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ON THE COVER
HAZEL LUCIA HUMPHREY ( 1917-1995)
Historian, Volunteer,Patriot
Hazel Humphrey was born January 17, 1917 in Denver, the only child of
L.E.Humphrey, a native of Vermont and a newspaper man of distinction. Hazel's
mother, Hazel Hammer, was born in Chicago, the daughter of a prominent judge.
Hazel Humphrey and her parents moved to theE vergreen, Colorado area in 1922. Mr.
Humphrey began his career as Head of the Copy Desk for the Rocky Mountain News.
Hazel attended a one room country school near Evergreen, and also received private
tutorship from a teacher who rode her horse to Hazel's -house every day. Hazel later
attended the University of Denver Art School which concluded her formal education.
Hazel's commitment to Jefferson County began at an early age. She continued to
live in the original old log home after her parents died. She joined the Mount Lookout
Chapter of the National Daughters of the American Revolution after proving the
existence of thirteen ancestors who served in the Revolutionary War. She also joined
the National Society of Colonial Dames of the 17th Century since her ancestors came
to America in the 1630's. Her ancestors gave her membership rights to Court of
Honor, which recognizes ancestors of officers who served in the War of 1812; Denver
Area Chapter of the Freedom Foundation at Valley Forge; and the National Society
of Daughters of the Founders and Patriots of America.
Hazel was active in Jefferson County politics for twenty seven years. She was a
precinct committee woman for twelve years and attended the Republican National
Convention in San Francisco in 1956. She was President six years of two different
Republican women's clubs in Jefferson County. Hazel was a past president of the
Colorado Coordinating Council of Women's Organizations, a group composed of
representatives o the majority of Colorado women.
Hazel Humphrey was past president of the Mountain Parks Women's Club and
Evergreen Women's Club, and past president of the Evergreen Philatelic. Society..
Hazel co-founded the Jefferson County Historical Society in 1974 whiCh today 1s
housed in the Hiwan Homestead Museum in Evergreen. She was a charter appointee
to the Jefferson County Historical Commission in 197 4 and helped plan the County's
contribution to the Nation's bicentennial celebration. Her contributions to the
preservation of Jefferson County's history are many. Even her home near Evergreen
has been placed on the National Register ofHistoric Places. In 1984 Hazel Humphrey
was selected to the prestigious Jefferson County Hall of Fame.
Hazel Humphrey died in January of 1995.

HOME OF CHAMPIONS
By: Robert j. Olson (1994 1st Place Winner in the History Writer's Award Contest)
Home ofChampions!That is what the
banner reads above the gym floor at
Wheat Ridge High School. To the casual
observer, this may refer to the recent
( 1991) Class 5-A state championship the
school won. To those who follow the
school's athletic teams, it may refer to a
string of state championship and nearchampionship teams in the 1960s and
70s. And to old timers, it recalls the
earlier glory days of the 1940s. Wheat
Ridge has won more than its share of
basketball championships since they
started keeping "official records" back in
the 1920s. 1
The game of basketball is over a century old. For over 90 years the game has
been played at one particular Jefferson
County high school.This school has

amassed many state championships and
over 30 league championships. From a
few years after the game came to Colorado as an activity of the Young Mens
Christian Association (YMCA), Wheat
Ridge High School has played the game
of basketball. Some teams have been
better than others, but there has always
been a strong winning tradition.
This article covers the early years of
basketball in Wheat Ridge. From its introduction at the turn of the century, to
formal competition beginning in 1904,
to several "state championships," the
Wheat Ridge High School was considered one of the premier teams in the first
two decades of this century.
Education has deep roots in Wheat
Ridge. Settled in 1859 by farmers who

got their wealth from the soil not the gold
fields, the earliest school in the area was
the WolffSchool near West 50th Avenue
and Allison Street. Begun in 1862 or
1863, it was built as a subscription school
until tax money could be collected to pay
the teacher. A separate school district was
formed in 1867 and school houses built
in 1868, 1874, 1889 and 1897. 2
1
The Colorado High School Activities Association recognizes champions only since 1922.
It has recognized Wheat Ridge boys basketball
teams as state champions in 1944, 1953, 1963,
1968 and 1991.

2

Information on Wolff School published in
Arvada Historical Society, Waters of Gold, p. 8
and Robert Olson, "Public Education in Wheat
Ridge", Historically Jeffco, Summer 1992, pp. 18.

Dr. ]ames W . Ellison with the Wheat Ridge High School Basketball team. This team played the first game that an actual score was kept,
February r , 1907. Wheat Ridge 32, Golden, 26. Photo courtesy of Wheat Ridge Historical Society.
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When a high school was created in
1897, there were only 40 public high
schools in the entire state offering education past the eighth grade. The school
started small (less than 25 students), but
grew rapidly so that by 1904 there were
60 students. 3
The person behind the creation of
Wheat Ridge High School was Dr. James
W. Ellison, a young educator from Ohio
who came west in the depression year of
1893 to take the job of principal at a rural
four-room school five miles west of Denver in the Clear Creek Valley agricultural
area known as Wheat Ridge. 4
A few years after he came to Wheat
Ridge, Ellison started a high school whose
first graduate, Chester Wolff, completed
his course in 1900. 5 Ellison continued
his formal education at the University of
Denver. He holds one of the earliest
earned doctorate degrees from the institution at a time when very few such
degrees were offered anywhere in the vast
Rocky Mountain region. While at the
University of Denver, he met another
young educator studying to become a
physician. He was Dr. James Naismith, a
Canadian who emigrated to Springfield,
Massachusetts. Dr. Naismith was working at the Springfield YMCA in the winter of 1891 when he was asked to
develop an indoor winter sports program.
Naismith used a gymnastics floor and
attached two peach baskets, one at each
end. He used a soccer ball and divided
the participants into two teams. The
game he invented was basketball. His
new invention spread rapidly and had
already reached Denver when he enrolled at the Gross School of Medicine in
1897. He was also associated with the
YMCA in Denver and taught basketball
there. 6
Naismith had a profound influence
on Dr. Ellison, who would spend a lifetime embracing Dr. Naismith's gameboth as a coach and as an official. He
embodied the ideal of the dean-playing,
hard-driving devotee of the game.
Prior to 1904 students at Wheat Ridge
School played basketball as a schoolyard
game on the small wind-swept playground
west and north of the two-story red brick
school house at West 38th Avenue at

3

about present-day Teller Street. In 1905
the home court for Wheat Ridge High
School was the Berkeley Armory located
at4437West38thAvenue. The Berkeley
Armory was only two miles from the
High School. Without a gymnasium at
the school, the Wheat Ridge team practiced and played their home games in the
fairly new Colorado militia armory across
the street from Elitch Gardens amusement park. Built as an engine house for
the West End Street Railroad company
in 1899 it became an armory\gymnasium
just after 1900. The engine house was
converted into an arena in which all types
of events were held- boxing, political
rallies, fund raisers, and basketball games.
The first floor consisted of a large empty
space with basketball hoops hung on
either end. Two pot bellied stoves provided heat. The Armory hosted as many
as twelve amateur basketball teams, including Wheat Ridge, who played their
home games in the crude gym. While
playing at the Armory, the home team
had a definite advantage. "Long shots"
were limited by the 11 foot ceiling. Tall
players had to watch out for the lights
that hung down from the ceiling. Everyone had to watch for the strange bounces
the ball would take after hitting the water

pipes that lined the ceiling and walls. The
home team knew how to play around
these obstacles.
One man who played for Wheat Ridge
High School in the early days is Clark
Stone. Mr. Stone describes the Berkeley
Armory as an open building where spectators lined the wall, trying to stay near
the stove which provided heat for the
building. It still stands today at the cornerofWest38thAvenueand Utica Street.
It has been an automobile garage since
the 1920s.
Although this building would seem
woefully inadequate for today's high
school basketball team, it was truly the
best place to play basketball in the city.
3
Annual Report of the County Superintendent of Schools, Jefferson County, for the years
1897-1904.

4

Olson, loc cit, p. 7.

5

Wheat Ridge Historical Committee, History of Pioneer Wheat Ridge pp. 10-11.
6

James Ellison met James Naismith while
both were enrolled in Denver Colleges. Both were
active in YMCA work. How closely the two men
worked together cannot be documented. Ellison
respected Naismith greatly and worked his entire
lifetime to emulate Naismith's basic premise that
sports builds character. They shared a common
view of character development in general and
basketball coaching in particular.

Merkl's Automotive at 4437 W. 38th Avenue. This building was the Berkeley Armory built in
r8g8 and served as Wheat Ridge High School's home basketball court from 1905-I9I9.

Other high schools played in barns, some
played out-of-doors (in January and February!). Even the YMCA gym in 1908
was smaller than Berkeley Armory. Wheat
Ridge High School played all its home
games there until 1920.7
In 1904 Dr. Ellison organized the
high school boys into a team which competed against other teams. The teams of
that day were primarily YMCA teams,
although some colleges had teams and
some high schools may also have had
teams. There were no formal leagues and
no formal championships. We know from
later accounts that Wheat Ridge High
School was a very successful team from
the outset. With no leagues or championships, many successful teams claimed
a "state championship."
As the team won more and more games
and won by larger and larger margins,
word spread near and far of the "farmer
boys" from Wheat Ridge. Their 1908
loss to the powerful Greeley High School
team in a game billed as the "State championship" did much to solidify their status as a leading contender at a time when
high school enrollment was only 75. 8
The idea ofbasketball as a game spread
primarily by word of mouth. The Denver daily newspapers rarely reported any
basketball news prior to about 1915.
Their "news" was baseball off-season
gossip and boxing and racing stories.
Even college basketball rarely rated more
than a brief notice. In addition, Wheat
Ridge did not have a home-town newspaper to act as a "booster" for the local
team. The only exception was 1913-15
when District Judge Samuel W. Johnson
owned the Wheat Ridge News. The Arvada
papers, especially the Sun did cover Wheat
Ridge affairs and the basketball team got
spotty coverage during the first two decades of this century. 9
The game of basketball in the early
years would be barely recognized to the
modern observer. Until relatively recent
times, the game was defense oriented.
T earns worked several minutes to position themselves for an open shot at the
basket. T earnwork was the key to success.
Passing and set formations were repeated
over and over before a shot was even
attempted. Although a tall player could

have an impact on the outcome of the
game, small players still had a much
greater opportunity than in today' s "game
of giants." The other thing that has
changed is the physical facility in which
the game is played. The court was smaller
and the size of the building in which the
game was played increased markedly. 10

