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ON THE COVER
Naomi Kullerstrand Olson
(Educator-Author-Historian}
Naomi Kullerstrand Olson was born in Wheat
Ridge, Jefferson County, Colorado, April 27, 1899.
She attended the one, later two room, Prospect
Valley School on 38th Avenue, then to Wheat
Ridge High School. She always desired to become a
teacher. She received her Teacher's Certificate and
later a B.A. degree from Colorado State Teacher's
College (now the University of Northern Colorado)
in Greeley. She taught for two years at the Prospect
Valley School, then married and became a home,
maker.
In 1926 Naomi Olson returned to teaching at the
Mountair School, where she taught for seven years
leaving in 1933 to become Jefferson County's elect,
Naomi Kullerstrand Olson
ed Superintendent of Schools. She held this posi,
tion until 1941. As Superintendent she organized
and unified the educational program throughout the County. There were fifty one
separate school districts in Jefferson County in 1940. Several new schools were
built, high schools for Wheat Ridge and Lakewood, graded schools for Golden and
Daniels, and major additions for others. She served as president of the Colorado
County Superintendent's Association, as a state founder of Delta Kappa Gamma,
an honorary teacher's society. She helped organize Pi Chapter in Jefferson County
and became its first president. Naomi Olson was again a teacher when District R, 1
was organized in Jefferson County. She was assigned as principal of Unit II Schools,
later principal of the Cottage Schools, a new concept in education.
As a charter member, she helped organize the Jefferson County Retired
Teachers Association and retired in 1964.
In 1970, Naomi Olson was appointed to the City of Wheat Ridge Historical
Commission. She helped organize the Wheat Ridge Historical Society and served as
president in 1976. The same year she served on the Wheat Ridge and Jefferson
County Centennial and Bicentennial Commissions.
She was named "Countess" of the Wheat Ridge Carnation Festival in 1975.
The Sentinel Newspaper named her "Woman of the Year" in 1977.
Naomi Olson co,authored and edited two history books, Pioneer H;.story of
Wheat Ridge and Biographical Sketches of the Early Settlers of Wheat Ridge. She
also researched and wrote a history of the "Early Schools of Jefferson County" used
in Middle Schools today.
In 1988 Naomi Kullerstrand Olson was inducted into the Jefferson County Hall
of Fame.
On June 9, 1996 Naomi Olson died at age 97 in Wheat Ridge.

THE CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS
By ]ay R. Ferguson (1995 Second Place Prize Winner in the Historically JeffCo History Writer's Award)
The year is 1929. A new cold wind is
blowing a way of life into history. The
stock market has crashed leaving those
who have money suddenly destitute.
Those who are already poor find more
misery, and a cold place in a soup line.
Those lucky enough to get relief are little
better off than those who can find none.
A disease with no cure has griped the
world. President Herbert Hoover opposes
government intervention to ease the
economic distress and loses the election
to Franklin D. Roosevelt.
On the eve of the 1933 inauguration
the nation's banking system collapses as

millions of panicked depositors withdraw
savings that the banks had tied up in
long term loans. The sound of mattresses
slamming back down after scared citizens
have put all their money under them can
be heard all across the land. Twelve to
fourteen million Americans are out of
work and business is crawling to a slow
halt. In Colorado things are just as bad.
Initially the stock market crash and
depression have a delayed effect on
Colorado due to the lack of industrial,
ism, but recovery will also be delayed.
Almost one,fourth of the banks close
their doors. Agriculture prices drop any,

where from 35 percent to 50 percent.
Nature also takes aim on the state with a
succession of unprecedented droughts
and dry winds that reduce the once fer,
tile farmland of eastern Colorado into
swirling dust storms.
But in Colorado the new president
sends help in the form of jobs. Jobs to
heal the land, tame and plant forests,
build roads, and construct a grand
amphitheater. The Civilian Conversation
Corps that sprung from the ashes of the
stock market crash and the following
depression, established camps through,
out Colorado which would ultimately

Workers on the Civilian Conservation-Corps in 1933. Photo courtesy of the Colorado Historical Society.
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A view of Red Rocks, looking west, prior to construction of the amphitheater in May of
1936. Photo courtesy of Jefferson County Historical Society.
leave a legacy which we can still see
today all across the state and in the
National Historic District of Morrison
Colorado.
Nationally and locally the depression
was choking the life from both the econ~
omy and land. From 1930 to 1933 indus~
trial stocks lost 80% of their value. From
1929 until 1932 approximately 11,000
US banks failed and about $2 billion in
deposits evaporated. The gross national
product which for years had grown at an
annual rate of 3.5% declined at a rate of
over 10% annually from 1929 until 1932.
Agriculture prices fell by 53% from 1929
to 1932.' By 1933 in Colorado, one in
every four Coloradans was out of work. z
Between 1930 and 1934, 56 of
Colorado's 174 state and national banks
closed their doors. 1
Possibly in no other time up to the
great depression was the vast American
landscape so fragile and weak. For three
generations Americans had striped the
land of vegetation, wasted natural
resources. and given no thought to
future generations. Forests had once cov~
ered 800,000,000 acres of the continen~
tal United States, but by 1933 there were
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a mere 100,000,000 acres of virgin tim~
ber left. 4 Over 7 million acres of timber
had been brutally squandered leaving the
land barren and ripe for soil erosion.
Each year water washed three billion
tons of the best soil away from American
fields and pastures, and wind accounted
for a like amount. By 1934 more than
300,000,000 acres ~ a sixth of the conti~
nent had gone or was going. s The need
to rescue the land before it all slipped
away was crucial, but the scars of misuse
on the land seemed mild by comparison
to the scars which depression had left on
the young people across the land.
During the upheaval of the depres~
sion almost two million men and women
had abandoned all hope of settled exis~
tence and taken to the road. Among
them were 250,000 young people or "the
teenage tramps of America".~; The youth
of America had been brought up to
believe that the opportunity for success
by hard work was a constitutional right
of every citizen. 7 Then as now, these
youths were eager and ambitious; they
could not accept that capitalism was not
working
for
their
generation.
Unemployment figures during the

depression for young people showed that
in 1932 of those between the ages of fir
teen and twenty~four who were in the
labor market, one in four were unem~
ployed and 29 .percent were only
employed part time. M[Indeed the new
president would need much more than
famous words to put the nation back on
track. Even though he felt fear was his
only enemy, with 12 to 14 million unem~
ployed he needed swift and definitive
action ~ hunger and hopelessness were
just as powerful as fear.]
The new president loved the land
both passionately and totally. "His own
Hudson Valley estate, at Hyde Park, was
a constant source of the profoundest
delight to him, and driving his specially
appointed automobile he would spend
hours exploring its giant forests, its gen~
tle hills, its streams and glades". 9 In his
view nothing benefitted soul, mind, and
body more than a life lived close to
nature. 10 No feature of American life dis~
turbed the president more than the cal~
lousness with which the national her~
itage was being destroyed. 11 He sought to
put urban dwellers back onto the land
and to put young men into the forests.
In his speech accepting the demo~
cratic presidential nomination on July 2,
1932, New York Governor Roosevelt
hinted at his plans for conservation call~
ing for " a definite land policy" to fight "a
future of soil erosion and timber famine.
In so doing" he said "employment -can be
given to a million men. That is the kind
of work that is self~sustaining ... Yes, I
have a very definite program for provid~
1 Grolier Electronic Publishing Inc. 1992.The Software
Timlwmks, Multimedia Encyclopedia Version 1 PB.
2 Stephen J Leonard and Thomas J. Noel,. Denver:
Mining camp to Metropolis, (Niwot: University Press of
Colorado, 1990), p. >04
3 Leonard and Noel , Denver : Mining Camp to
Metropnlis. p 205
4 Jnhn K. Salmond, The Civilian Conservation Corps,
1933-1942: A New Deal case Study (Durham, NC, Duke
University Press. 1967), p 4.
5 The CCC A New Deal Case Study, p 4.
6 Salmond. The CCC: A New Deal Case Study, p I.
7 Leslie Alexander Lacy, The Soil Soldiers (Radnor, Pa:
Chilton Book Co , 1976) , p. 19.
8 Salmond. The CCC: A new Deal Case Study, p I.
9 Salmond, The CCC: A New Deal case Study, p. 6.
10 Salmond, The CCC A New Deal Case Study, p. 6.
II Salmond, The CCC: A New Deal Case Study, p. 6.

