Jefferson County
Open Space, so its viewshed will forever be
enjoyed by travelers along Highway 103 toward
Mount Evans. The eastern part of the meadow
remains Jefferson County Open Space, and a trail
through this area connects the Pioneer Trail in
Buchanan Park, east of Evergreen Parkway, with
the original part of Elk Meadow Open Space to
the south. T he Buchanan ponds, recreation center
and ball fields are owned and managed by the
EPRD, much to the enjoyment of thousands of
users annually. And motorists driving over the Elk
Bridge on Highway 7 4, and up Highway 103
toward Mount Evans, can enjoy the open lands,
old barns and elk herds.
Noble Meadow- one of the most visible,
sometimes contentious and ultimately the most
appreciated open land preservation projects in the
mountain area - was protected through the initiative of a few citizens and the vast outpouring of
community support. This project was the first
successful preservation effort undertaken by the
Mountain Area Land Trust. And now that wounds
have healed, it is probably safe to say that all concerned - community activists, general public, and
the developers - are glad to see elk in the meadow
instead of houses.

Blair Ranch
For decades, the historic Blair Ranch west of
Evergreen Lake was used as a retreat, where the
Blair family could escape the summer heat of the
Great Plains. Upon the passing of the Blair family
elders in the early 2000s, Blair Ranch was listed
for sale. Because of its prime location and spectacular setting, interest by developers was keen and a
closing was imminent. Fortunately, the Mountain
Area Land Trust stepped in, raised community
awareness, and facilitated a purchase of the ranch
by Jefferson County Open Space.
Today, Blair Ranch ties together Denver Mountain Parks land on Elephant Butte with Jefferson
County's Alderfer-T hree Sisters Open Space. The
two agencies are working cooperatively to develop
a trail system that serves hikers, horseback riders
and mountain bikers. More than 2,000 acres of
contiguous open lands in this area are protected
for recreational use and wildlife habitat.

Conservation Easements

Legault Ranch

MALT also preserves privately owned property
by responding to requests from individual
landowners who wish to use a conservation easement to protect their land from development. A
conservation easement on private land is a legal
agreement between the landowner and the land
trust that stays with the land in perpetuity. The
property remains in private ownership and can be
used much as it always has. It can also be sold or
willed to heirs. In placing the easement on the
land, the owner agrees that it will not be developed for subdivisions or commercial use and that
it will be maintained according to good conservation practices.
Taxpayers benefit from conservation easements
by being able to enjoy views of the protected land
from public roads and/or public lands. They also
enjoy the wildlife that moves undisturbed
between public land and private property. In
recognition of these public benefits, state and federal tax incentives are available for landowners
who have protected their land with conservation
easements.
Through the existence of an easement, the
adult children of a deceased landowner may be
able to keep the land instead of having to sell it
to pay inheritance taxes, as often happens with
property not protected with a conservation easement. Federal income tax advantages, including a
tax deduction, may also be applied over an
extended time. In addition, Colorado state law
provides for tax credits on conservation easements
which can be used to pay state income taxes. If
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the landowners cannot use the credit themselves, it
can be sold to brokers, which results in cash back
to the landowner. Because tax laws frequently
change, interested landowners should always consult with qualified tax attorneys and accountants to
determine benefits in their specific cases.
MALT works confidentially with property owners and does not reveal the existence of conservation easements, or on-going negotiations, unless
the landowner desires. Many of the mountain area's
most treasured rural landscapes are protected with

Supporters, Volunteers and Staff
MALT's accomplishments would not have
been possible without the support of dozens of
volunteers over the years. The board of directors
typically consists of 15-20 dedicated community
leaders who donate time and financial support to
the organization.
The community at large has been tremendously supportive of MALT. From the first large-scale
public fundraising effort to save Noble Meadow
in 1994 through the most recent community
events, mountain area residents have supported
the organization. To handle the workload, in
addition to all the volunteers, MALT has a fulltime Executive Director and three part-time staff
and maintains a small office in downtown Evergreen.

More Information

Lorenz Ranch

conservation easements, unknown to the public.
Physical public access is not allowed on conservation easements held on private lands by MALT.

More information about the Mountain Area
Land Trust, as well as Denver Mountain Parks
and Jefferson County Open Space, can be found
in Portraits of Preservation, Protected Lands &
Ranches of Colorado's Front Range, a new coffee
table book by Mike Strunk. It is available from
www.sagebrushphotography.net
To contact the Mountain Area Land Trust:
303.679.0949, www.savetheland.org, or
MALT@savetheland.org

Accomplishments
The Mountain Area Land Trust has been fortunate to protect nearly 11,000 acres since 1993.
Through 2006, twenty conservation easements

About The Author
Mike Strunk owns Sagebrush Photography,
Inc., works part-time for the Mountain Area
Land Trust to protect land, is a member of the
Jefferson County Historical Commission, and is
a board member of the Jefferson County H istorical Society.

Sources

Log Cabin at
the Ford Ranch
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have been closed with landowners, and three public
projects have been successfully preserved. Nineteen
easements, totaling approximately 6,600 acres, are
currently in various stages of negotiation.

