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ON THE COVER
THE STONE HOUSE
Joseph Hodgson, a youthful veteran of the 1849 California gold rush, returned from
New York state, his native home, to the new "rush to Pike's Peak" ten years later. He
staked claim to land in the fertile Bear Creek valley in 1859 and immediately began
construction of his home. Noteworthy features of his home included 18-inch thick
walls with windows and doors framed with sandstone quarried in nearby Morrison.
Perfectly matched cobblestones taken from Bear Creek river bed were used in the construction. Hodgson acquired title to the property in 1866. The original owner of the
land was Filomeno Mondragon, who enlisted in New Mexico Territory's Volunteer
army to fight Navajos in 1848. Hodgson and his brother, William, who came together
to Denver in May of 1859, later acquired 640 acres of farmland surrounding the Stone
House. They built an early ditch, and Joseph was instrumental in the construction of a
road from the Bear Creek area into Denver.
The Stone House, located on South Estes Street just north of the Hampden Service
Road, was rescued from destruction in 1974 by the Lakewood Centennial-Bicentennial
Commission, and the Denver architect, Langdon Morris was appointed to direct reconstruction of the decaying pioneer house. On May 1, 197 5 the Stone House was added to
the National Register of Historic Places.
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The Stone House as it looked in 1974. Compare this photo with the cover
photo which shows the same house after restoration in 1975. Both photos
courtesy of Lakewood Historic Belmar Village.

MEMORIAL
Elmina .Esther Bishop Harkness (1901-1994)
Three years after Esther was born in
Tucson, Arizona, her father died from
consumption allegedly contracted while
working in the silver mines in Creede,
Colorado. A friend of the family asked
Margaret Ann (Maggie) Bishop, Esther's
mother, to move back to Creede with
the children. Maggie agreed and in 1906
married Frank Ullman in Wheat Ridge,
Colorado. Esther and her new family
moved to Arvada in 1910 and moved
into the new house at 80th and Alkire
(continued on back page)

Esther B. Harkness

BEAUTIFUL BELMAR
By: Dorothy]. Donovan ( 1993 2nd Place prize winner _of the Jefferson County Historical Commission History Writer's Award)
Dinosaurs once inhabited the area
which is now Belmar Park in Lakewood.
Triceratops bones were unearthed in the
bed of Kountze Lake, and bison skele,
tons were found in Weir Gulch which
runs through the park. 1 Skeletons and
bones of the enormous dinosaurs were
ti.rst discovered in Colorado in 1877 by
Arthur Lakes, then a Professor at the
Colorado School of Mines, in beds
along the foothills near Morrison.
Actually, the first major dinosaur dis,
covery on the North American conti,
nent was made in the Morrison
Formation, which is located between
Turkey Creek Canyon and Golden. It is
one of the most famous formations in
the world. After dinosaur bones were
unearthed, however, most of them were

transported to other places for study or
safe keeping. 2 Of all the countries of the
world, Colorado presents within its area
of mountain ranges a field of exploration
so wide and deep as to seem almost
inexhaustible for all coming ages. 3
Stating, ((The Stegosaurus is Home",
a Rocky Mountain News article on
January 25, 1993 reports that the bones
discovered by Arthur Lakes in 1877
have been in storage at Yale University's
Peabody Museum since their discovery.
These bones led to the discovery and
naming of the 140 million,year old
Stegosaurus, Colorado's state fossil. The
partial Stegosaurus, along with bones
from a native Apatosaurus (formerly
known as Brontosaurus, the largest
known land animal with a skeleton

about seventy feet long), has now been
returned to the Morrison Natural
History Museum to be prepared for dis,
play. 4 As stated in The Golden
Transcript dated January 28, 1993, Bob
O'Donnell, a retired U.S. Geological
Survey preparator will "prepare" the
bones. The reason the bones were not
prepared back east, according to Dick
Scott, Director of the Morrison Natural
Lakewood's 25th Anniversary Quilt, 1969-1994,
Pamphlet by Lakewood Depanment of Community
Resources. Page 7.
1 Historically Jeffco. Golden, Colorado. "Thunder
Lizards in Our Midst", by Carla F. Black. Summer
1991. Pages 3 and 7.
1

3
Robbins, Sara E. Jefferson County, Colorado. The
Colorful Past of a Great Community. Lakewood,
Colorado. Jefferson County Bank. 1962. Page 1.
' The Rocky Mountain News. "Stegosaurus Takes 116Year Journey Back to Colorado," by Kris Newcomer.
Denver, Colorado. January 25, 1993. Page 6.

Beautt{Ul Belmar.. May Bonfitls' 2o-wom mansion built during the Depression. The mansioo uw tom down ,in z,971f. Photo oourtesy af Lakewood Historic Belmar
Y,i~ifage.
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History Museum, is that it is a very diffi,
cult and time,consuming job since the
find was made in extremely hard sand,
stone. 5
Long after prehistoric animals were
gone, High Plains Indians of the
Arapahoe and Cheyenne tribes roamed
freely in the Belmar and surrounding
areas. In the early Nineteenth Century
these nomadic tribes took up a roving
residence along the eastern base of the
Rockies. As a result of the Fort Laramie
treaty of 1851, the plains tribes agreed
to hunt within the boundaries marked
off for them by U.S. Government
Agents-the area north of the Arkansas
River and east of the mountains to the
Platte River. An alliance between the
Arapahoes and Cheyennes continued,
but hostility between them and the Utes
in the foothills and mountains was ever
present. 6 In 1859, gold was discovered in
this area, and nearly 100,000 people
rushed to Colorado, particularly to the
Pike's Peak region, and moved through
and on to the reserved Indian lands. In
the autumn of 1860, the Government
opened negotiations with the Cheyenne
and Arapahoe tribes, who were persuad,
ed to surrender most of their hunting
lands and instructed to begin the diffi,
cult transition from nomads to farmers.
This did not work. The Government
agents were often unfair to the Indians,
who then decided to redeem their hunt,
ing grounds in whatever manner possi,
ble. After years of violent and bloody
warfare, however, the Indians were
defeated in the Battle of Summit
Springs in 1869, and the Eastern Slope
of Colorado became available for set,
tling by the white man. 7
The original owner of the Belmar
Park and Lakewood Municipal Center
land (located in Colorado Section 14 of
Township 4 South, Range 69 West) was
Abby Craig, widow of Alexander Craig
who served the United States during the
War of 1812. By Acts of Congress, war,
rants for 160 acres were issued to sol,
diers for their military service. As with
many warrants which were later sold,
Abby Craig's warrant was transferred to
Ira D. Clark on December 10, 1867. At
the turn of the century ,.Charles and Eva
Guis farmed this land under the name of
Grassmere Ranch. The property was

3

May Banfils in the 1950's. Born. z883. Died at Belmar in zg62. Photo Courtesy of Lakewood Historic
Belmar Village.

subsequently sold to Charles Kountze,
and then to May Bonfils.
May Bonfils' father was the wealthy
and dynamic Frederick G. Bonfils, co,
owner and publisher of The Denver
Post. Mr. Bonfils, his wife Belle, and two
young daughters (May, who was born
April 30, 1883, and Helen, born two
years later) had moved to Colorado
from Troy, Missouri in 189 5. May
attended St. Mary's Academy, the
Wolcott School for Girls, and graduated

from Brownell Hall in New York. She
greatly upset her Catholic parents by
eloping with Clyde Berryman, a non,
Catholic, in 1904. May and Clyde sepa,
rated soon afterwards and she divorced
5

The Golden Transcript. "First Stegosaurus Returns to
Morrison," by Jill Jamieson-Nichols. Golden, Colorado.
January 28, 1993. Page 9.
6
Ubbelohde, Carl, Maxine Benson, and Duane A. Smith.
A Colorado History. Boulder, Colorado: Pruett
Publishing Company. 1982. Pages 54-55.
7