ing employment by that means."
The Civilian Conservation corps
itself was created by the Civilian
Conservation Corps Reforestation Relief
Act, which passed both houses of
Congress on March 30, 1933 and was
signed into law the following day by
President Roosevelt. This act authorized
the president to bring into being an
agency
he
named
Emergency
Conservation Work, but which quickly
became known as the Civilian
Conservation Corps on June 28, 1937,
when Congress changed its title to the
Civilian Conservation Corps. 12
The legislation was purposely
designed by the President to provide
hundreds of thousands of unemployed
young with work conserving the natural
resources. It literally saved both from
going to waste nation and in his view
"offered an opportunity to properly utilize
its long neglected human and natural
resources". 13 During the short history of
the CCC, 1933~1942, it deservedly
earned a reputation as being the most
successful and popular of the New Deal
relief agencies. 14
The "enrollees" in the CCC program
lived in 200~man camps, and were
employed on more than one hundred
and fifty types of work projects in the
areas of reforestation, soil conservation,
recreational development, and reclama~
tion. They were paid thirty dollars a
month, twenty~five of which was sent
back to their families or dependents. 15
The CCC in Colorado began opera~
tions with the establishment of twenty~
nine camps in the summer of 1933, then
increased the number to forty~seven
when the entire program expanded in
1935, and ended with forty~two in 1941,
the last complete year of operations. 16
During the ten years of its existence in
Colorado, the CCC employed some thir ~
ty~two thousand young men and con~
tributed $56,000,000 to the state's econ~
omy. li
As a New Deal Relief agency, the
CCC was unique. It functioned indepen~
dently through the cooperation and
assistance of the Departments of Labor,
War, Agriculture, and Interior. All four
departments contributed jointly to the
advisory council, but each alone per~

formed separate tasks in the CCC pro~
gram in Colorado.' ~ The department of
Labor directed the selection of
"enrollees", as the CCC called it's volun~
teers. The War department established
camps to house the men and cared for
their needs while not engaged in work.
The Departments of Agriculture and
Interior planned projects and provided
the necessary technical supervision for
them. 19
To qualify for enrollment in the
CCC, a man had to be unemployed and
single, an American citizen between the
ages of seventeen and twenty~five, physi~
cally fit for manual labor, and free of a
criminal record. If he had any depen~
dents on relief he received preference.
"No duress was used to impress," a social
worker assured Governor Johnson; "men
were permitted to enroll ... as reward". 20
The first group of volunteers to
enroll in the Colorado CCC reported to
Fort Logan in late April, 1933, to "condi~
tion themselves for forest life". 2 1 The
army had set aside a portion of the fort
grounds especially for this purpose and
the CCC men dubbed the area "Camp
Roosevelt". 22
The task of organizing, equipping,
and supplying some 7,000 men to be
located all over the state of Colorado in
groups of 200 was colossal. 21 Camps
needed to be constructed. Clothing,
tents, blankets, cots, cooking utensils,
mess equipment, food, and medical sup~
plies for the large numbers had to be
secured and supplied. Some of the camp
sites selected were eighty~five or more
miles from the nearest railroad; a number
were 3 50 to 400 miles from Fort Logan. 24
The majority of the work camps of the
summer of 1933 were located at altitudes
from 7,500 to 10,000 feet and usually
"were at the end of the road". 25
Once the men were conditioned for
work in the forest the original group of
Colorado CCC volunteers set up tent
camps in the mountains. The first of
these opened in early May, 1933, at
Trout Creek near Buena Vista. 26 Within
days three other camps began operations:
one at Estes Park and two in Pike
National Forest at Lake George and
Hardscrabble. 27
Working under the direction of the

department of the Interior the National
Forest Service provided a large number
of work projects in Colorado. Forest con~
servation work in Colorado was valuable
bee a use of the large amount of land cov ~
ered by forests. Originally the state was
comprised of eleven million acres of
prime timberlands. 28 By 1933 this area
had been reduced by millions of acres
through destruction of fire, by misuse
through such harmful logging practices
as cross~cutting, and by conversion of
forests into agricultural land. But with~
out large work forces the Forest Service
simply didn't have the manpower for
many of its projects. The CCC changed
that. Large scale projects such as road
and trail building, campground construe~
tion, and fire suppression all demanded
large numbers of workers, as did timber~
stand improvement, reforestation, insect
control, and the eradication of poisonous
and noxious plants. 29 Ten camps had
been located in the national forests. 30
The establishment of the CCC enabled
Colorado to meet it's forest challenge.
The CCC began to claim the forests,
but overgrazing, drought, and wind had

12 Robert Bruce Parham, "The Civilian Conservation
C orps In Colorado. 1933-1942" (Master of Arts thesis,
University of Colorado, 1981 ), p. 8.A thesis submitted to
the Faculty of the Graduate School of the University of
Colorado in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Arts, Department of History, 1981 .
13

Parham, "The CCC in Colorado", p. 9.

14

Parham, "The CCC in Colorado" ,p. 9.

15

Parham , "The CCC in Colorado", p. 10.

16

Parham, "The CCC in Colorado", p. 10.

17

Parham , "The CCC in Colorado", p. II .

18 James F. Wickens. Colorado in the Great Depression,
(New York: Garland Publishing, 1979), p. 130.
19 Wickens, Colorado in the Great Depression, p. 130.
20

Wickens, Colorado in the Great Depression, p. 131 .

21

Wickens, Colorado in the Great Depression, p. 134.

22

Wickens, Colorado in the Great Depression, p. 134.

21
L. k Gleyre and C . N . Alleger, History of the
Civilian Conservation Corps in Colorado, (Denver: Press
Of The Western Newspaper Union, 1937), p. 10.
24 Gleyre and Alleger, History of the CCC in Colorado,
p. 10.
25 Gleyre and Alleger, History of the CCC in Colorado,
p. 10.
26

Wickens, Colorado in the great Depression, p. 134.

27

Wickens, Colorado in the Great Depression, p. 134.

28

Parham,. "The CCC in Colorado", p. 64.

29

Parham, "The CCC in Colorado", p. 65.

30

Wickens, Colorado in the Great Depression, p. 137.
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Civilian Conservation Corps buildings still standing in Morrison, Colorado.

reduced much of eastern Colorado's rich
farm land to waste. The CCC initiated
projects in soil conservation beginning in
1935. Collaborating with the Soil
Conservation service a dozen camps
were established in this area. 1 1 It wasn't
until 1940 that the CCC could use its
manpower for actual soil conservation
projects, before that they were simple
teachers and demonstrators of soil con,
servation methods. In 1940 they began
to use their manpower for soil conserva,
tion projects including reseeding of pas,
tures, terracing, furrowing and strip,crop
of lands to prevent wind erosion. They
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also constructed gully outlets, check
dams and fences, and planted trees and
shrubs to control water erosion. 12
Of the forty,two CCC camps in
Colorado only one still stands: Camp sp,
lJ,C, Morrison, Colorado. Its members
came from an already established camp
in Durango Colorado. On June 30, 1935,
Company 1848 was transferred to camp
SP, 13,C, Mount Morrison. The move
was accomplished by rail "with nothing
of importance transpiring during the
trip". 11 The principal reason for the move
was to furnish manpower for the con,
struction of a huge amphitheater in the

Park of the Red Rocks. 34
On May 9, 1936, all other projects at
Camp sp, lJ,C were canceled so that all
man,days of work and funds available
could be expended on the building of the
amphitheater in the Park of the Red
Rocks. The building of this amphitheater
was one of the largest projects of its kind
31

Wickens, Colorado in the Great Depression, p. 137.

32

Wickens, Colorado in the Great Depression, p. 138.

33

Gleyre and Alleger. History of the CCC in Colorado,

p. 79.