• Interviews: Linda Rockwell, Linda Kirkpatrick, Mel
Andrew, Hank Alderfer, Ginny Ades, Bud Simon, Bill &
Sylvia Brockner
• Documents: Meeting minutes, April4, 1992; Articles of
Incorporation, 1992; Bylaws, 1992; Annual Meeting Minutes, April 26, 1993
• Mountain Area Land Trust newsletters- November 2000,
Spring 2005, Fall2006, Spring 2007
• Mountain Area Land Trust brochures - various
• Beaver Brook Watershed, Background, Property Summary
and Proposal of Mountain Area Land Trust, DHM Design
Corporation, June 8, 1998
• Portraits of Preservation, Protected Lands & Ranches of
Colorado's Front Range, Mike Strunk, Sagebrush Photography, Inc., 2007

Olinger Crown Hill Cemetery Marks A
Century of Serving Families
By jeanine Spellman
ext to the bustling thoroughfare Wadsworth
Boulevard in central Jefferson County, lays a
quiet and peaceful sanctuary: Olinger Crown
Hill Mortuary and Cemetery. Many know Crown
Hill as the final resting place of a loved one or a
friend, while thousands of community members and
commuters know this as the home of the Tower of
Memories, an architectural icon and comforting
guidepost.
Olinger Crown Hill Cemetery is a place of tradition, where the names of the more than 133,000
deceased resting here are still hand-recorded in a
ledger. It's a place of comfort and reflection, where
memories abound. It is also a place that provides a
glimpse of the lifestyles, challenges, and events experienced by those who helped shape our community of
Jefferson County.

N

Origins
Denver, the "Queen City of the Rockies", was born
when thousands came west seeking their fortunes during the 1859 Colorado Gold Rush. The city quickly
grew, spurred by the arrival of merchants who supported the mining camps, the expansion of the agricultural community, and the arrival of the railroads.
Denver experienced
another population
surge in the 1880s,
when many affiicted
with the 'white plague'
tuberculosis flocked to
Denver to find treatment in the area's
warm, dry, sunny climate and clean air. By
1900 about one-third
of Colorado's population lived in the state as
tubercular patients.
George W. Olinger.
Serving the consumpImage courtesy Colorado
tive population gave
Historic Society, I0037280
rise to many of DenAll rights reserved
ver's health care institu-

tions, such as Swedish Medical Center, National
Jewish Medical and Research Center, Craig Hospital, AMC Cancer Research, and Crown Hill's
neighbor, Lutheran Medical Center, which was
established in 1905 as the Lutheran Sanitarium.
John Olinger and his wife Emma entered this
dynamic environment, when they moved their
funeral parlor business from Santa Fe, New Mexico, to Denver in 1890. Their son George Washington Olinger, who shared his name and birth
date with President Washington, began working
in the family business at age 15, and became his
mother's business partner upon the death of his
father in 1901. By 1908 the family had built an
impressive mortuary on Denver's 16th Street, the
first building in Denver constructed for this purpose. This would become the hub for the organization, which over time included mausoleums, a
crematory, cemeteries, insurance, and pre-need
serv1ces.
George W Olinger was a successful businessman, philanthropist, civic leader, Mason and
churchman. This generous man lived by his
creed- "no one has ever been denied an Olinger
service because of lack of funding." He demonstrated that commitment by offering liberal
financing at Olinger locations. He took it a step
further when he founded and served as the first
president of National Selected Morticians, an
association of leading mortuary firms dedicated
to elevating standards of funeral service and
ensuring fair and reasonable pricing.
Between 1890 and 1907, the population of
Denver had nearly doubled at almost 213,000.
This boom led to an increased need for services.
George W Olinger, along with Delos A. Chapell,
J .A. Gosney, Hugh Alexander, Vernon J. Davis
and Julius C. Gunter, formed the Crown Hill
Cemetery Association with the vision of "converting land just west ofWadsworth
Avenue . .. into one of the finest cemeteries in the
vicinity of Denver."
The vision of the members of the Crown Hill
Cemetery Association quickly became a reality
with the purchase of 180 acres of land from part
of a farm owned by Colorado legislator Henry
Lee. In December 1907 Crown Hill Cemetery
opened.
Planning for further expansion, Olinger
Crown Hill Associates purchased additional land
west of the cemetery from the Union Pacific
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Railroad in 1908. This expansion never took
place and ultimately became Crown Hill Park.
A 1908 plat map reveals that Crown Hill was
designed on a grid system that reflects the influence of a popular landscape planning style by the
country's leading designer of urban parks, Frederick Law Olmsted. The central esplanade flanked
by symmetrical blocks on either side conformed
to classical principles of strong axial organization
and bilateral symmetry. These attributes were the
basis for "The City Beautiful" movement, which
influenced civic planning for years.
The first interment was held on May 12,
1908, when Augusta Garson and her daughter
Mabel were moved from Fairmount Cemetery.
T his area, the oldest part of Crown Hill Cemetery, is final resting place to Colorado pioneers,
members of fraternal organizations, veterans, and
those who lost their lives to a devastating pandemic.