THE FIRST DECADE
The first game for which an actual
score has been identified was the February 1, 1907 game between Wheat Ridge
and Golden High Schools. Wheat Ridge
won 32 to 26. This was the only result of
that season thus far discovered. 11 The
1907-08 season was a successful one based
on later reports, although results of individual games have not been preserved.
OnMarch 13, 1908WheatRidgeplayed
at Greeley High School in a game played
for the "state championship." Greeley
won 31 to 27. Greeley had the oldest
public high school in the state, and it was
the pride of a community that took education very seriously. Already Greeley
High School was beginning to create its
own long-standing basketball traditions. 12
Only two other game results are
known. Wheat Ridge High School split
two games with the Colorado School of
Mines. To the reader of the 1990s the
Colorado School of Mines seems hardly
an all-powerful foe. But in 1907-08 the
Colorado School of Mines not only won
the Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference (Colorado School of Mines, Colorado University, University of Denver
and Colorado "Aggies") but contended
for the national championship. After
decisively winning this title, the School
of Mines went on to claim the title of
intercollegiate champions of all colleges
west of the Missouri Valley, then the
hotbed of college basketball.
A game with Kansas University to
determine a national champion could
not be arranged. Wheat Ridge High
School beat the Miners early in the season. 13 A subsequent rematch was won by
the Miners 55 to 21, one of the few
defeats suffered by the team from Wheat
Ridge High School. 14 The Colorado Transcript in its pre-game write-up mentions

a detail which helps to document the very
early years of Wheat Ridge basketball,
when it states, "Wheatridge (sic) has held
the inter-scholastic championship for the
past four years." Of what league they
were "inter-scholastic champions" was
not stated. 15 The next two years results
went unreported in either the Golden,
Arvada or Denver newspapers, so it is
unknown how successful they were.
7
The nickname "Farmers" was not used
during the rime period covered by this paper. It
came into common usage some rime in the 1920's.
I r comes from the fact that the primary occupation
of most of rhe residents of the area was farming. In
the 1910's "farmers" or "farmer boys" was often
used in a negative or derogatory manner by opposing reams or in reports in the newspapers. It was
later turned into a positive moniker and is still
used despite the fact that there are few if any
"farmers " left in Wheat Ridge. Only a few schools,
notably Colorado Springs High School's use of
the nickname "Terrors" were common in the pre
1920 period.

Since the building, now known as Merkel's
Automotive, is still standing it is possible to get
some idea of irs dimensions from studying irs
current layout as a garage. The author is grateful to
Mr. Clark Stone for his description of the building. Mr. Stone first attended Wheat Ridge basketball games at the Berkeley Armory as a boy around
1910 when he went with his father by horse from
their home at West 26th Avenue and Kipling
Street. Stone played at the Berkeley Armory with
the 1911-1915 Wheat Ridge High School reams
and with the Wheat Ridge Athletic Club from
1916-1919.
8
Results of this game were reported in the
Denver Times, 3-14-1908. The final score was 31
to 27 in favor of Greeley.
9
Finding accurate, derailed information on
the results of specific games has been difficult.
Sometimes two newspapers reported different
scores for the same game. Often only a win or a loss
was reported.
10
Although the basic rules have remained
unaltered since 1891, the actual practice of the
game has changed dramatically. In early days the
playing court was wherever the home team could
arrange to play.Small size courts were only one
problem. Fans standing right next to the out-ofbounds lines was another problem. The primary
disadvantage of many basketball courts was low
ceilings. It was difficult to rent a hall with a high
ceiling. Beams, water and heating pipes with light
fixtures constantly got in the way in games played
during the first twenty years of the 21st Century.
11

Colorado Transcript, 2-7-1907, p. 8.

12

Denver Times, 3-14-1908.

13

Colorado Transcript 2-13-1908, p. 8.

14

Denver Times, 2-15-1908, p. 4.

15

Colorado Transcript, 2-13-1908, p.8.
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Then in theArvadaSunof]anuary20,
1911 the schedule for "the basket ball
league composed of Arvada, Brighton,
Wheatridge (sic) and Littleton High
schools" was published. Each school
played the others twice, once at home
and once away. Wheat Ridge won every
game for which a result is known except
for a loss February 17 at Littleton. The
scores were very one sided. For example,
on January 21 Wheat Ridge defeated
Littleton in a game played at the Berkeley
Armory 57 to 19. Two weeks later Arvada
high school fell 81 to 8, also at the
Berkeley Armory "gym". Wheat Ridge
won a non-league game 32 to 19 that was
played at Central City on a bye week. 16
Since Wheat Ridge and Littleton tied
for the league lead, a playoff game was
scheduled for March 11 at the YMCA
gym in Denver. This game was won by
Wheat Ridge 30 to 23. The Littleton
Independent states that the game was for
the "state championship," which is unlikely since the Northern Conference
teams, Colorado Springs High School
Terrors, and Denver public schools were
not involved. At the conclusion of the
game, Wheat Ridge was presented with a
silver cup signifying its victory. The Colorado Transcriptreports that "Wheat Ridge
made 250 points in the league while
Littleton made 186." Their respective
won-loss records and their opponent's
points were not given. 17
The .1911-12 season is the first time
the players' names are mentioned in the
newspaper. 18 When Wheat Ridge High
School played the "Boulder Preps"
(Boulder's high school) in early February, Ray West, Frank Petticrew, K.
Waltermire, Fred Bunger, Jr. and Les
Davis played. 19
The team was undefeated until February 15 when the squad was split in order
to play both Castle Rock and Fort Morgan High Schools. Both Wheat Ridge
teams lost. The Fort Morgan score was a
lopsided 38 to 21. A crowd of500 watched
this game played in Fort Morgan. 20
The Arvada Enterprise reported that
the final game of the season would be
played between Arvada and Wheat Ridge
High Schools "for the state championship." Wheat Ridge won easily 53 to 12

5

The 1907 women's basketball team from Wheat Ridge High School. Even though women's team
scores were not readily published until 1920, Wheat Ridge still provided a women's team to play
before the men's game. Photo courtesy of the Wheat Ridge Historical Society.

in a game that probably determined the
league championship among the suburban high schools. 21 Other than a lateseason game at Eaton, there did not
appear to be any more games played this
year.
The 1912-13 season is the first one for
which complete results were published in
the local newspapers. Wheat Ridge was
11 wins and 5 defeats. Games were played
against suburban high schools, but also
three college games and four YMCA
games were reported. Among the lopsided scores were Wheat Ridge 65,
Littleton 15 at home (but Littleton won
49 to 21 at Littleton); Wheat Ridge 59,

Arvada 12; and Wheat Ridge 30, South
Denver 14. Wheat Ridge split against the
University of Denver and lost 50 to 27 to
the Colorado School of Mines. 22
16
Arvada Sun 1-20-1911 , p. 1; 1-27- 1911 ,
p. 1; Central City Register-Call2-1 0-1911; 2-171911,p.l.

17
Littleton Independent, 3-19-1911, p. 4; 317-1911 , p .1; Colorado T ranscripr 3-16-1911, p.

5.
18

Ibid.

19

Arvada Enterprise, 2-8-1912, p. 2.

10

Arvada Enterprise, 2-22-1912, p. 2.

21

Arvada Sun, 3-8-1912, p. 1.

-- Golden Globe, 3-8-191.3.

The Suburban High School League
appears to have consisted of Arvada,
Littleton and Wheat Ridge with the
UniversityofDenver Preps also probably
members since they seem to have played
each of the suburban high schools on a
home-away basis. Other than the Littleton
loss, Wheat Ridge won the remainder of
the games against the other schools listed
above.
At the start of the 1913-14 season
Ernie Wilmore was elected captain of the
team. 23 There is mention of two teams at
Wheat Ridge for the first time. The Wheat
Ridge Athletic Association played YMCA
teams in the Denver area. The Wheat
Ridge Junior Athletic Association was
the high school team. For the next decade, the newspapers would report the
results of"Wheat Ridge" games without
reference to the Athletic Association or
the high school.
An alumni team had been in action
since at least 1911-12, so the evolution
into a YMCA team seemed an outgrowth
of this team. With a highly successful
high school program for a decade, Wheat
Ridge had a large number of skilled players still interested in playing competitive
basketball. 24 Results of the 1913-14 season went generally unreported. However, Wheat Ridge did defeat Arvada 34
to 21 in a January 10 battle at Berkeley
Armory. 25

ORGANIZED COMPETITION
1914-1915
The 1914-15 Wheat Ridge team was
the most successful to date. The Suburban
Basketball League took a more organized
approach with a firm schedule of games
among six schools, although only four of
the teams were truly suburban. West
Denver High School, located near downtown Denver and the University of Denver Preparatory School, competed with
Littleton, Ertglewood,Arvadaand Wheat
Ridge. Golden did not compete. 26
Wheat Ridge got off to a fast start in
December, beating the University of
Denver Preps and Englewood. The
Englewood score is reported variously at
8 7-0 and 2 7-0. 27 Victories over Littleton
and Arvada followed. Wheat Ridge then
beat the Boulder Preps, 29 to 16. The

first round ended with a loss to West
Denver. 28
Arvada came on strong in the second
half of the season, and a late season
match-up between the two Jefferson
County teams appeared to be the decisive
game. Both teams were 8-2 in league
play. Wheat Ridge won the game by a
score of 36 to 21. The Denver Post reported_, ((the Wheatridge (sic) team won
by a knowledge of throwing baskets and
superior team work handed down to
them from "other generations. " 29
After the season a best-of-three series
was played between Wheat Ridge and
Brush High Schools for "the championship of northern and eastern Colorado."
Wheat Ridge beat Brush 27 to 19 at
Berkeley Armory and later again at Brush.
Wheat Ridge also beat the University of
Denver at the university's gym. By the
third weekend in March the team was
ready to take on the powerful Greeley
high school. To their surprise, Greeley
took a 12-0 lead that they built upon to
gain a 42-20 win. 30 It was one of the
largest margins ofdefeat for Wheat Ridge
in its first two decades of play.
Greeley was scheduled to play Trinidad
the next weekend but did not make the
long trip to the southern Colorado town.
Instead, the Wheat Ridge team went.
Trinidad was champion of southern
Colorado and New Mexico. Trinidad
was a large, prosperous city and one of
the largest in the state in 1915. The team
was powerful and the local newspaper,
the Trinidad Chronicle promised easy
victory for the home town boys. The
results, however, showed the small suburban school equal to the test: Wheat
Ridge 27, Trinidad 20. 31
The team traveled unescorted the entire distance. The Trinidad coach, John
Sinclair, commented that "they made a
decidedly favorable impression with our
people. " 32 He also took note of the fact
that they trained themselves. This was a
carryover from the tradition established
by Superintendent Ellison. Ellison, like
his idol Dr. Naismith, believed in a coach
who was in the background - guiding,
teaching but never interfering. In 191415 the "coach" was Superintendent
Clarence Shay.

