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ON THE COVER
lHE GOlDEN ARMORY
Just after the tum of the century, James H. Gow began collecting rocks on the banks
of Clear Creek, loading them into his horse drawn wagon, and delivering them to a site
in Golden on Arapaho Street and 13th. Gow collected an unbelievable three thousand
three hundred and thirty wagon loads of cobblestones. In addition to cobblestones,
Gow hauled five thousand five hundred sacks of cement and one thousand cubic yards
of sand to the site. Gow was a known architect and engineer in Golden, responsible for
the construction of the County Jail in 1878 and the Castle Rock Pavilion. At the tum
of the century Gow was offered the job of building a new armory building for
Company A, Engineers Corps, Colorado National Guard. Company A troops were
comprised of engineer students from the Colorado School of Mines.
Gow was obsessed with designing the armory after an old English castle, including
stone balustrades, slit like windows and battlement corners. Estimated cost of the
armory was set at $43,666.00. In December of 1912 excavation of the armory
foundation began.
In the course of excavating the armory foundation, workmen discovered the foun,
dation of the old Golden House destroyed by fire in September of 1878.
The cornerstone of this building in Golden, made famous in Ripley's Believe It or Not
as the largest cobblestone building in the United States, was laid on June 14, 1913. It
took another three years to complete the construction, however, the Golden Post
Office and a photographic supply store moved into space previously constructed on
the ground floor in 1913. The second floor of the armory was constructed for officers'
quarters, sergeants' room, lockers and drill room.
During World War I the Armory was used for military purposes. During prohibi,
tion, Sheriff Walter Johnson instructed courses at the Golden Armory to state
appointed Colorado Rangers preparing them for enforcement of liquor laws.
In the 1950's the Golden Armory had a large basketball gym that allowed local
basketball teams a place to play. The lower level of the Armory was also used as a
doctor's office in the 1950's.
The Armory was purchased in 1971 by attorney, Ronald F. Weiszmann, who
remodeled the building and insured its preservation. The Golden Armory was added
to the National Register of Historic Places on December 18, 1978. 1
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1 Information regarding the Golden Armory was taken from Georgina Brown's The Shining Mounrains (B&B Printers,
Gunnison, CO 81230, 1976), pp. 136-139.

A VISIT TO CONIFER:
THE STORY OF THE YELLOW BARN
by Dorothy]. DOTWvan (First Place prize winner in the Historically ]effco 1995 History Writer's Award Contest)
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It was 1862. A weary driver pulled his
wagon close to the well to get cool water
for his six tired horses on the way from
Morrison to Leadville. The well was near
the site of the big yellow barn at present
day Conifer on Highway 73 leading to
Evergreen. Previously, in late summer
1861, another wagon had approached
this area. The driver was bursting with
news he had learned in Denver about the
Civil War. He reported that at the first
battle of Bull Run on July 21, Confederate Generals J.E. Johnson and P.T .
Beauregard had defeated General Irvin
McDowell's Union forces. While hearing
this news, residents of the Pleasant Park
area and Bradford Junction (now Conifer)
were laying stones to build the celebrated
well. After it was completed, many wagons stopped as the travelers refreshed
themselves and drivers filled an adjacent
trough to water their animals. The drivers
also reported events of the War and eventually described the defeat of the Confederacy. The popular shed-roof covered
well commonly became known as the
Civil War Well, or sometimes the Conifer
Well.1
As stated in Evergreen, Our Mountain
Community by Gene and Barbara Stemberg, u ••• Even more than original houses,
old barns are important punctuations in
the mountains. They serve as a reminder
of the settlers and the ranchers who preceded us." 2 Adjacent to the Civil War
Well is another historic structure-the
splendid and famous Old Yellow Bam,
whose beginnings are over 75 years old.
The property on which the barn and well
stand has been known during the past as
Junction Ranch, Hutchinson, Hutchinson Bradford, Bradford Junction, and
Conifer Ranch.
Towns had many changes of names
when settlers homesteaded the area, and
probably no place had more frequent
changes than Conifer. When toll roads
joined there in 1860, it was called Bradford Junction. After the first post office

The Yellow Bam. Photo in private collection of Chris Coyle.
was established in May 1865, Hutchinson
was the name of the town located a little
more than twelve miles southwest of
Morrison and six miles south of Ever-
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Sternberg, Gene and Barbara. Evergreen, Our Mountain
Communi(J. Boulder, CO: Johnson Publishing Company,
1993 (Second Edition). pp. 186-187.

2

green. "Whether the name was chosen by
residents who carne from the town in
Kansas or after a local citizen, Joseph
Hutchinson, is not known. The 1881
F.V. Hayden Atlas of Colorado and tax
records show the name of the town
merely as ((Junction." The name of
Conifer has also been credited by various
sources to ((old Jim Conifer," or to
((George Conifer" who operated a road
house on the Denver~Leadville stage
route. Since these men do not appear on
the census, homestead, or tax records,
however, it is more likely the name was
chosen by Douglas Harner, a respected
and influential citizen who lived in the
area at that time. Mr. Harner was irn~
pressed with the thick groves of heavily~
coned pine trees and chose the name of
Conifer for the town. The post office
name was changed to Conifer in 1894.3
The Civil War Well is located on
property which had many owners after it
became a watering stop in 1862 and
before the Yellow Barn existed. The first
abstract of title was issued from the Uni~
ted States to Silas P. Elliott on October
20, 1873. A warranty deed from Mr.
Elliott to James McNasser was issued on
February 16, 1874:~ A hotel, tollgate, and
stagecoach station which had been built
on this site were later all destroyed by fire,
which was reported by The Denver Daily
Times on September 27, 1878. The
newspaper article stated that the place
had served for many years as a convenient
stopping place for travelers on the princi~
ple route between Denver and Fairplay.5
The Junction House was rebuilt, but it is
reported that owner McNasser, who was
addicted to poker, had to sell all his hold~
ings to pay off his gambling debts after
losing heavily one night in 1878. A war~
ranty deed dated September 29, 1881
transferred the property to Evaline Harner.
For many years she ran the rebuilt June~
tion House, sold general merchandise,
and was in charge of the post office.
There followed transfers to a number
of other people. On February 20, 1918, a
warranty deed transferred the 720 acres
of this property, then known as the June~
tion Ranch, from Frederich Buechner to
JohnJ. Mullen, later including Jeanette E.
Mullen and The J.K. Mullen Corporation.6

3

John Mullen built the present three~
story, 5000 sq. ft., vaulted roof, Pennsyl~
vania Dutch~style barn on the Junction
Ranch property in 1918, primarily to
house show horses. The barn and a large
house were erected on one side of the
well, which was located in the middle of
the road. 7 When working on the barn
several years later it was discovered that
some of the original lumber was stamped
to indicate the barn has been partially
constructed from a kit sold by Montgo~
rnery Ward and Company. The main
floor of the barn was used for horses, the
basement stored carts pulled by these
horses, and the top floor was used for
dances when it was not full ofhay.8 Since
the hayloft had a hardwood floor it was
wonderful for barn dances, which were
held there regardless of the weather. Eve~
ryone, from children to old people partie~
ipated. For young people many dances
lasted all night. The next morning they
rode horne to do their chores before going
to bed for some needed rest. 9 ((Doc" Tor~
renee Corbin, whose parents and grand~
parents settled in Jefferson County, said
that ((one of the most popular spots to go
dancing was the big yellow barn with red
trim at Bradford Junction. " 10 An article in
High Timber Times dated June 23, 1977,
also mentions the large yellow barn over~
looking Highway 7 3 near Conifer, stating
it was once the scene of rollicking square
dances, and that the barn floor was ((good
and slick" from dust and stored hay. A
favorite activity was holding masquerade
dances at which participants wore masks
and tried to keep their identity secret until
after the promenade. There were also box
socials at the barn; sometimes the auctio~
neer tipped the bidders as to which girl
brought which box, causing some hot
bidding. What stories the barn could tell!
Perhaps romances flourished, and there
might also have been some fistfights.l 1
On April 1, 1942, the Mullen family
sold the Yellow Barn property to J .H.
Brubaker, who sold it to Wilhelm and
Kemnitz in 1946. The acreage had been
reduced to 355 acres when it was pur~
chased from them by Edward and Lois
Currier on June 13, 1955. They baled hay
and stored it in the loft of the barn, in
addition to having good pasture for horses