Ubbelohde, Pages 108-115.
Navarro, Frank A. "Surveying and Land Acquisition in
theAreaoftheCityofLakewood 1859-1880." Aprill,
1992.
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him in Reno in 194 7. Although May's
maiden name was restored, and Clyde
died in 1959, Belle and Frederick
Bonfils never forgave their daughter for
disobeying them. When Mr. Bonfils
died in 1933, and Belle in 1935, they
favored Helen in their wills, which
caused a feud between the two sisters
that never ended. May contested the
wills and won a settlement of
$10,000,000 plus some Denver Post
stock (which she sold to a New York
publisher so her sister could never get
it), and ten acres in the present Belmar
Park. 9
During the lean depression years of
the Thirties, May Bonfils built the fabu,
lous twenty,room Belmar Mansion at a
cost of over $1,000,000 on the ten acres
of Belmar. The average house built at
this time cost $2,000. May chose
"Belmar" as a combination name in
honor of her mother Belle, and Mary,
the Mother of Christ who was greatly
revered by the devout May. A devoted
Catholic, she constructed a pink marble
chapel in her Mansion, where local
priests came to say Mass for her in pri,
vate. She built many shrines and statues
around her home and in the park area. 10
Legend has it that the Belmar
Mansion was constructed of Carrara
marble, but actually the house was con,
crete faced with a terra cotta gla ze
which resembled marble-a complicat,
ed , expensive Italian procedure. The
mansion was designed in the style of the
Petite Trianon Chateau built for Marie
Antoinette by Louis XVI of France. The
landscaped grounds were circled with
formal gardens and water,lily ponds. On
the south side of the Mansion stood a
small but elaborately tiled swimming
pool and dressing house. May traveled
around the world collecting treasures to
fill the mansion, but if she could not
acquire the original art, she had it repli,
cated. She hired armed guards to patrol
the grounds day and night.
May was an accomplished pianist,
having studied music in Europe, and it is
said she owned a piano once played by
Chopin, slept in a bed that belonged to
Marie Antoinette, and sat on a gold
chair embossed with the crest of Queen
Victoria. May collected art, antique fur,
nishings, and dolls (for which she hand,

made the clothes), and owned jewelry
valued at several million dollars. One
piece, a pendant with a huge diamond,
was the size of a pigeon egg. She also
had an astounding array of hats. 11
May Bonfils continued to buy land
surrounding her mansion. Some of this
was put to practical use in raising Black
Angus cattle and Suffix sheep. A pump,
house, which is still at Belmar, stood
along the lake banks, and in summer,
time sailboats skimmed Kountze Lake,
which covered fifty acres at that time.
There was a large fountain to the west
of the house which has now been relo,
cated to Denver's Hungarian Freedom
Park near Cherry Creek. Although she
was a very private person, May was a
familiar visitor to the Lewis Drug Store
on West Colfax (no longer in business),
where she often stopped for soft drinks.
Her chauffeur drove them there in a
small Plymouth May had won in a
church raffle. 12
In 1956 May Bonfils married long
time friend Charles Edward Stanton, a
prominent Denver interior decorator
who had also been the decorator for the
Trumans at the White House. Stanton
was 46 and May Bonfils was 73. Rumor
has it she wanted someone to help her
run Belmar. Together they formed the
Belmar Development Company, draw,
ing up plans for the extensive Belmar
area, which included the design of the
Villa ltalia Shopping Center. There was
also land set aside for the Villa Library.
For years until the shopping center was
built, May loaned this land to area
Brownie Scouts for day camps . The
Villa Italia Complex opened in March
1966 on seve nty,two acres at West
Alameda Avenue a nd Wadsworth
Boulevard. 13
In the 1930's, May moved a historic
log cabin from the Auraria area to her
lake banks for use as a private retreat.
She believed the story circulating at the
time that his was the original home of
Count Henri and Countess Katherine
Murat, two French adventurers who
were among the first settlers in the
Denver area. The primitive building was
their combined home, often a temporary
hotel, and Count Murat's barber shop.
Prices for a shave and haircut by the
Count were exorbitant, and gambling

and carousing kept up all night.
It was when the log house stood in
the path of construction in the Auraria
area that May Bonfils bought the build,
ing to save it from demolition, and
moved it to Belmar. Over its stone fire,
place she hung the only known picture
of Count Murat. Countess Murat was a
pioneer in bringing a woman's touch to
the crude frontier of the Denver area in
1859. The Countess also became one of
the first female clients at the Colorado
National Bank founded by Charles B.
Kountze, a Denver pioneer banker. He
was an extensive Jefferson County land
holder from the 1870's, and Belmar's
Kountze Lake is named in his honor. 14
Like May's father, Frederick Bonfils,
Count Murat claimed to be related to
Napoleon, which may have inspired
May Bonfils to preserve what she
believed to be the Murat cabin. 15
At May's death the cabin was given
to the Colorado Historical Society by
Charles Stanton. From old photographs,
Denver city directories, and land
records, the Society discovered this is
not the legendary Murat cabin but one
much like it built near the Count's orig,
inal structure. Nevertheless, it remains a
typical and important example of fron,
tier construction techniques, and may
presently be seen on the lower floor of
the Colorado Historical Museum.16
May and Charles Stanton traveled
extensively until May died at Belmar on
March 13, 1962, only six years after
their marriage and one month before
her 80th birthday. The rift between the
two sisters never healed. Helen Bonfils
remained a powerful figure in The
Denver Post operation, and commanded
•Barnes, Maxine. Volunteer at Lakewood's Historical
Belmar Village. "May Bonfils Berryman Stanton," written April 8, 1988.
10

76 Centennial Stories of Lakewood, Lakewood
Historical Society. Edited by Patricia K. Wilcox.
Boulder, Colorado: Colorado-Johnson Publishing
Company, 1976. Page 82.
11

Barnes, Maxine.
76 Centennial Stories of Lakewood, Page 82; Also,
Betsy Martinson Interview.
13
Barnes, Maxine.
14
Noel, Thomas Jacob. Growing Through H istory with
Colorado: The Colorado N ational Banks, The First 125
Years 1862-1987. Published by the Colorado national
Banks and The Colorado Studies Center, University of
Colorado at Denver. 1987. Page 31.
12

,; 76 Centennial Stories of Lakewood. Page 81.
16

Colorado Historical Museum. Plaque on Murat Log
Cabin. January 27, 1993.
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that the name of her sister never should
appear in its columns. The one excep,
tion was a brief obituary notice when
May Bonfils Stanton died. She is buried
at Mt. Olivet in Jefferson County. May
Bonfils Stanton left an estate of
$13,000,000, the largest estate which
had ever been filed in Jefferson County
at that time. Neither of the Bonfils
daughters had any children, and Charles
Stanton inherited about half of the
estate. Belmar Mansion was willed to
the Franciscan Fathers of the Catholic
Archdiocese with the stipulation it was
to be used as a permanent facility for
religious purposes. Otherwise, according
to Stanton, it was to be tom down.17
During the fall of 1970 the
Archdiocese opened the Belmar
Mansion to the public. Hundreds of
people walked up the long tree,lined
drive for their first look at the stately
white mansion. Thick Russian Olive
hedges, a tall ornamental iron gate,
(which may still be seen at Belmar), and
clusters of large trees had hidden Belmar
from view by passersby on South
Wadsworth Boulevard for decades. Now
the gates were opened, and even though
there were hints of wear and neglect
and it had been stripped of many of its
accessories, the Mansion was an impos,
ing sight. 18

sold or distributed. This was done in
1971 when the mansion was less than
forty years old. The land was transferred
to Craddock Development Company,
and the area where the Belmar Mansion
once stood is now occupied by the
Irongate Office Building Complex. 21
Not only is the Belmar Mansion
gone, but the herds of deer grazing
through a 250,acre pasture north of the
house have, of course, disappeared.
Hope by many citizens for a Lakewood
Center on this land to be used for cul,
tural purposes was defeated in an elec,
tion which involved an increase in
taxes. The company representing the
Charles' brother Robert upon the death
of Charles in 1988, has applied to the
City of Lakewood for rezoning this pas,
ture to permit "a combination of primar,
ily retail, and including entertainment,
restaurant, and office uses". 22
Some additional beneficiaries of the
May Bonfils/Charles Stanton estate
were the Jefferson County School
System, Denver Museum of Natural
History, Loretto Heights College, The
Franciscan Fathers, St. Elizabeth
Church, University of Colorado
Medical School, Central City Opera
Association, and financing of the Air
Force Academy Chapel near Colorado
Springs.23