34

Gleyre and Alleger, History of the CCC in Colorado.

p. 79.

ever to be undertaken by the CCC. 35
Considerable research was done before
the plans could be laid down and work
started . Ruins of the old theaters of
Greece and Rome were studied in detail
so that this work might be a finer and
more exacting structure:16 "The building
of this theater is not a steam shovel Job.
The work is being done by man,power"
wrote company commander Elmer A .
Satt. It was impressive. The enrollees
working on the project removed an
incredible 25,000 cubic yards of rock and
dirt, and used 90,000 square feet of flag,
stone, ten carloads of cement, 800 tons
of quarried stone, and 30,000 pounds of
reinforced steel. 17 It was estimated that
the project would take two years. 111 It
took over five years and 120 men.
The construction of Red Rock s
amphitheater was designed to blend in
with the scenery. The walls of the Red
Rocks Amphitheater were formed by two
mammoth, flat sandstone rocks; the Ship
Rock and Creation Rock, set on edge. A

third rock forms a kind of sounding
board. This acoustically perfect open air
theater is considered one of the finest
auditoriums in the world.w
The camp was originally founded to
house workers for the Denver Mountain
Park Projects. 40 It remains today as a
monument to Red Rocks the CCC and
to what can be done with simple hard
work. It was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places on May 8,
1990. The camp of Mount Morrison
Civilian Conservation Corps headquar,
tered the men who constructed the the,
ater and the theater couldn't have
reached reality without that camp. This
intact camp is an excellent representa,
tion of CCC camps during this unusual
time in American History. All the build,
ings of the camp remain intact and gives
one a true sense of what life in this camp
may have been like .
The CCC left its mark throughout
the state. Backpackers and hikers walk
a lon g th e tr a il s built by the CCC.

Campers and picnickers cook their food
over fireplaces built by the CCC. Tourists
and natives alike drive over their roads
and .millions of acres of forest have been
saved. One can't visit a national park or
forest without seeing the rustic signs put
up by the young men of the CCC. The
corps arrested the slow withdrawal of pre,
cious soil in eastern Colorado. The
Civilian Conservation Corps stands as an
example of straight level headed thinking
that saved the land, raised awareness
about conservation, and put millions of
the hungry and destitute back to work.
35 G leyre and Alleger, H istory of the CCC in Colorado,
p. 80.
36 Gleyre and Allegor, H istory of the CC C in Colorado,
p 80.
3 7 Parham, "The CCC In Colorado", p. 91.
38

G leyre and Alleger. H istory of the CCC in Colorado,

p 80.

39 An n Moss, "N atinn a l Reg iste r of Histori c Places,
Registra tion Fo rm ", (U ni ted States Department of t he
Interim, N ational Park Service. 1990), section 7, p. 3.
40 A nn Mnss, "N ational Register of Historic Places" , section 7, p. 5.

Civilian Conservation Corps buildings still standing in Morrison, Colorado.
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THE EVERETI BANK FAILURE OF 1884:
LESSONS FOR TODAY
By: Gay Booth Greenleaf (1989 Honorable Mention in the Historically JeffCo History Writer's Award Contest)

Recent bank failures in Colorado
jolted the public when several industrial
banks folded, and the depositors discov,
ered that they were not covered by
deposit insurance. The depositor/credi,
tors of the failed banks are in a position
similar to that of the unsecured creditors
of any other enterprise; they have to
share in the proceeds of a liquidation,
and, although some action has been
taken by the state, they may not realize
the full measure of their claims. ' Since
the creation of the Federal Deposit
Insurance system in President Franklin
Roosevelt's New Deal in 1933, most
bank depositors have been protected
from losing their funds in a bank failure;
besides the deposit insurance, other legal
and regulatory requirements are designed
to protect depositor s funds, and to
maintain public confidence in the bank,
ing system. 2
It wasn't always this way. Any indi,
vidual with some capital could open a
banking business; if he was honest, pru,
dent, and his customers not overly
dependent on mining or agriculture, he
and his customers were both likely to
prosper. But if he failed, the conse,
quences usually rippled through a com,
munity with seismic force.
A spectacular bank failure in Golden
in 1884 is instructive in a number of
ways . Francis E. Everett 's bank had
attracted the business and confidence of
most of the city's leading citizens and
institutions, including the City of Golden
Jefferson County, the school district,
Capt. Edward Berthoud and the brewer
Adolph Coors. In fact, Mr. Everett was
not only the banker, but also the mayor
of Golden, and was involved in other
business enterprises. His de a th , on
August 17, 1884, at the age of 45, at first
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elicited no alarm, despite the fact that he
had shot himself. His action was deemed
to be the result of unsound mind caused
by an overdose of chloral hydrate, a com,
monly used sedative. He appeared to be
recovering from the effects of the drug,
so the doctor departed, believing his
patient to be out of danger. Mr. Everett,
being alone , then took out a revolver
and shot himself through the heart. He
was survived by his wife of 22 years,
Clara, a daughter Cora, age 20, and a six,
year old son, Winfred. 1
Despite the circumstances of his
death, which our more cynical age would
immediately find suspicious, the fulsome
obituary in the Globe reflected the high
esteem which the deceased had held in
the community. There was as yet no hint
of any public or private impropriety
which would have led a man to such a
desperate action as suicide. The overdose
of chloral was attributed to insomnia
resulting from overwork and his close
attention to his mayoral and business
duties. The funeral, at the Presbyterian
Church was the largest that Golden had
seen for a long time. The remains,
accompanied by his widow were escorted
to the train depot for the trip back to the
Everett fa mily home on N o rwo o d ,
Massachusetts.
As a result of Mr Everett's death, his
banking house, which was a sole propri,
etorship, was closed. This in itself was
not a cause for alarm; any such business
would be closed temporarily pending the
probate of the will and the appointment
of executors who would then have legal
authority to operate the business. The
cashier had also accompanied the funeral
cortege East, and was expected ba ck
shortly. Initial reports of a substantial
estate coupled with an announcement in

the Globe that the business will be con,
tinued at the discretion of the executors"
were also reassuring. The bank did not
reopen when the cashier returned, since
he had been advised that he should not
reopen until the executors had been
qualified.
The hearing on the will was set for
August 4th. On that date, the will was
admitted to probate. However, the execu,
tors were not yet ready to present their
bond, and one of them, the widow Clara
Everett, had not yet returned from
Norwood, so another hearing was set for
August 18th. At the August 4th hearing,
the executors had stated that Everett's
estate was worth approxim a tely
$180,000, which seemed sufficient to off,
set the amounts owing to depositors.
There was also said to be life insur,
ance of at least $25 ,000. Unfortunately,
this did not turn out to be the case; when
the executors filed in court a statement
showing personal property, including the
bank assets, of only $30,000, the alarm
was sounded.
At this point, the creditors decided it
was time for a more accurate assessment
of the bank' s financial situation. The
court permitted the creditors to examine
the bank 's books , and their a uditors
reported on August 7th that the bank's

St:t: 1988 Sess ion Laws of (Colorado p 436, para. I,
C RS ll-22-6 1J), placing e ight fa iled industrial banks into
receivership.
2 The Federal Deposit Insurance C orporation was originally created as part of tht: Federal Reserve Act of 1933,
and was made a separate act in 1950; Vol 4, Uni ted States
Codt: of 1983, p.l 203.
3 Tht: narrat ive of tht: Everett estate proceedings and the
details of the hank fa ilure art: fo und in G olde n, T he 1st
Century, A Colorado C hronicle, by Lorraine Wagt:nbach
and JoAnn E. Thislt:wood, Littleton , Co, 1987, pp. 72- 79.
The Eve rett Es tate was proba te cast: 99 in Jeffe rso n
County; tht: cast: fi les temporarily missing fro m the files of
tht: State A rch ives.