and cattle. The Curriers subsequently
subdivided the land, selling acreage in
both large and small parcels, but keeping
25 acres that lay between Highway 285
and Highway 73 for their children. On
March 17, 1989, the Curriers sold the
remaining 2.58 acres at 27051 Barclay
Road, the present address of the Civil
War Well and Old Yellow Barn, to Dale
Davis, who is now the owner of this site.12
In 1803, before either the well or barn
existed, President Jefferson enacted the
Louisiana Purchase, which included the
land in the Conifer area. At that time land
around Conifer was worth four cents an
acre, and for the next 40 years it was part
of a vast area called the Unorganized Ter~
ritory. In reality it was Indian country,
part of the spacious hunting grounds of
the mountain Ute tribes, and it was
accessible enough from the plains to be
used by the Cheyenne and Arapaho for
summer hunting and as a source of the
lodgepole pine supports needed for their
tepees. Ute Chief Colorow and his band
roamed the Pleasant Park/Conifer area in
the summer, and they left their tepee
poles in the ground during the winter.
Colorow never disturbed the white settlers
except to steal from them occasionally.
When the Sante Fe Trail was opened, the
first party of traders, led by William
Becknell in 1822, brought annual wagon
caravans and hundreds of fur trappers
and traders into the Colorado plains,
foothills, and mountains from the east
and midwest. These trappers and traders
were the pioneers who first opened the
Rocky Mountain region. They lived in
3
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the wilderness, gathering furs and guiding
the first wagon trains to Oregon. This was
the brief, romantic era of the umountain
men." These men learned wilderness sur,
vival techniques from the Indians, but
they left few records of themselves. The
arrival of settlers and decline of the fur
trade in the late 1830s ended the activities
of the mountain men and brought a
return to the previous life style of the
lndians.13
As a result of the Fort Laramie Treaty
of 1851, the plains tribes agreed to live in
peace and hunt within the boundaries
marked off for them by U.S. Govern,
ment Agents-the area north of the
Arkansas River and east of the mountains
to the Platte River. On paper the ulndian
problem" appeared to be solved, but the
solution proved to be less simple than
that. Hostility of the Utes with the Ara,
paho and Cheyenne in the foothills and
mountains continued, as did difficulties
between Indians and United States agents,
who often used their power unfairly
against the Indians. For awhile the Ara,
paho and Ute roamed freely over the
Colorado mountains and plains, and a
few trappers came regularly to the terri,
tory.14 Then, in 1859, gold in paying
quantities was discovered in some areas
of Colorado. One of these gold,producing
areas was located in South Park, so a road
to the diggings from Denver immediately
became a necessity. The road through this
area, which followed old Indian trails, is
now the general route of the present U.S.
Highway 285. 15 Thousands of people
streamed westward into and through the
area, disrupting chances of a peaceful
existence for the Indians or settlers.
When the Unorganized Territory of
the Louisiana Purchase was broken up
into smaller areas, the Conifer / Evergreen
area became part of the new Territory of
Kansas formed in 1854 by an Act of the
U.S. Congress, and it was included in
Arapaho County in 1855. The need for
some practical, organized government
closer than Kansas soon became appar,
ent.l 6 When Washington would take no
action, according to Colorado Historian
Thomas J. Noel, the frontiersmen met in
Uncle Dick Wootten's Tavern on Cherry
Creek on April15, 1859. Although Jef,

ferson Territory was never recognized by
the federal government, its existence
helped pave the way for Colorado Terri,
tory, which was created by Congress and
approved by President Buchanan on Feb,
ruary 28, 1861.17 Colorado Territory was
established a year after the federal census
showed the area had a population of
38,500.
Although most of Colorado territory
was unoccupied except by Native Arneri,
cans, Governor William Gilpin asked the
new territorial legislature to extend county
boundaries across the entire territory.
The legislature passed an act to create 17
counties on November 1, 1861, and Jef,
ferson County became one of the original
17 counties of Colorado Territory. The
pointed tip at the southern end of the
county was later ceded to Park County,
but Jefferson County boundaries were
substantially the same as today, and
Golden City was the county seat. Colo,
rado was granted statehood in 1876. 18
The 1881 Atlas of Colorado by F.V.
Hayden for the United States Geological
Survey of the Territories, described a
sketchy beginning of southwestern Jeffer,
son County. On South Turkey Creek the
settlement of Brownsville, in existence
only a few years, was pinpointed, as well
as (!Junction Ho" at the present cross,
roads of Highway 73 and Barkley Road in
Conifer . 19 The Rocky Mountain Directory
and Colorado Gazetteer of 1861 states des,
criptively, urn the mountain portion of
Jefferson County, the valleys of streams
(tributaries of the Platte) widen out as
they approach the plains and form quite
extensive ranches. 20 The headwaters of
Turkey Creek are southwest of Conifer,
which accounts for the lush meadows
among the mountain peaks. The names of
towns-Pine, Aspen Park, Conifer, Plea,
sant Park, and Evergreen-reflect the pic,
turesque beauty of the area.
One of the early undertakings required
to settle the area was opening up path,
ways over the mountains. This was
accomplished by the legislature of Jeffer,
son Territory granting charters to road
companies who charged tolls to build and
maintain the roads, hoping to make a
profit. On December 7, 1859, a charter
was granted for the first section from Mt.

Vernon to Bergen Park, and in the follow,
ing spring the road was extended to Brad,
ford Junction (Conifer). The Bradford
Toll Road closely followed present
Highway 285, and it brought the first
settlers to the South Turkey Creek area. 2 1
In pioneer days this road was a famous
old trail. It followed closely the sides of
the mountains as it twisted its way from
Morrison to Conifer, Bailey, and on to
other stops. People called it simply uTur,
key Creek Canyon Road." It was danger,
ous, yet great loads of lumber were hauled
over it, and stages maintained regular
schedules. A complaint about the road
was that a hill near Bradford Junction was
too steep-one place reached a grade of
13 percent. 22
The Bradford Toll Road was started by
Denver businessman Major Robert B.
Bradford, born in 1813 in Tennessee. He
was a half brother of Catherine Bradford,
a descendant of Governor William Brad,
ford, who was Governor of Plymouth
Colony for 30yearsafter 1621. Although
Robert Bradford had anticipated the toll
road would bring in $500 a week, this did
not materialize. He died of a stroke in
December 1876 with a personal estate
worth only $148, and he is buried at
Riverside Cemetery in Denver. However,
his impact on the growth and develop,
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ment of the South Turkey Creek area was
significantP
How the stagecoaches, covered wag,
ons, freighters, and lumber wagons made
their trips over the narrow, steep, and
often slippery trails is something to
imagine. It required cooperation by the
teamsters, who traveled together so they
could double the teams when necessary to
help each other. There was a heavy chain
across the wagon trails at the toll stations
where travelers had to stop to pay the toll.
Costs varied with the distance between
toll gates. However, they averaged as fol,
lows: Each vehicle with one span of
horses, mules, or cattle, $1.00; each addi,
tional pair of draft animals attached 25
cents; each horse or mule with rider, 25
cents; horses, mules, cattle, or asses driven
loose, 10 cents per head; sheep, hogs, or
goats, 5 cents per head. Many times oxen
were used in place of horses or mules.
They moved more slowly, but the toll was
less for them as it was felt oxen were not
as hard on the roads. A compassionate
note is that there was no charge to travel,
ers for attendance at funerals. 24
The Civil War Well at BradfordJunc,
tion (Conifer) was situated conveniently
for watering both the animals and the
travelers at this much needed stop. Until
Route 73 from Conifer to Evergreen was
paved in 1957, the well stood right in the
center of the road; even now, it is by,
passed by less than 100 feet. 25 In the early
days of the automobile the "road with the
well in the middle'' was a part of the Peak
to Peak Highway. Lois Currier has the
"Peak to Peak," sign in her possession;
she removed it from the post by the Yel,
low Bam in order to protect it from being
defaced or being stolen. Since the Curri,
ers owned the land at Barclay Road and
Highway 73 at this time, they agreed to
release right--of,way authority necessary
to remove the road from around the Civil
War Well and between the Yellow Bam
and buildings. Later the same procedure
was used to move Barclay Road a short
distance to its present nearby location.26
When the first tollroads were built,
services were needed to man the tollgates
and help the travelers on their way.
Homesteaders at Bradford Junction
opened their homes to provide food and

