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ON THE COVER
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN WADSWORTH
Benjamin Franklin Wadsworth was born April 7, 1827 in Avon Springs, New York.
He was a descendant of William Wadsworth, who, with his brother Christopher, came
to America in 1632. Christopher was an ancestry of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
Benjamin Wadsworth's parents were Richard Wadsworth Sr. and Susan Barns
Wadsworth, who moved their large family to Ohio in 1837.
Benjamin Wadsworth married Mary Ann Grove on October 31 , 1850. Two
children were born, John Grove and Mary Emma. The family made the trip to Kansas
Territory in a covered wagon in 1859 and to Empire, Colorado Territory, where
Wadsworth pre~mpted one hundred acres in 1861. For the next eight years, he was
active in buying and selling mining claims. The family was probably forced to leave
Empire in 1869 due to the great fire on Silver Mountain. Fortunately, Wadsworth had
secured one hundred and sixty acres on Ralston Point by Military Bounty in 1865.
There the Wadsworths settled permanently and built a lovely brick home.
A well educated man, Benjamin Wadsworth saw the necessity of establishing a
townsite, and he became one of the true Arvada Town Fathers. He gave his wife the
honor of naming the new town; she chose her brother,in,law, Hiram Arvada Haskin's
middle name. Wadsworth was instrumental in starting schools, the Methodist Church
in Arvada, Clear Creek Valley Grange No.4, and the Arvada Post Office, which was
located in his home. Thus he became the first postmaster of Arvada.
Wadsworth Boulevard, first called Centre, was renamed after the death of Benjamin
Franklin Wadsworth and is the main north,south thoroughfare of Jefferson County,
extending into Adams and Arapahoe Counties. Wadsworth was killed on April12,
1893 in a runaway horse accident in Denver, where he was taking a window from the
Church for repair. He is buried in the Arvada Cemetery, where the graves of his wife,
Mary Ann, son John, Daughter Mary Emma, and Hiram Arvada Haskins are also
located.
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Every component of a book, document, or work of art (which may include paper,
leather, cloth, photographic emulsions, inks, pigments, adhesives, etc.) reacts to its
environment and will deteriorate with age. This process can be slowed however, by
keeping your collection in a stable environment. The specifications suggested below
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GEORGE WEST AND THE WESTERN MOUNTAINEER
by Betty Moynihan (1995 Second place prize winner in the History Writer's Award Contest)
the BOSTON TRANSCRIPT. Later, George became a full time
Golden sands brightened into golden hope for thousands of
writer for the larger paper.
farmers and laborers frustrated by the economics of hard times
In Boston in 1853, at the age of 27, George became a busiand limited opportunities. When the cry rang out in 1858:
nessman by purchasing a partnership interest in the Boston
"GOLD ON THE BANKS OF CHERRY CREEK!" men abanStereotype Foundry. uDuring 1858 and early 1859, he and
doned the drudgery and despair of their workaday life for the
some of his cronies discussed the Western gold excitement, and
thrill of adventure and the prospect of prosperity in the Rocky
on March 3 they formed
Mountain west.
the Mechanics Mining and
Most came greedily (and
Trading Company. The
gullibly) with the expectachoice of the word
tion of getting rich quickly
uMechanics" is due to their
and painlessly. However,
meeting in the Mechanics
there were those who came
Hall building in Boston.
to enlarge their horizons
George West was elected
and to test their manly
President. Each member
mettle in unknown and
subscribed $150.00. " 2
unpredictable circumstanFifteen members of this
ces. Entrepreneurs siezed
Boston Company group left
the occasion to shape their
for the western gold fields
own destiny in a virgin
and traveled by rail to St.
land of opportunity where
Joseph, Missouri. There
resources were untapped
they purchased wagons and
and seemingly unlimited.
oxen, and the ever-able
George West set out for
George was appointed
the Rocky Mountains not
captain of the expedition.
to find gold but to achieve
They arrived in Auraria on
the goal of a successful
June 10, 1859.
business career coupled
On the westward jourwith a prosperous and
ney, the Boston Company
meaningful life. He was a
entourage met scores of
born leader and he left his
"turn backs" -people who
mark on Jefferson County
had reached Cherry Creek
and Colorado by his inand found the gold prosvolvement in town buildpects slim or non-existent.
ing, by helping to establish
They were disgruntled,
social amenities and civic
disgusted and cynical.
organizations in his comuT urn back," they urged
munity and by preserving
the newcomers. uit's all a
history for future generaGeorge West. Photo courtesy of Golden Pioneer Museum.
hoax." Then they chanted
tions in the pages of the
their newly adopted anthem:
WESTERN MOUNTAINEER.
Fifty miles to water,
Like so many early arrivals into the gold territory of Pike's
One hundred miles to wood!
Peak, George came from New England. His parents were of
To hell with this damned country;
English descent. His father , Aaron West, had died in an accident
We're going home for good.
at the age of 50. George was one of a family of ten children, seven
Their melancholy was persuasive and half of the Boston Comof whom reached maturity. His mother had been born in New
pany abandoned the enterprise, leaving only George West and
Hampshire and it was here that George, at the age of 14,
six of his companions to persevere.
assumed his first job as a printer's devil on the NATIONAL
The golden sands of Cherry Creek had indeed been filtered to
EAGLE, a newspaper published in his home town of Clareexhaustion. However, a short distance to the west, in the footmont. uThe family farm held little interest for him, and he soon
hills, George Jackson had discovered gold near what is now
discovered the most fascinating place for a youngster was the
Idaho Springs, and John Gregory had uncovered a rich find near
office of the town newspaper ... " 1 After three years, George
moved to Boston, Massachusetts where he continued his news1
Neil Kimball, "George W est", Colorado Magazine, Vol. XXVII, #3, July 1950, p. 198.
paper apprenticeship at the BOSTON CULTIVATOR. At the
2 Charles Ryland, "George West, Some of His Accomplishments," Denter W esremers, Vol.
XXV, # 12, 1969, p. 4.
same time, he was able to publish pieces of news and opinion in
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what is now Central City. These discover~
ies gave new impetus to the gold rush. To
corroborate these new bonanzas, three
prominent editors from eastern news~
papers checked the with the prospects.
Their report was so important to the
integrity of the new territory that their
words had to be published and sent back
east. The man who transmitted their tid~
ings to the waiting world was William
Byers.
William Byers had arrived in Auraria
in April of 1859, just two months before
the arrival of the Boston Company.
Although Byers was not by trade or train~
ing a newspaper man,3 he had brought
with him a printing press from Omaha,
Nebraska. According to one historian,4
the printing press had been given to Byers
in payment for a bad debt. Mrs. Byers
suggested to her husband that they take
the press to the new gold fields and set up
a newspaper which she christened the
ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS. It was
the first paper to be printed and dispensed
in the newly formed city of Denver.
When the three eastern editors, Horace
Greeley (of the NEW YORK TRIBUNE),
Albert D. Richardson (of the BOSTON
JOURN&) and Henry Villard (of the
CINCINNATI COMMERC~) wrote
their glowing report for Byers, he knew
that it deserved a special edition. How~
ever, he was short of printers and in ques~
tioning newcomers from the wagon trains,
he made the acquaintance of George
West. The two men remained fast friends
throughout their lifetimes.
The meeting with Byers and the pub~
lishing of the special edition is best told by
George West himself.
According to my recollections, it tuas
June roth (Saturday) that it tuas printed,
but it might have been dated the next day.
My party had just arrived from across the
plains, and about noon were pulling
through the sand of Cherry Creek at the
Blake Street crossing, twenty or thirty
teams of us, when we heard a shout from a
man, standing on a little foot~ge which
crossed the creek at that point. It proved to
be old man Gibson of the NEWS. "Hey,
there!" he.ejaculated, "are there any prin~
ters in this croox:l?"
I told him there were two or three of us.
He then asked us to go into camp and come
up and set up an extra for him.
As we were uncertain what we were
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going to do, even now that we had reached
Pike's Peak, we concluded to do as he
requested. Bill Summers, Mark Blunt ...
and I went to the office, then located in a
one and a half story log cabin on Ferry
Street, now Eleventh Street, where we
found Horace Greeley, A.D. Richardson
and Henry Villard, who had just returned
from the mountains, and the NEWS
tuanted to publish their report in an extra.
We then buckled to, set it up and worked
off, I believe~~ copies on the old
Washington hand press. For this we
received five pennyweight of gold dust. 5
Once this extra had been put out,
George West and his friends set about
finding a suitable place to settle. "They
looked to the West, not as a place to
make quick fortunes, but as a place to
establish homes. They were adequately
financed when they left Boston . . . and
were prepared to enter businesses and
professions when they found a commun~
ity to their liking. " 6 Their preference fell
upon the developing town of Golden,
since it led into the mountains and was a
crossroad for trade and commerce. George
set about building the Boston Company
store at the comer of lOth and Washing~
ton. This log structure included a supply
store on the main floor and a printing
office on the second floor. On December
7, 1859, George West began to publish
the WESTERN MOUNTAINEER on a
press leased to him by Thomas Gibson,
part owner of the ROCKY MOUNTAIN
NEWS, and the man who had hailed him
from the bridge when his party had first
arrived in Denver.
The importance of the WESTERN
MOUNTAINEER cannot be overly
stressed. To get a true picture of the early
pioneer days, the most faithful accounts
can be found from the eye witnesses and
from the pens of those who were alive
when the land was ripe for cultivation and
the towns were building. "The newspaper
can with good reason be called the mirror
of its age, not always truthful nor impar~
rial, but reflecting unerringly and for as
long as its files are preserved, its own
chosen pictures of the times of its publi~
cation. " 7 George West gave us contem~
porary accounts of the events and charac,
ters who lived in and near Golden in the
years before Colorado became a territory.
News from the mining camps is included
as well as the story of the development of