The Archdiocese could find no prac,
tical use for the mansion that would
meet the terms of May Bonfil's will, and
for them it turned out to be a "white
elephant" - too expensive to heat, and
the extensive grounds were too costly to
maintain . Stanton did not wish the
Mansion to be used as a museum, as he
said a home should be for someone to
live in, and that a museum was for the
dead. 19 Despite widespread interest and
pressure placed on Lakewood City
Council to save Belmar, the new, young
city of Lakewood was unable to protect
it. The Mansion had to be torn down. 20
Stanton took the jewelry and furniture
to New York City to be auctioned. A
band of young people was given consent
by the Archdiocese to haul away interi,
or marble or anything remaining they
found useful in construction of a com,
mune near Taos, New Mexico. So, it
was agreed the Mansion would be
demolished and any remaining contents

The suburban city of Lakewood was
established in 1872. As an unincorpo,
rated area of Jefferson County, which
includes the present site of Belmar Park,
it was originally an agricultural commu,
nity. The acquisition of land came
through homestead filings, railroad land
purchases, or direct buying. Orchards
flourished and produce stands along
Colfax Avenue sold cherries, apples, and
strawberries for ten cents a box, or three
boxes for a quarter. The fertile soil of
the area produced high quality vegeta,
bles, especially celery, which soon
acquired a nationwide reputation. Grain
and alfalfa were not only cash crops, but
helped to support a thriving .dairy indus,
try.24
In January 1969, Lakewood Jaycees
expressed an interest in incorporating
Lakewood - a move which had twice
been turned down by voters during the
previous eleven years as "just another
layer of government." In March of the
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same year, The Sentinel reported that
Denver sought to annex a twenty,seven
square mile area of part of Lakewood,
Wheat Ridge, Alameda and Bancroft,
Green Mountain, and Applewood, an
effort which had begun seven months
previously. 25 The annexation proposal
by Denver bothered concerned
Lakewood residents, and when a formal
campaign for incorporation was
launched in Lakewood by James J.
Richey, he received much support .
Meanwhile, residents of Wheat Ridge
voted to incorporate separately on June
17, 1969. 26 One week later, June 24,
1969, the balance of the area, which was
first called Jefferson City, then
Lakewood, voted to incorporate.
Headlines in The Jefferson City
Sentinel on June 26, 1969, proclaimed
"Welcome to the Big City". A land
slide had created a new municipality.
Incorporation won in all 1 7 precincts:
8,4 78 to 3,3 71. 27 This was the largest
incorporation of a city so far in
American history--44 square miles and
a population of 93,000. Lakewood then
became the third largest city in
Colorado, encompassing the area from
Sheridan Boulevard to the Hogback,
and West 20th Avenue to Hampden
Avenue.
In 1973 the City of Lakewood pur,
chased 12 7 acres of the Bonfils,Stanton
estate as the result of a bond issue passed
in 1972, in which the citizens of
Lakewood specified that they desired
the land to be used for a park to include
a museum and nature center. 28 Of the
17
18

76 Centennial Stories of Lakewood. Pages 81-82.
76 Centennial Stories of Lakewood. Page 8 1.

19
Smyth, Sheila. Heritage and C ulture Superv isor,
Lakewood's Historical Belmar Village. Personal Interview
January 14, 1993, and March 8, 1993.
10

The Sentinel Newspapers, Lakewood, Colorado. May
27, 1971.
76 Centennial Stories of Lakewood. Page 82.

11

C ity of Lakewood Planning, Permits and Public Works
Department, Lakewood, Colorado. Belmar Quadrant
Rezoning Case N o. RZ 92- 10. December 29, 1992.
13
Barnes, Maxine.
14 From Scratch, A History of Jefferson County, Colorado,
by Members of The Jefferson County Historical
Commission. "Cities in Capsule," by Sharon Carr.
G olden 1985. Page 72.
25
The Sentinel N ewspapers, March 6, 1969. Front Page
and Page 5.
16
The Sentinel Newspapers, January 16, 1969. Front
Page.
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The Sentinel Newspapers, June 26, 1973. Front Page.
The Sentinel Newspapers, June 28, 1973. Page 15 .

The "Art Room" at Belmar Mansion where worldwide treasures were kept. Photo courtesy of Lakewood
Historic Belmar Village.

12 7 acres, an area of 15 acres was allo~
cated for a museum complex, which
became Lakewood's Historical Belmar
Village.
In Lakewood there are 6,000 acres of
parkland in 55 parks, which vary from
the spacious level la wns of
Addenbrooke to the rugged wilderness
of Bear Creek Park. Belmar Park is
described as a passive, natural area.29 In
addition to these parks under the juris~
diction of the City of Lakewo\'>d, the
Parks Department advises there are 12
additional parks within Lakewood's

b o undaries under the Foothills
Recreation District. Belmar Park con~
sists of three ecosystems: Kountze Lake,
Weir Gulch, and Upland Meadows .
Kountze Lake has diminished from its
original size to a present 10 acres. 30 The
lake wa s formerly called Union
Reservoirs #1, and #2, then Grassmere
Lake until May Bonfils' early ownership
when it was renamed Kountze Lake .
There is another small lake which is
used as a holding pond for water distrib~
ution and control in the park. It was
built for equalizing, so that Kountze

Lake will remain a t abo ut the sa me
depth level. Water from Kountze Lake is
t h en used as n eeded fo r irrigation of
Bel m ar P a rk and t h e La k ewood
Municipal Center grounds.
W eir Gulch starts at Union Basin
Reservoir in west Lakewood. The water,
from melted snow in the foothills, is
diverted into two branches, one of
which becomes Weir Gulch, weaving
slow ly and steadily through Belmar
Park. Weir Gulch is a scenic addition to
the natural beauty of the park, especial~
ly during the summer when colorful wild
flowers may be seen along its banks. The
meadows and marshlands include a
swamp area of tall grasses and cattails,
populated by ducks and other wildlife.
This area is the result of natural backup
of drainage from watering the grounds of
City Hall and the Villa West
Townhouse property.
The large cottonwood trees in the
park are native to the area and the
Lakewood Parks Department has plant~
ed Ponderosa, Pinion, and other pines,
as well as ornamental flowering trees,
and many additional varieties.
Hundreds of shrubs of a wide selection
have also been addded. Natural wild ~
flowers and additional seeded flowering
plants provide a colorful vista in the
park from spring to fall each year. 31
T hrough th e introduct ion of flowers
and pra ir ie grasses, Belmar Park h as
become a wildlife refuge for a large vari ~
ety of birds. By using an illustrated guide
pamphlet provided by the park, people
can identify many of the birds. Visitors
are asked not to feed the birds, includ ~
ing ducks and geese, as "people food"
can be extremely h armful to wildlife; it
make s them dependent upon human
beings and can affect the birds' normal
migration patterns. Some of the easiest
birds to spot are the Red~ Winged
Blackbird, the Mourning Dove, Finch,
Flicker, Canada Goose, Ring~Billed
Gull, Heron, Killdeer, Mallard Duck,
Meadowlark, Oriole, Great Horned
Owl, Robin, Song Sparrow, and Barn
29