5

lodging to travelers and to repair their
wagons, in addition to planting their own
crops and raising livestock.
In 1976 Glenn R. Scott, with the
assistance of Francis B. Rizzari, compiled
a map entitled "The Historic Trail Map of
the Greater Denver Area, Colorado."
This map is a great resource for early
history, showing the old trails, toll roads,
and the old towns. One can trace the toll
roads from Conifer through Turkey Creek
Canyon and onward to Denver or Aura,
ria. 27 Wagon trains and ox carts freighting
cargo from Denver to Oro City (now
known as Leadville) passed through
Conifer daily. When Leadville became a
great mining town, the Bradford Hill
Road was made famous because it offered
the most direct route between Denver
and the gold and silver mines. There were
many sawmills along Turkey Creek in the
early days, and lumber and tons of coal
were hauled over this road to Leadville.
The route began in Denver, at what is
now the corner of 12th and Federal, on a
rough dirt road which continued to Brad,
ford Junction. The first stage station was
located near the mouth of Turkey Creek
Canyon, west and south of Morrison. 28
After the building of the railroads,
much of the travel and freight hauling was
diverted from the toll roads. The Denver,
South Park, and Pacific Railroad Com,
pany was incorporated in 1872 by Gov,
emor John Evans, Walter Cheesman,
E. F. Hallack, C. B. Kountz, and G.B. Clay,
ton. 29 Grading and laying track toward
South Platte River Canyon was begun in
1876 by the South Park Railroad. (It is
said the initials stood for "seldom punc,
tual".) From there the route climbed
through the canyon to the summit of
Kenosha Pass, descended into South Park
at Jefferson, then to Como. In 1881 the
tracks were complete from Como across
Boreas Pass to Breckenridge, to the sum,
mit of Fremont Pass, and on to The Colo,
rado & Southern Railroad in 1898. Fol,
lowing the improvements of highways
and automobiles, passenger traffic
dropped off. With the end of the heavy
lumbering trade and decline of mining in
Leadville, the railroad fell on hard times.
In April of 1937, it was finally
abandoned.31

The huge Yellow Bam and the Civil
War Well are important historical land,
marks in Conifer, and they are a reminder
of other events and places such as early
schools. The first school at Conifer (then
Bradford Junction) was located between
the main road of South Turkey Creek and
the road which crossed it from Evergreen,
about where the Old Yellow Bam and
Civil War Well are today at Highway 73
and Barkley Road. Built in 1879, the
schoolhouse was a small wood building,
according to long,time mountain area
school teacher Phebe Granzella, and
mainly served the 11 children of Reve,
rend Kemp, an elder of the Reorganized
Mormon Church. The next schoolhouse
was the Hutchinson School, which was
built six years later in 1885 about one,
half mile south of Bradford Junction near
what is now the Rancho Lobo area. In
1911, the school was again moved to a
building which had been a Reformed
Mormon Church from the late 1800s. It
was located another half,mile from the
Hutchinson School, south of what is now
Kitty Drive, and west of Highway 285.
This building was known as the Junction
School. Classes were held here until
1923. This school had to be tom down
because it was in the path of the new
Highway 285. When the old building was
put up for bids, Louie Granzella bought it
for less than five dollars and sold the
lumber to a home builder.
When John Mullen had just finished
building the handsome Yellow Bam at
Bradford Junction in 1918, he made one
acre available for a new school. The little
white, one,room building just up the hill
from the barn was ready for service by
Moynihan, Betty. pp. 1~3.
From Scratch. p. 26.
25
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26
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30
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January 15, 1923. It was known first just
as the new Junction School, then as
Conifer Junction School. Because of
overcrowding, the seventh and eighth
grades had already been moved to Ever,
green.32 Since 1955 the Conifer School
has been used for overflow primary grades
from West Jefferson School, as a small
library, and presently as a preschool. The
ulittle white school" is now 72 years old,
and the Jefferson County Historical
Society is preserving the building.33
In 1950 Mr. and Mrs. Norman Meyer
donated the milkhouse on their land at
nearby Aspen Park for the first Conifer
Library, which had been established by
the Conifer Civic Club. Conifer voted to
affiliate with the Jefferson County Public
Library System in 1954, and in 1955 it
moved to a vacant room in the New West
Jefferson Elementary School. In 1964,
the Jefferson County Public Library Board
recommended that the Conifer Branch be
closed and Bookmobile service be substi,
tuted due to insufficient circulation and
lack of funds. Conifer residents were first
aware of the county's decision by an arti,
de in The Denver Post on December 9,
1964. Angered by this, Conifer citizens
sent a petition with 170 signatures to the
County Library Board requesting that
their library be kept open. Their efforts
were successful, and the Conifer library
remained open for several years even
though other small libraries in the county
were closed. Since then the Jefferson
County Library System has found it
necessary to close many small libraries
such as Morrison, Kittredge, Idledale,
and Conifer, all of which are now served
by the Bookmobile. Evergreen, where a
new building opened in December 1993,
is a full,service library, one of seven in
Jefferson County. 34.
In the early 1860s George 0. Kennedy
homesteaded 583 acres known as Beaver
Ranch near Conifer where Highway 285
intersects Foxton Road. The Kennedys
owned the ranch until 1895 when they
moved to the San Luis Valley. Beaver
Ranch was then purchased by Willie
Bennett and his wife Laura. Mrs. Ben,
nett's father was Major Oakes, an Indian
agent in Denver, and it is believed by early
settlers in the area that Laura Oakes Ben,

The junction School House. Used as a Reformed MoTTnon Church in the 187o's, this building
(tom down to make room for Highway 28 5) was made into a schoolhouse south of Kitty Drive
and west of Highway 285. Photo courtesy of the Jefferson Omnty Historical Society.
nett, who was born in August 1867, was
the first white baby girl born in the city of
Denver. Beaver Ranch was a favorite stage
stop on the trail to Leadville because it had
plenty of cold spring water, good corrals, and
hotel space for the men and families who
made their way into the mountains seeking