The Everett Bank Building located at 12th and Washington Street in Golden. Photo taken after the turn of the century. Note the public
water fountain on the corner. Photo courtesy of Golden DAR Pioneer Museum .

assets totaled $169,612.20 and it's liabili~
ties $167,953.70. Of the assets, however,
over half were either "Doubtful" or
"Bad": $7,954.31 and $93,844.17, respec~
tively, for a total of $101,798.48.
Furthermore, title to the bank building at
2nd and Washington, which had always
been reported as part of the bank's assets,
was now claimed by the deceased 's
brother, Edward Everett by way of a war~
ranty deed to him executed by Francis
Everett eleven years previously, but only
now recorded. Even if the bank building,
valued in the audit at $10,000, was
found to be part of the assets available to
the estate's creditors, it was apparent
that the bank was insolvent and that the

depositors might only recover some 33
cents to the dollar.
On August 14th, 1884, many of the
bank's creditors convened in the offices
of Capt. Berthoud, which was located in
the Everett building, to organize them~
selves into an association to protect their
rights in any settlement. Modern
bankruptcy and probate practice both
provide for creditors of insolvent estates
the creditors are treated as a class, and
receive pro rata distributions of their
respective shares.
Under current Federal bankruptcy
law, the court will appoint a committee
of creditors, which ordinarily will consist
of those "persons, willing to serve, that

hold the seven largest claims against the
debtor of the kinds represented on such
committee, or of the members of a com~
mittee organized by creditors before the
order for relief under this chapter, if such
committee was fairly chosen and is repre~
sentative of the different kinds of claims
to be represented. "4 The committe·e may
"investigate the acts, conduct, assets, lia~
bilities, and financial condition of the

4

11 U.S. Code 1102(h)(l ).

6

United States Code of 1983, Vol. 4, p 7.

11 U.S. Code 1103 {a){2) .

The current hierarchy of creditors of a decedent's estate
can he found in CRS 15- 12-805.
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debtor, the operation of the debtor's
business and the desirability of the con,
tinuation of such business . "5
Although the history of Federal
bankruptcy practice dates back to 1800,
at the time of the Everett bank failure,
there was no federal bankruptcy statute
in effect: the statute of March 2, 1867
had been repealed in 1878, and the next
Bankruptcy Act was not enacted until
1898. 6 The Everett bank liquidation was
handled as a probate proceeding in coun,
ty court in the same manner as any other
decedent's business would have been
handled, solvent or not. Probate practice
provides for a classification of claims
against a decedent's estate; if the applica,
ble assets of the estate are insufficient to
pay all claims in full, they are paid in
order of rank. If any class can not be paid
in full, their claims are prorated, and
lower ranks would receive nothing. 7
Modern statutes have in effect rati,
fied the procedures that a century ago
had to be worked out by agreement. The
creditors in the Everett case were
required to advance the funds for the
audit; today that would be charged to
the estate as an administrative expense,
which would be paid prior to any distri,
bution.
The bank itself was liquidated as part
of the estate settlement, Edward Everett
did deed the building back to the estate,
and the remaining assets of F.E. Everett
were sold at auction in January of 1886.
Along with the loss of a portion of their
deposits, was undoubtedly a loss of inno,
cence; the community had relied on the
integrity and the good business sense of a
man who had been one of the pillars of
their active and thriving municipality: an
elder of the Presbyterian Church, a
trustee of the School of Mines, a former
President of the School board, and ~ a
devoted family man. What had gone
wrong?
In a word: Speculation. He had
invested depositor's monies in various
mining schemes which inevitably lost
money, and had covered the losses with
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his own personal notes. We can give him
the benefit of honest intentions; then as
now, mining enterprises promised great
returns to eager investors, and we can
believe that Everett had every intention
of making his depositors whole. Then, as
now, these kinds of investments had a
higher ratio of losses than gains, and
once started on this course, Everett was
ineluctably drawn farther into the quick,
sands of false hope; each new enterprise
would be the one that would recover all
the previous investments and save him
from the consequences of his improvi,
dence. He was apparently a man who
was proud of his position in the commu,
nity and whose self,esteem was synony,
mous with his good reputation; faced
with disgrace he chose suicide, rather
than face his customers, many of whom
had been his friends. Men like Capt.
Berthoud, who had an office in Everett's
building, and who taught at the School
of Mines, whom he must have seen in
the course of business nearly every day;
his fellow Masons, or the members of the
F.E. Everett Hook and Ladder Company,
which he had founded and supported.
They had entrusted him with their
money and he had mismanaged it.
Banking a century ago was complete,
ly unregulated. The basic principles of
the business have not changed; it is the
business of commercial banks to accept
deposits from customers and to invest
those funds, generally as loans, to
advance the economy for the mutual
benefit of banker and customer. The
soundness of the bank is dependent on
the soundness of the banker's judgment
in making the particular loan, taking into
account the fact that some originally
good loans may go bad for various rea,
sons, such as crop failure, war, or a gener,
al economic downturn. Even in a regu,
lated banking environment which pro,
hibits the kind of speculative investment
by banks which enmeshed Everett, it is
still possible to make bad loans or to
fraudulently misappropriate funds, how,
ever, the system is designed to bring

these ac-t:ions to light sooner than appar,
ently happened in this case.
Everett, an individual was able to
open a banking business, in the same
manner as any other business: by open,
ing the doors and soliciting customers.
He had a good track record as a busi,
nessman, was known to have assets, and
evidently had the confidence of the com,
munity. Today, it is not so simple; a bank
must be a corporation, with a minimum
paid,in capital mandated by statute, and
must be chartered by either Federal or
State banking authorities before it can
open for business. 11 Once open, it is sub,
ject to scrutiny by its own board of direc,
tors and by the regulators, who can call
for more capital if they find that deposi,
tors' funds are in jeopardy. The invest,
ments a bank can make are also regular,
ed: the National Bank Act limits invest,
ment securities of any one obligor or
maker, held by the association for its own
account to be no more than ten percent
of it's capital and surplus, except for
U.S.Government or Government Agency
obligations. 9
Everett had no board reviewing his
investments, no regulators auditing his
accounts, and no other investors at risk
in protecting his depositors. When things
went bad, it was his burden alone, and it
proved to be too much.
Frank Everett's suicide was a tragedy
not only for his widow and children, but
for the cocy1munity which had entrusted
him with their monies, from the City of
Golden to the Ladies Aid Society of the
Presbyterian Church and the Masonic
Order. Today's banking system has
attempted to create safeguards that
might have prevented the kind of invest,
ment trap that Everett fell into.
The tragedy of Frank Everett was
that he had always, until the last weeks

8
The;: rt:quirt:mt:nts to obtain a national hank chartt:r
can bt: found in 12 U.S. Code;:, 21,23; for the;: Colorado
rt:quirt:mt:nts for a state;: hank chartt:r se;:e;: CRS 11-5-101

120.
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12 U .S. Code;: 24.

of his life, been an honorable and sue~
cessful man, but he was dragged into the
quicksands of investment pipe dreams.
As long as he could infuse his own funds
into the breach and cover his customers'
deposits, he could cling to the dream,
known to every horse player and penny
stock investor, that the next exacta, the
next new issue would be the big one, that
would not only cover all the losses, but
also produce profits beyond his wildest
imaginings.
So, one bright July morning, as the
thunder heads built up their dark towers
along the ramparts of the foothills, and
the citizens of Golden went about their
daily tasks, Francis Everett looked at the
bank's books, and his own depleted
assets, and realized that the dream was
over, he was trapped in a nightmare
which he felt would never end. The

remaining investment was bad and the
assets to cover the losses had run out;
there was no capital left. He was ruined,
and his wife and children would be desti~
tute and the objects of pity and derision.
There was insurance to protect them, at
this point the depositors might recover
some of their funds, but the longer this
went on the worse it would be for them
and for him. Wrapped in his shame,
Everett went home; when the evening
brought no sleep, he took an overdose of
a sleeping draught, hoping that it would
appear to be an accident. When that was
not sufficient to kill him, and he was sue~
cessfully revived, he then took more
effective means to achieve his end.
The
era
of
untrammeled
entrepreneurship in banking lasted for
almost 50 more years, until the overhaul
of the nation's banking system in the

1930's. Bank failures still occur, but the
small depositor, unless lured by promise
of high interest rates into an uninsured
institutions, is generally spared the situa~
tion that Everett's customers faced. The
funds of the entire community were tied
up for months while the complexities of
the failed banker's estate were unraveled,
a situation that must have placed severe
restraints on large and small alike. We
can be grateful that the nation, in this
respect, has learned something from the
mistakes of the past.
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You and your organization are invited to submit one nomination in each category. The nominees should be
people who have molded and shaped the history of Jefferson County in one or more of the following ways:
THE WRITTEN WORD

The nominees has written articles, stories or books on Jefferson County.