roads into the mountains, the construe~
tion of ditches and waterways, the estab~
lishment of businesses, the social progress
of schools and churches and the fashion~
ing of political entities that amazed a
country which supposed that crude min,
ers were incapable of establishing an
orderly and legitimate government. All of
these accomplishments are detailed in the
modest file which comprises the life span
of George West ' s WESTERN
MOUNTAINEER.
The first 21 issues (from December 7,
1859 to April25, 1860) were printed on
the leased press belonging to Thomas
Gibson. Each issue consisted of four
pages, in size about 9 inches by 15 inches.
The first and last pages were devoted to
general news clipped from other papers,
while the two inside pages were used for
editorial columns, local news and local
advertising. The subscription rate was
$1.50 for six months. According to the
masthead, payment for subscriptions and
advertising was "invariably in advance."
In the first issue of the paper in a usalu~
tatory" column, George defined his aims
and positions. He wrote that he wanted to
make the MOUNTAINEER a live
paper." He assumed that the price was
cheap enough (at ten cents a copy) that it
would be read by everybody in the com,
munity, and he solicited the patronage of
all advertisers so that the paper would
hopefully upay" for itself. On the same
page, there was a description of Golden
City: uThis flourishing and rapidly grow~
ing town is situated upon Vasques' Fork
of the South Platte, better known to
immigrants as Clear Creek, by which
name it is more generally called. At the
base of the outer range of the Rocky
Mountains where Clear Creek debouches
through a deep ravine, is a beautiful valley
some mile and a half in width, bounded
on the east by the two (Table Mountains'
between which the stream flows . . .
0

3 Byers began his western pioneering at the age of 20
when he went to Oregon and Washington as a deputy
U.S. Surveyor. In Nebraska, he had been engaged in running section and township lines and later served as an
alderman in Omaha and as a member of the Nebraska
Territorial Legislature.
4 Nolie Mumey, History of the Early Settlements of Denver,
1599-1860, Denver: Range Press, 1942, p. 124.
5 W.F. Stone, History of Colorado , Chicago: S.J. Clarke,
Pub., 1918, p . 786.
6 Kimball, op. cit., p. 199.
7 Richard] . Broad, When Golden Was the Capital , published in Golden, CO, no date, p. 33.

Immediately after the town had been sur,
veyed, buildings for dwellings and stores
began to be erected. At first they were of
hewed logs, but a steam sawmill having
located here in July, most of the houses
then commenced were partially built of
sawed lumber; shortly after the first mill
was put in operation a second one was
established, and by creating a healthy
competition the people have been enabled
to erect a substantial and comely class of
buildings at a very moderate cost . . .
Many men and their families are here, and
already the town presents quite the
appearance of an eastern town." So
rapidly did the vigorous and ambitious
settlers fashion civilization from the arid
and reluctant wilderness.
The first edition of the paper also con,
tained advertisements for eight business
enterprises already operating in the city.
Two general stores were listed as provid,
ing a variety of merchandise: the Miner's
store and Boston Company. There were
two pioneer hotels: the Golden City
House under the direction of T.P. Boyd
and the Jefferson House with Harvey &
Wright as proprietors. One wagon line
advertised. The Golden and Denver
Express advised that it would carry pas,
sengers between Golden and Denver at
the cost of one dollar per head.
The issue of December 14, 1859 con,
tained a detailed description of George
Jackson and his remarkable find of sub,
stantial coarse gold in the waters near
Idaho Springs. On the same page, George
wrote a paternal warning to all the eager
gold seekers, reminding them that the
west provided opportunity for rewarding
work and profitable industry. He told
them, ((Don't rely solely on a get,rich,
quick gamble." The item advised: nThere,
fore, we say to you, if you are a mechanic,
bring your tools, if you are a farmer, bring
your ploughs. There is gold in the work,
shop for the mechanic and for the farmer
in the rich soil of the vallies, as well as for
the miners in the mountains." In other
words, George knew what many an
Argonaut soon discovered: There was
wealth to be had in the west that had little
to do with finding it randomly in the river
beds and creeks.
In this same paper, there was an in vita,
tion extended to the community to attend
a meeting for establishing a school. Three
weeks later a school was opened at the

corner of 13th Street and Washington
Avenue with Mr. Thomas Dougherty
presiding as teacher for 18 students.
As soon as new findings of gold
occurred, roads into that territory were
imperative. The WESTERN MOUN,
TAINEER of December 14, 1859 gave a
detailed description of one of these roads,
the names of its developers and the benef,
its the general population would reap
from using it.
The St. Vrain, Golden City and Colo~
rado Wagon Road: The road commences
at St. Vrain's Fort on the Platte, some
forty~five miles below Denver. Here the
company will erect a free bridge, and from
this point the road runs to Clear Creek,
striking it at or near McCleery's Ranch,
thence up the stream to Arapahoe, through
Table Mountain canon to Golden City;
running through this town, crossing the
creek by either of the two substantial
bridges which are now being constructed by
the town company in place of the old ones,
it here enters the mountains by the canon
above described. After reaching the sum~
mit of the first range the road runs by a
course a little south of west in nearly a
direct line to the South Park, over the old
Lodge Pole Trail. After leaving the South
Park it crosses the Snowy Range at an easy
grade, striking the head waters of the
Colorado, on the western slope.
The article also pointed out that this
would be the best and shortest route to
the new diggings, saving at least 25 miles
of travel for the gold seeker. However, it
also emphasized the advantages to the
ordinary citizen who could use the road
for procuring his timber and wood from
forests that were easily accessible from
the roadway. The officers of the comapny
were listed as John Mcintyre, John Fer,
rell, Eli Carter, D.K. Wall, Walter Pol,
lard, R.T. Davis and A.B. Hallinformation which is essential to the
careful historian.
Another aspect of early frontier life is
mirrored in the pages of the WESTERN
MOUNTAINEER: the attitude toward
women as practiced in the nineteenth cen,
tury. For a filler, this aphorism is used:
((Woman is the great beauty, the most
precious jewel taken from the scripture of
God for the ornament and happiness of
man. " 8 This reflects the legal and philo,
sophical assessment of women at the
time. They were not real but ideal crea,

tures, and they were put on earth primar,
ily for the enjoyment of men. Because of
this attitude, married women were sub,
ordinate to men and legally were not
permitted to sign contracts, to retain
monies which they personally earned,
could not hold title to property and were
frequently denied jurisdiction over their
own children.
While on the one hand wives were kept
in the position of indentured slaves and
assumed as incapable of handling their
own destiny, at the same time they were
overly protected from the harsh realities
of life. That may be one reason why the
ngood" mothers and sisters were rarely
mentioned by name, open to public scrut,
iny, in the pages of the daily newspapers.
No one has yet correctly established how
many white women were actually here in
the area before February of 1861 when
the United States government finally
established the territory of Colorado.
From all indications in the early news,
papers, there were hundreds more than
anyone has ever suspected. Items detail,
ing Christmas balls and other social occa,
sions indicate that there indeed were
many women present in the community
but names are rarely listed. However, the
entertainers, like Mlle. Haydee and her
troupe, are given adequate coverage as
public figures who do not rate the same
reverence as the women of a family.
In an article in the issue of December
14, 1859, Editor West rhapsodizes:
Among the many advantages which
Golden City possesses, is the existence
within her borders of a large number of
beautiful ladies. Indeed, a mining country,
it is peculiarly favored in this respect. A
large portion of its residents have their
wives and daughters to cheer and encour~
age them, and we are happy to see that
their social qualities lead them to endeavor
.to make the long winter evenings pass
pleasantly to the sterner sex. Nearly every
evening the sound of merry voices, and
nimble feet is heard issuing from some one
of the happy homes of our city, where the
young ladies and gentlemen are gathered
for social enjoyment. This is right. We
hold that nothing conduces so much to the
order and well being of society as this
innocent mingling of the sexes in the social
circle, and so long as this state of things is
8