The Wheat Ridge News reported after
the Trinidad game that the local school
"having won 22 or 24 games played"
were state champions. The team appears
to have actually lost three games, based
on earlier accounts. 33 But, whether two
or three losses, the results were dramatic.
It should be noted that the win over the
University ofDenver was one of only two
defeats the university suffered as it won
the intercollegiate championship in basketball for 1915.

23

Arvada Sun, 12-5-1913, p. 12.

24

Arvada Sun, 1-9-1914, p.10. The history
of the Wheat Ridge Athletic Association team is
not part of this study. They won the Rocky
Mountain Basketball League (YMCA) title in
191 7, 1918, 1920 and 1922.'
25 Wheat Ridge News, 1-14-1914, p. 1 reported score Wheat Ridge 34 and Arvada 21. The
Arvada Sun, 1-16-1914, p. 10 reported score as
Wheat Ridge 34 and Arvada 23.
26
Denver Post, 12- 13-1914, p. 4 Section 3
lists the teams in its Suburban Basketball League
standings.
27

Wheat Ridge News, 12-16-1914, p. 1 reported score Wheat Ridge 87 and Englewood 0.
The Denver Post, 12-13-1914, p. 4 Section 3
reported score Wheat Ridge 27 and Englewood 0.
28

Denver Post, 12-20-1914, p. 2 Section 3;
1-3-1915. p. 2 Section 3; 1-16-1915, p. 7. The
loss to West Denver is not reported but the change
in standings between January 17 and January 31
reflects a West Denver win and a Wheat Ridge
loss.
29

Denver Post, 2-14-1915. The Arvada Enterprise, 2-11-1915, p. 1 also has a rather detailed
report of this game.
30
Wheat Ridge News, 2-24-1915; 3-191915 , p. 1;ArvadaEnterprise, 3-11-1915, p.4; 318-1915 , p. 4;-and Greeley Tribune, 3-16-1915 ,

p. 6.
31
Trinidad Chronicle, various issues, March
1915. There was also a short notice in the Arvada
Enterprise, 3-25-1915 , p. 6 and a longer article in
the Wheat Ridge News, 3-26-1915, p. 1. Breakdown of scoring for Wheat Ridge; E. Coryman
(sic Corfman) 17 points, L. Stone 4, M. Bunger 6,
R. Horehead (sic Morehead) 2, and H . Bunger 0.
Trinidad's leading scorer was H. Mitchell with 10
points.
32

"A Letter of Congratulations", from John
Sinclair, coach ofTrinidad High School to C.H.
Shay, coach and superintendent ofWheat Ridge
schools, published in the Wheat Ridge News, 326-1915.
33

Wheat Ridge News, 3-26-1915, p. 1.
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BASKETBALL STATISTICS
1915-1916
The 1915,16 season is one of the years
for which complete records are available.
The Wheat Ridge team's score book, as
well as the team photograph, are preserved in the Wheat Ridge Historical
Society Library.
Lafayette, Louisville and Golden
joined the Suburban League; Englewood
did not compete. Wheat Ridge lost two
early-season games - on December 17
to Louisville by a 22 to 20 score and in
January Golden beat Wheat Ridge 19 to
15 at Golden. The rest of the games not
only resulted in victories for Wheat Ridge,
but the lopsided scores indicate the difference in competitiveness. There were
victories over Littleton 39 to 21, the
University of Denver Preps 60 to 9,
Arvada 62 to 17 and Lafayette 44 to 15. 34
A non-conference game was scheduled at Colorado Springs on February
11, 1916. Colorado Springs was not only
one of the largest high schools in the state
but a powerhouse going back to the
beginnings of interscholastic basketball.
They rarely lost to any team, high school,
college or amateur. In this game Wheat
Ridge won 45 to 44. The Arvada Enterprise reported that this was the Colorado
Springs Terrors first loss in seven years. 35
Six more wins ended the regular season for Wheat Ridge. More one-sided
games were played with a 75-19 win over
Louisville, a 75-9 win over West Denver
and a 65-7 win over Arvada. The only
low scoring game was an 8-6 win over the
UniversityofDenver Preps. In that game
the Preps led 6-4 at half time but failed to
score in the second half. 36
After the regular season, Wheat Ridge
played Fort Morgan on March 17, 1916.
Fort Morgan was victorious 26 to 24 and
Wheat Ridge ended the season with 12
v.ictories, 3 losses. The three top scorers
were Bunger, Ruppert and Henry
Binkley. These three accounted for almost all the team's points. Guards Ralph
Morehead and J. Miles scored few points
and reserves Benson and Dudymott went
scoreless all season. 37

UNDEFEATED SEASON
1916-1917
For the 1916,1 7 basketball season, the

7

Suburban League lost three teamsLafayette and Louisville in the northern
suburbs and West Denver, which re,
turned to playing only in the DenverBoulder League.38
Wheat Ridge again went undefeated,
ending the season with an 8-0 league
record. A January 26, 1917 victory over
Arvada High School assured its leadership, and victories over the University of
Denver Preps 44 to 14 and Golden 64 to
26 finished the season. Earlier in the
season, Golden had taken Wheat Ridge
into an extra five minute period before
Wheat Ridge scored a 27 to 21 victory. 39
On February 16, 1917 Wheat Ridge
played the Colorado Springs Terrors at
Colorado Springs. The Terrors remembered 1916 when they had lost a close
game to Wheat Ridge. Thisyearitwasn't
even close; Colorado Springs won 56 to
13. 40
The Suburban League had been divided into Northern and Southern Divisions, and a playoff was held between
Wheat Ridge, winner of the Southern
Division, and Brighton, winner of the
Northern Division. The best-of-three
series began at Brighton's "gym" and
resulted in a 49 to 27 victory for Wheat
Ridge. A week later, March 3, at the
Berkeley Armory, Wheat Ridge convincingly beat Brighton 42 to 22 to win the
league championship. 41 A short tour of
northern Colorado the next week included games at Eaton and Greeley.
Since there was no formal method of
determining a "state champion," the
YMCA in Denver put together a tournament involving some high school teams
and top amateur basketball teams from
around Denver. Stall & Dean, a local
sporting goods store, sponsored one of
the best teams. There was also M u Theta
Sigma fraternity and, of course, Wheat
Ridge Athletic Club, composed ofalumni
of the high school. Ault, Olathe, Raton
(New Mexico) and Wheat Ridge were
the high schools involved. The first night
of the tournament Wheat Ridge High
School beat Ault High School 46 to 16.
The next day it was necessary to play
three games. The high schoolers beat
Stall & Dean and Mu Sigma Theta by
identical40 to 24 scores. Meanwhile, in

the other semi-final round game Raton
High School beat Wheat Ridge Athletic
Club. 42
This meant there would be no allWheat Ridge final between Wheat Ridge
High School and Wheat Ridge Athletic
Club for the state championship. Instead, Raton proved little competition in
the finals, losing 36 to 18 to Wheat Ridge
High School. 43

ANNUAL STATE
CHAMPIONSHIPS
1917-1918
This was the last year for informal or
mixed championships. Beginning in 1918
a state tournament would be held annually to determine a winner. This also
34
Wheat Ridge News, 12-3-1915, p. 1; 1210-1915 , p. 1; 12-17-1915, p. 1; and 12-311915, p. 1. Denver Post, 1-8-1916, p. 6; 1-231916, p. 6 Section 3; and 1-29-1916, p. 6. The
Wheat Ridge Historical Society has in its collections the score book used by Wheat Ridge High
School for the 1915-1916 season. In it is recorded
the scores ofeach game, listing not only the players
for each team and their positions, but also the
scorer, timer, referee, umpireandsiteofthegames.

35
Arvada Enterprise, 2-24-1916, p. 5. Item
appears under "too late for last week".
36
Wheat Ridge High School "Score Book".
Also Arvada Enterprise, 3-2-1916, p. 4; 3-9-1916,
p.4; 3-16-1916, p. 5. The March 9 issue points
out that three Wheat Ridge High School alums
contributed to the Denver University victory over
Colorado "Aggies" (Colorado State University).
The newspaper states "if the coach would put on
a couple more of the Wheat Ridge lads that he has
there he need not have lost any game(s)."
37

WHS "Score Book".

38

Based on results of the teams involved. The
previous two years West Denver appears to have
played in both the Denver-Boulder league and the
Suburban League. The reason may have been a
ban on Denver schools participating in postseason games, even if they won the league championship. Denver public schools did not fully
participate in statewide athletic competition until
1925.
.
39
ArvadaEnterprise, 1-25-1917,p.1;Arvada
Sun, 1-19-1917, 1-26-1917, p. 8; RMN, 2-3191 7, p. 10, 2-10-1917, p. 10.

40

RMN, 2-17-1917, p. 8.