RESEARCH

The nominee has done extensive research on geology, archaeology, or history
of Jefferson County.

PHOTOGRAPHY

The nominee has been active in photographing or mapping Jefferson County.

POLITICAL

The nominee has contributed to or changed the course of events in Jefferson
County.

INDUSTRY

The nominee has been prominent in industrial or agricultural development in
Jefferson County.

PUBLIC SERVICE

The nominee has been involved in founding or promoting a charitable or pub
lie service organization.

EDUCATION

The nominee has been involved with educational progress in Jefferson County.

CULTURAL

The nominee has made artistic and/or cultural contributions specific to
Jefferson County.

1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996

THOSE PREVIOUSLY INSTALLED IN THE HALL OF FAME ARE:
Robert F. Clement
Dr. Charles D. Spivak
Edward L. Berthoud
William A.H. Loveland
Benjamin F. Wadsworth
John L. Jerome
George West
William W. Wilmore
E.E. Wyland
Torrence Corbin
John Brisben Walker
Charles Scherling Ryland
Samuel Wallace Johnson
Ruth Small Stockton
Sara L. (Sandy) Crain
Thomas C. Berger
Charles Holder Easley
Kathleen Kleptko
Marie Creighton

Catherine D. Dittman
Glenn R. Scott
Homer L. Pearson
Mary Helen Crain
Hazel L. Humphrey
Patricia K. Wilcox
Lloyd Gorrell
Francis Rizzari
Naomi Kullerstrand Olson
Lorene L. Horton
Louise M. (Peg) Johnstone
Clark Stone
Carol Karlin
Jane M. Gardner
Richard A. (Dick) Ronzio
Marcetta Lutz
Ruth Richardson

Please include as much biographical information as possible about your nominee, as the judges' selection
will be based entirely on the verifiable information you provide. Please cite your sources of information.
Nominations must be RECEIVED by July 15, 1997, addressed to:

Jefferson County Historical Commission,
100 Jefferson County Parkway, Golden, CO 80419
For further information call Rita Peterson at 985~ 7511 or Duncan McCollum at
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271~8448.

JEFFERSON COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION
HALL OF FAME NOMINATION FORM
"To honor those who have contributed notably
to the history of Jefferson County"
Living: _ _ _ _ _ __

Category:

Deceased: - - - - - -

Nominator: ---------------------------------------------------------------(person or organization)
Contact Person: ------------------------------------------------------------(name)

(zip)

(address)

(work phone)

(home phone)

Nominee: -------------------------------------------------------------------

Born: --------------------------Date, if deceased: ___________________
Birthplace: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Family Contact: _____________________
(zip)

(address)
(home phone)

(work phone)

Please provide a picture that is suitable for reproduction to be hung in the
Jefferson County Hall of Fame, or make sure that one is available.
Please attach a concise biography of the nominee, with sources cited, and
include the informaiton requested in the accompanying letter.
Please return by July 15, 1997, to:
Jefferson County Historical Commission
100 Jefferson County Parkway
Golden, Colorado 80419
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A VIEW OF JEF~ERSON COUNTY·s RATHER
HISTORICAL WEATHER OCCURRENCES
By: Mary ]o Regier (1991 Honorable Mention in the Historically JeffCo History Writer's Award Contest)

Hell hath no fury like Mother nature
on the rampage, and even our dear, and
beloved Jefferson County has never been
immune to her ravages. Pioneers as early
as the 1850's have recorded such histori,
cal weather events as flash floods, cloud,
bursts, canyon fires, hailstorms, which
offers we Jeffcoites a rich history of
weather patterns, which remain unbro,
ken. Due to Jefferson County's areas of
large population, steep canyons, large
drainage areas, and the possibilities of

large rainfalls and broad,scale snowmelt,
we have always been susceptible to natu,
ral disasters.
Former Governor Dick Lamm, in
releasing a report by the Colorado
Division of Disaster Emergency Services,
in July of 1978, called it "sobering," and
stated that, "the price of living in the
West is an extra series of pre,cautions"
which must be taken to minimize life,
and property, threatening situations. Mr.
Lamm went on to say, "I very much want

Coloradans to understand that we who
live in Colorado live with the vagaries of
nature." His report went on to say that
our own Clear Creek which affects
Golden; and Bear Creek, which affects
Morrison, Tiny Town, Kittredge, Idledale
(which once carried the beautiful name
of Starbuck}, and Evergreen; to be two of
Colorado's major flash flood canyons, in
a list of twenty Colorado canyons at high
risk.
Floods have long been a problem in

The Golden flood of 1872. Photo looking south down Washington Avenue from 1oth Street . The white buiUling in the center of the photo is
the D.K. Wall buiUiing and the next buiUling to the south is Wood's Mortuary today, but at the time of the flood was a grocery store . Photo
courtesy of Golden DAR Pioneer Museum.
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Jefferson County, at least until the
advent of flood,protection measures, and
damming. Clear Creek, Ralston Creek,
and Bear Creek were all much wider in
the early days, and flooding was quite a
common way of life for Jefferson
County's pioneers.
Clear Creek (formerly known as
Vasquez Creek, prior to the gold stam,
pede) has flooded numerous times,
including the years of 1864, 1866, 1872,
1876, 1885, 1887, 1888, 1894, 1896,
1900, 1933, 1934, 1938, and 1948. Clear
Creek emerges from the Front Range at
Golden, and flows for a distance of 16
miles across the plains. One of the earli,
est recorded floods of Clear Creek hap,
pened the same year as the great flood of
Cherry Creek, in 1864. Both the
Register, and the Commonwealth Weekly
(early JeffCo newspapers) carried stories
of this flood. "Clear Creek rose rapidly
June 9, and overflowed its banks near the
corner of Rose and Tenth Streets ... the
large county bridge below wrecked ... the
railroad bridge was carried away... " and,
"they say the second bridge at Golden
City has gone up, and Clear Creek still
on a high. This roasting weather will
start the mountain snows running, and
perhaps start another freshet while doing
so." (A freshet being a sudden overflow
of a stream resulting from a heavy rain or
thaw.)
Clear Creek again flooded in July of
1866, then more viciously again, on July
14, 1872. The July 16, 1872 issue of the
Rocky Mountain News carried coverage:
"... people residing in the vicinity of the
Central Stage Road, in Golden Gate
Gulch, report having seen numerous
dense clouds, from which a conical pillar
resembling condensed vapor, was seen to
descend, and almost simultaneously deaf,
ening peal of thunder was heard ... a
tremendous torrent of water, bearing
trees and boulders ... the wave had a per,
pendicular breast of 10 or 12 feet ... " In
another effort to show it's power, Clear
Creek left it's banks anew on May 22,
1876. "... a most destructive rainstorm
occurred. It began with snow in the
mountains falling to the depths of two or
three feet in Gilpin and Clear Creek
counties, and extending with great sever,

ity far out upon the plains in torrents of
rain. Cherry Creek, Clear Creek, and the
Platte, all streams in it's track were filled
with rushing waters as though the heav,
ens had opened up suddenly. It created
unparalleled havoc among the railways,
bridges, and other structures. Telegraph
lines were down, roadbeds were swept
away, and all trains were stopped ... Mr.
Loveland and his Goldenites somehow
found ways and means, for in an incredi,
bly short time the damage was repaired,
and all the trains put in motion. (William
A.H. Loveland was the "sparkplug" of
Golden's beginnings, as well as the father
of Colorado's Central System of
Railways.)
Just three short months later, the
Colorado Transcript of August 23, 1876
carries this piece: "Another of those
sharp and sudden storms occurred on
Saturday night last, in the mountains
west of us. The Beaver Brook canon was
completely washed out and debris in
immense quantities floated down to near
it's mouth, but leaving the railroad track
uninjured. A tremendous flood came
down Tucker canon, washing out bed of
the stream leading from it to depth of 3
or 4 feet where it passes through
town. "The railroad tracks were spared
this time! Trains were extremely impor,
tant in Golden's early days, and still are
used a bit, in present times, by the Coors
industry.
The 1880's witnessed more flooding
from Clear Creek, with the first one
noted December 16, 1885, again, in the
Colorado Transcript. "An unusual thing
for this time of year is a flood in Clear
Creek. Once came down on Monday
(14th), however, a regular boomer, bring,
ing plenty of slush ice, flood wood, etc.
The ice gorged to some extent at
Quaintance Mill, and for a while it
looked as though the Ford Street bridge
was doomed. A heavy stream came down
all afternoon. Whether the flood was
caused by warm winds in the mountains,
or rain, we have not learned."
On August 1, 1888, another flood
occurred on Clear Creek. According to
the Transcript, August 8, 1888, that
flood caused severe damage to the rail,
road tracks in canyon, washing them out.