Western Mountaineer , Dec. 14, 1859.
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Captain George West of Company H, 2nd Colorado Calvary with brother;in;law, T.P. Boyd of Golden. Photo
taken in spring of r862. Photo courtesy of Golden DAR Museum.
5

kept up we shall have an orderly and well
regulated community.
George West himself benefitted from
the presence of these ladies because he
chose from their ranks his wife, Eliza
Boyd, daughter of the proprietor of the
Miner's Hotel. In the December 28, 1859
issue of the WESTERN MOUNTAI,
NEER, George wrote about a wonderful
Christmas dream that featured Mrs. Boyd
and her daughter and their gracious pres,
entation of a delicious holiday dinner
which he, the hungry bachelor, ate with
gusto.
One woman, Mrs. Harriet Williams,
was mentioned in the newspaper because
she was a widow and therefore was able to
conduct business legally in her own right.
Her name appears among the advertise,
ments for room and board. In a column
about improvements in the city of
Golden, 9 it is reported that she was erect,
ing a hotel. Later, she appeared in the
Jefferson County Records Book A, when
she married the then Mayor of Golden,
Dan McCleery, a road builder and ranch
owner. The measure of this woman's
independence is obvious in the recorded
marriage papers which stated that the
couple would share only their love and
affection and not their worldly goods.
This may possibly be a tfirst' for prenup,
tial agreements in the territory of
Colorado.
Although most marriages were recog,
nized in the paper with the bare essentials
of name of bride, groom, officiating min,
ister and date, the McCleery marriage was
given prime coverage in a banner column
at the top of the page in the issue of July
12, 1860.
In this city, Sunday, July 8, by Reuben
Borton, Esq. , DANIEL MCCLEERY,
ESQ. , Mayor of Golden City, to Mrs.
Harriet Williams. The marriage was
conducted in private, attended only by a
few friends. At the noon of night, the
happy couple were complimented by a
serenade from a portion of the Golden City
Glee Club, and as a recompense for rous,
ing them from their slumbers(?) the party
was regaled from the well,filled cellar of
his honor, and retired, all wishing the
bride and groom a long and happy life.
"So say all of us." Just as we were going to
press, we received sundry cans of peaches
and a bottle of wine, whereupon, without
the least hesitation, or time for a second

t1wught, (the only excuse he has) the Poeti,
cal Editor perpetrates the following:
A flower of poesy rich and rare
In the bridegroom's garland we'd
twine;
But "Sweet William's" the flower he
holds most fair,
So let that adorn his good shrine.
This view of daily life is what gives the
home,town newspaper its particular fla,
vor as it permits the reader to look inti,
mately into the lives of the people. It also
shows us how many editors and writers of
that time liked to play with words both in
prose and poetry.
In the same column of that issue, we
find the manner in which deaths were
reported to the general public. One man
udied of inflammation of the bowels" at
the age of 35. Another died of ttgeneral
dibility" at the age of 30 years! A family in
Russell's Gulch suffered the loss of three
members of the immediate family to
typhoid fever.
The WESTERN MOUNTAINEER
provided a weekly report on how the
town of Golden grew amazingly from its
rude beginnings until a year later it was a
town of amazing amenities, with stores
and banks, churches and schools, with
good roads leading into the mountains
where the best gold fields were then pro,
clueing substantial returns. Mining was
the lodestone which attracted settlers to
the Rocky Mountain region and George
made news from the camps a priority. In
the June 28, 1860 issue, he wrote:
We are making arrangements to have a
regular weekly correspondence from all the
principal mining districts and shall take
special pain to give full and reliable
information regarding the progress of min,
ing interests; and we request our friends to
send us letters giving information of n£W
discoveries, particulars regarding the yield
of their claims, and to keep us posted upon
all matters that may be interesting to our
readers.
In the same issue, a new commercial
enterprise is noted: Miss Ferris advertised
her store at the corner of Washington and
2nd Avenue featuring a complete line of
millinery.
In addition, this early paper also pro,
vided what little we know about ghost
towns, places which blossomed briefly
and then became lost to posterity and
would have been absent from history if

the WESTERN MOUNTAINEER had
not kept them in its weekly columns. The
one,time towns of Golden Gate, Arapa,
hoe Bar and Mount Vernon become flesh
and blood communities as they are
reported in the pages of the
MOUNTAINEER.
Arapahoe Bar was one of the earliest
settlements in the territory, perhaps vying
with Auraria in Denver and Montana
further up the Platte for the distinction of
being the first town. Its two most famous
settlers were John Gregory and George
Jackson, who lived in that locale at least
six months before Golden was founded.
In fact, by the spring of 1859, Arapahoe
Bar had reached its zenith and was already
on the decline. We know from items in
the paper that, at the political convention
which determined that Jefferson should
be the name of the new territory, dele,
gates from Arapahoe comprised one,fifth
of all the delegates, and their names were
listed as Messrs. Fisk, Casto, Pollock,
Cook, Cochran and Davidson. George B.
Allen (later a renowned citizen of Golden)
laid out the town of Arapahoe. However,
by the middle of 1860, very little is heard
about Arapahoe. We do know that Asa
Smith was appointed postmaster in Ara,
pahoe on February 2nd of that year. The
final notice in the newspaper relating to
Arapahoe was in the issue of September
20, 1860 when the six committee
members who organized a grand ball to be
given in Golden were all listed as citizens
of Arapahoe.
The town of Mount Vernon seemed to
be the especial favorite of R.W. Steele,
the first provisional governor of the terri,
tory. Since Mount Vernon was Steele's
home, many of the official documents
which he signed were published from that
location, giving the site a political signifi,
cance. The prime mover for the town was
Dr. Joseph Casto, who advertised regu,
larly in the WESTERN MOUNTAINEER
promoting his fledgling development. In
the December 14, 1859 issue of the
newspaper, Casto announced-to the pub,
lie that the town had been platted at the
entrance to Mount Vernon Canon and
that lots were available to those agreeing
to build on them. Six months later, again
in the columns of the WESTERN
MOUNTAINEER, we learn that teams
9

Western Mountaineer, Dec. 28, 1859.
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Eliza Boyd West. Photo courtesy of Golden DAR Museum.
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were going through Mount Vernon at the
rate of 50 per day and that ((houses were
going up as if by magic." The uniqueness
and pioneer aggressiveness of Mount
Vernon can be seen in the action taken on
September 19, 1859 by its inhabitants
when they adopted a <<Constitution" to
form some kind of government for the
regulation of their civil affairs and for the
legal protection of property rights. When
Steele moved from Mount Vernon and
when Golden continued to dominate the
territory, the town of Mount Vernon
seems to have dropped from view.
Golden Gate was a town that had been
regularly platted and sold lots as early as
August 1860. Earlier, however, on August
1, 1859, six delegates from the area had
been sent to the provisional convention
in Denver. The prominent figures in
Golden Gate's future career were candi;
dates at this election. Daniel McCleery
(who married the widow Williams) and
Eli Carter later became very important in
the history of Golden.
Perhaps the most significant reporting
which the WESTERN MOUNTAINEER
did was the particulars of the formation
of the territory ofJefferson, an extra;legal
entity which the gold miners developed in
order to bring law and a semblance of
order to the territory where they were
now living and trying to make a fortune.
From its inception, the newspaper pro;
vided details and information to the
general public.
In the issue of December 28, 1859 we
find the reprint of an article from the
PHILADELPHIA BULLETIN which de;
scribes the nation's amazement at the pol;
itical developments in the far western
frontier.