41

Brighton Blade, 3-1-1917, p. 1. 3-8-1917,
p. 5; RMN, 3-4-1917, p.15. 3-8-1917, p. 11;
Arvada Sun, 3-6-1917, p. 6, 3-23-1917, p. 8.
42
Arvada Sun, 3-30-1917; Denver Post, 324-1917, p. 7, 3-25-1917,3-26-1917.
43

Denver Post, 3-26-1917.

marked the beginning of increased school
control of the athletic program. No longer
would the boys have complete control
over the sport, from practice sessions to
arranging hall rental and finances.
The 1917-18 season saw the smallest
league on record. The Southern Division
of the Suburban League had only four
teams - Arvada, Golden and Wheat
Ridge from Jefferson County and
Littleton from Arapahoe County.
Wheat Ridge was rolling along, winning every league game it played like it
had done for years, until it played Golden
at Berkeley Armory January 16, 1918.
Golden came away with thevictory46 to
39 in a game that took two extra five
minute periods in order to determine a
winner. This was the first home-game
loss for Wheat Ridge in seven years. 44 On
the return at Colorado at Colorado School
of Mines gymnasium, Wheat Ridge got

revenge by a 21 to 18 score. Thus the
division ended in a tie. 45
Things got complicated as Wheat
Ridge began playing the best-of-three
series with Northern Division winner
Brighton on March 16, 1918. The day
before, Golden played in the first-ever
state high school tournament held at
Boulder. Sponsored by the University of
Colorado Booster Club, seven teams were
invited, including Glenwood Springs,
Hotchkiss, Colorado Springs, Rocky
Ford, Eaton, Golden and Boulder Preps.
Golden beat Hotchkiss 3 7 to 13 on March
14 before losing 21 to 16 to Rocky Ford.
46

On Monday, March 18, 1918 Golden
and Wheat Ridge played for the championship of the Southern Division. This
was after the fact that Golden had already
competed in the state tournament and
Wheat Ridge had already lost to Brighton

26 to 24 in the first of their best-of-three
series. For the record, Wheat Ridge beat
Golden 27 to 25 to win the Southern
Division. Wheat Ridge went on to beat
Brighton 44 to 21 at Berkeley Armory
and 41 to 19 at the Denver YMCA to win
the overall Suburban League championshipY

A BAD YEAR FOR
BASKEtBALL, 1918-1919
Results from 1918-19 are spotty. It
is possible that many of the scheduled
44
Arvada Sun, 12-21-191 7, p. 3, 12-28191 7, p. 7; Denver Post, 1-12-1918, p. 6. 45
Denver Post, 1-26-1918, p. 6, 2-9-1918, p. 8, 216-1918, p. 7.
46

Denver Post, 3-15-1918, p.17, 3-16-1918,

p. 6.
47
DenverPost,3- 19-1918, p. 10,3-25-1918,
p. 10; Arvada Sun, 3-29-1918, 4-5-1918 , p. 1;
Brighton Blade, 3-26-1918, p. 1.

Wheat Ridge High School's rgr6 undefeated basketball team and state champions. Photo courtesy of Wheat Ridge Historical Society.
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games were never played because of the
influenza epidemic sweeping not only
Colorado but the nation and the entire
world at-the time. The results of only four
games were reported in the newspapers:
Wheat Ridge defeated Littleton twice
and lost to league champion Arvada on
two occasions.
The Arvada defeats, 37 to 15 and37 to
25, were the worst ever sustained in league
play by a Wheat Ridge team. This was
probably the first year since the school
began playing basketball in 1904 that a
league championship was not won by the
school, although records are so sketchy
that this may be impossible to verifY. 48
The Wheat Ridge team for this year
were forwards All and Maiser, center
West and guards Weakland and Bunger.
Arvada was the league's representative
in the state tournament at Boulder.

lHE NEW GYMNASIUM
1919-1920
After a year away from the championship levels of the Suburban League, Wheat
Ridge returned to its former position on
top of the league in 1919-20. Again, only
four teams competed. Wheat Ridge had
little problem with Littleton or Golden,
winning by impressive margins both at
home and on the road. 49 However, Arvada
again proved stiff competition. In the
opening game of league play at Arvada,
Wheat Ridge had to work hard for a 26
to 20 win. On the return game at Wheat
Ridge, the horne team trailed at half time
13 to 12 but outscored Arvada in the
second half to win 34 to 32. 50 This was
the first game in Wheat Ridge's new
gymnasium. After 15 years of traveling
two miles away to the Berkeley Armory
for practice and "horne games," the community finally had a worthy horne court.
There had been talk since 1914 of
some sort of "hall" for Wheat Ridge either a grange hall, community hall or
gymnasium. But just as work toward this
goal began to make progress, World War
I intervened and delayed the decision
until the war's end. 51 Voters approved a
$40,000 bond issue for a gymnasium on
May 5, 1919 by a margin of 113 for and
54 against. A contract for $30,178.90 for
general contractor Steve Hanson and
9

plumbing contractor Wallace Plumbing
Company ($6,634.80) were approved
that night by the Board of Education. 52
However, the contractor actually responsible for construction was D .F. Hardy. 53
Work commenced immediately on the
gymnasium (located at 7101 West 38th
Avenue) and progressed to a point where
the material shortages of the post-war
economy brought the enterprise to a halt.
The school hoped to have the gymnasium available by December 1 and even
scheduled dedication ceremonies for
December. 54 The opening was delayed
until the scheduled January 2, 1920 game
with Idaho Springs. No results were ever
reported if this game actually took place. 55
Then, on January 23, 1920 Arvada
carne south to meet its old rival on a new
basketball court. There was an overflow
crowd. The first game was between the
girls' teams. The Wheat Ridge girls were
far less successful than the boys. On the
other hand, the Arvada girls were perennial champions. The result: Arvada 53,
Wheat Ridge 1, with Arvada's Helen
Newton scoring 47 points. The boys'
game was a 34 to 32 victory for Wheat
Ridge. The Arvada EnterprisecalledAllen
of Wheat Ridge "treacherous" for convincing the referee he was being fouled
when in fact he was the one doing the
fouling. With three of the starters fouled
out, Arvada lost the momentum late in
the game. 56

rnent. This grueling three-day, round
robin event had each of the nine teams
play the other teams. Wheat Ridge played
two games Thursday and three games
each on Friday and Saturday.
Wheat Ridge went into Saturday
morning undefeated with a 5-0 record.
They had defeated Greeley 28-15 and
the Boulder Preps 14-13 on Thursday.
The second day of the tournament they
beat Holyoke 17-11, Glenwood Springs
27-16 and La J ara 26-13. The 11 :30 a.m.
game with the Colorado Springs Terrors
was critical. The Terrors were triumphant 18 to 14, and this proved decisive
in their winning the tournament,
undefeated in eight games. 58
Wheat Ridge split their last two games,
beating Canon City 28-17 before losing
to Trinidad 31-15 in their third game in
seven hours. Greeley and Wheat Ridge
tied for second place honors with 6-2
records. Rodney Allen made the tournament all-star team selected by the
coaches. 59

A few days later a formal dedication of
the new gymnasium was held. There was
music, and refreshments were served.
The featured speaker was Dr. James W.
Ellison, who spoke on "Modern Education." After spending 18 years as superintendent ofWheat Ridge schools, Ellison
left to become a principal at several large
Denver public schools. He never, however, really left Wheat Ridge. For several
years he lived at his horne at 5300 West
41st Avenue. He refereed basketball at all
levels during the season. In 1917-18 he
refereed over 70 games despite the fact
that he was over 50 years of age. He
returned often to Wheat Ridge School
whenever the opportunity arose. 57

49
Jefferson County Republican, 12-25-1919,
p.3, 1-1-1920,p.6, 1-15-1920, p. 6, 1-22-1920,
p. 1.

After the regular 1920 league season,
Wheat Ridge was invited to Boulder for
its first appearance in the state tourna-

48
Littleton Independent, 1-24-1919, p .1 , 228-1919, p. 1, 3-14- 1919; Denver Post, 1-181919, p. 5, 2-1-1919, p. ? ;Arvada Sun, 2-7-1919 ,
p. 1, 2-28-1919 , p. 1. The influenza epidemic of
1918-1919 killed 20 million people worldwide.
Education and public health officials in Colorado
closed schools and forbade large public gatherings.

50

Arvada Enterprise, 1-20-1920, p. 1.

51

Wheat Ridge News, 2-24-1915 , p. 1 asks
"when are we going to get that auditorium so we
can have games like these (referring to the championship with Brighton) on our own grounds".
52

School District No.8 Minutes, May 5,

1919.
53
Construction delays were due to material
shortages.

54

Jefferson County Republican, 11-27-1919,

p. 1.
55

Jefferson County Republican, 1-1-1920,

p. 6.
56

Arvada Enterprise, 1-20-1920, p. 1.

57

Arvada Sun, 3-15-1918, 4-5-1918 , p. 1.

58

Denver Post, 4-2-1920, p. 26, 4-3-1929 ,
p. 8, and 4-4-1920, p. 10.
'

59

Denver Post, 4-4-1920 , p. 10.

SOUTHERN DIVISIONSUBURBAN LEAGUE
1920-1921
The 1920-21 season saw an expanded
Southern Division of the Suburban
League. In addition to Arvada, Golden,
Littleton and Wheat Ridge, there were
representatives from Bennett and Englewood. Not only did the league have more
members, it also had a number of new
facilities. In the Southern Division,
Littleton, Englewood, Arvada and Wheat
Ridge all had new gymnasiums. In the
Northern Division, Brighton also had a
new gym.
Littleton and Englewood both approved construction of new high school
buildings complete with full gymnasiums. In both communities, high school
classes had been held in the grade school
building and basketball played in rented
halls. Their gymnasiums were somewhat
smaller than the new gym at Wheat Ridge;
however, they provided an adequate playing floor, high ceilings and seating for
spectators. 60
At Arvada, the new high school on
Ralston Road replaced a school house on
Zephyr Street that subsequently served
as the core of the present-day Lawrence
Elementary School. The new high school
had a gymnasium at the rear, which was
much smaller than the one at Wheat
Ridge, but still was superior to either
Bank Hall or the barn used by the Arvada
High School team in previous years.
Within four years Golden would have
a new high school and gymnasium bringing all schools up to the point where they
had new, modern, well-equipped gymnasiums. In the meantime, Golden played
at the Colorado School of Mines gymnasium on the campus of the mining college. This was more than adequate since
it was the largest college gym in the state
when it was built in 1908. Prior to 1920
the School of Mines gym was probably
the best basketball facility in the Denver
metropolitan area, superior to the YMCA
gym and the pioneer University of Colorado gym. It was better than any of the
Denver high school gyms (only North
Denver had an adequate gym built into
the school prior to the construction of
three new high schools in 1925).