Evidently, Clear Creek wasn't the
only creek to spill over in the 1880's. In
July, of 1887, a cloudburst on a section of
Ralston Creek turned it into a raging
150,foot wide river. (A cloudburst is a
sudden rainfall, or downpour, which
causes a flood that rises so rapidly, it is
often referred to as a "wall of water." The
earliest recorded cloudburst, was the
cloudburst causing the Golden Gate
Gulch flood, of July 14, 1872.)
Another severely disastrous flood
occurred on Clear Creek, July 24, 1896,
again, the result of a cloudburst. The
Colorado Transcript, July 29, 1896, car,
ries the following account of the storm,
and ensuing flood: "At about 7 o'clock
(evening) dense clouds had gathered low
down on the surrounding mountains and
at that hou_r an unprecedented down,
pour of rain and hail commenced, con,
tinuing to fall in sheets for half an hour
or more. Before the rain even partially
ceased, the water in the (Clear) creek
began to rise rapidly, bringing down flood
wood, railroad ties, trees, and all manner
of debris, and to add to the horror, at
about 8 o'clock a tremendous wall of
water came down Tucker Gulch (a tribu,
tary of Golden Gate Gulch) forcing its
way through the center of the town
(Golden), carrying death and destruction
in its path. At the point where the gulch
debouches through a narrow passage in
Carks garden, additional watermarks
show that the body of water must have
been fully 30 feet deep. At this point
stood the residence of Alderman J. F.
Edwards, and the relentless flood swept
from home and love ones Mrs. Edwards,
who was standing in the yard as the
water approached and was unable to
reach a place of safety before she was
hurled to death. The flood with its load
of wreckage dashed on down the incline,
parting at the glass works which stood
along,side the railroad tracks, one body
following down the gulch and Ford
Street, taking in its course a little cot,
tage. (Two occupants were drowned.) By
8 o'clock Clear Creek itself was on the
rampage, a body of water from 8 to 10
feet deep coming down from Beaver
Brook." Tucker Gulch's huge wall of
water led to the destruction of the D. K.
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Wall Building, which was where the first
Jefferson County offices and jail were
located.
The turn of the new century brought
Ralston Creek over it's banks again in
May 1900. According to both the
Golden Globe, and the Colorado
Transcript, related coverage said:
"Recent rains have done considerable damage to Jefferson County roads.
Ralston Creek is on a rampage and did
considerable damage to bridges. Water
14 feet higher than usual."Not even the
turn of the century could put an end to
the bank of Clear Creek's flooding. Rain
occurring from September 9th to
September 11th, of 1933, was the highest
recorded rainfall for the region since the
August 1888 flood. Rain covered the
Clear Creek Basin, and Golden Gate
Canyon was flooded, and the highway
was damaged so terribly, that it shut
down for a number of days.
Clear Creek had two more minor
floods again in 1934, and 1948, with a
more major one occurring in between in
September 1938, which reached cloudburst quotas on the divide between Clear
Creek and Bear Creek, centering around
the Genessee Mountain, and lasting only
a short time.
More recently, the July 21, 1965
issue of the Denver Post, carried an article about a storm which took place on
July 20, 1965, stating: "Jefferson County
officials reported two bridges in the
Golden Gate Canyon northwest of
Golden were washed away by a 5-foot
wall of water. No damage was reported
farther downstream, however."
As if to not be outdone by Clear
Creek, Bear Creek has proven to be an
extremely powerful adversary as well, on
many, many occasions, as any Morrison
dweller can attest to. Bear Creek, which
drains the eastern slope of the Front
Range, emerges from the foothills near
Morrison, then proceeds on, through a
shallow valley, for about ten miles, eight
miles to it's junction with the South
Platte River. Oddly enough, Bear Creek
seems to be subjected to cloudbursts
more often than any other South Platte
tributary, leaving the beautiful little
mountain town of Morrison, at it's mercy.
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Indeed, Morrison has proven to be a
worthy opponent, surviving the inundations gracefully, but, not without loss.
Frequently, and as a rule, the floods
of Bear Creek begin near the town of
Kittredge, farther to the west in Bear
Creek Canyon, where water tends to pile
up from higher streams. Fed by the
Mount Vernon Creek tributary, with
headwaters at the top of the canyon near
Genesee Mountain, Bear Creek needs
little more encouragement, or fueling,
when it is ready to go on the rampage
during a storm. The cause of one of the
earlier floods reported, started out as a
snowstorm in the upper Bear Creek
Basin, on May 21-23, 1876. This snowstorm, in turn, caused the flood which
was reported in the June 5, 1876 issue of
the Denver Tribune: "... informs us that
he has never seen such destruction in
the region as resulted from the late
storm. He spent some days in the valleys
(of) Soda and Bear Creeks and their tributaries and found new gulches worn to a
depth of 20 feet in the action of the raging torrents."
Exactly two, and three years later, in
1878, and 1879, Bear Creek proved once
again how raging it's torrents can really
be. The June 12, 1878 issue of Weekly
News states: "Bridge over Dutch Creek
was washed out. Trains held. Turkey
Creek bridge gone, and a number of
other bridges damaged. Damage to crops
not yet estimated. Result of storm not
fully known as yet but it was unusually
severe in it's character." Thomas
Morrison, son of the great founder of
Morrison, George Morrison, owned the
Turkey Creek toll road and operated the
toll house, located just a short way from
the mouth of the canyon, near where the
present day Fort restaurant is situated,
until the floods of 1878 and 1879, which
caused great losses for Mr. Morrison, thus
causing him to forfeit his toll house operations.
The Colorado Transcript of June 6,
1894, reported on a rather widespread
storm which took place May 29-June 1,
1894. The newspaper stated the various
parts of destruction throughout the state,
and specifically, in the area of Morrison,
the flood caused the loss of bridges, rail-

road tracks and houses, and destroyed
the highway in the canyon. This
account, was one of the few recorded
floods caused only by general rains.
July 1896 offered heavy rainfall
again, causing flooding of the Bear Creek
and Clear Creek basins, with the Bear
Creek flood recorded as the severest for
the region, responsible for the loss of
many lives, and extensive property damage. From the August 5, 1896 edition of
the Colorado Transcript comes:
"Commencing at the origin of the flood
which is at the head of Cub Creek, about
8 miles southwest of Evergreen, there is
nothing but ruin and desolation in its
wake." On the same flood, the July 25,
1896 Rocky Mountain News noted:
"Without a moment's warning the largest
flood that ever came down Bear Creek
struck Morrison about 8 o'clock tonight
(July 24, 1896), sweeping everything in
its path ... the terror was added to by a
report that a flood that would wipe out
the entire town was coming down Mount
Vernon Gulch ... but, although the water
came down through the town nearly 3
feet deep in the main street, the buildings in the business section all withstood
it."
The August 7, 1906 Denver Post
noted another Bear Creek flood, with
much property damage, yet no lives lost.
And the August 30, 1925 Denver Post
noted that a storm centered in Mill
Gulch, back of Starbuck. No lives were
lost, and property damage was small.
Mosquito bridge, 3 miles below
Morrison, was washed out.
Turkey Creek, which empties into
Bear Creek between Morrison and
Englewood, also seems prone to relentless flooding. Tiny Town, built on the
banks of Turkey Creek, has met it's fate a
few times, at the hands of Turkey Creek.
The charming little village was severely
damaged in 192 9, and again in 193 2.
A recurring Bear Creek flood was on
July 7, 1933, and reported in the
Jefferson County Republican as follows:
"Five persons known ... property damage
of unestimated degree and nearly all the
highway between Mt. Morrison and
Idledale ruined, is the toll up to date of
one of the most devastating floods last