Accustomed as we are to see new
governments organized in our western wil~
derness, the process scarcely receives the
attention it deserves. And yet it is one of
the most curious and interesting of the
phenomena attending the system of popu~
lar governments established in the United
States. Each organization of an infant
territory is a fresh illustration of the capac~
ity of the people to govern themselves . . .
and we may be permitted to admire the
mode in which a few hundreds of men lay
the foundations of a great state in the
wildest region of our continent.
The same fascination with popular
government was observed by A.D.

Richardson, a first hand observer on the
new frontier, when he wrote ((Establish a
thousand American settlers in the Hima;
layas, and in one month they would
have all needful laws in operation, with
life and property quite as well protected
as in the city of New York. " 10
This was the government fashioned by
the early settlers who devised the Terri;
tory of Jefferson, extra;legal though it
was, because the federal government and
the governing boards of the Territory of
Kansas were not able to provide adequate
civic and judicial instruments to protect
the well being of the gold seekers who had
moved into the Pike's Peak region. They
said, ((Government of some kind we must
have, and the question narrows itself
down to this point: Shall it be govern;
ment of the knife and revolver, or shall we
unite in forming here in our golden coun;
try, among the ravines and gulches of the
Rocky Mountains, and the fertile valleys
of the Arkansas and Plattes, a new and
independent state? . . . It is a glorious
cause, and a feeling of pride as well as of
duty would lead us to act in it. " 11
On June 28, 1860 the WESTERN
MOUNTAINEER reported:

Congress has at last adjourned without
giving us a Territorial organization. On
the whole we have no regrets for the neg~
lect; but rather thankful that the National
Legislature has granted us the poor boon of
being let alone. Living without law, even
for a brief period, is unquestionably and
evil; but Territorial organizations for the
last few years have become a positive nui~
sance. It has been the policy of the govern~
ment to impose a hungry horde of broken
down politicians and desperate adventur~
ers upon the unfortunate inhabitants of the
Territories, in the shape of Governors,
Judges, and United States Marshalsuntil, in the presence of such officials,
honest men begin to feel an instinctive
inclination to look out for their pocket
books. If this region continues its present
rate of development, it will be ready for
admission into the Union as a sovereign
STATE, before the close of another ses~
sian of Congress; and in the mean~time ,
from all the Territorial officers appointed
by this or any other Federal Administra~
tion, may the Lord in his mercy deliver us.
The extra;legal Territory of Jefterson
limped along until November 27, 1860
when the seat of government was moved

from Denver to Golden City. Three
months later, on February 28, 1861, Pres;
ident Buchanan signed the act of Con;
gress creating the Territory of Colorado,
and the Territory of Jefferson was then
nothing more than a brief footnote in the
pages of history.
So far as the life of the WESTERN
MOUNTAINEER was concerned, George
West published a mere 4 7 issues of the;
paper . The first 21 issues ran from
December 7, 1859 to April25, 1860. At
that time, George West relinquished Tom
Gibson's printing press and traveled to
Boston where he sold his interest in the
sterotype foundry and invested this capi;
tal in new printing equipment which he
shipped back to Golden. The paper
improved in appearance and type and
renewed publication on June 28, 1860.
The reorganized paper also boasted two
eastern writers in its columns: A.D.
Richardson and Thomas Wallace Knox.
Both men were later to become famous
chroniclers of the Civil War. According
to Robert Perkins, both talented corres;
pondents were delighted to work with
George West because the revived
MOUNTAINEER ((offered a handy out;
let for two of the most restless pens of the
era." 12 Moreover, if Golden City pros;
pered, they felt that they could build the
MOUNTAINEER into a challenger of
the ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS for
newspaper supremacy in the Rockies.
On the editorial pages of the first issue
of the newspaper on December 7, 1859,
George had written a ((Salutatory"
column. In the final issue a year later on
December 20, 1860, George wrote a
((Valedictory" essay for his readers.

With the present number the publica~
tion of the WESTERN MOUNTAI~
NEER will cease. The publisher has sold
the concern to the proprietors of the
CANON TIMES, to be used as the
owners of that sheet may think fit ... In
taking leave of our [rinds and patrons, we
do so with much regret. Six months have
rolled away since the present publciation

1
'' A.D. Richardson, Beyond the Mississippi, Hartford:
American Pub . Co., 1867, p. 290 .
11
Expression of purpose for the April 15th convention
held at Wooton 's Hall in 1859. Quoted in "Colorado: A
Stud y in Frontier Soveriegnty" by Robert L. Stearns,
Rock y Mountain Law Review, June 1936.

lc Robert Perkins, Th.: First One Hundred Years , Garden
C ity, New York : Doubleday, 1959, p. 126.
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commenced, and in its hebdomadal
appearance tue have endeavored to instruct
and amuse its readers. Without confining
the columns of the paper to forwarding the
views of any professional or political the,
orists; wihtout observing the dicta of those
who would, if possible, control the press
for their own private aims; fearless of the
results , and heeding only our duty, tue have
sent it forth to be perused and criticized.
Week by week has our melange been pre,
pared from subjects ranging ,from grave to
gay, from lively to severe,' and we trust
and believe it has been well received. Our
brethren of the press have commended us,
and many kind friends have given words
of encouragement. As we drop the editor,
ial pen, to be grasped henceforth by worth,
ier and better hands, we offer our most
heartfelt thanks to those who have cheered
us in the rough path of journalism, and
express the hope that wherever they may
wander, whether beneath tropical suns or
amid polar snows, in wild or in enlight,
ened lands, PROSPERITY MAY EVER
ATTEND THEM.
George's final wishes for his friends
hinted at the real reason for the demise of
the WESTERN MOUNTAINEER: rra
deficiency in the bank account." His own
monetary problems did not excuse him
from his business obligations, and in a
final column he advised all his subscribers
that he would honor their payments with
copies of substitute newspapers of their
choice until such time as the subscriptions ran out.
We owe more to George West and his
newspaper than any debt he ever felt to
his own readers. The appropriate obituary for the journalist and his product was
penned by a regular correspondent in the
final issue of December 20, 1860:
Here lies a noble MOUNTAINEER
Who died while he was young,

9

His only fault-if fault that were-

He wagged a saucy tongue.
Here sleeps THE WESTERN
MOUNTAINEER,
Last of his noble raceThen, stranger, pause and drop a tear,
For none can fill his place.
Indeed, no other newspaper did take
the place of the MOUNTAINEER until
six years later when George West again
put his hand to the press and started the
COLORADO TRANSCRIPT which has
continued to publish from that day to
this. The paper is presently titled THE
GOLDEN TRANSCRIPT, but aside from
that, the journal remains a source of
information and a reflection of the lives
of the people in the city and surrounding
areas of Golden, Jefferson County,
Colorado. The term TRANSCRIPT may
have been used by George in fond memory
of his work with the BOSTON TRANSCRIPT years before.
During the years he was not publishing,
George West was a member of the militia,
fighting with so many others in the Civil
War. George had early on been involved
with the militia in Boston, and he rose
from the ranks to become a captain of
Company H of the First Massachusetts
Volunteers. On May 12, 1862, George
was named commander of Company H of
the Colorado Volunteers, and eventually
this became the Second Colorado Calvary. This Calvary was mustered out in
the late summer of 1865. At that time,
George returned for a short time to the
employ of the ROCKY MOUNTAIN
NEWS where he acted as City Editor. A
year later, George went to Chicago where
he bought equipment for another press
and then he returned to Golden where he
continued as his own boss at the newly
established COLORADO TRANSCRIPT.
George West was a leader in the devel-

opment of the city of Golden. He distinguished himself in the militia both in Boston and in Colorado. He never lost interest in the military and was actively
involved in furthering veterans' affairs.
He campaigned for a veterans' home
which was eventually constructed in
Monte Vista. He also helped with the
founding of the School of Mines in
Golden.
George West was President of the
Colorado Editorial Association for several years. Despite all his other attributes
and leadership qualities, the work of a
journalist had the greatest appeal for him.
George's grandson, Neil Kimball, testifies
that his grandfather convinced him 11 that
the smell of printers' ink is the most
wonderful perfume in the world. " 13
Jacque Scott, who has been editor of THE
GOLDEN TRANSCRIPT for the past
seven years, also classifies George West as
an inveterate journalist. 11 That meeting at
the bridge in downtown Denver when he
first arrived in 1859 was prophetic in
setting his primary directions," 14 she says.
Without George West and the
WESTERN MOUNTAINEER so much
of the life and times of the early years
would be lost to us. The newspaper he
edited is a priceless gift. Within these
pages, 11 We are presented with the only
mirror of those days, wherein we may
look for instruction and find pleasure and
deep satisfaction in so doing. Thus we
may recall scenes of the town's past history that would otherwise be lost to us,
and to those who shall come after us ... " 15
11

Kimball, op. cit., p. 208.