Lakewood's 25th Anniversary Quilt. Page 2.
"The Birds of Belmar Park". Pamphlet by Lakewood
Community Resources and Lakewood's lotiS'totical Belmar
Village Museum and Park, Lakewood, Colorado. Page 2.
" Williams, Ross E. , Park Planner for Lakewood
.. ~ . Ge mmuni ty Resources, Parks, and Life Services.
Telephone Interview January 21, 1993.
30

6

Swallow. 32 There are red foxes in the
area, and as recently as a year ago there
were reports of the sighting of coyotes,
which may have wandered down Weir
Gulch. Snakes move through the tall
grasses and marshes, and many noctur,
nal animals make their homes in Belmar
Park. 33
There are two miles of broad paved
paths and additional gravel lanes for
walkers 2.nd joggers, plus bridle trails for
horse riders. After sunset the paths are
lit by street lights which provide a warm
glow to the stillness of Belmar Park. The
park is open to the public from 5:00
a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
The development of the Belmar
Museum (now expanded into
Lakewood's Historical Belmar Village)
was started by the Lakewood Historical
Society with the Centennial/Bicenten,
nial Project in 1976 by the restoration
of the building commonly known as the
"Calf Barn". It is one of the original
buildings on the Bonfils property, and
the only one which has never been
moved. An architectural firm was
retained to renovate the small barn
(approximately 1500 square feet). The
existing loft and interior beams were
kept, and the exterior was sheeted with
rough cedar. A stained glass window and
expansive skylighting reflect the
Victorian and contemporary periods
characterizing Lakewood. In the sum,
mer of 1985 the Lakewood Parks crew
put a new hardwood floor in the front
section of the main level, but the origi,
nal fir floor is still intact under the new
one. 34
The Visitors' Center, also called the
Ranch House, was once the carriage
house of the Hallack Estate. The house
had previous owners and has served
many purposes, having been built in
1870 and moved three times. The last
location before Belmar was 2401 Zuni
Street in Denver, and when Denver pro,
posed to widen Zuni Street, the house
became a target for demolition. It was
saved when Denver deeded the house to
Lakewood, and May Bonfils purchased it
in 1955 to add to her estate. 35 It was first
located near the present Villa Library,
and moved across Wadsworth to Belmar
on rolling logs. Other buildings still at .
Belmar fF0lll May Bonfil's property are
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the storage sheds and auction house.
The agricultural lifestyle of many
early Lakewood residents is reflected in
the historic Peterson House at Belmar, a
restored turn,of,the century farmhouse
with authentic furnishings. The
Peterson House is on the National
Register of Historic Places. The house
was constructed along Bear Creek, prob,
ably in 1872, by the first owner, the
Lewis family, miners turned farmers who
supplied the mining towns with hay and
grain. They had purchased the land
from Joseph Rist in 1869. The second
owner, Alfred C. Phelps, lawyer/inves,
tor, purchased the home in 1888. Since
he lived in Denver, Mr. Phelps was con,
sidered a "gentleman farmer," and most
likely the house was occupied by the
overseer of Mr. Phelp 's property. Mr.
Phelps sold the house and land to W.J.
Carter in 1907. From this time to 192 7,
the farmhouse passed through the hands
of ten owners. One of these, the Streer
family, used the house for a still during
the Prohibition era. After the last raid
was made on their home in 1921, the
still was considered the largest and most
complete operation for making moon,
shine ever discovered in Colorado.
In 192 7 the Peterson House and land
were deeded to H.E. and Olga Gelle
Kendall, who sold the house to Arthur
and Edna Peterson in 1942. Arthur was
one of seven children born to Swedish
immigrants. In 1949 Arthur was killed
in a tractor accident, but Edna contin,
ued to run their cattle ranch until she
remarried in 1960. Widowed again later
in life, Edna eventually married her first
husband's brother, Harry Peterson, in
1988, and they lived in the Peterson
House. In 1976 the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers reclaimed it for the flood con,
trol project of Mt. Carbon Dam and
Bear Creek Lake, but when the City of
Morrison could not find a suitable place
for the house, Lakewood's Historical
Belmar Village accepted it. Each room
in the Peterson House has been restored
to portray the period between 1886,
1910. 36
In the process of being restored at
Historical Belmar Village is an old coun,
try school house that has significant
Jefferson County historical value.
Reported to have been built in 1869, this

structure was first called the Ralston
Crossing Methodist Episcopal Church.
In 1870 the building was transformed
from a church into the Ralston School. 37
The area of Ralston Crossing, which
consisted of a stage stop, a store, a
saloon, and a post office, became part of
the town of Arvada in 1880. As more
and more children desired to attend
school, another classroom was added in
1920. The building was moved to the
Vivian Elementary School grounds in
Arvada in 1956 to be used as a tempo,
rary classroom.
In 1982, when the school was no
longer being used, the Jefferson County
Board of Education donated it to the
City of Lakewood. With the help of var,
ious public and private organizations,
the Lakewood Historical Society was
instrumental in moving the school to its
present home at Lakewood's Historical
Belmar Village, and in leading fund rais,
ing to renew the school so it could be
used as a center to teach people about
the early school days. The move was a
tremendous job which took two days,
attracting the interest of hundreds of
onlookers, with a police escort all the
way. With the task accomplished, the
building became The Country School at
Lakewood's Historical Belmar Village 38
The Country School will be used to
interpret a 1920's one,room school
house. The structure will also house the
library of Lakewood history and provide
programming space for a majority of the
museum's classes, lectures and work,
shops. The facility will be available for
teachers and students to experience a
one,room school through a variety of
hands,on interpretive activities and liv,
ing history simulations. The Country
SchooLalready has a new roof, restored
windows, a new coat of primer paint,
and a vestibule. To complete the
restoration, the Museum will bring the
32
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interior back to the same 1920 time
frame by furnishing it in the period style
with complete historicallandscaping. 39
Many people are curious about the
big, white, windowless building on a rise
northwest of the Visitors Center. This
environmentally controlled artifact stor,
age building, called the Conservation/
Preservation Building, was constructed
in 1989. It preserves a collection of
more than 15,00 items, including cloth,
ing, toys, furniture, weaponry, tools, tex,
tiles, books, and letters-anything that
reflects early or contemporary life in
Lakewood . Access to these valuable
artifacts must necessarily be closed to
the public, but archives are being orga,
nized for the public to use, and some
artifacts may be studied by University
students under direct supervision of the
Curator of Collections. There is
presently an extensive photo archives,

and a library in the office from which
material may be checked out. 40
Belmar Village features two exhibit
locations: The Barn Gallery, with two
floors of exhibit space, and the Visitors'
Center. The first floor of the Barn
Gallery presents changing exhibits of
various themes relating to natural histo,
ry, art, and current events. The second
floor houses "Lakewood Profiles: A
People and Places Exhibit", which fea,
tures the changing faces of Lakewood's
cultural character. The Visitors' Center
features a museum and park orientation
exhibit. An exhibit which ope n ed
February 16, 1993 on the second floor of
the Barn Gallery, is called "The Home
Front 1941,1945". This nostalgic dis,
play examines life in the Lakewood area
during World War 11. 41 Another popular
exhibit is entitled "Velvet Elvis: Trash
or Treasure," which examines the popu,