History Revealed
Three areas at Crown Hill are dedicated to
military veterans: those of the Grand Army of
the Republic,
the SpanishAmerican
War, and the
American
Legion. These
sections are
easily identified by the
traditional
rounded,
white marble
military markers that dot
the grounds.
They are
Span ish Amencan War Mo nument
reminders of
soldiers who served and returned, and made the
ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.
This section is anchored by a monument that
pays tribute to veterans who served in Cuba and
the Philippines between the late 1890s and early
1900s. Charles Blunt, whose father and uncle
served in the Philippines, was selected as the
model for the bronze statue. Blunt is depicted
wearing his father's uniform and campaign hat,
reflective of a typical soldier of that era. Blunt's

father is buried directly next to the monument.
A flagpole in this section was made from the
mast of a naval ship. It was dedicated in 1911 by
members of General Henry W Lawton Camp
#1, as a "token of remembrance to the soldiers,
sailors and marines of the Civil and SpanishAmerican Wars, who await the last reveille."
How this unique flagpole found its way to
Crown Hill remains an unsolved mystery.
On March 10, 1950, Congress authorized the
use of military lands at Fort Logan as a national
cemetery, the final resting place of many veterans
today.
Walking the grounds, one comes to an area
where victims of the most devastating epidemic
in recorded history are buried: the 1918 influenza pandemic. About one fifth of the world's population or 20 million men, women and children
were infected with this flu, including 675,000
Americans, conservatively. The flu struck quickly,
often within hours, filling the lungs of a patient
with liquid, causing suffocation. Research continues to determine why this strain was so lethal.
Many long-term residents of Jefferson County
remember June 22, 1972, when two small planes
collided over Crown Hill Cemetery. One plane
landed in the cemetery, killing its occupants and
partially destroying the Pease Monument and
surrounding grave markers. The second plane
landed in Sloan Lake; and fortunately, those passengers survived. The damaged monument and
grave markers were replaced, but that day
remains vivid for many.
Monuments throughout the cemetery are varied. Biblical sculptures, symbolic of faith and
hope, anchor many of the gardens. They feature
Christ, the
Apostles, and
scriptures. A
recent creation, the garden of Our
Lady of
Guadalupe
meets the
needs of the
community's
growing Latino population. The
eight-foot,
Guadalupe Monument

hand-carved statue is made from marble quarried
in Carrara, Italy, famous since the time of ancient
Rome. This extraordinary white marble was also
used for many sculptures of the Renaissance,
including Michelangelo's David.
Several monuments are associated with fraternal
organizations and societies, such as the Knights of
Pythias, Woodmen of the World, and the Masons recognition of the
popularity of these
organizations. Then
there is the Annie
Laurie Wishing Chair,
a secular monument
to unrequited love
inspired by a classic
Scottish song. Legend
holds that good things
happen to lovers who
sit side by side and
read the inscription at
their feet: Dressed our best, and all alone, We sit
within the wishing chair, Which bodes success for
everyone, Exchanging fond caresses there.
The first crematory in Jefferson County was
established in the Tower of Memories in 19 51, a
sign of growing interest in cremation. It was followed by a second crematory added by 1970. A little over a decade later, Crown Hill's cremation
operations ceased when offsite cremation became
preferable for economic reasons.

Annie Laurie
Wishing Chair
Monument

The Forest and the Trees
Olinger Crown Hill is home to a distinctive
urban forest featuring one of the most diverse and
densest tree collections in the Denver region.
Dozens of species, including five state champions
and species not known to normally grow in Colorado, are among the cemetery's botanical treasures. Disease, old age, and weather conditions
have challenged these magnificent specimens over
time. Crown Hill has implemented a program to
map and monitor these community assets to
ensure that this forest is cared for and replenished
for generations to come.
For many years Olinger Crown Hill had an
onsite greenhouse and nursery, and was known as
one of the best producers of carnations and poinsettias. Maintaining this operation became too
costly and resulted in its closure in the early 1970s.
Things are not always as they appear. The trash
-35-

D ioni ci o
Rodrigu ez Bench

receptacles, water fountains,
and benches found throughout
the cemetery that look like cut
down trees are an illusion.
These were created in the
1930s or early 1940s by Aztec
artist Dionicio Rodriguez, who
sculpted cement to resemble
the look of wood. This style is
known as 'faux bois,' French
for false wood. His work is
listed on the National Register
of Historic Places in Arkansas
and Tennessee, and remains a
popular tourist attraction in
San Antonio, Texas.

A Place of Community
Gatherings

Tower of
Memories 1936
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Between the 1930s and 1950s, community
members commonly gathered at Crown Hill
Cemetery for concerts and services. The popular
Olinger Male Quartet, later known as the
Olinger Quartet, made its debut in 1916 and for
the next five decades performed thousands of
times. The quartet's music was included at no
charge for every standard Olinger service. The
group performed in concert and on radio. It
eventually aired
on Sunday
evemngs on a
locally produced
television program, "Treasured
Memories." A
sound studio was
built to broadcast
the quartet's radio
appearances.
Their music
could be heard
across the park
from speakers on
the adjacent Bell Tower. The studio is now used
as the cremation center. Its attached Cremation
Garden and the Bell Tower still operate as a
broadcast center, sending a soft peal of chimes
throughout the grounds every half hour.
The growing cemetery expanded to the west.
Renowned landscape architect M. Walter Pesman created the plan for Crown Hill's Memorial