14

Interview with Jacque Scott, March 21. 1994.
Broad , op. cit., p. 34.
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TOURISM IN EVERGREEN:
Where Have All the Tourists Gone?
By Vanita G. Cosper (1994 Honorable Mention in the History Writer's Award Contest)
There are many beautiful valleys
throughout the Rockies, those places
where the waters carve the rock of the
mountains and create depths, cuts in the
surface, places where one looks up and
sees boundaries on the sky, natural frontiers that are always there but seem to
fluctuate according to the time, or the
season, or the temperament.
One of these, at least as pretty as any,
just west of Denver, is the Bear Creek
Valley. Like its cousins to the North and
to the South and to theWest this valley is
born on the high peaks. Evergreen, Colorado is located in this valley about midway between where the plains end and the
mountains begin.
Evergreen, a small mountain village sitting in the shadow of Mount Evans, is a
popular bedroom community for Denver
commuters. Each morning long lines of
cars travel bumper to bumper along
highway 74 to I-70 to make their daily
trek into the city. The same cars head
back up the long hill each afternoon past
the Mother Cabrini Shrine, the herd of
buffalo at Genesse Park, and around the
bend at El Rancho to get back to their
mountain home.
A century ago Evergreen was a small
farming and logging community just
awakening as an attractive summer hideaway. Before it became an affluent mountain suburb Evergreen was a stylish
summer retreat for Denverites and a tourist attraction for visitors from across the
country who came to the area to take
advantage of exquisite scenery, to enjoy
excellent fishing, hunting and camping,
and to get away from the stresses of city
life.
This study explores Evergreen tourism,
with examples of images used to promote
the community from the 1890's through
the present, focusing on the changes in
the town as it evolved from a sleepy
mountain town with a large rush of
summer visitors to a popular year-round
residence with tourism taking a back seat.
Although there were many resorts and
attractions in the Evergreen area through

the years, selected examples chosen for
this study are the community of Evergreen, the Denver Mountain Parks and
Evergreen Lake, Bear Creek Canyon, and
Troutdale-in-the-Pines, as seen in promotional materials, newspapers, magazines,
post cards and other ephemera.
Colorado business directories from
1900 on describe Evergreen as a summer
resort in Jefferson County, but tourism
came to this area more than a decade prior
to the turn of the century .1
The early settlers of Evergreen, who
followed Thomas Bergen's settlement in
the area in 1859, were interested in making a living, either by farming, ranching or
logging. The idea of tourism as an industry evolved slowly. It was inevitable that
an area so enchanting as the canyon of
Upper Bear Creek would be irresistible
once discovered. By the end of the century tourists flocked to the area to spend
warm summer days and cool summer
nights in the shadow of pine and spruce
trees with snowcapped Mount Evans
keeping a watchful eye over her valley.
In the latter part of the ninenteenth
century there were several lodging houses
and hotels along Bear Creek catering to
overnight travelers, i.e., the Stewart Hotel
(now part of the historic Evergreen Conference District), the Evergreen Hotel
(still sitting on Main Street housing a
near-new shot), and further west up Bear
Creek toward Mount Evans, the visitor
found Bendemeer (established in the
1890's and burned to the ground in
1960), and Troutdale-in-the-Pines,
homesteaded by Jasper D. Babcock, began
housing guests in rustic cabins as early as
1884. In land patent documents supporting Babcock's claim dated July 11, 1887,
testimony of witness John Smith states
that Babcock had built ((about 30 log cabins which he uses for summer boarders. " 2

Timber is abundant, as well as game and
trout. It is quite a resort for campers in
the summer. Population in vicinity, 100;
several saw mills near."3 The beauty and
climate of the area attracted refugees from
the Denver heat during the latter part of
the 19th Century and tourism continued
to flourish as a summer playground until
mid-twentieth century.
Early travelers to the state such as Sir
George Gore, whose legendary 1855
hunting trip to the Rocky Mountains
alerted the world to this sportsman's paradise, and Isabella Bird, who traveled in
Colorado in 1873 and whose vivid descriptions were reported in her book, A
Lady's Life in the Rockies, published in
1879, were instrumental to the birth of
Colorado tourism. Government surveys
such as those headed by Hayden, Fremont, and Gunnison produced detailed
reports with accompanying drawings,
photographs and descriptions of this
rugged land which were also influential in
drawing attention to the spectacular
beauty and uniqueness of the west and
thus to Colorado. Colorado tourism had
begun.
The railroads were the prime movers of
tourism in Colorado. The completion of
the railroad across the country in 1869
and into Colorado in 1870 was the catalyst for the beginning of tourism in the
state. The railroads wanted to attract visitors as well as settlers and they were masters at marketing the attributes of Colorado. Railroad publications in the early
1900's named Colorado uThe Switzerland of America," describing her usilvery
mountain streams, shimmering lakes, incomparable camping grounds, broad and
verdant parks, incomparable climate ...
placing it at the very front among the

Crofutt's Grip-Sack Guide of Colorado,
r885 describes Evergreen this way,

"Evergreen-Jefferson County, is a postoffice on Bear Creek, at the junction of
Cub, away up in the mountains, 12 miles
west from Morrison, and 26 from Denver.

1
Barbara and Gene Sternberg, Evergreen: Our Mounrain Community, Boulder, Johnson Pub., 1987, pp. 86.

z Homestead documents for Jasper Babcock, National
Archives, Washington, D.C.
3 George Crofutt, Crofu tt 's Grip-Sack Guide of Colorado , d~85, Boulder: Johnson Books, 1981, p. 92.
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tourist lands of the country." 4 With
funding by the railroads, resorts and lux~
ury hotels sprang up along the rails lines
in Denver and beyond, in places such as
Colorado Springs, Manitou Springs and
Glenwood Springs, and the tourists came.
The Denver Sunday Times, April 1899,
in a column ((Colorado the Mecca" tells
of Colorado's annual increase in tourism.
((Colorado has the advantage of a central
location ... and a further advantage of the
finest mountain scenery in the country, a
summer climate that cannot be excelled in
the world ... " The article encourages the
railroads to advertise offices in New
York, London and Liverpool. Colorado's
health and scenery are two of her greatest
attractions. They ought to be well adver~
tised so they will bring the visitors." The
article closes with these words, "It is well
that gold, silver and mineral and agricul~
tural resources should be advertised, but
the time will come when the people will
admit that after all the real greatness of the
state of gold and silver lies in her moun~
tain scenery and mountain air. " 5
Without the financial support of any
railroad Evergreen nevertheless became a
popular destination, no doubt because of
its natural beauty. Although the railroad
never came as far as Evergreen, a spur of
the Colorado & Southern Railroad built
to Morrison in 1874, made Bear Creek
Canyon accessible to visitors. (A planned
line connecting Morrison running along
Bear Creek through Evergreen, up to
Brookvale and on to Idaho Springs never
materialized.) From Morrison a stage was
available that took passengers up the
canyon past Evergreen and Troutdale as
far as Brookvale at the foot of Mt. Evans.
By the end of the century tourism in
the state became a major economic factor
and boosters promoted Colorado as a
panacea for illness and as a vacaion spot
beyond all others, as seen in the 1900
publication of the Colorado & Southern
Railway called Picturesque Colorado. This
publication is the most pretentious
example of boosterism of the state this
writer found . With a heavy green cover
embossed with gold leaf, each page has
romantic pictures of attractive places en~
hanced by drawings of flowers and but~
terflies and fishing lines and pastoral
scenes with clouds artistically underlying
the print in subtle colors. The verbiage
surpassed the design:
11