lar culture introduced in the 1950's and
continuing through the 1960's and
1970's. The title was chosen because
"Elvis" seems to be a symbol for the pop,
ularity of collecting things. Displayed in
simulated rooms of a home at that time
are a wide assortment of products-fur,
niture, lamps, utensils, wall,hangings,
kitchen electronic gadgetry-whatever
postwar technology introduced to make
life more convenient. This exhibit may
be seen until August 14, 1993 _42 In
March 1993 , an exhibit entitled
"Women Who Made a Difference" is
scheduled at Belmar.
19
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May Bonfils' Boat House on Kountze Lake behind the Belmar Mansion. Photo courtesy of Lakeuxxxl Historic Belmar Village.
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Guided tours from Lakewood's
Historical Belmar Village are conducted
weekdays from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
and Saturdays 1:00 p.m. to 5:00p.m., by
capable and much appreciated volun,
teers. Additional programs include
Luncheon Lectures, Guided Nature
Walks, the Living Waters Trail (a self,
guided, wheelchair accessible path),
Discovery Trunks (which present items
exploring the lives of Plains Indians,
Ranchers, and Homesteaders), as well as
Slide Programs which are available to
schools, nursing homes or clubs. Gary
McConnell, Director of Lakewood's
Department of Community Resources,
reports that the quality of exhibits and
programming at Belmar has continued
to gain local and national recognition,
and that in 1991 the Village was chosen
as one of the top cultural attractions in
the Denver metro area. 43
Belmar Village's collection of antique
and vintage farm machinery is demon,
strated as part of annual Cider Days the
first weekend in October. This celebra,
tion, sponsored by the Lakewood
Historical Society and Lakewood's
Department of Community Resources,
has been held for eighteen years and is
growing in popularity each year. Nine
thousand people attended in 1992.
Activities include music and story,
telling, woodcarving, angora spinning,
cider presses, rug braiding, furniture
making, quilting, blacksmithing, caning,
butter churning, plow demonstrations
and field work, buzz,sawing of wood, dis,
play of antique tractors, plus wagon and
fire truck rides for the children. 44
Another popular activity is the Mayor's
Annual Christmas Tree Lighting the
second week of December, while an
important date in the summer is Fine
Arts Day held in June. All Museum
buildings are open during these activi,
ties.
The attractive Lakewood Municipal
Center, completed in August of 1984 on
land donated by the Bonfils,Stanton
Estate, houses the Mayor's office, the
City Manager's office, and other depart,
ments of the City of Lakewood. An atri,
urn space provides an open, warm interi,
or, and the continuous expanse of glass

9

windows on the exterior allows views of
Belmar Park and the mountains. A
fountain and flower beds are on the
south lawn of the Center where con,
certs and shows may be enjoyed by the
public. Pedestrian paths link the Center
to the Park. 45
Lakewood's Historical Belmar Village
has begun a twenty,year plan for its
future. It consists of three parts: ( 1)
Agricultural - first heritage; (2)
Commercial Center - how Lakewood
grew; (3) A General Museum, with a
Nature Center. The goal is to provide a
multi,purpose cultural experience for
the community. The agricultural portion
will include planting wheat, threshing,
and recreating farm buildings of differ,
ent time periods, as well as exhibiting
farm machinery used. The commercial
aspect may include a fire station and
post office, and will create the theme of
Lakewood development from the past
extending to twenty years from now. It
is hoped that many historic buildings, if
threatened with demolition, will be
moved tot he Village, as it is estimated
there are 150 structures in Lakewood of
historical value; Village personnel refer
to these as "hidden treasures". For the
third section of the plan, it is hoped a
new, modem building will be construct,
ed to house a general museum and
nature center. 46
Belmar Park displays a unique beauty
each season of the year and each time of
day. Located in the heart of Lakewood,
it is accessible not only to Lakewood
and Jefferson County residents, but has
entertained visitors from other parts of
the country and the world. At sunrise a
pink glow may be seen on the moun,
tains from the south, the east, and the
north perimeters of the park. The mid,
dle of the day provides bright Colorado
sunshine alternated with shady areas
provided by the cottonwoods and other
trees. In the early evening the setting
sun highlights the striking Lakewood
Municipal Building, and from high spots
in the park one can view the silhouette
of the Denver downtown skyline. On a
clear night when the moon is full, its
brightness illuminates the entire park.
Springtime, as it does everywhere ,

reveals the rebirth of new leaves, wild
flowers, the joyous sound of songbirds,
and the appearance of baby ducks on
Kountze Lake. The cool mornings and
evenings of Colorado summers attract
walkers and joggers, while noontime
might be very hot. The colorful trees in
the fall are spectacular. Winter brings a
white blanket to the park, with the
snow covered peaks in the distance a
sharp contrast to the brilliant blue sky.
Dog owners are admonished to clean up
after their pets under penalty of law;
unfortunately, the numerous geese and
ducks cannot read the signs. There are
three gazebos in the park where visitors
may rest and enjoy the scenery, and May
Bonfil's boathouse with benches for
seating extends as a pier into Kountze
Lake, providing an opportunity for peo,
ple to view wildlife and enjoy the lake.
There is no large playground, but
instead a natural rock,climbing play
area for children on the north side of
the park, and there is no large picnic
area. These features help to provide one
of the cleanest, quietest, best,main,
rained and most interesting parks in the
Lakewood area - beautiful Belmar. 47
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THE SUBURBANIZATION PROCESS OF
EASTERN JEFFERSON COUNTY, 1889.., 1941
By: Robert Olson (1989 History Writer's Award Honorable Mention)

THE 1890's
Although settled as early as 1859, the
communities of eastern Jefferson
County remained exclusively rural until
1889. They served as market gardens for
both Denver and Golden as these two
cities vied for prominance. It was not
until about 1875 that Denver became
the obvious choice as regional center of
commerce and industry. Beginning
about 1880, Denver began to grow basi,
cally by adding "rings" of new suburbs.
N o section of town monopolized
growth . To the northeast was Curtis
Park; to the southeast , Capital Hill ;
Baker was to the southwest; and
Highlands was on the northwest. This
proces s continued with speculators
increasingly going "out in the country"
to buy farmland, converting it to platted
subdivisions well in advance of the actu,
al need to build homes for the immi,
grants.
Initially, Denver adopted a street pat,
tern which was a grid pattern of streets
running parallel to the two major water,
ways that dominated the landscape, the
South Platte River and Cherry Creek.
However, in the 1880's, developers
shifted the grid to a north,south and
east,west street pattern. This was due
primarily to the way public land was
placed in the hands of private citizens
by the Federal Government. The
Federal Government's General Land
Office sold land by pre,emption, mili,
tary bounty or homestead patent based
on surveys which divided the land into
sections of one mile square. This land
was further divided into quarter sec,
tions, and so forth. All the surveys were
based upon north,south and east,west
alignments. By the 1880's, all of
Denver's new subdivisions were being
laid out along this survey grid. 1