32
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33
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34
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gold, as well as those who turned off into
the valleys of the Platte River to hunt for
fur-bearing animals, meat, and fish. The
first Conifer Post Office was located on
the ranch, and above the post office on
the hill was the community burying
ground, which was subsequently preserved, fenced, and cared for. 35
After purchasing Beaver Ranch, James
Quigg Newton, father of Quigg Newton,
Jr. who was Denver's mayor from 1947
to 1955, donated the land in 1938 to a
Methodist Church in Denver and Southwest Denver Community Center, which
established a summer camp for boys. In
the 1940s there were plans to develop the
camp into a Boys' Town similar to the
one in Nebraska, but with the death of the
senior Mr. Newton the idea was dropped.
In 1951 Camp Newton was established as
a camp available for both girls and boys
ages eight to thirteen, whether or not their
families could afford to pay. The camp
was operated by the Beaver Ranch Foundation supported by the Kiwanis organization.36 On January 1, 1995 the ranch
became the responsibility of theY .M.C.A.,
and it is officially called ((James Q Newton Camping Service Branch ofY.M.C.A.
of Metro Denver." John Barclay, Administrator, says it will probably be called
simply ((Camp Newton." After some
renovation, the 4 35-acre camp will be
open year around serving children of
school and church groups from Jefferson,
Denver, and adjacent counties, so that the
young people may enjoy the beautiful
mountains, valleys, and streams near
Conifer. It is expected that Quigg Newton, Jr., now 87 years of age and an enthusiastic supporter of Camp Newton, will
serve on the Board of Directors.37
Seeing a warm glow from Midway
House was happy news for wagons of
hungry and cold travelers on the rough
and frozen Turkey Creek Road between
Morrison and Conifer in the 1890s.
Often the stage stop hotel at the top of the
hill was fully occupied; fortunately, the
welcome mat was out at Midway House,
so called because it was considered to be
half way between Morrison and Bailey.
Duncan Mcintyre originally homesteaded
the ranch in the early 1860s. A former
seaman with Her Majesty's Navy, Mcln-
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tyre had protested cruelty by an officer
and was put in irons. He escaped when his
ship docked in Montreal, and Queen Victoria later pardoned deserters who had
fled because of brutality on ships.38 The
beautiful ranch house, now the home of
Norman and Ethel Meyer, was built by
Louis Ramboz after he bought the 1200acre ranch in 1889. It was while the Ramboz family owned the property that many
stagecoach travelers stopped for lodging
and food. In 1912, Robert W. Kirkpatrick purchased the ranch, where he and
his wife raised nine children. Kirkpatrick,
as well as Ramboz and Mcintyre, appreciated the high quality of hay grown in the
meadows at the Ranch.
Norman and Ethel Meyer bought the
property in 1950. Mr. Meyer had grown
up on a large ranch in southern Colorado,
so he was happy to locate this property
when he was thinking about winding up
his career as a commercial airline pilot.
He keeps his own small plane in a hangar
next to the bam, where he has a short
landing strip in the meadow behind the
hangar at the base of Berrian Mountain.
The Meyers raised their family at the
ranch, and still reside in the majestic,
beautiful home. It was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in
1989.
The Meyers have found artifacts, tools,
and pipe used to carry water from a spring
to the ranch house, and they have letters
in their possession written many years
ago by people who remember stopping at
the ranch. They have remodeled some of
the house, while managing to preserve its
beauty. The original flowered wallpaper
from 1889 still graces the front entry way,
although Norm Meyer says they have
patched a few places or hung pictures
over slight defects. When having some
plumbing installed, Mr. Meyer found a
board nailed under the front stairs with
the still visible pencil notation, ((Circus
Town, October 1889. This house is been
build by Joseph Grauffel of City of
Denver for Louis Ramboz-is been
commenced in March 1889 and finished
in October the same year. Joseph Grauffel, contractor, builder." Finding this
board reinforced a rumor which has circulated for many years-that for two sea-

sons the ranch was used as a wintering
spot for P.T. Barnum's circus animals.
Mr. Meyer says this seems unlikely due to
Conifer's winter temperatures and the
large quantity of food and open water
which would be necessary for the elephants and other circus animals. However, he concedes there may have been
traveling circus troops which performed
in Auraria and also in Leadville that
passed through the area before the railroads were built. Mr. Meyer hopes someday to learn the true story about why the
building contractor had written ((Circus
Town, October 1889" on the board.
The Meyer Ranch has been subdivided, and the Meyers still own one parcel
of 60 acres and another 90 acres near the
house. It is no longer a working ranch,
except for putting up hay. In 1986 Jefferson County Open Space purchased much
of the Meyer land to develop it into the
beautiful Meyer Ranch Park. It was agreed
the Meyers' will retain the historic Victorian ranch house and the surrounding
10.6 acres for 15 years, at which time
Open Space has the option to purchase
the remaining parcel.39 The park presently consists of 397 acres. A portion of
this area was used in the early 1940s for a
ski hill; remnants of this sport are still
visible at the upper end of the park, which
is now a forested aspen grove. Each
summer the lush meadows support a
myriad of colorful wildflowers, and beautiful Colorado columbine flourish in the
forested areas. The park is also home to
abundant wildlife, including deer and
elk.40
Conifer consisted of a gas station, cafe,
and small general store when Mike and
Rose Merelli bought the ranch there in
1948. Rose has been described by local
citizens as a mover and shaker regarding
schools and anything to improve life in
Crain, Mary Helen. p. 22.
High Timber Times, December 14, 1989.
37
Barclay, John. Administrator of James Q Newton
Camping Services Branch ofY.M.C.A. Metro Denver. Telephone interview January 18, 1995.
38
Dallas, Sandra. Gaslights and Gingerbread, Coloraao Historic Homes. Denver, CO: Alan Swallows, 1965. p. 58.
3
Meyer, Norrnan. OwnerofRanchHousebuiltin 1889,
9
now on National Register ofHistoric Places. Personal interview and tour of home, January 24, 1995.
40
Jefferson County Open Space. Mark Hearon. Telephone interview February 6, 1995.
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The Pleasant Park School. Built in r 894 three miles west of Conifer on Highway 88, also served
as Grange Hall in H)07. Photo courtesy of Chris Coyle.

Conifer. She was instrumental in bringing
the town its early library, and she wrote
for a Conifer paper. Mike also performed
many civic duties in addition to running
the ranch, now about 500 acres. Many
people felt as if a chapter of Conifer his,
tory was gone after Mike died in December
1991 and Rose died in February 1994.41
Mike Merelli was a founder of the Elk
Creek Volunteer Fire Department, whose
meetings were held in the Pleasant Park
School built in 1894 at a cost of $750.
The school building, located about three
miles west of Conifer on Highway 88,
also became home for Pleasant Park
Grange No. 156 in 1907 and continues to
be the Grange meeting hall. Margaret
Hennessey, present Grange master, states
the Grange became revitalized in 1993
with support from Conifer citizens to res,
tore the 100 year--old building. A current
Granger flyer states, u 100 years ago Joseph

Huebner built it, Phebe Granzella taught
in it, Norm Meyer's daughters attended
school in it." The Grange Project is well
under way with completion planned for
1996.42
The Old Yellow Barn still stands along
side the Civil War Well, reminding us of
the glorious past, while plans are being
completed to fulfill a dream of Conifer
people: the exciting realization of a high
school in Conifer in the same location
where the small one,room Hutchinson
School was built in 1885. There could
not be a more appropriate location. A
projected completion date of Conifer
High School is August 1996. The build,
ing will be across the road from the barn
and well, 1/4 mile from Highway 73, and
it will be built of stone and wood to blend
into the environment. 43 The school will
have an extensive library as well as athletic
fields and an area for arts and science use.