Wheat Ridge soundly defeated
Bennett in the first game of the season on
December 10, 1920 at home in their
one-year-old gymnasium by a score of 50
to 16. Then followed victories over
Golden 42 to 34, Englewood 58 to 11,
Arvada 34 to 32, and Littleton 45 to 22. 61
The only loss of the league season
came January 28, 1921 at Bennett where
the home team won 28 to 24. There
appears to have been some sort of irregularity in this game because Bennett was
subsequently briefly suspended from
league play. Eventually the team was
allowed to return, and the Bennett victory stood in the final standings. 62 Wheat
Ridge bounced back against Golden 39
to 26. The February 11, 1921 game
against Englewood was the most onesided in years. Wheat Ridge beat
Englewood 102 to 24 in a game that saw
Rodney Allen score 62 points. This score
stood as a team record until the 1960s,
and Rodney Allen's individual performance stands today as a school record. 63
The season ended with a home victory
over Arvada 50 to 21 in a game reportedly seen by 700 spectators and over
Littleton 46 to 13. How 700 people
could have occupied the Wheat Ridge
gymnasium is questionable. Before it was
enlarged in 1936 the dimensions were
only 55 feet by 86 feet, and most of that
space was the playing floor. 64
The 1921 playoff with Fort Lupton
was won by Wheat Ridge 51 to 30.
Another post-season game was against
Colorado Springs Terrors, Wheat Ridge
winning 44 to 23. 65
The Colorado State Tournament in
Boulder had only seven teams because
several top teams were playing the same
weekend at Colorado College, Colorado
Springs. This year's teams were Fort
Morgan, Grand Junction, Greeley, Simla,
Steamboat Springs, Pueblo Central and
Wheat Ridge. As used in the 1920 tournament, a round robin tournament style
was used in 1921, but this time each team
had to play only six games in three days.
Any chance Wheat Ridge had of a state
championship dimmed early when they
lost 43 to 28 to Greeley in the first game
of the tournament. Wheat Ridge won
the remaining five games, most by im-

pressive margins, but ended up in second
place in the tournament for the second
time in a row. 66 After losing to Greeley,
Wheat Ridge defeated Grand Junction
38 to 22, Fort Morgan 33 to 25, Pueblo
Central 34 to 30, Simla 50 to 19 and
Steamboat Springs 51 to 4. 67
60
"New Englewood High School Nearing
Completion", RMN, 2-26-1920, p. 10 provides
this description of the "new" gym. " .. .is ofltalian
type architecture ... The building is of brick and
stone construction, the gymnasium at one end
and the auditorium on the other, the class rooms
occupying the central portion of the building:.
The building is currently Flood Middle School,
3695 S. Lincoln Street. However, the school has
been extensively remodeled. "Littleton's New High
School Building to be Opened Next Tuesday",
Littleton Independent, 3-3-1920, p. 7 provides
this description: "The gymnasium is 50 x 70 feet,
and will provide seating capacity for 200 in the
balconies. " Above the gymnasium was "a large
auditorium with a seating capacity of 525 ...the
lower floor will have 169 permanently placed
school desks ... portable chairs are provided when a
large crowd is expected. There are 162 opera chairs
in the balcony. A fine Chickering piano has been
purchased." This building currently houses the
administrative office building for Littleton School
District No. 6.

61

Colorado Transcript, 12-2-1920, p. 1, 1223-1920, p. 8; Jefferson County Republican, 129-1920, p. 1, 12-23-1920, p. 1; Denver Post, 1222-1920, p. 1, 1-9-1921, p. 7, 1-23-1921 , p. 9;
RMN, 1-9-1921 , 1-15-1921, p. 10, 1-23-1921,
p. 10.
62

RMN, 1-30-1921 , p. 12; Arvada Enterprise, 1-27-1921, p. 1; Denver Post, 1-30-1921 ,
p. 8.
63
RMN, 2-6-1921,2-14-1921, p. 8; Denver
Post, 2-12-1921, 2-13-1921, p. 8.
64
RMN, 2-20-1921, p. 13;Jefferson County
Republican, 2-24-1921, p. 1.

65
Denver Post, 2-27-1921, p. 9, 3-5-1921,
p. 8. The Jefferson County Republican, 3-31921 , p. 1 reports that "Wheat Ridge High School
basketball team may enter the Interscholastic basketball championships at Chicago held March 10,
11 and 12, according to officials at the schools".
The Jefferson County Republican, 3-10-1921, p.
1 provides a re-cap of the season just completed,
listing the results of all league and post season
games. No further mention is made of the Chicago tournament and Wheat Ridge attends the
fourth annual state basketball tournament at Boulder on March 10-2, 1921.
66

Denver Post, 3-11-1921; Denver Times,
3-11-1921, Greeley won the tournament crown
with a record of 6-0, Wheat Ridge was in sole
possession of second place this year_with a 5-1
record.
67
DenverPost,3-10-1921 , p.14,3-11-1921 ,
3-12-1921 , p. 8; Boulder Daily Camera, 3-141921, pp. 1-3.
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DIE CHAMPIONS
With the separate tournament in
Colorado Springs taking away some of
the top teams, it was decided to exert
even more control over high school
athletics after the 1921 season, and a
forerunner of today's Colorado High
School Activities Association formed to
bring uniformity to the sports program.
Eventually, all public schools in the state
joined the association. Since 1922 records
have been kept documenting the true
((state champions" of each sport, but the
early ((champions" have gone unrecognized because there was a lack of formal
authority to govern the events. But no
one should doubt that there were teams
recognized by their peers as outstanding.
The Wheat Ridge teams before 1922 certainly fell into this category. There were
several large schools which had a prowess
reognized by their peers-Colorado
Springs, Greeley and perhaps Boulder
Preps. Among the small schools, none
was the equal of Wheat Ridge High
School. Year after year the school produced consistently superior teams, teams
that won virtually all their games and
won by margins that left no doubt of the
outcome.

11

It was not until 1936 that Colorado
high schools were divided by size into
classifications. Prior to that time all
schools competed on one level, large and
small, urban and rural. In the 1920s the
Windsor Wizards gained national prominence for beating the largest schools in
the state then competing in the Chicago
National High School Tournament. A
decade later, an even more improbable
event occurred. A small rural high school
located in Joes, Colorado won the state
tournament twice and competed in the
Chicago tournament. !twas not until the
mid-1930s that the Denver schools and
the larger city schools began to dominate
Colorado high school basketball.
Basketball in Wheat Ridge had been
played at a consistent championship level
for over 15 years until1921, but all sports
dynasties must come to an end. The
1920s saw the rise of Golden and Arvada
High Schools as basketball powerhouses
in the Central Suburban League, successor to the old Suburban League. Between
1928 and 1930 Wheat Ridge again had
some very good teams and appeared in
both divisional and state tournaments.
But the rest of the 1930s were dominated

by other schools. By the late 1930s success returned, this time to stay. Between
1938 and 1973, Wheat Ridge was never
too many years between appearances in
the state tournament, first as a small
school, then as a mid-size school and
finally in the state's largest school classification. There was always the collective
memory of those early basketball successes, but as time went on the details
were lost. Today' s basketball enthusiast
is only vaguely aware of the great success
the team had 70, 80 and even 90 years
ago.
With the scheduled demolition of the
1919 gymnasium building at what is
now Wheat Ridge Middle School, one of
the last remaining physical reminders of
this bygone era will be missing. And the
last player of that long-ago time is now in
his nineties. Gone are the championship
trophies and other artifacts of this time.
The banner painted over the gym floor at
the new Wheat Ridge High School reminds spectators of the past. It
reads ... Home of Champions!

THE LEYDEN MINE FIRE:
Prelude, Disaster and Aftermath
By: Ellen Schoening Aiken (1993 Honorable Mention in the History Writers Award Contest)
Only fifteen men were working in the
Leyden Mine on the night of December
14, 1910. The night before, a timbering
crew of one hundred had gone in to prop
the roof and walls of the rooms where the
miners would be working over the next
week. 1 Only a few had jobs to do the
following evening. Lee Newcomb, the
electrical engineer, and his assistant, Benjamin Butler, were repairing some faulty
wiring in the L entry in the southeast part
of the workings, but Newcomb wanted
to catch the eight o'clock tramway car for

Denver so they finished up early. 2 George
Hale, the stable boss, was in the harness
room next to the stables at the bottom of
Shaft No.1 and Frank Ontaha, a mule
driver, was working nea~by. Miners
Arthur Walton, E.T. Moore, and John
Sardakowski were digging coal in rooms
a short distance from the stables. 3
Ten others were in more remote parts
of the mine. John Augustine, the night
foreman, was making his rounds of inspection. He and his wife lived in one of
the little red frame houses in Leyden.

Many of the miners chose not to live in
company housing, but John and Rosalie
had always lived in coal camps. They had
been married thirty years but had never
had children. John was fifty-eight and he
felt it was time to get out of coal mining.
Rocky Mountain News, (hereafter cited as
RMN) , 12-16-10, p.3.
2
RMN, 12-17-10, p. 3: Denver Post, 1215-10, p. 5.

3

Denver Post, 12-15-10, p. 5; 12-31-10, p.

9.