Park in the mid-1930s, including a fountain, a
chimes building, and a sprinkler system. Pesman
was a visionary, a conservationist, teacher, and
author. He helped found The Denver Botanic
Gardens, which became his most enduring legacy.
Following WWII, the county enjoyed a newfound affluence. Advances in medical care led to
longer life spans. The seeds of the "youth culture"
took root and changed perceptions about death.
Concerts ceased, as the cemetery was no longer
considered the place for socialization. However,
by the 1990s attitudes were changing again.
While traditional services continued, celebrating
lives lived gave rise to a spectrum of new types of
memorializations. The
Pavilion of
Reflection,
the site's
newest facility opened
in 2006 to
provide an
alternative
to established
memorial
settings. The Pavil ion of Reflection
lodge-like
hexagonal structure with its water fountains, fire
pits, and nature surround, provides a unique
background for memorializations, life celebrations, and services.
The cemetery also revived onsite concerts featuring music performed by bagpipers, classical
musicians, bands, and operatic singers. Once
again the community is experiencing the cemetery as a source of comfort, fond memories, and
healing.

A Jewel in the Crown - Creation
of an Architectural Icon
The Tower of Memories is the focal point of
the cemetery. In 1926 the Olinger Corporation
of Denver began excavation for the Tower of
Memories with the intent that it 'would be the
most beautiful mausoleum in America.' It was
built on 1.63 acres segregated from Crown Hill
Cemetery and initially projected to cost $1 million, to be completed within two years and to
provide crypt burial for 2,500 persons. The

advent of Black
Memories went
Tuesday, Oct. 29,
on the auction
1929, would drablock November
matically change
2, 1929, and was
these projections.
purchased by
Kansas City
Francis J. Kircharchitect Charles
hof, head of the
A. Smith enviconstruction firm
sioned and
and co-receiver
designed the
for the mauTower as a Gothic
soleum. ConstrucRevival mastertion resumed in
piece, much like
December 1930
Tower of Memories - original rendering
St. John's Catheand continued for
dral and Cathedral of Immaculate Conception in
the next 11 years until World War II, when
downtown Denver. Smith's design featured
shortages of manpower and materials caused
Gothic traits such as verticality, exterior embellconstruction to cease again. John Monroe, the
Tower's
final architect, was hired in 1948 to
ishments, spires, and stained glass windows.
Denver architects Fisher and Fisher replaced
complete the seven-story building. Monroe
Smith before his design was completed. The
added the entry staircase and a cupola, elevating
the structure to its final height. While the
Fishers blended the initial Gothic Revival feaTower had taken on the structural form so well
tures with a moderne design, increasingly popular in the 1920s. While the Tower retained some
known today, its exterior was dull, grey concrete. That was about to change.
of its original Gothic elements, such as verticality
Lakewood resident Paul Lundy was hired at
and cathedral windows, external embellishments
were removed and replaced with a smooth exterithe Tower of Memories and was charged with
giving the grey concrete exterior a brighter and
or that emphasized geometric shapes and flat
rooflines. Although
trends in design were
changing, it is likely
Tower of
Memories today
that cost-efficiencies
drove these architectural changes.
Built of masonry,
poured structural
concrete and cured
concrete footings,
six-feet-deep at base,
resulted in a massive
reinforced pad.
Because of its solid
rock, concrete foundation, the Tower
was thought to be
one of the first earthquake-proof buildings in the nation.
With the onset of
the Great Depression, the partially
completed Tower of

Tower of Memories
Distinctions
• Thought to be
one of the first
earthquake proof
buildings in the
nation due to its
massive concrete
footings and
construction
• Used as a survey
reference station by
US Geological
Survey to develop
topographic maps
for the Denver
metropolitan
region.
• Housed the first
crematory in
Jefferson County
• Interior walls
feature exotic,
book-matched
marbles from
France, Greece,
Italy, Portugal, Spain
• Designated as a
Civil Defense
Shelter during the
Cold War years
• Placed on
National Register
of Historic Places
in 1987

more prominent presence. He experimented
with various surface coverings and finally settled
on a gunite coating. The Tower was sprayed with
gunite and painted bright white, giving the exterior the look of stone present today.

Civic Contributions

Civil Defense
Food Canister

Standing nearly 150 feet high at an elevation
of 5,560 feet, the Tower of Memories was one of
the tallest buildings in the Metro Denver area, in
the 1950s. Its height and location were ideal for
the U.S. Geological Survey to establish a benchmark on the top of the Tower. Angles observed
from the
Tower were
used for
many significant mapping
projects,
including
development
of USGS
topographic
maps for the
Denver metropolitan
area.
The Tower
holds another distinction. Around the late 1950s
and early 1960s, the Tower was designated as a

civil defense shelter, and housed medicine, medical equipment, cots, water, and nonperishable
food items. Boxes containing canisters of crackers can still be found in its upper floors ,
reminders of fears of impending catastrophe not
so long ago.
k a testament to its historic significance and
contribution to the community, the Tower of
Memories was placed on the National Register of
Historic Places on September 25 , 1987.

Back to the Future
In 1987 Service Corporation International,
Inc., North America's largest single provider of
funeral, cremation, and cemetery services, purchased Olinger Crown Hill Cemetery and the
Tower of Memories, joining the entities in ownership as well as geography.
As Olinger Crown Hill Mortuary and Cemetery begins its second century of service, it
remains committed to continuing its heritage of
providing outstanding end-of-life services.
Crown Hill will continue to address challenges
such as sustainability and environmental stewardship, as well as the changing memorialization
and interment desires of the community. It will
also remain a place of historical significance, quietly sharing the stories and times of Jefferson
County while caring for those who rest within
its gates.