Ground,breaking ceremonies took place
October 17, 1994. There are 105 .acres
available, of which approximately 75 will
remain udisturbed. The contract calls for
Saunders Construction Company of
Denver to complete building the school
(cost $15.27 million) by July 2, 1996, so
the school will be able to open that
August for grades nine, ten, and eleven.
Seniors will continue at Evergreen so they
may graduate with their class.44
A new element in the Conifer com,
munity is the Shadow Mountain Center
for the Arts and Humanities. Founded in
1990 by a group of local artists, the Cen,
ter has helped more than 100 local artists
through sale of their work in the Shadow
Mountain Art Gallery, which is adjacent
to the Yellow Barn and Civil War Well. 45
The center's dream is to purchase the
2.57 acres at Highway 73 and Barkley
Road, which includes the Civil War Well
and three buildings on site: the Yellow
Barn, a home built about 1920 (now the
Art Gallery), and a smaller building which
was once a store. The plan is to convert
the buildings into a theater, art studio,
and a community meeting place. Michael
Murphy, a member of the Shadow
Mountain Center Board of Directors,
states the center is negotiating with o\vner
Dale Davis to purchase the property and
that there is growing interest in Conifer to
promote this cultural community center
at the historic Yellow Barn.
Estimates for remodeling the barn are
presently being obtained. The foundation
needs to be replaced, which is a major
portion of the restitution. The barn is
believed to have the original cedar shingle
roof and original siding from 1918. It is a
ubank" barn built on a hillside, as often
was done in Pennsylvania, and therefore
has outdoor access to two of its three
floors. The third floor has a 25,foot ceil,
ing and same hardwood floors dancers
enjoyed years ago. The Shadow Moun,
41

High Timber T imes, February 1981 and March4, 1993.
Hennessy , Margaret. Grange master, Colorado State
Grange No. 156. Telephone interview January 6, 1995.
43
Conifer Connection. Conifer, CO: September/ October
1994. p. 3.
44
High Timber Times, September 29 , 1994. p. 3.
45
Kellogg, Mary Jo. Coordinator for Shadow Mountain
Art Gallery, Shadlow Mountain Center for Arts and
Humanities. Telephone inter.view January 31 , 1995.
42
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tain Center has contacted retired architect
Gene Sternberg of Evergreen regarding
renovation of the barn but feels it is premature to actually choose an architect.46
Jefferson County Open Space has designated money to establish a network of
multi-use trails in the area which would
come from the north. There are preliminary plans to extend the trails to Meyer
Ranch Park, and Conifer citizens hope the
trails will eventually extend to theYellow
Barn and the new Conifer High School.
To date there is discussion about this
plan, but no specific plans have been
formulated. 47
Some accomplishments to serve families in the Conifer area include the St.
Lawrence Outreach Program, which provides a place for individuals to donate
food, clean seasonal clothing, household
items, services, and money for use by
anyone in need. The Mountain Family
Project, Inc. was formed in 1990 to provide a trauma center for emergency medical care, accessible social services, family
planning programs, and alcohol and drug
abuse services for people along the Highway 285 Corridor. The Conifer Resource
Center opened in July 1992 to offer an
expanding range of services to area citizens. Another service agency since 1986
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in this mountain area is Victim Outreach
Information, a non-profit organization
which provides support as well as information about services and financial help
available to victims of crime.48
Law enforcement officers of Jefferson
County are familiar with the intersection
at Barclay Road and Highway 73. Lieutenant Dennis L. Potter of the Jefferson
County Sheriff's Department states that
back in the 60s and 70s the Yellow Barn
was used as a central point from which to
dispatch deputies to where they were
needed. Deputies were instructed to go so
many miles a certain distance from the
Yellow Barn.
Conifer has grown at a fast pace the
past few years, but attempts are being
made to preserve the legacy of its numerous historic landmarks. What an admirable idea-to save and renovate the magnificent Old Yellow Barn and save the
splendid Civil War Well at Highway 73
and Barkley Road! Both structures are
listed on the Jefferson County Historical
Society inventory of historical points of
interest. Schools and other buildings from
many years ago also stand as sturdy
reminders of the people who settled in
Conifer, formed its colorful past, and
helped it grow.

Time present and time past
Are both perhaps present in time
future,
And time future contained in time
past.
T .S. Eliot, Four Quartets,
uBurnt Notion" Part I, 1936
Acknowledgments
The author expresses appreciation to
the following people for their interest and
extra support in providing information
for this paper. Lois Currier, Margaret
Hennessy, Phebe Granzella, Norman
Meyer, and Glenn R. Scott. Special thanks
is extended to Dorothy Gilker who originally sparked my interest to learn more
about the history of Conifer. She and her
husband, Albert, have lived adjacent to
the site of the new Conifer High School
since 1969. Dorothy is a member of the
School's Advisory Board.

Murphy, Michael. Board of Directors, Shadow Mountain Center for Arts and Humanities. Telephone interview
February 1, 1995. The current buildings on the site are now
used as child care centers.
H
Jefferson County Open Space. Mark Hearon. Telephone interview February 6 , 1995.
48
Sternberg, Gene and Barbara. pp. 272-274.
46

KlnREDGE, THE HEART OF BEAR CREEK CANYON I
by Sandy Nadeau (History Writer's Award Honorable Mention for 1989)
This ambitious mountain community
is located approximately 25 miles west of
Denver in Jefferson County. Eight miles
past Morrison, Highway 74 (originally
known as the Bear Creek Wagon Road)
leads you through this town at 6,826 feet.
The history of Kittredge revolves
around the hundreds of caring residents
that have come and gone over the years.
Many remain, old and new, who effec,
tively carry out the work that needs to be
accomplished. They are the champions of
the progressive changes of a great
community.
It all began with a man named Martin
Luther. He was single and an attorney at
the age of 25 when he came to Colorado

in 1861. He came west with the hope of
settling into ranch life because he liked
teaching, farming, and raising stock better
than practicing law.ln 1866 he met Roxy
Lena Canada. She crossed the plains by
wagon in 1863. They were married in
1868.
In 1874, the Luthers purchased land
from John and Amanda Myers, which
came to be known as the Martin Luther
Ranch. Between 1881,1887 he purchased
more land along Bear Creek. It is said by
Jon Kittredge that Luther owned land
from what is now Highway 285 as far
north as I, 70. The information is not def,
inite, but they probably lived in the house
that is now the Montessori School. Dur,

ing this time, the canyon was nothing but
a green valley, full of grazing cattle and
horses. Wheat fields produced up to 50
tons a year. Oats were also grown. The
Ute Indians traveled through this area
often. The Luthers knew Chief Colorow
and Chief Washington and often enter,
tained them. The Indians camped on their
ranch land on their way to the reservation. 1
Mr. Luther is listed in the official
records as a farmer, but he was involved
in many things. He was Justice of the
Peace in Jefferson County for 8 years. He
Information on the Luthers from the book "Indian Hills
the Place, The Times, The People" by Helen N. Brush and
Catherine P. Dittman. Pages 14~ 17.
1