In the northwest sector, this led to
the platting of old North Denver
(1859), Potter's Highland (1875),
Highland Park (18 7 5) and finally
Berkeley ( 1889). In west Denver, the
development route followed Colfax
Avenue westward . The speculation
reached Sheridan Boulevard-then as
now the eastern boundary of Jefferson
County-in 1889. Within one year, at
least eight large subdivisions were plat,
ted , six of which abutted Sheridan
Boulevard on the east. From north to
south, these subdivisions were named
Berkeley, Columbia Heights, Lake Side,
Edgewater, West Colfax, Lakewood,
Washington Heights and Cleveland
Heights. 2
Berkeley, formally known as
"Berkeley in Jefferson County," had
been part of the vast alfalfa farm of John
Brisben Walker, which extended over
1, 700 acres in present day Adams ,
Denver and Jefferson Counties. A real
estate consortium from Kansas City
headed by John McDonough and
Carleton Ellis bought the farm and sub,
divided most of it excluding Berkeley
Lake, a SO,acre donation to the Jesuits
as an inducement to relocate their
College of the Sacred Heart from
Morrison, and the extreme north end of
the farm. 3
Berkeley in Jefferson County is
twelve blocks bounded by Sheridan
Boulevard, West 41st Avenue, Fenton
Street and West 44th Avenue. The plat
was filed at the County Clerk's office in
Golden on December 19, 1888.4
Columbia Heights was located
between Sheridan Boulevard, West
32nd Avenue, Depew Street and West
35th Avenue by the McDonough
syndicate. The plat was filed Novem,
ber 2 7, 1889 and consisted of eight
blocks. 5

Lake Side was the area between
Sheridan Boulevard, West 26th Avenue,
Fenton Street and West 29th Avenue. It
was actually first platted June 13, 1882,
but little activity occurred and most of
the area was re,platted in 1889. 6 This
60 acre site was part of 160 acres owned
by James W. Richards, a miller and
teamster whose country home has been
fully restored by the City of Wheat
Ridge as the Richards, Hart Estate. 7
Prior to 1889, Section 36 Township 3
South, Range 69 West, bounded by
Sheridan Boulevard, West Colfax
Avenue, Pierce Street and West 26th
Avenue had been set aside for school
purposes by the United States Govern,
ment. It was sold to land speculators
who divided it into 108 blocks in 1889.8
The subdivision , known as
Edgewater, was low and swampy, but was
adjacent to Sloan Lake, which was soon
to be developed as a recreation center.
Earlier, Jefferson County legislator
Henry Lee had proposed making a large
portion of the land a city park for the
City of Denver. The bill failed in the
State Legislature, but private developers
soon created a large amusement park on
the northwest shore of the lake. 9
In Lakewood, no fewer than five sub,
divisions of a suburban nature were plat,
ted between 1888 and 1890. West
Colfax subdivision south of West Colfax
Avenue between Sheridan Boulevard
1

Jerome Smiley, History of Denver, p. 650.
County Assessor's Records, plat maps for each of the
named subdivisions, published by the Real Estate Data,
Inc. (RED!) in microfiche.
2

1

Ruth Wiberg, Rediscovering Northwest Denver, p. 166.
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County Assessor's Records, Plat Map, "Berkeley in
Jefferson C ounty," RED! microfiche, ibid.
5

Ibid., "Lake Side" and "Lake Side Resubdivision."
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Ibid., "Columbia Heights."

7

C ity of Wheat Ridge, brochure on Richards - Hart
Estate.
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C ounty Assessor's Records, Plat Map, "Edgewater," ibid.

9

Wiberg, N orthwest Denver, ibid., p. 141.
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and Depew Street was created in two fi.l~
ings during 1888. 10 West of this was
Lakewood subdivision. This large, 96~
block area-was platted by William A. H.
Loveland, his wife, Miranda, and his
friend, Charles C. Welch. Both
Loveland and Welch were experienced
developers from Golden, a municipality
to the west of Lakewood. Both men had
been active in the early history of
Golden, but now they had their hopes
set on the land midway between Golden
and its old rival, Denver. Lakewood
subdivision was soon divided along
West 13th Avenue by the Denver,
Lakewood & Golden Railroad, of which
Loveland was an incorporator. 11
Other Lakewood subdivisions includ ~
ed Washington Heights, created by
William W. Cover in April, 1889;
Cleveland Heights, developed by
Robert M. Davis and a Mr. Little and
platted on March 7, 1889; and Alameda
Park, which was developed by Keystone
Investment Co., the plat being filed on
April 3, 1890. All three of these subdi~
visions were in the Alameda area of
south Lakewood, within a mile of
Sheridan Boulevard. 12
Since the southern portion of
Edgewater subdivision is in present~day
Lakewood, the history of this subdivi~
sion is part of the history of both com~
munities. The northeast portion of the
subdivision was incorporated as the
town of Edgewater, but the remaining
three~quarters was used agriculturally
and eventually was resubdivided into
new subdivisions which retained the
basicstreet pattern and lot arrangements
of the original 1889 subdivision.
In addition to suburban~type subdivi~
sions, with their 25 or 50 foot wide lots,
the late 1880's was a time of extensive
agricultural subdivisions, as the large
160~acre farms created in the 1860's
gave way in Arvada and Wheat Ridge
to 5 and 10 acre truck farms. Aided by a
vast irrigation ditch system, ready mar~
kets and rich, fertile soil, these truck
garden or market garden 13 tracts devel~
oped in parallel with the suburban type
tracts throughout the period of this
study. However, since their develop~
ment was primarily agricultural their
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development will not be a part of this
study.
Home Building. These ten subdivisions were slow in developing. One factor against them was their distance from
the heart of Denver, still centered
around Sixteenth and Larimer Streets.
Five miles was a great distance in an era
before mass transportation and good
roads. The second factor was the flooded
market for suburban lots. The Jefferson
County subdivisions were not compet~
ing only among themselves, but there
were several thousand unsold lots left
from older subdivisions no only in
North Denver but in all parts of the city
and its southern, eastern and northern
suburbs. 14
The final blow came in 1893 when a
financial panic brought about a collapse
in all enonomic activities. World~wide
in its scope, Colorado was especially
hard hit because of the de~monetization
of silver, a metal being mined in great
quantities in the state. In the space of a
few months, 20 years of unfettered
growth and development came to an
abrupt halt. 15
Development in the Jefferson
County suburbs had been slow before
the Panic, amounting to only a few
dozen homes in each subdivision.
Between 1889 and 1893 only ten homes
were built in Berkeley subdivision, in
Lake Side five and in Edgewater 21. 16
Between 1893 and 1897, virtually no
new homes were built in any of the sub~
divisions, which was true of the entire
metropolitan area. In the city of Denver,
for instance, building permits dropped
from 2300 in 1890 to 351 in 1893.
1894~ 1897 were termed as "clearing
away the wreckage" caused by the Panic
of 1893Y
Community Development. Prior
to 1889, the only education available in
eastern Jefferson county was in one~and
two~room schoolhouses, almost exclu~
sively frame or log in conStruction.
Arvada's brick schoolhouse, built in
1882, was the most extensive facility. 18
Wheat Ridge, Edgewater, and Lakewood
had frame buildings. Within five years,
Wheat Ridge had a two~story, four~room
brick schoolhouse (1889)/ 9 Lakewood a

two~story

building (1892), 20 and several
new districts had built substantial rural
schools. Both Arvada and Wheat Ridge
now had superintendents in charge of
the schools, which were fully graded
with each teacher in charge of two or
three grades. 21
Methodist churches were started in
Edgewater ( 1890) and Berkeley subdivi~
sion (1892) and a new building was
started for the Arvada Methodist
Church (1892). 22
The first business establishments
were created about this time. Arvada's
first grocer had been Eldon Upton in
1868, then A. H. Barth opened his store
in 1886, followed by Margaret Thomas
(1890) and J. B. Johns (1893 ). Wheat
Ridge's first general store was operated
by Sam Auger and George W. Smith
just before 1900. Soon there was a
blacksmith shop and a candy shop all
near the schoolhouse on West 38th
Ave. 23 There were no commercial estab~
lishments in the suburban communities
of Berkeley, Columbia Heights and Lake
Side. The businesses in Edgewater
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proved to be more interesting. Soon
after this town started, a large amuse,
ment park was built east of Sheridan
Boulevard. First known as Manhattan
Beach ( 1891), then Luna Park ( 1906),
the park was part of the town of
Highlands, which was "dry." This meant
no liquor could be sold or consumed.
Edgewater capitalized on the desire for
"liquid refreshments" and several
saloons soon opened along West 25th
Avenue west of Sheridan Boulevard.
Within a few years, these businesses had
been replaced with more respectable
ones, but Edgewater spent decades try,
ing to create a better reputation. 24
Lakewood had virtually no commer,
cial development prior to 1919, howev,
er several industrial concerns located
along the Denver, Lakewood & Golden
interurban streetcar line. One such firm
was the Denver Hardware Manufactur,
ing Company (1890). 25