The Leyden Coal Mine. Photo courtesy of the Colorado Historical Society.
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His life-long mining partner had just
been killed in a mine accident. John
didn't think it could happen to him; he
was too careful. Still as soon as he made
a little more money he intended to retire
to the farm he had recently bought. 4
Frank Gotira, Louis Zuber, and Nic
Miliksich were working together that
night. They planned to dig in rooms off
the second southwest entry. Although
Frank was Italian and Louis and N ic were
both Austrian, they were all young and
single. 5
George Supanchis and Frank Cskatti
had also immigrated from Austria. George
had just come from the Black Hawk
district; he had worked in the Leyden
Mine less than two weeks. He had been
mining long enough to know that it was
not a safe occupation, especially for a
man with seven children to support and,
like John Augustine, he wanted to take
up farming. He had already found a place
at J uchem' s Crossing and had decided to
work through the winter so he would
have enough money to start the farm up
in the spring. 6 Frank Cskatti was lucky to
be alive. He had been walking toward the
Primero Mine to start his shift one day
the previous January when the mine exploded, killing scores of men. Shortly
after the disaster he found work at Leyden. He and his wife had four children;
his baby girl was just one month old. 7
Eli Devey and Lester Jones were workingwith Supanchis and Cskatti that night.
Eli was an experienced miner from the
Pennsylvania coal fields; he and his wife
had just had their first child. 8 Lester came
from the Indiana coal fields where he had
survived two disasters; he had been working at Leyden less than three months. A
widower with two small children, Lester
was planning to stay until just before
Christmas, when he would take his children to live with his in-laws and find
some other line of work. 9
Brothers Frank and Louis Merrick
usually worked together; theirs was a
close-knit family. Frank, the older of the
two, was married and had three children.
Louis, twenty-five years old and single,
worked at their father's farm in the summer and had returned to his winter work
in the mine quite recently. That night,
13

they were running an electric cutting
machine. They planned to work a double
shift so they each took two dinner pails
into the mine. 10
At 8: 15 on the night of December 14,
1910 a fire began feeding on the timbers
in the engine room near the bottom of
Shaft No. 2. 11 The Leyden Mine was
poised on the edge of disaster.

PRELUDE
The Colorado coal fields look small on
a map compared to coal fields in the eastern United States, but they were central
to industrial development in Colorado.
The most historically significant Colorado coal field is in the southern part of
the state in the area known as the Raton
BasinY Coal from this field fueled the
Denver and Rio Grange Railroad and the
steel mills of Pueblo. The Colorado Fuel
and Iron Company, which passed into the
hands of John Gold and John D. Rockefeller in 1903 controlled both the railroad
and the mills. 13 • The southern field, with
its abundance of gaseous mines, produced the most disastrous explosions in
Colorado coal mines. Because the southern mines were geographically isolated,
companies could impose oppressive living and working conditions on the miners. Labor unrest in the southern fields
culminated in the 1903-04 coal strike and
the infamous Ludlow Massacre. 14 •
The drama of events at Ludlow have
diverted historians' attention from the
northern field, located in the Denver
Basin. Nonetheless, the northern field
steadily produced coal to fuel railroads
and power plants. 15 The Northern Coal
and Coke Company dominated the
northern field owning ten out of the
twenty-one mines in Boulder County in
1910, far more than any other single
company. 16 A number of smaller companies owned the rest of the northern field's
mines. In 1913 the Leyden Coal Company began operating the Leyden Mine,
located eight miles west of Arvada along
Leyden Creek. The Leyden Mine ran
continuously for 48 years. By the time it
closed in 1950, it had produced a total of
5,904,683 tons of coal, most of it for the

Denver Tramway and Interurban Company. The Leyden Mine's No.3 shaft, at
791 feet, was the deepest in the state. 17
The Leyden Mine first made the news
in September of 1870 when the Rocky
Mountain News reported that Patrick
Stanton, Martin Leydon (sic), and Patrick
Kelley had died inside the mine. An
inquest determined that "they came to
their death by foul air". 18 In June of 1903
the Denver Republican reported that the
Leyden Coal Company had begun operating the mine. Samuel Perry, the mine
manager, named the mine after its original discoverer, the Leyden brothers. 19
David Moffat and William Evans, who

4

RMN, 12-18-10. p.3; ibid. , 12-19-10, p.2;
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, 13th Census of the United States, 1910.,
Manuscript.
5

Colorado Inspector of Coal Mines (hereafter cited as CICM), 14th Biennial Report, 19091910, p. 165-167.
6
CICM, 14th Annual Report, 1901-1910,
p. 165-167; Denver Post, 12-15-10, p. 4.
7

Ibid.

8

Ibid.

9

Ibid.

10

D enver Post, 12-15-10, p. 4; RMN, 12-2010, p. 4.
11

CICM , 14th Annual Report, 1901-1910,
pp. 165-167.
12

G. Morse and D.H. Hebb, Colorado Energy Resources Handbook, Vol. 1; Coal, (Golden,
Colorado School of Mines, 1976); map in pocket;
"Active/Licensed Coal Mines of Colorado".
13

Priscilla Long, Where the Sun Never Shines;
A History of America's Bloody Coal Industry
(New York: Paragon House, 1989) , pp. 190-213.
14
Long, Where the Sun Never Shines, Ch.
12; see also GeorgeS . McGovern and Leonard F.
Gumidge, The Great Coalfield War, (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1972)
15
Phyllis Smith, Once a Coal Miner: The
Story of Colorado's Northern Coal Field (Boulder: Pruett Press, 1989) , p. 75.
16

CICM, 14th Annual Report, 1909-1910,
Table: Directory of Coal Mines.
17

CICM, CombinedAnnual ReportS, 195053, p. 2.
18
19

RMN, 9-1 4-1870, p. 1.

Denver Republican. 6-5-1903 in Clippings
File, Western Historical Collection, Denver Public Library, n.p.:Colorado Writer's Project, Place
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controlled the Denver Tramway and Interurban Company and the Denver and
Northwestern Railroad, owned the Leyden Coal Company. 20 The Denver Republican noted that the Leyden Mine
would supply the fuel to run these railroads and have the advantage of being
able to transport coal to local markets via
the tramway's electric lines. 2 1 The Leyden Coal Company established its office
and coal yards at 38th and Tennyson,
across from Elitch Gardens. The company also transported coal directly to
various tramway power houses. David
Moffat maintained that coal from Leyden "is the best lignite yet discovered,
and we shall be able to save consumers in
Denver a good deal of money, both because of reduced cost of transportation
and the better quality of the coal. " 22
Because the Leyden Mine was the sole
supplier of coal for the Denver Tramway
Company which operated throughout
the year, it could maintain more uniform
production levels. Leyden's production
also varied less with the season than other
mines in the area. Production figures
from 1909, a representative year in which
there were no strikes and no major disasters, indicate that production trends at
Leyden ran in direct opposition to trends
at the Industrial and Monarch mines.
Production at Leyden actually increased
in June and remained steadily high in July,
August, and September while production
at the other two mines remained low
from May to August and began to rise
between August and September.
Most mines in the northern fields,
where there were no steel mills to fuel
depended on seasonal domestic demand
for coal as a heating fuel. Although it
supplied some coal for domestic use, the
Leyden Mine did not depend upon the
local demand for domestic coal to the
same degree as did other mines in the
area. The Leyden Mine produced a steady
supply of coal and provided steady employment for area miners.
In order to provide housing for its
employees, the Leyden Coal Company
began constructing the town of Leyden
at the same time that it began sinking the
mine shaft. The Denver Post reported
that na modest force of men is kept
constantly at work, and when the mines

are running the camp will resemble a
well-built settlement. 23
Reporter W .R. Collier described Leyden in a Denver Post article: ((Those who
live in the settlement enjoy the comforts
of life. Their homes are all of the same
type ... .In the little houses in the settlement are happy families, none wanting
bread, and cheerful children. Good health
and good will prevail.. .. On a Sunday
afternoon crowds of women and children may be seen out for a walk, and all
are well dressed .... Hard work and integrity
is
the
motto
of
the
community.... Three things are missing
in Leyden-trees, grass and flowers. There
is a good school and the miners are
ambitious to educate their children. " 24
Collier wrote this passage two days
after the December 1910 fire; its tone
suggests that Collier was trying to develop reader empathy for the disaster
victims. A later article in the Denver
Post described Leyden as na dreary little
coal mining camp," a collection of little
red houses where the wind "moans
straight from the mountains across the
bare rolling hills .... " 25 Here, the reporter
played up Leyden's dreariness to add
pathos to the plight of widows and fatherless children who faced the Christmas season alone.
A third, less emotional reporter described Leyden as a child's toy village of
prim, box-like houses painted red with
white trim set at regular intervals. 26 Leyden was certainly a barren place. A pump
in the middle of town supplied drinking
water, but there was no irrigation system
and Leyden residents could not grow
gardens or plant flowers. What few trees
there were grew along Leyden Creek. 27
By 1910, Leyden had approximately
250 residents, including miners, their
wives and children, a grocer, and a resident saloon keeper. 28 Over one half of the
miners who lived in Leyden (38 out of
60) had been born in America. There
were also five Scots, five Austrian, four
Polish, four German, and three English
miners. Only one miner came from Ireland. 29
Although state coal mine inspection
reports reveal that there were, on average,
290 men working at the Leyden Mine in

1910, the manuscript census for that year
shows just sixty miners living in Leyden. 30 Thus, only twenty percent of those
who worked in Leyden lived there, a
much smaller percentage than for most
company towns in the American West.31
The Denver Post coverage of the Leyden
Mine fire noted that " a considerable number of the miners live in the city and take
the electric car to work. " 32 A cursory
examination of the 1910 manuscript census for Arvada and West Denver districts
reveal many who gave their occupation as
coal miners. Since the names of the mines
where they worked are not recorded, it is
not certain which miners worked at Leyden, but old timers in the area remember
Leyden miners who came from Arvada,
Lakewood, and Berkeley Park. 33
The unorthodox picture of Leyden
that emerges is that of a commuter coal
mine. By 1891, the Denver Tramway
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Public Service's Natural Gas storage facility on Leyden Road. This facility overlays the original site of the Leyden Coal Mine. View looking
northwest.