Kittredge in I 920. A Sanborn Postcard. Today No. I is the Kittredge Community Bible Church. No. 2 is the Community Park. No. 3 is Bear Creek
and No. 4 is Welch Avenue. No. 5 is Sheldon Avenue and No. 6 is Moubray Street. Photo courtesy of the Jefferson County Historical Society.
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was elected to the House of Representa,
rives in 1876 for the new state of Colo,
rado. He ran for Jefferson County Com,
missioner in 1879, but lost. Then in
1880, he ran for State Senator but was
again defeated.
Mrs. Luther was left alone quite often,
but went on with her life very courage,
ously, never fearing the Indians and being
a true pioneer.
During the 1880s more and more peo,
ple were coming to the area. The Ander,
son family homesteaded on Swede Gulch,
named for all the Swedish families in the
area. It was later renamed Kerr Gulch
after the Kerr family. The Anderson fam,
ily raised all their food and the father
would barter for the other things they
needed. The children had to walk about 3
miles into town to go to school. If the
snow was too deep, they would ride their
horses into town.
The little red one room school house
was located along the main road near the
center of town. There were 3 windows on
either side and a pot bellied stove kept
them warm. A favorite game for the
children was to race to the home across
from the school. The winner got to carry
the bucket of water over to the school for
the days drinking supply. A single metal
ladle was shared by all.
School was difficult for the Anderson
family, Ellen Anderson Crosson ex,
plained, since their main language was
Swedish. Their mother had to learn the
English language better so she could teach
her children.
In June of 1920. Charles Marble Kit,
treJge bought 160 acres of the Martin
Luther Ranch. It was actually in his wife
Anna's name as were all legal papers,
since Charles had declared bankruptcy a
few years earlier. Mr. Kittredge had great
hopes for the area and wanted it to have a
name. He applied for a post office in
1921. Several names were suggested,
including Bear Creek, but another town
in Colorado already had that name. The
postal service sent a letter to Charles on
February 18, 1920 stating the name prob,
)em and approving the use of Kittredge as
the name. The post office was a small
white building near the corner of Welch
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Avenue and Highway 74. Mr. and Mrs.
Kittredge operated it.
The first Kittredge family home was
located at 3453 Alma Lane off Mobray
Court overlooking Bear Creek. The blue,
green home still stands today. 2
C. Mason Welch bought the first lot
from the Kittredges who had subdivided
the land in._t;o lots. The prices ranged
between $24,$134 depending on the size
with a dollar down and fifty cents a week.3
When Mr. Welch purchased the land to
build his summer cabin, he joined Mr.
Kittredge and other local men to build the
road to the property. It was then named
for the owner so it became Welch Avenue.
According to Rosemary Welch Kacer the
cabin was completed and named Kings X,
which meant ucross your fingers and do
as you please!"
The largest area for building houses lay
across Bear Creek, however, this spanse
of the river required bridges. Fallen trees
from the Kittredge property were used in
a cooperative method with the locals to
build bridges across Bear Creek.
Charles saw the need for a water sys,
tern, so he built a wooden water tank.
When the population grew, he had to
build a larger one. It was made from tin
but was not covered. Many could recall
how the tank would get polluted from
animals that had fallen in and drowned.
This led to yet another tank being built
with a cover. The last water tank is now
owned by Public Service Company of
Colorado.
The Welch family hosted many par,
ties. All their friends would gather to
celebrate one thing or another. Children
everywhere would get to be too much for
the adults, so they would send the child,
ren on what was fondly called ''the 5 mile
hike." They weren't left much of a choice
in the matter, so off they would go in their
knickers through the gully to the south,
west of town. Up the hills, exploring
everywhere. Sometimes they would go
skunk hunting with their dad, but that
often proved to be quite difficult. Pets
were very popular with all the kids. When
one would die, it was very traumatic for
the kids. To help ease the pain, they
would all stage an elaborate funeral. A big
ceremony was held in the gully while tears

flowed all around. In their yard was a
cable stretched between two trees. A spe,
cial pulley was set on the wire and held on
to as they would slide across the yard and
crash into the lower tree that was well
padded with old mattresses. Baths were
taken in a tub in the garage when the
weather was warm enough. A coal stove
was used to heat the water. If there were
too many people waiting in line, the last
one always got the coolest bath. The
children rode horses grazing in nearby
fields by simply leaping on the backs of
horses and riding bareback.
It didn't take long before the little red
school house was outgrown. Mr. Kit,
tredge contracted local resident Justus
((Gus" Roehling on July 25, 1924 to
build a new school. He was the builder of
the Crest House on the top of Mt. Evans
as well as the Barnes Castle near Idledale.
The building was completed in 1925. It
was located a short distance west of the
old school and farther back from the
main road according to photos taken in
that year. Mrs. Anna Kittredge organized
the P.T.A. of the new school. Charles was
a very active member of the school board.
In 1926, Charles Kittredge's love for
the mountains was revealed in a book
called ''The Prayer of Paddy McCann and
Other Verses." It was published by Kit,
tredge & Company. It contained 22 pages
of his thoughts, hopes, and stories in poe,
try. It demonstrates his concern for "the
wonderful places that God created."
Then came the Bergen Park flood.
Winona Welch Hagen remembers look,
ing towards Troublesome Gulch in 1926
and seeing a literal wall of water rolling
towards the town. A sudden cloud burst
in Bergen Park caused Stronghurst Creek
and Bergen Creek to overflow and join in
a great accumulation of water that crashed
into Kittredge. It wiped out the bridge on
Welch Avenue. This damage brought the
people of Kittredge together again to
repair the damage.
Troublesome Gulch was the original
name of the waterway. When the Strong
family moved into Kittredge, the name
was changed to Stronghurst Gulch. It is a
2

All the information on the Kittredge family comes from
their grandson Jon Kittredge who still resides in Kittredge.
3
Kittredge Plat, dated 1925.

When the mother opened
it, there stood a large Indian.
All the children ran and hid
under the bed for fear of
being scalped. He explained
that the storm was getting so
bad that he couldn't find his
way home to Indian Hills,
and wondered if he could
wait out the storm for a
while. The mother was a bit
nervous about this situation
too, but couldn't bring herself to be rude, so she asked
him in. She thought it best
to distract him by feeding
him some of the homemade
bread she had been baking.
She just kept giving him
more and more until that
poor man was hurting so
bad from gas pains that the
Charles M. Kittredge picking radishes. Photo courtesy of
embarrassment forced him
the Jefferson County Historical Society.
to leave no matter what the
storm was doing outside. A great relief
very narrow area which increased the
came over the family.
flooding problem. A small school was set
Ruth Crosson had a large field to the
back in the hills for the residents of the
east of her house-which is now the
gulch, but it fell victim to a flood. The
community park-where her family
school's world globe was found floating
planted many vegetables. Ruth and her
in Bear Creek near Morrison. Retaining
brothers had to clear the field of rocks
ponds were later built to prevent future
before. the planting could begin. The
floods. When the Strongs moved away,
rocks were all put in a pile off to the side.
the name was changed back to TroubleRuth borrowed her mother's high heeled
some Gulch for all the trouble it brought
over the years.
shoes and walked the rows producing the
On the top of one of the hills on the
little holes for the seeds. Water buckets
north side of the canyon, stood an old
were placed at the end of each row, then
dead tree with only enough limbs left to
smaller pails with holes punched in the
make it resemble a cross. Charles Kitbottom could be filled and carried down
tredge was very fond of it, as were many
the row sprinkling the seeds with the
needed moisture. They grew champion
other residents including Gus Roehling
and two of the Welch family daughters.
turnips, carrots, and sweet peas. They
sold the excess to passing-motorists.
Everyone felt a great loss when someone
In 1932, the Crosson's began to raise
saw the need to cut it down for firewood.
chickens. Eggs were sold for twenty-five
In 1930 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Thomas
lived in the house that is now the Montescents a dozen. Chickens could be killed
and dressed out in ten minutes and sold
sori School on Highway 74. Ruth Crosfor fifty cents. To the west of their house,
son remembers a story from early childhood living there with her mother and
they had a large apple orchard. The children loved climbing way to the top to get
stepfather. It was the middle of winter,
and a bad storm was brewing outside. The
the best apples. When Jack Thomas died,
his final request was to have his ashes
snow was blinding and the wind howled
spread over the apple orchard that he
from the cold. Here it was in the dark of
loved so well. Today, the car wash stands
night during a bad storm, when all of a
sudden there came a knock on the door.
there on top of poor old Jack!