Cemetery Design

Craoapple trees burst Into bloom each spring and are
among the more than I ,700 trees that grace the cemetery
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The fact that monuments are found
throughout Crown Hill Cemetery is an
outcome of burial practices that can be
traced to one of the world's most
famous cemeteries - Pere Lachaise in
Paris. Opening in 1804 Pere Lachaise
featured winding pathways, garden
scapes, and monuments to remind visitors of Arcadia, the classical symbol of
the ideal realm of perfect happiness.
This influenced British cemetery
design, which in turn influence American cemetery design and gave rise to the
rural cemetery or garden cemeteries.

The Fort
By Kathryn Ordway and
Milly Roeder
amuel P. Arnold dreamt to
live in a house resembling
a picture of Bent's Fort,
the fur trading post on the
Santa Fe Trail in Otero County
of southeastern Colorado. With
that inspiration, he attempted
to garner a loan, but failed. So
he modified his idea, turned the
ground level of his new building into a restaurant, and thus
qualified for a small business
loan.
For the design of his dream, Mr. Arnold
hired architect William Lumpkins from Santa
Fe, well known for his work in adobe and the
Pueblo Revival style. And so The Fort was constructed in 1962-63 with 80,000 45-pound traditional Hispanic adobe bricks and the historical mixture of straw and local red earth. A single large entry gate, a round tower and accommodations upstairs evoke those of Bent's Fort.
Tile floors sealed with ox blood lend a lustrous
red color. Southwestern details, such as Padre
Martinez chairs, adorn the interior.
In the quest for authenticity of the menu for
his new venture, Arnold researched the cuisine
of the area and developed a palette of dishes,
worldly and historically accurate. To insure that
no culinary tradition or delicacy was overlooked, Mr. Arnold poured through thousands
of manuscripts and diaries of the 1800s. The
menu, which can vary from visit to visit, allows
guests to sample everything from the exotic
Rocky Mountain Oysters to buffalo steaks and
various game birds.
While embracing this standard western fare,
The Fort adds an international culinary twist to
its food. Mr. Arnold has studied under James
Beard as well as traveled around the world to
acquire new techniques and ideas, and was
active in The Fort's kitchen until his death. This
strategy succeeded to make this a destination

S

Photo by Milly Roeder

eatery near Morrison. Yet the Fort is more than a
mere restaurant. It is an experience of the West.
It is the dream of Sam Arnold to be shared with
all, where, according to the Mountain Man Toast

"Here's to the childs what came afore, and here's
to the pilgrims what's come arter. May yer be free of
grizzlies, your packs filled with plews, and may you
have fat buffler in your pot. WAUGH!'

The Fort is
located near
Morrison,
Colorado, at
Highway 8 and
near U.S.
Highway 285. It
is a replica of
Bent's Fort, a
major trade post
on the Santa Fe
Trail

The exceptional quality of the Fort in design
and construction is a significant example of
regional adobe traditions and of reconstructed
adobe buildings before and after 1963, including
the reconstruction ofBent's Fort in 1975-76 by
the National Park Service.
The Fort was listed in the National Register of
Historic Places in 2006.

Photo courtesy of Lance Helmke
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Two Historic Buildings Lost

The Salter
House was
demolished in
the spring of
2007

Photo courtesy of Jeffco Archives and Records Management

By Milly Roeder

The Salter House

L

ast year, a group of concerned preservationists walked through the Salter house.
They did not expect it to be their last
look at a beautiful family home in Wheat
Ridge. They did know that the property was
included in a large plan for the future Cabella
sporting goods store. Not much was known
about the family that lived there. But the mistress of the house, Mrs. Salter, upon her retirement as a bus driver for Denver Public Schools,
had received a plaque to honor her after 30
years of service as a school bus driver. Now
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lying face down on the floor of one of the rooms,
the document gave a tiny clue to the family's life
work and of the incalculable patience and focus of
this woman.
A sense of sadness pervaded the house. As if its
occupants had fled in a hurry, the home still sheltered some of their belongings. Feeling like voyeurs,
the group discovered dishes in cupboards and on
counters. Food staples waited to be fetched and
cooked into delicious meals. Unsteadily tipped and
neatly filed household records were kept in cabinets
while cancelled checks sat on a kitchen counter,
properly sorted for future reference. Pasted to the

in Jefferson County
bathroom door were lengthy weight records and
diet schedules pinned to a kitchen cabinet told
of a person's concerns about health issues. Skeins
of yarn and half finished afghans lay unraveled
throughout the rooms. Torn mattresses and open
dresser drawers testified to the past life of ordinary people. Ashes and half-burned logs in the
hearth of the fireplace revived for us the family
who once resided in this lovely home. Just picture Dad reading his paper while Mom crocheted quietly on another project in her easy
chair. Taken by what was left in his room, Junior
was probably upstairs listening to his latest musical favorites. He had embellished the walls with
posters of sleek airplanes; he may have dreamed
of scanning the globe with flying machines after
he passed the test for his pilot license.
But maybe a homeless person was seeking
warmth in the empty house from the snow and
cold during previous winters.
However, vandals had ravished the place looking for something of questionable worth.
Outside, the asymmetrical
massing, a steeply-pitched
roof in the front cross gable, a
clipped gable in the dormer
roof on the east elevation, a
bay window, and tall, multilight windows were some of
the elements the architect,
Deborah Andrews, of the
group depicted as Tudor
Revival style. She recalled that
houses like this were built in
Colorado between the late
teens and twenties of the last
century. Given the assessor's
date, this house may have
been custom built even earlier
than 1938.
No attempts appear to
•
have been made to find an
appropriate re-use or to
incorporate the beautiful
architecture of this house into
the greater installation of the