"Oh, the unspeakable charm of the moun,
tains! The sense of freedom, the buoyancy
of spirit, the relief from care, which are
found in communion with this bounteous
gift of Providence to man. As long as the
world stands men will tum to the moun,
tains for inspiration in all that is good and
true. The man or woman who has not
bathed in life,inspiring sunlight and
atmosphere of the Rockies has missed one
of the most enduring charms of existence.'' 5
How could one resist!
Around the turn of the century refer~
ences to Bear Creek Canyon, Mt. Evans
and Evergreen begin to appear in news~
papers and other promotional materials.
The Colorado Road, an April1899 publi~
cation of the Colorado & Southern Rail~
way lists Evergreen as one of the ((Towns
reached by stage from Colorado &
Southern Railway stations ... from Mor~
rison, 11 miles to Evergreen."6
A description of Bear Creek Canyon in
the Denver Sunday Times, July, 1990,
reads, "the beauty of the canyon lies in its
view of the Rockies, for nowhere in the
mountains is it possible to obtain such a
panorama of the range ... Mt. Evans,
whose hoary head is perpetually crowned
with snow, rockribbed and ancient in the
sun." The article continues, ((An orator
in praising the beauties of Colorado, with
a wave of his hand toward Mount Evans
and its associated peaks remarked that tit
is hard to tell where Colorado leaves off
and heaven begins. The sunsets are gor~
geous ... the flowers grown here in grea~
test profusion and variety-the colum~
bine, the wild tiger lily, the lady slipper
and all of the more common variety of
flowers seem each to vie with the other as
to which can grow to the greatest perfec~
tion of color. " 7 The language of the era
was flowery and romantic, but descrip~
tions such as this must have been a stimu~
lus that sparked the coming of the summer
tourist to the area.
In July, 1901, the Denver Republican
reported in its section, ((Mountain
Summer Resorts (Evergreen)," nthe
fourth was a beautiful day and Bear Creek
was thronged with visitors from Denver,
Idaho Springs and other localities. There
was never before such a large display of
fireworks which extended all along the
creek for a distance of 5 or 6 miles. The
arrivals at hotels and cottages have been
quite numerous and with those already

here give us quite a large population." In
the same issue a separate article said,
((Troutdale is fast becoming populated
and the coming week will see nearly all the
cabins occupied." The article reported
guests from Denver and from St. Louis,
Oklahoma City, Kansas City, Chicago,
Pittsburgh and Salt Lake City, evidence
that the early tourists came from beyond
the boundaries of the state as well as from
Denver and other parts of Colorado. 8 The
Bear Creek area was not only mentioned
in newspaper columns but also adver~
tisements appeared in newspapers after
the turn of the century touting the virtues
of Troutdale (The Denver Times, August
24, 1903) calling it the ((prettiest summer
resort in Colorado."
The greatest impetus to the develop~
ment of Bear Creek Canyon and Ever~
green as a center of tourism was the acqui~
sition by the City of Denver of thousands
of acres in the mountain west of Denver
and the creation of the unique and spec~
tacular system of mountain parks. In
1912 the City of Denver provided for a
Mountain Park tax levy and Denver began
purchasing and condemning land. By
1920 Denver had acquired more than 3. 7
million acres in which they built a road
system and constructee shelter houses,
pump houses, outdoor picnic and camp~
ing facilities. 9
Bear Creek Canyon and Evergreen
were a major attraction of the park sys~
tern. Bear Creek Canyon was part of the
((Circle Trip" which took motorists from
Denver over the "Lariat Trail" snaking
aroudn Lookout Mountain up to Genesse
Park, Bergen Park and into Evergreen at
Dedisse Park, through Bear Creek Canyon
past Denver Mountain parks-Corwina,
O'Fallon, Little, Starbuck (home of the
Denver Automobile Club) and Red Rocks
Park into Morrison and back into Denver.
This was a very popular route for motor~
ists and Evergreen thrived with the influx

4 ''Promoting Colorado: The Pia yground of America''
Colorado Heritage , vol. 3, 1987, p. 13.
; T.E. Fisher, Picturesque Colorado, Colorado &
Southern Railway, 1900, Jefferson County Historical
Society.
6 Colorado & Southern Railway, "The Colorado
Road", map, 1899. (JCHS).
7 Derwer Sunday Times, July 29, 1900.
~ Dem•cr Republican, July 7, 190 1, p. 17.
°City of Denver, Denver Municipal Facts, April/ May,
1920, p. 3-9.
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of visitors. During the teens and twenties,
Denver Municipal Facts routinely had
beautifully designed articles about the
Denver Mountain Parks system always
accompanied by handsome black and
white photographs of the parks, roads,
vistas, facilities and pictures ofDenverites
fishing, picnicking, viewing the sites and
driving on what was then a very adequate
roadway system. Bear Creek Canyon was
always a star in these articles.
Denver Municipal Facts, April, 1918,
features Bear Creek in its section on
Denver Mountain Parks, "This is the
favorite region of the camper and pic,
nicker, because of the abundant water
and shade, the grassy nooks and willow,
fringed retreats suitable for tents, and the
free fishing privilege. The city annually
stocks this stream with 300,000 trout for
the pleasure of its citizens and visitors.
The lower reaches of the creek are shut in
by wild and rocky canon walls. Along the
sides for miles are log cabins, many of
elaborate and costly design. Bear Creek
holds one of the most picturesque moun,
tain home colonies in America, and
numbers summer residents from as far
east as the Allegheneys. "10
A black and white booklet, Come Up to
Colorado, published by the Denver Tour,
ist Bureau (circa 1920) featured the
Denver Mountain parks and the section
"How to Get There" pictured rugged
Bear Creek Canyon and included men,
tion of "Troutdale and Evergreen, offer,
ing hotel facilities" calling Bear Creek
Canyon "picturesque." Th~ trip from
Denver through Golden, Mountain Parks
and back through Evergreen and Morri,
son, "Round Trip, four hours; $5.00
each in 7,passenger car; motor coach,
$4.00." 11
The growing popularity of the auto,
mobile in the twenties and accompanying
improvement in roads provoked an inter,
est in automobile day excursions into the
mountains. To cater to the automobile
tourist, the Denver Tourist Bureau pro,
duced maps annually which promoted
trips into the mountains surrounding
Denver: "In and Out of Denver-Road
Maps of various delightfulauto trips, use,
fu1 and dependable information on Denver
'In and Out.' In one hour over concrete
road the visitor is in Denver's beautiful
Mountain Parks, traveling over good

13

roads, thru canons and over mountain
tops. " 12 Evergreen was a destination
promoted and included in these maps.
The railroads acknowledged the im,
portance of the automobile to the growth
of tourism and promoted their rail lines
to get tourists to Colorado and showed
the possibilities, once arrived, to see
much more of the state by automobile. A
very handsome brochure, Colorado
Summer, produced by the Santa Fe Rail,
road in the 1920s expounds on the beau,
ties of Colorado calling it "the cool
summer playground of the sky ... When
hot weather comes up from the south, the
snowy peaks of the Colorado Rockies are
a lure which it is well,nigh impossible to
resist . . . The pictures herein tell their
own story of outing joys-autoing, fish,
ing, camping, golf, and the like." The
brochure contains several pictures of
autoing in Bear Creek Canyon and view,
ing Mt. Evans from the canyon. 13
The Denver Mountain Parks attracted
a huge number of visitors. Denver Munici,
pal Facts reports that records kept during
June, July and August of 1917 show that
the total number of visitors passing
through the Bear Creek gateway between
the hours of sunrise and sunset in auto,
mobiles was 303,882 and an estimated
750,000 people visited the Mountain
Parks in 1923. 14 During that same year
(1923) visitors to Mesa Verde counted a
mere 4,251 and to Rocky Mountain
National Park, 219,164.1 5
The building of the elegant new
Troutdale,in,the,Pines resort hotel in
1920 propelled Evergreen into the national
spotlight as a premier summer resort area.
The resort was developed by Harry Sidles,
wealthy Nebraskan, who six years earlier
built his own summer home, Rippling
Waters, on Upper Bear Creek. In 1916,
he and other investors purchased several
hundred acres on each side of the creek
which were platted into hundreds of
homesites for summer cottages. The pur,
chase of the Troutdale resort property,
which at that time was a collection of
rustic log cabins surrounding a manmade
lake, and the development of the new
hotel building was the focal point of the
planned resort community.
As the great structure rose out of the
rocks in 1919,1920, residents and vis,
itors sensed the uniqueness of the site.