Friday afternoon Quly 7) ever to visit the
Bear Creek watershed ... a cloudburst at
about 1 o'clock in the neighborhood of
Idledale sent a wall of water down Saw
Mill Gulch leading to Bear Creek, and
another raging torrent down Vernon
Creek ... The Vernon Creek waters
reached a height of 15 feet, in the nar,
row passage between the business hous,
es ... the highway up beautiful Bear Creek
Canyon between Mt. Morrison and
Idledale is practically ruined ... the depth
of the flood water failed to reach the
height of the all,time record in Bear
Creek established July 24, 1896." After
this flood, the Denver and South Park
Railroad (built in 1873), running from
Denver to Morrison, was abandoned
after 60 faithful years of service. A num,
ber of bridges and a portion of the
roadbed were washed out and never
rebuilt.
One year later, on August 9, 1934,
cloudbursts once again descended on
Bear Creek, resulting in flooding and six
people losing their lives. The Jefferson
County Republican again carried the
story: "Unlike the flood of July 7 of last
year when practically all of the Bear
Creek highway between Morrison and
Idledale was washed out, the damage in
the canyon this year was comparatively
small, the new Bear Creek highway
which had just been opened to the public
having suffered little damage, while in
Mount Vernon Canyon the wall of water
was of much greater volume than last
year and ripped out much of the roadway
in the canyon. The business section of
Morrison did not suffer as greatly as last
year owing to the fact that the waters of
Bear Creek and Mount Vernon Creek
did not meet at Morrison this year, the
Bear Creek water having passed
Morrison before Mount Vernon Creek
water reached the junction with Bear
Creek at Morrison." The Republican
added that, according to a resident of 40
years along Mount Vernon Creek: water
was 12,15 feet high, and was the highest
flood during his 40 year tenure!
The famous "cloudburst" once again
inundated the region, September 2,3,
1938, centered on the divide between
Mount Vernon and Bear Creeks near the
top of Genessee Mountain. This precipi,

tation resulted in floods in Cold Spring
Gulch and Mount Vernon Creek, which
caused the flood on Bear Creek. Above
Cold Spring Gulch, the upper of these
two tributaries, Bear Creek experienced
only a small rise.
Mother Nature almost outdid herself
with the great flood of 1969. The May 7,
1969 Denver Post carried the article,
parts of which follow: "An undetermined
number of families along the banks of
Bear Creek at Tinytown were evacuated
late Tuesday (May 6) as the creek,
swollen by two days of rain, washed over
its banks and threatened homes ... along
the creek, Denver Police at Bear Valley
reported Bear Creek had risen a foot in
an hour and was beginning to flow over
the banks ... One small dam on Turkey
Creek burst, sending a small flood crest
down the creek, but another small dam
further downstream held to slow the
swollen stream ... Jefferson County
Sheriffs Deputies and Colorado State
Patrolmen stood by at Tinytown in case a
more massive evacuation became neces,
sary... flooding on Bear Creek washed out
a bridge near Morrison and forced the
State Patrol to close U.S. 285 between
Morrison and Rooney Road. High 13
waters and occasional overflows contin,
ued all the way up the canyon to
Evergreen where water 1 and 2 feet deep
flowed freely over the spillway of the
dam ... water coming over the dam
reached the bottom of the bridge in
Evergreen and forced local officials
armed with poles to stand guard against
debris piling up ... ". This flood once again
destroyed Tiny Town, leaving it mangled
and abandoned. As if to add insult to
injury, newspaper reports ran obituaries
on Tiny Town.
As defiant as it's local neighbor,
Morrison, Tiny Town emerged from the
ruins, and reopened to the public in
1988, after massive restoration, and
beautification, by many dedicated volun,
teers, and funds from caring corporations
and individuals alike.
A blaring headline, "230 Flee
Flooding Along Bear Creek," in the July
23, 1983 Denver Post, proved the old
Bear wasn't finished yet! Enormous thun,
derstorms passed through the area the
day before, dropping 3 inches of rain in

less than an hour, in Kittredge, during
the height of the downpour, causing
flooding in Bear Creek Canyon. The arti,
cle contained the following: "About 230
people left homes and shops in Bear
Creek Canyon, as the level of the creek
rose in minutes by up to 3 feet as the
result of heavy rain ... two small bridges
were destroyed near Colorado 74 ... both
the highway and Morrison Road were
closed at Morrison due to mudslides and
high water... 200 of the people were evac,
uated from Morrison, 30 from Idledale
moved to higher ground ... A Jefferson
County bridge on Kerr Gulch Road
about 2 miles east of Kittredge was
washed away, and a private bridge serv,
ing Troublesome Gulch collapsed when a
fire truck with two firemen aboard was
crossing over it ... Evergreen Fire Dept.
said the truck fell about 15 feet into the
creek, landing on it's side. Firemen not
injured, climbed out the cab and swam
to the bank of the creek ... "
Floods aren't the only devastating
weather our county has endured .. heav,
ens no. You name it, and Jefferson
County has probably experienced it! We
have had some very vicious storms,
bringing along tornadoes, hail, sleet, and
widespread destruction.
One early storm, chronicled in G.
Brown's book, Shining Mountains, on
Saturday, July 31st, 1880, notes the
"heavens reverberating artillery broke
loose in the canopy above and sent down
hail and rain to a quantity never before
witnessed in School District No. 13.
Twenty bridges were washed out from W
C. Child's ranch to Mt. Vernon, as well
as eleven potato patches in between.
Farmers went to work the next day in
spite of their crop losses.
Almost exactly 110 years later, at
Red Rocks Amphitheater, concert,goers
were inflicted with the same type of
storm, minus the washed out bridges,
during the summer of 1990.
Then, from the Colorado Transcript
(started, edited, and managed by Captain
Berthoud) on June 14, 1882, came
another such storm encompassing all
sorts of disasters. "For two months past
Golden has not had one day free from
rain. The daily program has been about
as follows: First a bright warm morning,
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that lasts until near noon, when its
cheerfulness is displaced by black thun,
der clouds,(sound familiar?) after which
a slight drizzling rain lingers until the
approach of evening which is the signal
for the introduction of the crowning fea,
ture of the day's entertainments, namely:
thunder, lightening, rain, hail, and wind
until morning dawns again with its flit,
ting cheerfulness. Last Saturday night
and the following nature adopted an
entire change of program with disastrous
results." When the storm was at it's
height, the fire alarm sounded, and
report circulated that the Cambria Fire
and Brick Works, situated at the foot of
Second Street, had been struck by light,
ening and was in flames. The brave fire,
fighters who approached the blaze, ran
away shrieking, as an immense, 1O,foot
high wave came down Tucker Gulch, in
advance of the flood that swept through
Cambria Works. The Jefferson County
pioneers suffered through the fierceness
of that particular storm's onslaught for
about an hour and a half, and luckily, no
lives were lost.
More recently, Jefferson County
again was inundated by a severe storm,
on June 3, 1981. In Lakewood, dozens of
homes were hit by a tornado, and there
were numerous reports of hail damage to
cars. Lakewood's damages were set at
more than 16 $200,000.00. Large hail
added to the moisture in Wheat Ridge,
during the hour and fifteen minutes the
storm raged in the metro area. There was
a report that a 15 ,foot wall of runoff
water from rain roared down Clear Creek
from the foothills, but a dispatcher with
the Sheriffs Department said that to her
knowledge, the creek never left its banks
anywhere in the county durin g the
storm. Hail accompanying the twister,
was concentrated along the foothills , and
one farmer, from a another county, said,
"the wind and rain might h a ve done
farmers a lot of good. It killed a lot of
grasshoppers."
David King Wall, the father of irri,
gated farming in Colorado, had his entire
crop wiped out by grasshoppers, leaving
not so much as a green spear standing,
compelling Wall to abandon his farm. In
August, 1864, they made their appear,
ance, munching on everything in sight,
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again. Elihu Evans, who had just barely
set foot on Jefferson County soil, in 1864,
wrote, "grasshoppers awful, it is horrify,
ing. The grasshoppers are all the go now."
He spent a great deal of time working on
a grasshopper killing machine, and
attempted to get a patent on it. The
same pattern appeared in 1865, and
again, in 1866, along with flooding. It
was a indeed a vicious circle.
A typical JeffCo summer storm hap,
pened again August 17, 1982, complete
with our trademark slow moving thun,
derstorms, which dumped 4,1/2 inches of
rain between Conifer and Evergreen and
filled Turkey and Bear Creeks to their
banks before weakening, and moving to
the east. Flash flood warnings were
touched off, but later canceled.
Evidently, the Evergreen Volunteer Fire
Department had received numerous
phone calls from concerned citizens, in
the area, over the swollen creeks, but no
one had to be evacuated.
Jefferson County's Airport was offi,
dally dedicated on October 16, 1960.
The Airport, located west of Wadsworth,
along the Jefferson County, Boulder
County line, has been subjected to winds
as strong as 115 mph, now and again,
since 1960. Not as strong, however, as
the wind that swept through the Airport
August 20, 1982. The Denver Post car,
ried the story, stating that the wind
sounded like it was in a tunnel, and last,
ed no more than 30 seconds or a minute,
and then it was gone. The damages were
estimated to be around $1.5 million,
which included an airplane, and two
hangars. Evidently, experts say that this
particular wind was called a micro burst,
(A violent down draft of wind that can
occur during thunderstorms. According
to the Post, "On scene evidence pointed
to a micro burst as the cause of the dam,
age when investigators found a plane
with its wingtips bent straight down.")
The thunderstorm season, when lit,
erally thousands of lightening strikes can
occur in one day along the Front Range,
typically begins in May, runs through
August, with a few storms likely to sprin,
kled in April and September. The light,
ening season reportedly peaks in July, the
month when most lightening,caused
deaths have occurred in the last 20 years.