In 1939, Charles Kittredge passed away
while summering in California. -B ut his
hope for this small community continued
through all the many people who truly
cared. Anna Kittredge remained in the
town for 8 years. She then moved to
Denver with her daughter.
Progress continued. More homes were
being built bringing a population in the
1940's to 119. There were many things
to do for entertainment and much of it
was done as a community. There would
be picnics, hiking, and tubing down the
tumbling waters of Bear Creek. Winter
brought sledding, skating on Evergreen
Lake, and some skiing at Pence Park.
Saturdays were an exciting time during
the 1950's. Jessie Kirk remembers how
everyone would get together to spend the
day shopping in Denver. She recalls staying in Kittredge with a friend and wondering what they would do if one of those
terrible motorcycle gangs of the times
came to town. They decided they would
just hide if necessary. Fortunately, it
never happened.
The Kittredge Union Sunday School
was first organized on January 13, 1946.
Kittredge still did not have a church.
Sunday school was held in the auditorium of the public schoolhouse. Folding
chairs were set up in rows, a piano in the
comer provided the musical accompaniment. Seventeen citizens attended. When
the superintendent, Mrs. K.R. Mead
moved away, the Sunday school closed.
It reopened on May 30, 1948 with
Orville Winkelman as superintendent.
The Kittredge Union Sunday School was
made possible through the affiliation
with American Sunday School Union, a
national, nonsectarian, evangelical, home
missionary organization. The purpose of
the American Sunday School Union was
to establish and maintain rural Sunday
schools. Reverend Paul Eiselstein, a missionary with A.S.S.U., was responsible
for the organization. He was fondly called
uuncle Paul."
Recognizing the need for a full service
church, the home of Leo Bridges was
purchased in the winter of 1955. It was
located on the comer of Welch Avenue
and Highway 74. Today the original
church stands as the Kittredge Small
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Animal Hospital. Extensive remodeling
of Bridges' home was necessary to con,
vert it to a church. On February 11,
1955, the Kittredge Union Church was
completed. Thanks to Mrs. Anna Gay
MacLaughlin the records of the church's
earliest beginnings were faithfully kept.
A scrapbook held her carefully kept
records of photographs, newspaper clip,
pings, programs, and other information
pertaining to the church.
The citizens of Kittredge who helped
remodel the Bridges' home into the new
church, hoped that services could be held
on Easter Sunday, 1955. Reverend
Richard A. Williams was the pastor.
Reverend Williams, also known as uuncle
Paul", was unable to attend the special
service due to an accident with a power
saw at Camp ID'RA'HA,JE, a Christian
camp near Bailey. The dedication of the
new church was held at 2:30pm on April
10, 1955, without Uncle Paul. Instead,
Orville R. Hagans, then president of the
Kittredge Civic Association, attended
with a special welcome for the new
church. The Aurora Christian Church
Choir sang to a near capacity congrega,
tion. The sanctuary was fresh and bright
with wooden pews. The pine pulpit
stood in front with the choir seated
behind the pastor. Lighted candles lined
the altar table with a large Easter Lily next
to the open Bible.
The first wedding at the Kittredge
Union Church was for Frances Davis and
John Kennedy Fortney. They were mar,
ried August 5th, 1955.
On August 22, 1955 the Mary Martha
Circle was created This groQp of women
met every month for bible studies and to
discuss important issues pertaining to the
community. They held bazaars, bake
sales, and provided the food for the many
church events. The Mary Martha Circle
planned special events for the teens of the
church.
In January of 1959 the Mary Martha
Circle became sponsors of a Korean
orphan through the Bethany Children's
Home in Korea. There is a scrapbook at
the church filled with the letters between
the women of the Mary Martha Circle
and the various orphans they supported.
Primarily led by Anna Gay MacLaughlin,
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the Mary Martha Circle gave support to
orphans. This support continued until
the death of Anna Gay MacLaughlin on
March 4, 1986.
In February of 1958, Reverend Gor,
don R. Thomas became pastor of the
Kittredge Union Church. A wooden
cross was mounted on the north side of
the building near the entrance of the
Church in the same year. Back lighting
was added to make the cross glow at
night. A tall steeple was also put on the
roof with a thin cross mounted at the
peak.
1960 brought another new pastor.
Reverend William Horey arrived in
December. Three years later, in October
of 1963, Reverend Cheyney, Jr., who
presently serves as Area District Repre,
sentative of Village Missions, became the
new pastor. Pastor Cheyney, was the first
Village Missionary to serve at the Kit,
tredge church. He remained there until
1971. The church decided to stay with
Village Missionary pastors from then on.
A club named G.O.O.F. (God of our
Father's) held meetings at the Kittredge
Union Church with parties following.
All teenagers were welcome. The average
attendance for Sunday School at this
time was 44.
In 1948, the Kittredge Civic Associa,
tion first began. Walt Washausen was
instrumental in its creation. The original
purpose of the Civic Association was to
raise additional funds for the school
building. Local resident, Wanda
Schneider remembers back in 1962, when
she taught music at the Kittredge school.
In that year the grades were Kindergarten
through third grade. There were three
teachers who would go back and forth to
Parmalee School in nearby Indian Hills
to teach there also. The Kindergarten
class at the Kittredge School had less than
20 students, and no more than 70 total in
the other classes. Two of the grades had
to be combined. In 1967, the stlident
population of the school had drastically
dropped. The Kittredge School had one
teacher when they decided to close the
school. The Kittredge students were then
sent to Parmalee School in Indian Hills.
This was when the people of the Kit,
tredge Union Church learned that the

deserted Kittredge School· building may
be available for purchase as a new church.
In June of 1967, a favorable vote came
from the Jefferson County School Board
to accept the church's bid of $5,750 to
purchase the vacated school house .
Donations were accepted from the citi,
zens of Kittredge for the new Kittredge
Community Church. The Cheyney's
arrived home one day to find a check in
the mail for $1 ,000 for the building fund.
All the red tape involved in borrowing
$6,000 from the bank, prompted Mr.
Frank Mitchell to loan money to them at
5 1.4% interest.
In September 1967, Kittredge citizens
received the deed to the school building
and began working on the remodeling.
Many materials, furnishings, electrical
supplies were acquired through dona,
tions and generous discounts. $400 in
draperies were picked up for $4.00 from
a department store. With other com,
munity spirited men, Walt Washausen,
the founder of the Kittredge Civic Asso,
dation, did the maintenance work on the
school.
In 1968, Walt Washausen started
another landmark organization, the Kit,
tredge Sanitation and Water District. He
remained on the board for twenty years
until the bond was paid off in 1988. In an
effort to pay off the water district bonds
earlier than expected, Walt Washausen
worked for the district without compen,
sation. Walt died on March 4, 1989.
Until that time, very few knew of the
marvelous work he had done for the Kit,
tredge community.
In March of 1969, the members of the
Kittredge Community Church voted to
build a new parsonage. The orignal one
was on the southeast corner of Sheldon
Street and Welch Avenue. A Capp home
was ordered and was delivered in May. It
was completed and ready for the Reve,
rend Cheyney and his family to move
into in August of 1969.
The early part of the 70's brought
many changes to Kittredge. The south,
eastern hillside of Kittredge was filled
with duplexes.
In November of 1972, Reverend Jack
Canady became the new pastor of the
Kittredge Community Church. Reverend