world-known sporting goods store. Accompanied
by its outbuildings, the house fell victim to the
voracious appetite of the developer's earth moving
machines.
In the Environmental Assessment by CDOT
for scheduled work at the I-70/32nd Avenue
interchange in Wheat Ridge, the Salter house was
identified as being eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Another wonderful piece of
architectural heritage and personal history in Jefferson County is lost to progress and growth.
Claudia Worth of the Wheat Ridge Historical
Society contributed to this report.

Elk Creek Fire Station # 1
n 1948, a volunteer bucket brigade lost the
Will o' the Wisp restaurant down Highway
285 to fire. That spurred a group of determined men of the area to found the Elk Creek
Fire Protection District. The same year, two of
them, Rudy and Harlan Long, sons of pioneer

I

The Elk Creek
Fire Station No. I
was decimated by
a semi-truck in the
early hours of Friday, June 8th, 2007
Photo by Lance Helmke

Charles Long and partners in Long Brothers
Garage at today's Kings Valley exit, provided
the land for $10. Volunteers built the white
fire house with its two wide doors on the hill
across the street, a landmark for everyone
leaving town for an outing in the mountains.
On the way back, after an invigorating hike
or a visit with friends in the foothills, I would
be driving down to Shaffer's Crossing and
climbing the road again. Emerging on top,
the fire station would comfort me that I
would soon be home.
Ethel (Blondie) Meyer's lettd to the Elk
Creek Fire Chief after a fire at the Meyer
ranch in 1955, demonstrates how close fire
fighters and community members felt toward
each other. It also shows the physical distance
firemen had to cover between the station at
King's Valley to come to the rescue of a family
at Aspen Park.

Last Thursday, I realized that the efficiency of
your men was the result of many hours of training, freely given, and ofa very personal interest
in the community. I knew every man here had
left his own work, which would have to be done
anyway, and yet each fireman here made me feel
that our fire was his job for the day and he was
glad to do it...
I was simply amazed at the personal interest
shown, but what took the cake was when the
chiefand his men said they were sorry!
That barn looks awful purty to me, and the
mowing machine too, but far more important to
me, as a wife and mother, is that I know that
there is a group ofvolunteers, the Elk Creek Fire
dept. that is behind me and my family 100% in
efficiency, ability and interest.
Thanks so much, Chief, to you and your men.
Sincerely,
Blondie Meyer
There was also the question of getting
medical help to the ill, or, in a more severe
case, getting a sick person to a hospital in
time for help. In 1950, May and Rudolf Long
were confronted with that problem, when
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there was no ambulance to transport their ill
mothers to a hospital, where they would receive
needed care. As true pioneers, they started their
own service and soon became known as Mr. and
Mrs. Red Cross of the Mountains. For many
years, their ambulance service would be the only
one between Denver and Salida. After May had
received first aid training at the Paul Westover
VFW Post in 1956, she became a first aid
instructor for firemen, ski patrolmen, mountain
rangers, 4-H groups, and leaders of Campfire
Girls and other Scout groups in the area. May
and Rudolf bought their first station wagon
ambulance that year, and added a second ambulance from the Evergreen Volunteer Ambulance
Service in 1967.
When, in 1963, a new house for the Elk
Creek Fire Station #1 was built near Richmond
Hill, the Longs bought back the original fire
house for $10 and out of it began to conduct
their ambulance services. State laws regulating
ambulances later had become too stringent, and
they retired from ambulance service in 1978.
The Longs responded to about 175 calls a year
for car and home accidents, unscheduled babies,
and other emergencies.
In 1999, the Elk Creek Fire Station #1 fire
house was declared eligible to be listed in the
National Register for Historic Places. It was designated a Jefferson County Historic Landmark
in 2004.
The Denver Post on June 10, 2007, and The
Rocky Mountain News on June 9, 2007,
reported respectively that on June 8, 2007, a
semi-truck careened off U.S. 285 near Conifer and
smashed into a vacant building, igniting on impact
and killing the driver. The blaze torched the storage
building and several vehicles parked nearby.'
It seems ironic that in 1991 another fire
house on Highway 285 near Bailey was consumed by fire. Aren't firehouses supposed to be
part of the prevention of fires?
' Printed with permission from Norman Meyer

Good books about Jefferson County History
rtion of the sales of these books helps
ay for children's activities at Hiwan
omestead Museum in Evergreen. The
books are available for sale on the JCHS
(Jefferson County Historical Society) web site
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(www.jchscolorado.org) and at Hiwan
Homestead Museum. Other venues that sell the
books are Mountain Books in Conifer, Little Log
Store in Tiny Town, Base Camp Restaurant in
Indian Hills, and HearthFire Books in Evergreen.