A higher power must have been watch,
ing over one Lakewood police officer,
who, May 15, 1989, was struck by light,
ening, and lived to tell about it!
That same May storm, dumped 3 to
4 inches of pea and marble,size hail on
Golden's Table Mountain, and, another
bolt of lightening triggered a small forest
fire on Legault Mountain, southeast of
Aspen Park on U.S. 285. Luckily, for the
JeffCo firefighters who couldn't get to the
blaze rapidly due to rugged terrain, the
heavy rainfall battled the fire for them.
Another hail/tornado storm moved
into Jefferson County on July 11, 1990.
According to an article in the July 12th
issue of the Rocky Mountain News, an
insurance agent stated, "That's why they
call hail the gemstone of Colorado, there
is more hail on the Front Range than just
about anywhere else." As if to justify the
remark, baseball,size hail pounded
Arvada. Also in Arvada, 20 to 30 police
and employee vehicles were damaged by
the storm, which reportedly came down
in solid sheets, and lasted only five to
seven minutes!
These notorious Front Range storms
can also be disastrous in the way of light,
ening caused fires, when the conditions
are just right. One of Jefferson County's
first recorded forest fire, probably caused
by lightening, was in Clear Creek
Canyon, in 1886. Another famous fire in
Jefferson County, was that included in
the story of John Brisben Walker (whose
holdings once included Red Rocks Park,
Mt. Falcon, and Morrison), the infamous
dreamer reportedly ahead of his time. Mr.
Walker had built a castle at the top of
Mt. Falcon, which never did get com,
pleted. Only one wing of the castle was
completed, which is where his family
lived. On a windy night in September,
1908, Mr. Walker held a party, commem,
orating the new road which led to his
castle. Then in 1914, Walker was respon,
sible for the first cornerstone of the
famed, never,to,be "Presidential Summer
White House," being laid, and just four
years later, in 1918, Walker's own castle
burned. On the day the castle burned, an
ill neighboring girl was home from
school, and was watching the lightening
of a storm overhead, when suddenly

there was a terrific flash up on M t.
Falcon, and the castle was on fire. It
was never determined if the fire was
started by lightening, or some other
means. Today, the crumbling remains of
John Brisben Walker's broken aspira~
tions still remain on Mt. Falcon, and,
sadly and ironically enough, Mt. Falcon
again burned, on April 23, 1989. This
last fire was not caused by lightening.
Documenting only a few of Jefferson
County's forest fires, is the fire of March
24, 1991, which started shortly before
3 :00 PM in Jefferson County, and
quickly swallowed up parts of nearby
O'Fallon Park. This brush fire's cause is
still unknown, but serves as an early
reminder, to those of us living near our
beloved foothills, of the dangers of fires,
following mild winters such as the one
we just had.
Snow. No historical Jefferson
County weather account would possibly
be complete without the mention of
snow, or the blizzards of 1913, and
1982. The Christmas Blizzard of 1982,
reportedly the worst in our history in 69
years, began Thursday, December 23rd,
just prior to midnight, and by Christmas
Eve, the 24th, had dropped two feet of
snow in just twelve short hours! Both
Wheat Ridge, and Golden, recorded 34
inches of snow by Christmas morning,
and cars littered most all of Golden's
highways and streets. ley winds, racing
up to 50 miles per hour, caused deep
snow 21 drifts all over. Unofficial snow
depths up to 50 inches were reported in
Golden Gate Canyon. Jefferson County
law enforcement officers reported main~
ly traffic related and first~aid emergen~
cies. For the first time EVER IN THEIR
HISTORY, both the Denver Post, and
the Rocky Mountain News canceled
their Saturday, December 25th, 1982
editions.
The greatest blizzard was the snow
storm of December 5th, 1913.
Approximately 46 inches of snow fell,
on Denver alone, with Jefferson County
suburbs tending their own snow
records. Tiny Edgewater, "The Little
City with the Big Heart", received a 5
to 6 foot blanket of snow! In Lakewood,

in the 1913 blitz, drifts as high as 12
feet leaned against homes, and thickly
covered windows in white. In most all
Jefferson County cities, railroad service
was suspended, street cars were sus~
pended, telegraph lines were out, no
mail was arriving nor departing, tele~
phones had a few broken wires, with
residents urged to use phone only in
cases of emergency, funerals and school
postponed, and the temperatures were
in the 30's, to boot! Despite all of this,
citizens remained in good spirits, mirth~
fully accepting their inconveniences
and temporary hardships.
Viola Crooks proves the spirit, in
her recollection of the 1913 blizzard.
Viola is one of Broomfield's most 22
beloved pioneers, having moved there
in 1895 with her family, at the age of
four. Viola reported: "In December of
1913, a four~foot snow stayed on the
ground all winter. We ran out of sugar
so Dad took a shovel down to Highway
120, shoveled out the snow, took a
team and the sled we used to haul water
on, and went to Broomfield. The store
let him have 100 pounds of
sugar.... because of the deep snow, no
one could get to the mountains for
Christmas trees, so we went to our field,
cut a five foot cottonwood tree,
wrapped each branch with dark green
crepe paper, and put our Christmas dec~
orations and candles on it. I think it
was the prettiest tree we ever had."
Life is never boring in Jefferson
County, because we always have our
weather to keep us amused, enter~
tained, bewildered and sad. Everyone
knows that if you don't like the weather
here, just wait a while, and it will
change. Now, you know as well, why
you are never told just exactly HOW it
will change. Some things are just better
left unsaid.
We have always rebuilt and moved
on after each storm. 1

Th~ J~ff~rson County Histmical Commission would
to dedicat~ this <uticl~ to th~ r~orl~ of Buffalo Cr~~k
who suff~r~d through a disastrous fir~ and flood that consum~d liv~s and prop~rty in th~ summ~r of 1996.
lik~
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