Company had already run track to Berkeley Park, at present-day Sheridan and
West 46th Avenue. In 1903, the tramway company extended the line to Arvada
and on to Leyden, primarily in order to
haul coal back to Denver. 34 Although
these lines later proved inadequate for
hauling coal, the commuter line flourished. It provided the principal means of
transportation from Denver to Arvada
and Leyden until the end of the Depression. Tramway cars ran every hour, carrying miners to and from work. Leyden
teenagers rode the streetcar to high school
in Arvada. 35 The interurban ran until
1950, when the DenverTramwayCompany closed both the commuter line and
the Leyden Coal Mine. 36
The fact that most of Leyden's work
force commuted rather than lived in the
company town may have affected man-
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agement-labor relations in a number of
different ways. The ease with which miners could "vote with their feet" and find
a job elsewhere in the area, either as coal
miners in other northern field mines or
in some other line of work, increased the
possibilities for individual autonomy. It
also decreased the incentive for miners to
engage in collective action against the
coal company. Coal miners in more isolated areas had to live in company housing, buy from company stores, and toe
the company line if they wanted to keep
their jobs. Eighty percent of Leyden's
miners lived outside of Leyden and commuted to work. Leyden's work force did
not share the experience of company
oppression over every aspect of their lives,
as did miners in the southern coal fields
of West Virginia or those of southern
Colorado. Neither did they share oppor-

tunities to develop a class consciousness
that defined itself in opposition to that
oppression. 37
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oppression. Priscilla Long presents a similar argument in her article, "The Women of the Colorado
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Although Leyden miners may have
had more individual choice, they may
also have had less bargaining power because the company could draw replacement workers from a large metropolitan
labor pool. Further, commuting workers
may well have been less inclined to fight
for higher wages because other job opportunities existed locally.
Sources on labor disputes at Leyden
are sporadic; company records do not
survive. There is some evidence that the
Leyden Coal Company strongly resisted
labor organization. A 1908 newspaper
report stated that "every mine in the
northern lignite fields except Leyden was
represented at a joint scale convention of
miners and operators which assembled at
the offices of the Northern Coal and
Coke Company. "38 Arvada resident Joe
Do lance, who worked at the Leyden Mine
briefly during the during the 1930s,
maintained vehemently that "the Leyden miners never were union." His father, a staunch union man who moved to
Leyden from the southern fields, was
fired in 1938 when he tried to organize
the miners at Leyden. 39
Whether organized or not, miners labored in one of the most dangerous work
environments in the United States. Coal
mining deaths and injuries in Colorado
were particularly high. From 1884 to
1912 Colorado's death rate from coal
mining accidents was much higher than
the national rate: 6.81 deaths per thousand in Colorado compared to a national
rate of 3.12 deaths per thousand. The
second highest death rate in Colorado
during this period of time was 21.87
deaths per thousand. 40 It occurred in
1910, the year of the Leyden Mine fire.
Colorado passed its first law regulating coal mines in 1883. It established the
office of state coal mine inspector and
required that mines employing twelve or
more conform to minimum standards
concerning ventilation, equipment, and
supervisionY John McNeill, Colorado's
coal mine inspector, found that "the coal
mines of this state, as a rule, have hitherto
been worked in a rude, miserable, and
even reckless manner. Upon examination I could find no trace of an attempt to
work after any system to suit ventilation

or drainage. " 42 Instead of fixing the blame
on the operators, however, inspectors
held the individual miner responsible for
his own safety. In 1886Inspector McNeill
wrote, "I am inclined to think that disobedience, incompetence, and negligence
fully explain the cause of as many accidents, if not more, than are due to the
hazardous character of coal mining itself. "43 Regardless of who was to blame,
the problem of safety in the coal mines of
Colorado had become so acute by October that Progressive Democratic Governor John Shafroth appointed a special
commission to study conditions in the
mines and to draft a new regulatory law. 44
Three major disasters preceded Governor Shafroth' s decision to take action.
All of them took place in the southern
fields near Trinidad. Explosions at
Primero, Starkville, and Delagua killed a
total of 210 men. 45 The ten men who
died in the Leyden Mine fire on December 14, 1910 might have seemed insignificant in comparison, but they were
not. Public awareness of hazardous conditions in Colorado's coal mines was at
its height. The fire at Leyden brought the
effects of those conditions from the remote southern fields into Denver's own
back yard. The Leyden Mine fire was a
disaster in the right place at the right
time; it both horrified and enthralled
Denver area residents.

DISA.Sli.R
Frank Ontaha saw the fire first and
ran to tell Matthew Hale, the stable boss.
Hale started toward the engine room but
dense smoke drove him back. Realizing
that escape through Shaft No.2 was impossible, he retraced his steps. Hale gave
the alarm to the men on top and several
descended through Shaft No.1, cutting
loose twenty-nine mules and locating
Walton, who was already unconscious.
Moore and Sardakowski had smelled the
smoke and were making their way toward the cage. 46
Lester Jones had been driving a mule
when the fire broke out. Rescue crews
later found the mule at the entrance to
the stables; Jones had cut the traces be-

fore fleeing himself. Rescuers found Jones'
body behind a steel door leading into the
fifth west parting; Frank Cskatti, George
Supanchis, and Eli Devey lay dead
nearby. 47
John Augustine was on his way back
toward the shaft after checking the southwest entries when smoke began pouring
toward him. It was impossible to go
forward and so he retreated, trying to get
at least one steel door between himself
and the smoke. He reached the door, but
by then he could no longer breathe.
Holding his handkerchief over his face,
he lost consciousness. 48
Frank Gotira, Louis Zuber, and Nic
Miliksich were working in the second
southwest entry when they noticed the
fumes. When they realized they would
not be able to reach the safety of Shaft
No.1, they grabbed their dinner pails,
apparently hoping to find a corner of the
mine where the smoke would not penetrate. They died with their dinner pails
on their arms. 49
The Merrick brothers were running a
cutting machine in the first southwest
entry when the electricity quit. They
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encountered smoke and fumes as they
started back toward the shaft to see what
was wrong. They ran back to the machine; one of them grabbed their lunch
pails while the other tore a piece of canvas
from a section of brattice work. If they
could make it to Room 3, they might be
able to brattice it off and escape the fumes
until rescuers arrived. They picked frantically at the walls trying to knock enough
rock loose to hold the canvas in place
across the entrance to the room. When
they could no longer stand because of the
suffocating fumes, they lay down and
folded their arms over their heads. That
is how rescuers found them, with picks
and four dinner pails beside them. 50
By 2 a.m. the head frame of the No.2
shaft, the boiler, and the engine house
had burned down. Smoke and fumes
were billowing from the No.1 shaft. State
coal mine inspector James Dalrymple
wrote that, after considering the best
method of rescuing the men in the mine,
the fan was started as a force fan . The fan
normally functioned as a suction fan;
rescuers reversed it, hoping that the fan
would force bad air up theN o.2 shaft and
allow rescuers to enter the No.1 shaft.
Dalrymple's report states that they were
making good progress when the No.2
shaft caved in, sending flames in to the air
for 75 feet and preventing the ventilating
current from escaping the mine. 51 The
No.1 shaft was already divided into two
compartments; rescuers made the partition as airtight as possible and reversed
the fan again, using one side of the shaft
for the downcast and the other side for
the upcast. After three hours, Dalrymple
deemed it suicidal to allow anyone to
enter the shaft to search for the men
trapped below. Six hours later, helmet
men who had been called up from
Trinidad entered themine,equipped with
oxygen helmets attached to 50 pound
tanks. Seventy-five feet from the bottom
of the shaft, their safety lamps went out.
The deadly fumes prevented other rescuers from entering. The small crew of
helmet men, with enough oxygen in their
tanks for two hours at a time, slowly
worked to partition off sections of the
mine with heavy canvas so that, little by
little, the fan could ventilate areas to be
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searched for missing men. 52
The work was agonizingly slow and
newspapers carried vivid descriptions at
every stage.
"All through the night some of the
women of the camp walked up and down
in thevicinityofshafthouseNo.1, screaming with terror one minute and shivering
from cold the next .... ". 53
"One of the most pitiful scenes incident to the disaster is a sight (sic) of Mrs.
George Supanchis, with her seven little
ones gathered about her skirts, weeping
silently at the entrance to the mine." 54
"Casting aside all considerations of
personal safety, Thomas W. Tweeddale,
daring helmetman of the government
mine rescue car and hero of the Starkville
and Delagua coal mine disasters ... burst
open the steel door leading into the fifth
west parting at 8:30 this morning and
found four bodies .. .." 55
"The fate of the Merricks in the Leyden Mine is still a mystery. " 56
Cars full of curious Denverites drove
out to Leyden and the regular tramway
runs brought more sightseers. One report estimated that two thousand came
on December 18, many of them welldressed society women, themselves as
much objects of curiosity to the inhabitants of Leyden as the mine disaster was to
them. 57

As time wore on, the press continued
to print stories about the disaster almost
daily. Not until rescuers found the bodies of the Merrick brothers did interest
begin to fade . Most of the stories were of
a sensational nature, but a few pointed
out the weakness of Colorado's coal mining laws and suggested that the operators
were not sufficiently conscientious when
it came to safety. Some miners claimed
there was no map of the Leyden Mine at
the site and that the rescue work was
therefore delayed. Others main rained that
the inspectors worked more in the interests of the operators than the miners and
were not diligent enough in requiring
coal companies to adhere to safety regulations. Some blamed the fire on company negligence in failing to contain the
fire that had been burning in one of the
coal seams for several years. Many miners
believed that the walled off fire had fi-

nally burned through to the workings.
Miners questioned the reversal of the
ventilating fan, alleging that it actually
hastened the deaths of those who were
trapped. 58
An inquest that began in Golden on
December 30th raised these and other
questions. Six jurors, sworn in two days
after the disaster, had been at the site
observing rescue work for nearly a week.
Engineer George McFarland displayed a
series of maps he said were corrected
within a month of the disaster. The newspaper report does not say whether the
maps were stored on site at the time of the
fire. McFarland admitted that an old fire
had been burning in the mine for six
years, but said that even if it had broken
through the cement walls, it could not
have passed through several steel doors
that separated it from the foot of the No.
2 shaft, 1,350 feet away. 59
The reversal of the fan became a major
issue at the inquest and the testimony of
the witnesses differed from Inspector
Dalrymple's written report. According
to the Denver Post, foreman William
Laurie testified that he thought the fan
had been reversed for four or five minutes, but could find no one who issued an
order and no positive evidence. However, Dalrymple's written report on the
incident indicates that he devised a rescue strategy based on reversing the fan.
"By this reversal of the fan and depending upon No. 2 shaft for the upcast, we
expected to be able to enter the mine's
No.1 shaft," Dalrymple wrote. 60
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The Coroner's Jury reached a verdict
in three minutes. It found nothing in the
evidence to prove how the fire started.
Suffocation, caused by fire originating in .
the south motor room from some unknown cause, led to the deaths of the ten
miners. "We find from the evidence submitted that no blame attaches to the
Leyden Coal Company. " 61
Historian James Whiteside has argued
that Coroner's juries were often composed of miners, foremen, and supervisors loyal to the company and only rarely
found operators even partially responsible for mine accidents. 62 One contemporary observer concurred, stating that
inquests are useless mockeries, their conclusions framed according to the quality
of the cigars furnished by the company. 63
Newspaper accounts listed the names
of jury members called to serve in the
Leyden mine fire inquest. The jurors

were all residents of Golden and all "wellknown businessmen." 64 There is little
evidence from which to determine
whether or not they constituted an impartial jury.
Analysis of the inquest proceedings is
not possible because no transcript has
survived. 65 Newspaper accounts reflect
an incomplete picture of the inquest,
since they reported only bits and pieces of
inquest testimony. According to the verdict statement the jurors filed, Chief
State Mine Inspector James Dalrymple
was called as a witness, but newspaper
accounts do not mention his testimony.
Reporters did mention the testimony of
Deputy State Mine Inspector Frank
0 herding, who waffled when asked if
reversal of the fan would have been a
good or bad thing for the trapped men. 66
However, the inquest verdict statement
does not list Oberding as a witness. 67