Indian Hills, The Place, The
Times, The People

Mountain Memories - from Coffee
Pot to Medlen Town

By Helen N. Brush and Catherine P. Dittman;
published by Jefferson County Historical
Society, C&D Inc. , Englewood, CO; 1976;
$15.00
The book begins in 1866 with the Turkey
Creek Toll Bridge and ends in 1976. Early
families are documented, many with pictures.
The book includes school census records from
1896 to 1949.

edited by Betty Moynihan and Helen E. Waters;
published by Limited Publication Lakewood, CO,
1981; $15.00
This history of the Inter-Canyon area of
southwestern Jefferson County is a compilation of
interviews, reminiscences and historic photographs
supplied by area residents. Place histories include
Bradford Junction, Wild Rose Range, Ken-Caryl
Ranch, Tiny Town, Medlen, Critchell, Homewood
Park, Herndon, Brownville, Pleasant Park,
Phillipsburg, and the Halfway House.

The Upper Side of the Piecrust
By Margaret Bentley, published by Jefferson
County Historical Society, Quality Press,
Englewood, CO; 1978; $15.00
This tells the early history of southwestern
Jefferson County and contains information
about some 24 families living near what is
now known as Aspen Park, Conifer, South
Turkey Creek, Pleasant Park, Pine Grove,
Buffalo Creek, and various ranches in these
areas.

From Scratch A History of Jefferson County
Compiled by members of and published by
Jefferson County Historical Commission,
1985; $15.00 this collection of sections
provide an understanding of our county's
origins and growth that began with Bergen
District and ends with county cemeteries.

Evergreen
By Helen Crain; published by Jefferson County
Historical Society; 1969; $5.00
Author Mary Helen Crain, a longtime Evergreen
resident, acquaints the reader with early Evergreen
families, ranches and homes, resorts, schools,
organizations, and landmarks.

From Camp Neosho to Hiwan
Homestead
By Connie Fahnestock; published by Quality Press,
Englewood, CO; 1985; $5.00
The author, the first president of the Jefferson
County Historical Society and director of the Hiwan
Homestead museum (1975 to 1986), worked with a
committee of volunteers to collect information,
stories, facts and photographs to create a lively,
illustrated "mini-history."
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2007 j EFFCO

Deborah Andrews,
2000 - Chair

HISTORICAL COMMISSION M EMBERS

member Landmark
Designation;
founder Andrews &
Anderson
Architecture;

Lucy Bambrey, 2002
- Historic Preservat ion and Publications Committees;
teaches Anthropology, Archeology,
Earth Sciences, Environmental Law, and
Property Law; lives

historic restoration

in Conifer

H istoric
Preservation;

specialist since
1983; lives on
Lookout Mountain

Margaret T. Chapman,
2007 - Member Publication Committee; Jeffco Public Trustee, 3
yrs. leg. aide, fo r mer
asst. branch manager
TIME-LIFE Libr., Inc.;
dir. of edu. and marketg. for Colorado
Assn of REALTORS";
BJ UMO; lives in un incorporated Jeffco.

Richard Gardne r,
2005 - Member
Landmark and
Preservation
Committees;
Golden native; Pres.
Golden Landmarks
Assoc.; M.A. in
History from UCD;

Lily Griego, 2007 Member of the
Administrative, Histo ric Preservation

Viona "Vi" Hader,
1985 - Me mber
Hall of Fame and
Publication Distribution Committees;

certificate in

and Education &
History Committees; Enforcement
Planner at P&Z;
cand idate for M.A.
History at CU-Den-

Historic

ver; Denver native,

A rt Center; lives in

Preservation; lives

1971 .

Golden

past member Golden Chamber of
Commerce; past
Curator Astor
House & Foothills

Max Haug, 1997 Member Administrative and Publication, Hall of Fame,
and Writer's Award
Committees; past
President Olde
Town Arvada Assn.
and Arvada Historical Society; lives in
Arvada

Erlene Hulsey-Lutz,
1986- Chair
Publication; member
H istor ic Preservation

and Landmark
Designation; Wheat
Ridge Historical
Society; 4th
generation

Coloradoan; Real
Estate Broker; active
in numerous civic
organizations; lives

in Golden

in Wheat Ridge

JCHC Highlights 2007
The North Fork Historic District Project, Phase III
and last part of the Cultural Resource Survey in
unincorporated Jefferson County, has been
completed. All the events and meetings that have
been held with the community are summarized in a
"Public Outreach Report."
A fourth Historic Preservation Symposium was
held in March with a tour along the North Fork of
the South Platte River, hosted by the Pine GroveElk Creek Improvement Association (PECIA) . The
day was concluded with a delicious box lunch at the
Buffalo Creek community center and a showing of
the train video.
The Park County Historic Preservation
Committee and Advisory Committee attended our
monthly meeting in April and suggested that our

Jefferson
County
Historical
Commission

two Historical Commissions work together
through the Platte Canyon and into Park County
to tie together the history of both counties.
On June 4, nine members of the JCHC
attended the excellent field trip to the Astor House
and the Clear Creek H istoric Park, both in
Golden, planned by the Education and History
Committee. In the historic schoolhouse, Shannon
Vierol, tour guide and Executive Director of the
Museum, gave an exceptional introduction to the
museum and its activities, budget, the status of the
property, and its connection to the City of Golden.
To entice more writers to submit their essays to
the Writers' Award Contest, requirements and
prizes have been revised, and are specified in the
new WAC brochure.