THE 1900's
After five years of stagnation, there
were definite signs of recovery in the
suburban communities about 1898 as
throughout Colorado. Recovery was
marked by increased home building and
real estate transfers, some new commer,
cial development and many new schools
and churches.
Home Building. Although there were
no new suburban,type subdivisions
between 1898 and 1909, there were
many homes built in the existing ones.
In Berkeley subdivision, 57 new homes
were built, there were 14 in Columbia
Heights, 20 in Lake Side, 131 in
Edgewater and 68 in and around
Arvada. Lakewood had about 20 homes
built in its subdivisions adjacent to West
folfax Avenue. 26

Although impressive compared to
the previous decade, vacant lots still far
outnumbered developed ones. Entire
blocks were owned by one owner with
no suburban,type homes constructed.
Blocks 4 and 8 to 14, Lake Side and
Blocks 4, 5 and 6, Columbia Heights
remained nearly empty well into the
1920's and beyond. 27

Since all subdivisions except Arvada
were extensions of the Denver street
grid, the communities began to become
indistinguishable from their Denver
neighbors. During this period most of
the homes being constructed were by
small contractors hired by the lot own,
ers and the homes that were built were
to the owner's own particular taste. One
such contractor was Francis M.
Schooley, who lived on Benton Street
in the Berkeley subdivision. Schooley
constructed many of the homes in this
subdivision and in Denver as well.
Apparently he began doing construction
work in the very early years of suburban,
ization and remained active well into
the 20th century, although exact dates
have not been determined. Schooley
was also active in community affairs,
serving as secretary of School District
No. 8 from 1891 to 1912. 28 Schooley
was the contractor on many school
building jobs of the district during this
time. Many Schooley,built homes still
stand throughout eastern Jefferson
County. 29
Community Development. There
was serious talk as early as 1900 of
extending Denver's western boundary
beyond Sheridan Boulevard.
In 1902, the Twentieth Amendment
to the State Constitution created the
City and County of Denver by annexing
the formerly independent towns of
Globeville, Argo, Barnum, Montclair
and Berkeley into the City and County.
The amendment foresaw the eventual
move into Jefferson County by allowing
cross,county annexations. 30 There was
some interest in joining Denver, espe,
dally among booster elements in Wheat
Ridge. However, opposition was much
stronger. Some communities decided to
avoid annexation by creating incorpo,
rated towns. Arvada was the first to vote
in favor of incorporation on August 24,
1904 followed by Edgewater on
November 5, 1904 and Mountain View
on October 11, 1905. 31
The Arvada school district built a
new school for the upper grades (5,12)
in 1900. The seven,room, two,story, red
brick building (now part of Lawrence
Elementary School) housed the high

school, organized in 1899, on the sec,
ond floor. 32 In Wheat Ridge, there was a
grade school built in Berkeley subdivi,
sion in 1897 and a large addition on the
main school building in 1906. The high
school in Wheat Ridge had been orga,
nized in 1896 and was the second in
Jefferson County. School District No. 8
(Wheat Ridge) also built the first
Columbia Heights grade school in 1905
on West 32nd Avenue at Chase Street. 33
The Edgewater school was built in
1901 and enlarged in 1907. It was locat,
ed at West 24th Avenue and Eaton
Street in what was then the southwest
portion of town. 34 Prior to the construe,
tion of this schoolhouse, both
Edgewater and Lakewood children
attended the "Over the Hollow" school,
house near West Colfax Avenue and
Pierce Street. District No. 21 had built a
separate schoolhouse inLakewood,
located at West lOth Avenue and
Wadsworth Boulevard in 1892. This
schoolhouse served most of Lakewood
and remained in use until 1928. Then in
1905, residents of Lakewood established
their own separate school district, elect,
ing their own school board and having
charge of the Wadsworth Boulevard
schoolhouse. District No. 21 at the time
of the creation of Lakewood School
District No. 4 7 had four schools -
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Edgewater, Lakewood, Over the Hollow
(Mountair) and Washington Heights
and covered all of present day Lakewood
north of Alameda Avenue and east of
Kipling Street. The district had been
formed in 1872, but until suburbaniza,
tion began it had remained a one,room
school, never having more than 24 stu,
dents enrolled at any one time. Then in
a period of 12 years, it grew to 210 stu,
dents in four buildings. Eventually each
community established its own school
district using the old District No. 21
facilities until they were outgrown and
discarded in favor of newer, more mod,
ern school facilities. 35 As a matter of
comparison, enrollments in the four
largest school districts during the first 20
years of suburbanization as shown in
Table 1. 36
Several new churches were created.
In the Fruitdale district of Wheat Ridge,
both Methodists and Baptists opened
churches in 1901
and 1905
respectively. 37 The Lakewood Methodist
Church moved out of rented quarters to
build their own $1,400 building at West
Colfax Avenue and Allison Street in
1904. 38 In Arvada, the Presbyterians
started a congregation which met in the
Seventh Day Baptist building after
1904. Arvada Baptist Church traces its
roots to 1904 as well. 39 The last church
of this period was St. Mary Magdelene
Roman Catholic Church at West 26th

Avenue and Depew Street, which
served Edgewater. The first Mass was
said in 1907. 40
Substantial commercial development
took place soon after the turn of the
century, especially in Edgewater and
Arvada. Grocery stores, dry good firms,
and hardware stores were opened. In
Arvada, Grandview Avenue became the
commercially with Wadsworth the site
of public or quasi,public buildings like
the Grange Hall, primary school and
principal residences of the town. West
57th Avenue was known at one time as
Church Street because four of the five
churches in Arvada were built along
this street. In Edgewater, West 25th
Avenue was the commercial and civic
center.
Farming still predominated in the
economy of each community. In each
area, agri,business, like feed and grain
stores, specialized in serving farmers and
gardeners, but general stores, grocery
stores and hardware stores catered to
both suburbanites and farmers. Typical
of the period was the Smith General
Store on West 38th Avenue at Reed
Street. Staple groceries were sold in
bulk, a wide variety of grocery, dry goods
and some hardware items were arranged
behind the counter. Hay and feed were
sold out of a separate building which
formed a wing of the main building. Of
special' interest to the school children a

TABLE 1
Enrollment statistics for four eastern Jefferson County school districts 1888,1889
through 1909,1910.

Year

Arvada
S.D#2

Wheat Ridge
S.D.#8

School
Dist.#21

Lakewood
S.D.#47

few blocks away was the candy counter.
The Smith family lived in an adjoining
residential building. 4 '
Reno Park Lumber Company was
begun in 1891 at the corner of
Grandview and Wadsworth Avenues in
Arvada. Suburban home ·builders were
among the regular customers. This firm
eventually was renamed Arvada Lumber
Company. After many years in down,
town Arvada the firm was moved to
Graves Avenue (Lamar Street). 42
One of the major commercial devel,
opments in eastern Jefferson County
during this decade was the Lakeside
Amusement Park, also known as White
City. Begun in 1907, the Lakeside
Realty and Amusement Company
developed 16 blocks which were intend,
ed for residential construction as well as
a large amusement park surrounding
West Berkeley Lake (Lake Rhoda).
Only a few homes were ever built and
some of these still stand along Sheridan
Boulevard between West 44th and West
45th Avenues.