Inspector Dalrymple's official report
of the disaster states that "in order to
minimize accidents .. .it is absolutely nee-
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essary to put the inexperienced men under the supervision of the experienced
miners. Also prohibit (sic) in all coal
mines the use of naked lights and the
carrying in of matches. " 68 Dalrymple
apparently felt that the miners, rather
than the company, were to blame for the
disaster. The evidence for what actually
went on at the inquest is too incomplete
and contradictory to allow effective analysts.
Although lack of evidence frustrates
attempts to identify the cause of the fire
and to fix blame, the effects of the disaster
are more obvious. The most painfully
immediate effect was that five women
became widows and seventeen children
became fatherless at a time when coal
operators did not look upon financial aid
to miner's dependents as a company responsibility. After stating that the company would provide for the widows and
children of disaster victims, F.A. Perry,
purchasing agent and treasurer for the
Leyden Coal Company, admitted that
the company had neglected to help the
Supanchis family. A newspaper report
described Mrs. Supanchis and her children as destitute; neighbors had contributed food and money to keep them from
going hungry. 69 William Merrick stated
that "not one of the Leyden officials have
been near Ms. Louis Merrick, who has a
family of three small children, to see
anything. " 70
The Leyden Mine fire also kept the
issue of coal mining safety in the public
eye. Denver papers ran fully two weeks
worth of daily news on the Leyden disaster, including coverage of relevant reform issues and political cartoons. Even
the conditions under which the mine
mules lived and worked became the subject of outrage: "Mine Mules Live in
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Dark; No. Chance to Sniff Air or Bray"
read one headline. The mule that "happens to fall into the hands of a coal mine
company is doomed to a life of servitude
in the depths where no man would live
long without his daily inhalation of the
free air of the surface .... "7 1
The disaster at Leyden may have
prompted the Alderson Commission,
appointed by Governor Shafroth in October, to recommend more stringent
safety codes than it would have if the
disaster had not brought tragedy so close
to the state's capital.
The Leyden fire prompted several lawsuits on behalf of those killed or widowed, but none of the suits succeeded in
gaining compensation for the plaintiffs.
Changes that would make management
more responsive to the needs of workers
and their families were slow in coming.
The state legislature did not adopt the
recommendations of the Alderson Commission. The coal mining law that finally
passed in 1913 was a compromise bill.
Although it was better than nothing, it
did not hold individual coal operators to
the standards that the commission proposed.72
Nonetheless, the Leyden Coal Company embarked on its own campaign to
improve their safety record as well as
their public image. The company rebuilt
theN o.2 shaft and lined it with concrete,
"making it practically fireproof." It reconstructed the surface buildings, including the head frame and tipple, of
concrete and steel. A new concrete building provided a place to train a rescue
corps and to house newly acquired rescue
equipment, including oxygen helmets.
Safety instruction became routine. 73
It is difficult to determine how many
miners stayed in Leyden after the disas-

ter. The mine ceased production for an
entire year while the work of rebuilding
went on. The Denver Post reported that
the Leyden Coal Company would offer
their miners jobs at its one other mine at
Oak Creek in Routt County. 74 The company maintained a construction crew of
120 men at Leyden in 1911; some miners
may have worked as part of this crew. 75
Others may have found work elsewhere
and may never have returned to work at
Leyden.
Today, the Public Service Company's
natural gas storage facility overlays the
mine site, but the town of Leyden still
stands. It is still diminutive, consisting of
three short streets lined with perhaps
twenty houses. The original company
house architecture is still evident in many
of them, even though they have been
modified and expanded. There are trees
in the yards now, but the surrounding
hillsides are still bare. It is a strange
feeling, to walk the streets of Leyden
knowing its history, seeing through the
present and back into its past. Like so
many other sites that residents of] efferson
County pass by today, Leyden has a
hidden, historical dimension. Once uncovered, that dimension offers us a richer
way to view the present.
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THE CORONER'S INQUEST
uwe the jury, find that Johan Augustine, Nia Miliksich, Louis Zubker, Eli
Devey, Frank Goatira, Lester Jones,
Frank Caskota, Joseph Supanchis, Louis
and Frank Merrick came to their deaths
on or about the 14th day of December,
1910, from being suffocated in the
Leyden coal mine, and that the suffocation was caused by a fire originating in
the South motor room from some
unknown cause. We find from the evidence submitted that no blame attaches
to the Leyden company for the disaster.
Signed: W .H. Light, S.A. Cunningham,
F.A. Landry, L.H. Morris, A.W. Doolittle, LB. Harrison. December 18, 1910.
u. . . District Attorney Walter M.
Morgan made a heroic effort to place the
responsibility to show that the lack of
proper equipment, or carelessness on the

part of the management or some of the
employees might have started the fire
in the south motor room, but to no
avail ... "
uLee Newcomb and Benjamin F. Butler
told the condition of the south motor
room when they left it about 7:10. They
had been working overtime making electrical repairs, and returned to the motor
room, extinguished their open flame
miner's lamps, which were used in the
mine, changed clothing and were taken to
the top ... "
uGeorge W. Hair, stable boss, testified
that Frank Ontaha, a driver, had come to
the harness room about 8:15 and told
him there was a fire. He went into the
entry and ran into black smoke coming
from the south motor room that almost
blinded him. He went to the top, notified

Henry Newmeyer, the watchman, then
went to the camp and informed Foreman
William Laurie and others ... "
u ... They carried water in buckets and
tried to throw it on the flames, but were
forced to desist owing to great heat and
smoke ... "
u .. -. All the men working in the south
entries were dead ... the dinner buckets
of the Merrick brothers, found by the
side of their bodies last Thursday morning with the contents undisturbed ... (as
they were the first to die) ... " 1

1
Colorado Transcript, 1-5-1911, pg. 1. Quotes taken from
the Coroner's Inquest.
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The Colorado Transcript, "Miners Meet Death in Leyden Coal Mine." December 22,
rgro, page one, reads . .. "Sheriff A. (Allen) W. Heater was one of the first on the scene
after the news of the disaster went out. He has stayed there day and night taking full charge
of the work of the guard system. Thousands of people from Denver and other points flocked
to the scene, and had not a system of guard lines been thrown about the ruins of the shaft
and plant at No. 2 it is likely a number of serious accidents would have happened."
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
By: Diane B. Lunde
Colorado State University Libraries

SheMng Books Correctly
One of the most common routines in
any library is the shelving and reshelving
of materials. The use of good procedures
for the shelving of materials is very important for long term retention. Good
practices will extend the life of materials,
and poor practices can hasten the deterioration of materials in the form of torn
covers and pages and misshapen text
blocks. The following procedures outline the basic concepts in proper shelving
and book truck use.
1. Books should be shelved upright resting square on their bases. A book standing or leaning on one board of the cover
weakens the book structure, especially
the hinge of the book and may permanently alter the shape of the book.
2. Volumes that are too tall for the shelf
should be shelved with the spine down
against the shelf, not with the spine up.
When a book is shelved fore edge down,
gravity will eventually pull the text block
from the case at the hinge.
3. The lower edge of the book spine
should be aligned along the edge of the
shelf to present an orderly appearance.
4. Book end should be used on partially

filled shelves to ensure the books remain
standing upright. Books should be shelved
snug enough to stand up and support one
another, but loose enough to be easily
removed from the shelf. If the shelves are
too full , there is friction when books are
forced in or removed. If the books are not
shelved tight enough, they will lean to
one side or the other and become loose in
their covers or deformed.
5. To close the space left after removing
books from the shelf, move the remaining books to fill in the space and then
move the book end up snugly against the
last book on the shelf. Do not use the
book end to move the remaining books
by sliding the whole mass along to full in
the open space.
6. If a shelf is full or tight, do not force the
book in to the tight space; make space by
rearranging the shelf or unit. Forcing a
book onto a shelf can cause another book
to pop out.
7. Be careful when sliding books onto the
shelf next to the book end or end of the
shelf; if the book is jammed around the
edge of the bookend or shelf divider, the

book may be damaged with crimples or
torn pages.
8. Do not lay a volume horizontally on
top of a full shelf.
9. Do not remove the book from the shelf
by pulling at the headcaps or at the
bottom of the spine. Continual tugging
will damage the spine of the book. Also
do not grab the book just by the sides of
the spine. Push a few books toward the
back of the shelf on either side of the
book, leaving the book free to be grasped
on each side and removed from the shelf.
Adjust the book end, taking up the space
left by the removed book.
10. Do not pick up a book by only one
cover as this puts great strain on the
book's hinges and joints.
11. Do not try to take a book off a shelf
that is too high to reach easily. Use a kick
stool placed directly under the book to be
removed from the shelf-do not overreach while standing on the kick stool.
12. Do not remove more books that can
be held in one hand. It is safer to safely
remove one book at a time, than to risk
dropping any books. Use two hands to
support a heavy book.
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