JCH C MEMBERS (continued)

Ray W. Rears, 2007
- Gilpin County
Planner and
Historic Advisory
Liaison; 4th
generation

Coloradoan; lives in
Westminster.

Milly Roeder, 1995 Editor Historically
]effco; member
Publication, Historic
Preservation and
Landmark
Designation
committees; Cultu ral
Anthropologist,
Urban Planner, grant
writer; lives in

Lakewood
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Mike Strunk, 2006Member
Publication; retired
National Park
Service planner;
owner, Sagebrush
Photography
(ranches, historic
sties & public
lands); lives in
Evergreen

Daniel Sung, 2007 -

V. P. Gov. Affairs for
the CO Apt.
Assoc.; attorney and
registered lobbyist
in the State of Colo ra do. BA Pol. Sci.
U of Chicago; J.D. U
of IN School of Law
- Bloomington; lives
in Golden.

Paula Hutman
Thomas, 2007 Membe r Education,
History, Historic
Preservation Com-

mittees; noted fash ion
& costume designer,
curator, and historian

serving the regional
art and education
community for 30
yrs; lives in Conifer

Burdette "Bud"
W eare, 2003 - Commission Vice Chair;

member Hist oric
Preservation, Landmark Designation,
Publication committees; 3rd generation
nat ive of Jeffco;
ret ired Prof. of U
ofW; lives near
Evergreen

Sally L. White, 2004
- Commission Rec.
Secretary; Chair
Education and
History and
member
Publication; manages
historic information

websites and works
for Denver
Mountain Parks;
lives near Morrison.

George Hurst, 2003
- Director, Habitat
for Humanity in
Evergreen; Real
Estate developer;
lives in Evergreen

Nina Kite, 2004 Member Education
and History; past
chair- Jeffco GOP;
member Foothills
Foundation Board;
Wheat Ridge native;
lives in

unincorporated
Jeffco

Carote Lomond,
1997 - Member
Education and
History; liaison
Lariat Loop Scenic
Byway;
Publisher/Editor,
"City & Mountain
Views" magazine
and " Lariat Loop
Scenic and
Historic Byways;"
Jives in Mt.Vernon
Canyon

Norman Meyer, 1986
-Member
Publication, Hall of
Fame and Writers
Awards Committees;
pilot, rancher,
journalist, developer;
much of Meyer family
ranch now Jeffco
Open Space Park;
Colorado native; lives
near Conifer

Stanley A. Moore,
2004 - Commission
Chair; Member
Landmark
Designation; Denver
Posse of
Westernaires Inti.;

Civil War Round
Table; Inti. Churchill
Society; former

Rita Peterson, 1981 JCHC Corresp. Seer.;
Chair Hall of Fame;
Member Landmark
Designation Committees; Advoc.
Committee Amer.
Cancer Soc. Rocky

Kathryn Ordway,
2006 - Member
Publication, Education and History
committees;

Mountain D iv.;

fifth generation
Colorado native;
author of Colorado's
Rodeo Roots to

lives in Lakewood

Modern Day

Jack Raven, 1997 Member
Publication; past
President Arvada
Historical Society;
Arvada Lions Club;
Arvada Cemetery
Association; retired

Safeway Manager;
Iives in Arvada

Cowboys; lives in
Lakewood

owner of commercial

brokerage; lives in
Morrison

JeffCo History Just One Click Away...

Obtaining Copies of Historically Jeffco

www.historicjeffco.org

Copies can be purchased for $5 at Archives and Records
Management beginning late October. The magazine is available
free of charge to members of Jefferson County Historical
Societies. Back issues are also available upon request.
Contact Janet at 303-271-8447.

Visit Jefferson County's history online, via our
website that provides direct links to most historical
societies, museums, resource pages, city and county
information, and other sources for historical
information. Sponsored by the Jefferson County
Historical Commission but privately funded, the
website provides easy access points to pages on the
official county website that can otherwise be
difficult to find. Indices of the Commission's annual
Historically jeffco magazine are also provided on the
site, and selected stories from previous issues are
gradually being added. Comments or corrections to
the historicjeffco.org website go to Sally at
303-870-4240 or sally_white@msn.com.

Janet Oldham
ITS Administrative
Coordinator I

Disclaimer:
The information in this magazine is solely provided by the
authors. JCHC, the Board of County Commissioners and the
Publication committee are not responsible for the opinions of
authors or the content of their articles.

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSION STAFF

Karen Hughes
Archives & Records
Management
Supervisor

For More Information
Archives and Records Management has further information for
those interested in history and historic preservation in Jefferson
County, plus applications for Commission membership.
Call Janet Oldham at 303-271-8447.

jessica Glidewell
Liaison from
jefferson County
Archives

Dennis Dempsey
Liaison from
Planning and Zoning

Kevin McCasky.

Jim Congrove

Kathy Hartman

D ivision
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A Pleasure Ground in the Mountains: Denver's Mountain
Parks and the Opening of Jefferson County
LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN
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