The huge rock building orignally had 100
rooms, but an addition in the late 20s
increased the capacity to 300. Inside the
hotel was a luxury lobby, the famous
Rainbow Ballroom, a huge dining room,
billiard room, barber shop, bakery and
every other convenience guests desired,
including an elevator. Supposedly de,
signed by noted architect Addison Mizner,
and made of native stone and wood,
Troutdale was built "to disturb nature as
little as possible. " 16
The earliest promotional brochure for
Troutdale described it as "Colorado's
newest and finest modern mountain
resort." The twelve page brochure, hand
colored in vivid, romantic hues described
the elegance and comfort of the hotel and
the breathtaking beauty of the surround,
ing countryside 7 500 feet above sea level.
Many promotional brochures followed
this very early one, though none came
close to its elegance and charm. From
1920 until after World War II, Evergreen
was not mentioned without reference to
Troutdale in the same breath. Troutdale
and Evergreen, for a few brief years in the
20s, 30s and 40s had their moments of
glory.
Apparently feeling quite smug about
the success ofTroutdale and with names
such as Evans, Phipps, Mayo, Gates,
Cranmer and Bancroft painted on mail
boxes along Bear Creek, in the twenties
the community of Evergreen prepared its
own booklet praising the resort commun,
ity with descriptions such as "Evergreen
is the JEWEL in the crown of the Eastern
slope of the Rockies and it is destined to
be the 'Playground of the World'." On
the back cover of the publication, which
was called Evergreen: The Pu.radise of Bear
Creek Canyon, was a full page picture of
Troutdale, which was unquestionably the
jewel in Evergreen's crown. The picture

Denver Municipal Facts , April1918, p. 5.
Denver Tourist & Publicity Bureau, Come Up to
Colorado, circa 1920, p. 3-4, (]CHS).
IO
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12 Denver Tourist & Publicity Bureau, In and Out of
Denver, p. 54 (JCHS).
13
Santa Fe Railroad, Colorado Summer, circa 1920, p.

3.
Denver Municipal Facts, April1918, p. 5.
City of Denver, Municipal Facts , April/May, 1923,
p. 27 .
16 "Troutdale in the Pines" colored brochure, 12 pages,
circa 1920, Denver Public Library.
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Evergreen Brochure, rg2o, by the Evergreen Chamber of Commerce.
Courtesy of the Jefferson County Historical Society.
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used in the advertisement was one distributed widely as a colored postcard.
The couple in the foreground of the picture are reportedly Mr. and Mrs. Sidles
walking from Troutdale across the road
to their summer home.
Troutdale was not the only resort in
the Evergreen area. Several other attractive and popular resorts were built in the
first quarter of the century including the
Marshdale Lodge, Brook Forest Inn,
Bendemeer and Brookvale. Many exquisite private summer homes such as Greystone (built by Genevieve Phipps in
1916-1917 ); the summer home of George
Cranmer, Denver's Manager of Parks
(Singin' River Ranch); Rosedale Castle,
designed by J.B. Benedict for Paul and
Margery Reed Mayo in the early 1920's;
the summer home of Charles Gates; and
the Evans' Ranch were an indication of
the lure of the area.
With the damming of Bear Creek in
1927 and the creation of Evergreen Lake,
the community of Evergreen had a feature
that was unique and one that made Evergreen even more appealing as a tourist
destination. Municipal Facts reported in
1927 that ((A Mountain Lake is Being
Made to Order at Evergreen." In the
planning stages for several years, the writer states, ((Not only does the scenery at
this spot call for some water mirror-but
the place is ideally suited to the various
sports which the presence of a body of
water intensifies ... During the summer
months the lake at Evergreen will be used
for boating, fishing and picnicking, while
in the winter months ice skating, skiing
and tobogganing will be popular sports,
the Evergreen Lake makes another link in
plans to bring many events as close to
Denver as possible .. . Even more than
ease of access the scenery about Evergreen makes it one of those delightful
places that never palls through familiarity." Built on a natural lake site on land
purchased from the pioneer Dedisse family, uthe shores of this beautiful lake so
created should be made one of the great
show places of America." 17
With Dedisse Park hugging its shore
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and a fine golf course with rustic octagonal shaped clubhouse just to the west of
the lake, one of the many structures
designed by well-known Denver architect
J.B. Benedict that dotted the Denver
Mountain Parks, the area promised to
have a little of everything for the visitor.
Evergreen Lake never became the ((showplace of America" but through the years
the lake has been an enduring attraction
and a symbol of the high esteem others
had for the beauty of the area. The most
recognizable feature of Evergreen, locals
and visitors alike still flock to the lake in
the winter for an afternoon of ice skating,
and fishermen and walkers crowd the
shores in summer. An exquisite log structure, a smaller version of the great log
palaces built in the previous century in
National Parks, was built in 1993 by the
Evergreen Parks and Recreation District
on the west edge of the lake. The building
of the new Lake House and the dredging
of the lake and upgrading the area around
the lake, including the construction of a
serpentine boardwalk across an environmentally delicate wetlands, has renewed
local interest in the area.
Postcards were a very visible part of the
promotion of tourism in the Evergreen
area in the first half of this century. The
collections of postcards at the Hiwan
Homestead Museum in Evergreen and
those at the Steven Hart Library at the
Colorado Historical Society reveal that
the most popular subjects promoted on
postcards of the area were Troutdale-inthe-Pines, Bear Creek Canyon and the
Evergreen Lake and Dam. There are
scores of examples representing each of
these subjects. Postcards of the 1920s
were generally tinted, brightly colored
(not natural colors) with very fetching
captions on the backside, i.e., ((Bear
Creek is the most noted and popular
canon trip to the west of Denver. It is
filled with summer cottages and resorts,
but still fine parks have been reserved for
the public to camp and picnic along the
stream." Another reading, ((Within an
hour's ride from the skyscrapers of Denver
is picturesque Bear Creek Canon with its

whispering pines and singing torrents,
walled in by mountain skyscrapers and
dotted with flower carpeted picnic spots.''
A 1925 postcard with a lovely picture
of Troutdale reads, ((Troutdale-in-thePines is Colorado's newest and finest
modern Mountain resort-is located just
thirty miles west of Denver in Bear Creek
Canyon in the heart of Denver's Mountain Parks and possesses a distinctive
charm which is apparent the moment you
enter the grounds. The roads leading to
and from Troutdale are the finest to be
found anywhere." One postcard calls it
((the most pretentious hotel in the Mountain Parks, and one of the finest resort
hotels in the United States." Another
reads, ((Troutdale-in-the-Pines is in the
Denver Mountain Park Region, 2 7 miles
from Denver. In one of the most beautiful
settings in the country, it attracts thousands of visitors yearly."
Describing Evergreen, ((EVERGREEN,
a charming mountain resort lying in Bear
Creek Canon, besides being the hub of
the Denver Mountain Parks System has
also become one of the most attractive
points with the construction of a splendid
concrete dam which backs up the waters
of Bear Creek to form a large and beautifullake spreading out between the wooded
hills. " 18 A check in the local drugstore
recently found only two postcards with
Evergreen subjects in a rack of nearly fifty
different cards promoting sites in
Colorado.
After World War II Evergreen began
dwindling as a tourist center. The beauty
of the area had not changed, so what were
the reasons contributing to the reduced
role of tourism in the area? What happened to tourism and what happened to
Evergreen in the decades following the
war?
During the war with gas rationing and
more serious distractions, people did not
have the luxury of long summer vacations. Troutdale did not open during the
17 City

of Denver, Denver MunicipalFacts , ]unel ]uiy ,

1927.
18 Jefferson County Historical Society Post Card
Collection.

summers of 1943 and 1944 and other
local resorts followed suit or opened on a
limited basis.
According to Mcintosh and Goeldner
in their monograph Tourism Principles,
Practices, Philosophies "One of the most
significant events in America's travel his,
tory is the amount of travel done by ser,
vicemen and women during World War
II." The authors say that the extensive
travel domestic and foreign, undertaken
by U.S. Military personnel, brought a
broader perspective of what our country
and the rest of the world had to offer
visitors. Following the war, a large increase
in travel occurred with the lifting of gaso,
line rationing and the improvement of
other modes of travel such as air, rail and
bus.l9
With the sophistication of the travel,
ling public, overseas travel becoming more
available, and new attractions luring the
U.S. tourist, Evergreen and its quiet,
simple offerings became less attractive as
a summer destination. Also with the
widespread introduction of air,con,
ditioning, many places that had previously
been unbearable in the summer, such as
Arizona and Las Vegas, offered new and
different attractions for vacationers. In
Colorado the ski industry blossomed and
winter vacations became trendy. With
Evergreen off the beaten track, the ski
enthusiast headed west from Denver never
giving a nod to Evergreen. Promotional
brochures during this post,war era, likely
in an attempt to lure tourists to the area
and knowing the visitor demanded more
diversity, listed many attractions beyond
Evergreen, but easy to visit for the day,
such as Garden of the Gods, Central City,
Estes Park, Seven Falls, etc ..
Something else happened. As tourism
declined, Evergreen became a year round
residence for a growing number of peo,
ple. The opening of Interstate 70 in 1965
provided easy access to and from Denver
from Evergreen and other mountain
communities. Many of the people who
had visited the mountain parks, skated on
the lake, or spent a week at Troutdale,in,
the,Pines, chose to make Evergreen their
home. Similar descriptions of the area