Ray Cheyney left the church with nearly
10 years of service.
Reverend Jack and Norma Canady
came to the Kittredge Community Church
in 1974 and remained until1978. Then
came Pastor Ed and Sue Hillard from
1978~ 1980. Then Pastor Mike and Jan
Shields from 1980~ 1984. And from 1984
to present, Pastor Joe and Marcia Kirby.
In May of 1952, long time resident
since 1937, Billie Abbott became the
post master of Kittredge. She scored in
the top three in the civil service test
which got her the position. She lived in
the connecting apartments of the post
office on Columbine Trail for 30 years.
When she started work, there were 115
post office boxes. By 1978 there were
420. Billie really enjoyed getting to know
the people of Kittredge. The post office
was the meeting place for many. Whether
it was good news or complaining about
something, Billie always knew what was
happening. She remained in Kittredge as
postmaster until 1981.
In 1953 the Kittredge civic association
was reorganized. They hosted many
community events such as square dances
every 2 weeks, holiday parties, spaghetti
dinners, and box socials. In 1958, the
Civic Association was able to purchase a
building at 26499 Mobray Court to
serve as a community center. A terrible
fire started in 197 4 by some young teens
in the basement of the community cen~

ter. They were playing with matches
when something caught on fire. They
were able to get out and no one was
injured, but the loss of the interior of the
building was devasting. 11ost of the dam~
age was done to the basement, and there
was not enough money available from
insurance to repair the damage.
In 1974 Kittredge developed a library
in an unused corner of the school house.
Books were donated by private citizens.
This group of people were called F .0.L.K.,
or Friends of the Library of Kittredge.4
The summer of 1980 brought a rare
scare to the town. The Evergreen Fire
Department had to go door to door along
Bear Creek to evacuate the residents. A
big flood was feared, but it turned out to
be unjustified.
In 1981, Jessie Kirk became the Kit~
tredge Post Master, ending Billie Abbott's
29 years of servjce to this community.
Jessie has been a Kittredge resident since
1954. She and her husband Clyde raised
their three children David, Suzie, and
Audrey in Kittredge.
The early part of 1984 brought a
strong desire from residents to get the
streets of Kittredge paved. Until this
time, the only roads were maintained
gravel roads. The amount of traffic
through Kittredge kicked up an unbear~
able amount of dust. With spring came
the mud. Then came the ruts and the
washboard effect during the summer.

The little one room red school house once located on Main Street in Kittredge in the 192o's.
Photo courtesy of Jefferson County Historical Society.

Karen Dwyer and Frank Herman were
the biggest campaigners for the project.
Jefferson County informed them that if
they could raise $65,000, the County
would provide labor, equipment, and
materials. A massive door to door cam~
paign began, followed by many follow up
letters. Donations in incredible amounts
started coming in from the residents and
businesses. Evergreen businesses con~
tributed to the project. In a few months,
the money was raised. A Cooperative
Road Improvement Agreement was
drawn up on August 22, 1984, and the
work was started. The roads were com~
pleted in November of 1984. To this day
the gratitude residents have is unfailing.
The memories of mud and dust are all
too clear.
In 1984 the residents of Kittredge
wanted to rebuild the damaged commun~
ity center. But again, money was limited.
Jerry Gibson, who has lived in this com~
munity for many years, decided to get
things started. As an electrician, Jerry
Gibson was able to provide many mate~
rials needed and volunteered his time and
talents to at least install electrical power.
Dave Hahn has spent much of his time
and knowledge on the building also. He
heads up the building committee and fol~
lows through on all of the work. Many
others have worked together towards the
goal of rebuilding the Center.
The dream of a community park also
began in 1984. There was no family area
near Kittredge that could be enjoyed
without the problem of rough individu~
als that seemed to frequent other area
parks. The piece ofland next to the Mon~
tessori School, where Ruth and her
brothers tended the garden, on the corner
of Highway 74 and Welch Avenue, was
eventually purchased through a coopera~
tive effort between Jefferson County,
Open Space, Evergreen Metropolitan
Recreation and Parks District, and the
Kittredge Park Committee. A park fund
was started to raise the extra money that
would be needed to create a functionable
park. Donations again came in from local
residents and businesses. Excavation
began in the summer of 1987. Much fill
material had to be hauled in, followed by
dirt from the dredging operation at Ever~
green Lake. Grass seed was then spread
over the area. Before the snow came that
year, volunteers from around town spread
14

straw over the whole area to protect the
new seed. The park then went i~to a
period of rest. In th~ spring of 1988 the
park was used by the citizens.
In April of 1987, much excitement
carne to town when resident Gary Hart
entered the race for the office of Presi~
dent of the United States. Reporters
from all across the country flooded into
Kittredge. They interviewed anyone that
they carne in contact with. Everyone
became a celebrity. The postmaster, Jes~
sie Kirk, had many frustrations in doing
her job due to all the reporters who
wanted interviews concerning the Harts.
Helicopters constantly clattered overhead,
waiting for a glimpse of the candidate.
Troublesome Gulch was lined bumper to
bumper with cars loaded with reporters.
The treacherous hillsides were crawling
with men in polyester slacks carrying
arrnloads of equipment. High powered
microphones lined the gulch. One repor~
ter camped out at the post office. Little
did he know that a neighbor of the Harts
was getting their mail for them.
In 1982, a decision was made to hold a
summer celebration called the Kittredge
Kapers. It was a town carnival put
together again by the caring individuals
of the community to raise money. It
became an annual event eagerly antici~
pated by the community. In August of
1987 the Kapers became known as

Canyon fest. It was held in the parking area
of Dick 's Hickory Dock, a popular bar~
beque restaurant in the center of town
and across the highway. It was very sue~
cessful that year, bringing in much
needed ·funds.
It was before dawn had crept above the
hilltops that day in November of 1987,
that huge trucks loaded with cameras and
lights pulled into the parking lot of the
Stone Gate Lodge on Highway 7 4. Before
10 a.m., word had spread throughout
Kittredge that Viacorn Productions was
filming a scene for a Perry Mason movie
called, uThe Case of the Lady in the
Lake.,, One woman raced horne to remove
the curlers from her hair just in case they
picked her for a part. Everyone wanted to
meet the star of the movie, Raymond
Burr, but he wasn't in town for this
shoot. But the spectators were treated to
glimpses of William Katt (from The
Greatest American Hero fame) and David
Ogden Stiers (from M*A *S*H*). The
small office of the Stone Gate Lodge
wasn't suitable for all the actors, crew,
and cameras, so a new office (minus one
wall) was quickly constructed in the
parking lot. Highway 74 was soon lined
with people. Curiosity and starstruck
hope was high.
In the spring of 1988, work resumed
in the community park. Playground
equipment consisting of a swing set and
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slide with no ladder was built, yet the use
of the park was incredible. People from
all around the mountain area carne to
Kittredge to visit the park with their child~
ren. The jogging path was paved during
the summer of 1988. This improvement
brought more people and bicycles to Kit~
tredge. In the fall of 1988 Jefferson
County Open Space delivered a donated
truck full of trees. They planted around
100 various species of trees. November
30th was a very special day when a 35
foot blue spruce made its way by truck
down Highway 74 to find its new horne
at the Kittredge Community Park. It
sparkled in the morning sunlight as it
made its trek. The Evergreen Nursery
donated the tree so the town could have
its own Christmas tree to fill with the
many colored lights every year. It stood
proudly that first year with lighted symbols of the many, many people who have
worked so hard together over the last 68
years to bring about a community that
really cares for its people, just as Mr.
Charles Kittredge dreamed of. The lights
will continue to shine in the night sky
every Christmas season with all its
memories for many years to come.
Kittredge is truly uThe Heart of Bear
Creek Canyon!"
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Kittredge Plat, dated 1925 .
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Canyon Courier article by Mary Helen Crain . 6-18-70.
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