that were used 50 or 60 years ago to
promote Evergreen as a desirable summer
retreat are now being used to attract year,
round citizens. A 1993 advertisement for
a local real estate development seen in the
Canyon Courier asks readers, ((What
brought you to the mountains? Close
your eyes and try to recall that far away
dream to getaway from it all. To find that
place with friends or alone where your
spirit's at peace and you're finally at
home." A handsome color booklet pro,
duced by the Evergreen Chamber of
Commerce in 1993 is filled with romantic
images of life in the area, one ad saying,
((The best part of Denver is the view from
Evergreen . . . No one should buy a home
in Denver without first seeing Evergreen.
You might miss what you came to Colo,
rado for.' '20
Evergreen was part of the phenomenal
growth of the Front Range since World
War II. According to author Gleaves
Whitney " .. . another reason it (Front
Range) is bursting with growth is that its
climate is milder than either the snowy
mountains to the west or the windswept
plains to the east ... the area characteristi,
cally has both warm days in winter and
cool nights in summer, which is a delight
in any land. Moreover, most of its cities
bask in the sunshine at least 250 days a
year . .. " 21
The population of Evergreen mush,
roomed in the 1960s and 1970s and that
trend has continued. ((5,000 in the
summer and 500 in the winter," was the
saying about Evergreen for many years.22
The Evergreen Chamber of Commerce
reports population of the Evergreen area
for 1990 is more than 19,000. 23 The fact
that there are limited jobs in the area
suggests that residents live in Evergreen
for the quality of lifestyle, a lifestyle that
was conceived in the early years of tour,
ism in the area.
People moved to the area for the same
reasons that people for many years came
to visit-the beauty and serenity of the
surroundings. With increasing popula,
tion, numerous housing developments
sprung up, and today parts of the Ever,
green area look more like a suburb than a

small mountain community. But there are
also well,planned areas that blend beauti,
fully with the surroundings. Evergreen
even has a traffic problem. The main light
at the center of town creates a backlog of
cars morning and evening when commu,
ters are coming and going. At times the
past appears to be engaged in battle with
the inevitability of the future.
What about those attractions that
promised to make Evergreen the ((Play,
ground of theW orld?" Denver Mountain
Parks are not the gems they used to be.
Reduced budgets and personnel cuts have
resulted in neglect, with historic shelter
houses in poor repair and few visitors
utilizing them compared to their glory
days. During the warm months locals and
Denverites use the parks, but mydiad
alternative mountain attractions lure
them elsewhere.
Troutdale, long a crumbling ruin, shut
its doors to guests for the final time in
1962 but continued to fascinate residents
for many years. For three decades the
local paper has kept residents informed
on potential development plans, none of
which ever materialized, and in early
1994 it fell victim of the wrecking ball.
Perpetually a hangout for local youth
around Halloween, the remnant of the
once proud resort was the backdrop for
the filming of a trailer for a horror movie
a few months before its final inglorious
demise.
There are still flatlanders who retreat to
Evergreen for the week~nd and stay in
one of the small, unpretentious cabins
along Bear Creek that offer room for the
night or the week. The Davidson Lodge
and Highland Haven are two small, quiet
motels that recall another time. A few of
the homes on Upper Bear Creek are

20 Et~ergreen, Colorado, Evergreen Chamber of Commerce, 1993, p. 16.
2 1 Gleaves Whitney, Colorado Front Range: A Landscape Divided. Boulder, Johnson Books, p. 127.
22 James King, Ph.D., Former employee of Troutdalein-the-Pines, resident of Evergreen, personal interview,
October 1993.
23 Evergreen Chamber of Commerce, Creative Publishing Co., Evergreen, CO.
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closed during the winter and their owners
from the midwest or Texas return May
through September to spend summers in
the cool beauty of the area, but this is the
exception. Most older homes have been
winterized for year-round occupancy.

Perhaps the most famous attraction in
Evergreen these days is the Little Bear, the
local honky tonk which attracts young
and old from near and far with loud
music, big burgers and cold beer.
As a mecca of tourism, these scenes are

a far cry from the glory days of the first
four decades of this century. Tourism had
its time, now it is part of history.
Where have all the tourists gone? They
live here.

EMERGENCIES

dation (damage due to light exposure),
less change in moisture content and greater
stability.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
(continued from page r)

in RH by losing and gaining moisture. As
RH rises, they absorb water and begin to
swell. When the RH decreases, they
respond by losing moisture and contracting. It is more important to maintain stable climate conditions than to be overly
concerned about maintaining a specific
RH, barring extremes. It is the stress
caused by constant fluctuation that endangers the material. In an unstable
environment, library materials are constantly expanding and contracting, which
weakens their structure. Evidence of this
type of damage may be cockling paper,
flaking or cracked photograph emulsions,
and warped book covers. Vellum and
parchment are very susceptible to this
type of damage.

RH EXTREMES/HIGH
Collections stored where RH measures
65% are susceptible to mold outbreaks
and insect infestations. High moisture
content also contributes to the formation
of acid in paper and hastens deterioration. Moisture is very quick to accumulate in an object and very slow to disperse.
That's why water disasters can cause long
term recovery problems.
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Wet books need immediate treatment.
Freezing wet materials is the quickest way
to stabilize them. Mold spores are always
in the air, waiting for a warm, moist
environment to grow in. Respond before
this happens (approximately 48 hours ). If
the emergency is small, wet books can be
stood up on end and air dried in an open,
well-ventilated space. Controlled exposure to sunlight will stop small mold
growths. Most important: get the environment under control , and segregate
moldy books from the rest of the collection until you are sure they are clean and
dry. Mold spreads fast.

RH EXTREMES/LOW
Collections stored where the RH measures below 25% are apt to be more
vulnerable to damage when handled, but
this is not necessarily a cause for alarm. In
fact, recent research documents the advantages of 30% RH vs. 45% RH, the
traditionally advised optimum. This is
good news for Colorado and other arid
climes. Advantages include: Slower absorption of pollutants, less photodegra-

LIGHT
Exposure to light accelerates the deterioration of all organic materials, including paper, photographs, leather, and textiles. Light exposure leads to weakening
of fibers, in addition to fading or yellowing, and causes inks and dyes to change
color or fade. Light damage is cumulative
and irreversible. This means an object
exposed to low light for a long period of
time is damaged just as much as an object
exposed to strong light for a shorter
period. Ultraviolet (UV) is the most
damaging light wave in the spectrum; sunlight and fluorescent light are high in UV.
In Colorado, with its great weather and
high altitude , extremely high UV levels
are a fact of life and a constant danger to
collections as well as to people. The less
direct light, the better. If exposure to light
cannot be minimized, UV filters are available for specific applications.
(continued on page r8)

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
(continued from page r 7)

POLLUTANTS
In the home library, particulate pollutants (dust, crumbs, etc) are usually more
of a problem than gaseous pollutants.
Particulates are abrasive and also attract
vermin. A clean library will discourage
vermin who look to starch and cellulose
after eating the food that attracted them
in the first place. Dusty books should be
cleaned before opening to prevent dust
from falling into the textblock. Hold the
book tightly closed while removing it
from the shelf. To dust, tip the book
foreedge down. Using a cloth treated to
pick up dust (One-Wipes are good),
draw the cloth across the head of the
book from the spine to the foreedge .
Then dust the rest of the outside of the
book. Do not rub. Books stored in a

bookcase should be shelved spine out.
Lining book shelves with polyester (an
inert, transparent plastic) will preclude
any problems with wooden or painted
shelves.

HANDLING AND REPAIR
OF VALUABLE MATERIALS
Less is more-always! Particularly fragile or valuable items should be placed in
a protective enclosure to minimize exposure to light, as well as dust, pollutants,
and handling, and left alone. Restrain any
impulse to "fix them up" which will
devalue the piece. Oversize books or documents should be stored flat whenever
possible. 1
1 Colorado Preservation Alliance. "Is Your Collection
Dying on che Shelf?" Karen Jones, June 1995.
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