THE 1910's
Growth slowed dramatically in
Jefferson county between 1910 and
1919. Countywide, the population grew
by less than 170 persons, althouth
growth was greater than that in the
eastern end of the County. The town of
Arvada grew from 840 to 915, but
Edgewater actually shrunk from 713 to
664. Both Mountain View and the inde,
pendent town of Lakeside also lost pop,

35

Annual Report of County Superintendent, ibid., 1877
through 1905 . District 21 had only one schoolhouse,prior
to 1888. Lakewood claims the school was at Colfax and
Wadsworth. Edgewater claims the school was at Colfax
east of Pierce.
36

1888,89
1897,98
1904,05
1909,10

83
118
363
532

70
208
408
401

22
162
194
283

incl. S.D.#21
incl. S.D.#21
incl. S.D.#21
110

It should be noted that most of the enrollment came from farm households, not
suburban families.
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Ibid, 1889, 1898, 1905, and 1910
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Jefferson County Republican, June 20, 1940 and
Wheat Ridge Sentinel, July 2, 1970.
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LCBC, 76 Centennial Stories, ibid., pp. 142-143.
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AHS, More Than Gold, ibid., p. 13 7.
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Edgewater, Edgewater: Four Score.

41
Barbara Smith and Inez Smith Dorse's presentation to
Wheat Ridge Historical Society circa 1981.

42

AHS, More Than Gold, ibid., p. 146.

ulation. The census,takers results for
1900, 1910 and 1920 are shown in Table

62.45 To meet the demand at Arvada,
two frame temporary buildings were
built in 1916 adjacent to the primary
school at 5650 Wadsworth Boulevard
and some grades were shifted to the
facility. This is perhaps the first use of
"temporaries" in any Jefferson County
school.

2. 43

The figures in Table 2 are even more
stark when it is noted that most housing
construction occurred after the end of
World War 1, in 1919 and early 1920.
In Mountain View, h ousing dropped
from 57 in 1898,1909 to 20 in 1910,
1918. In Columbia Heights the drop for
the same period was from ten to five, in
Arvada from 68 to 4 7. 44
Community Development. There
was no new permanent school construction during the decade, and the only
enrollment growth in any of the schools
res ulted fr o m the expansion of the
Arvada H igh School. In 1909,1910,
both Arvada High School and Wheat
Ridge High School had 63 students. By
1917,1918, Arvada High School enroll,
ment had doubled to 130, while Wheat
Rid ge High School had declined t o

The only church built in the period
was Arvada Presbyterian, which dedi,
cated its new building June 11, 1916. 46
One exception to the lack of progress
in the eastern end of the County was
road building. With the arrival of the
automobile, it became imperative to
improve the country road system in
order to bring goods to market as well as
to enhance the image of Colorado as a
place to vacation. 47 In 1913, the City
and C ounty of Denver was undertaking
major road improvements in the north,
west part of the city. As a result of the

TABLE 2
Showing the census of population for various eastern Jefferson county precincts
for the years 1900, 1910 and 1920.
Area/Precinct
Arvada Area:
Precinct 1, Grant
Precinct 21, East Arvada
Precinct 25, West Arvada
Total

1900

1910

1920

312
755

504
951
1035
2490

594
1172
1089
2855

715

717
300 (est.)
408
846
2271

1067

Wheat Ridge Area
Precinct 2, Vasquez
555
Precinct 22 , Manhattan (part)
Precinct 23, Berkeley
613
Precinct 2 7, Wheat Ridge
Total
1168
Edgewater town
Precinct 22, Manhattan (part
Precinct 28, Edgewater
Total

1292
2007

improved conditions, Wheat Ridge peo,
ple began to aggitate for better roads in
their community. One of the chief con,
cerns of the booster Wheat Ridge News
published briefly by Samuel W. Johnson
(1912, 1916) was better roads. A Wheat
Ridge Improvement Association formed
and called on County Commissioners to
fund improvements along West 26th,
West 29th, West 32nd, West 38th, West
44th and West 48th avenues and also
Sheridan and Wadsworth Boulevards.
Although the County road fund did pro,
vide some support, most of the work was
done by the local farmers, who designed
road,building equipment from their
farm machinery. Solid gravel bases were
created for all major thoroughfares in
this community. 48
Another major highway project
undertaken about this time was West
Colfax Avenue. After being designated
a Federal highway, Colfax became a
main arterial connecting the Atlantic
and Pacific oceans. In 1916, work began
on laying a concrete strip through
Jefferson County along West Colfax
Avenue. This was to be a key element in
the development of Jefferson County
and of Lakewood. Whereas Arvada and
Wheat Ridge roads were designed to
carry local traffic, primarily gardeners
and farmers bringing produce to market,
West Colfax Avenue was designed for
an entirely different purpose and it
brought people from throughout the
country into Jefferson County on thei~
way westward. 49

43

Census Bureau. Summary reports for 1900, 19 10 and
1920. Edgewater's population decreased because the 1910
census included people living outside the municipal
boundaries, but living in Precinct 22.

44
Compiled from County Assessor's records, Published by
RED! in microfiche form.
45

311
311

713
713

200 (est.)
664
864

Annual Report of County Superintendent, ibid., 1910
and 19 18.

46

Arvada Historical Society, Arvada: Just between You
and Me, p. 61.

17

Denver Municipal Facts, various issues.

48

Lakewood Area:
Precinct 20, Lakewood
Precinct 22, Manhattan (part)
Precinct 29, Mountair
Total

462

944
544

462

1488

686
342
562
1590

Wheat Ridge News, March 26, 1915
49
Soon after upgrading W. Colfax Avenue as part of the
transcontinental highway system, a new type of business
began to appear - the motor hotel. In the era before
ch ain hotels and motels, these family-owned facilities
housed the travelling public. Colfax had a different type
of commercial development, designed to serve a transient
market, not the local residen ts of the community.
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George Noll's Store at 25th and Sheridan in Edgewater in r9ro. Noll came to Edgewater in r89o and built this new meat market in r9ro. Photo courtesy of the
Jefferson Onlnty Historical Society.

The automobile was becoming an
important part of community life. For
the gardeners, it provided easier access
from their farms to the City Market,
located at West Colfax Avenue and
Speer Boulevard. For the tourist it was
possible to see the grandeur of
Colorado's high country in a much more
personal way than possible on the train.
But the main importance of the auto~
mobile was for the suburban commuter.
In the 1890's Denver developed a
series of street car lines that served all
parts of the city and even some of
today's suburbs. Generally, however, the
street car lines ended with the city lim~
its. This meant that anyone living out~
side the City and County of Denver was
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without mass transportation unless they
could get to the end of the line some~
how. With the advent of the automo~
bile, it was possible to live five, six, even
seven miles from the central business
district and still commute to and from
work. Besides, the automobile provided
so much private comfort which was not
available on the street car.
The appearance of the automobile
led to the need for auto~oriented busi~
nesses . A. L. Davis established a
Chevrolet dealership in Arvada in 1915,
gas stations soon were to appear, as early
as 1921 in Arvada. Auto repair and ser~
vice stations were soon to follow. The
impact of the automobile on Jefferson
County was profound. 50

THE 1920's
Beginning in 1919, the Denver met~
ropolitan area experienced a second
major wave of growth and expansion.
The first wave began in 1880 and con~
eluded with the Panic of 1893. The new
wave was hoped to push Denver's popu~
lation to 500,000 by 1930 from 256,491
in 1920. This never happened. In fact,
by 1930 there was only 287,861 resi~
dents. But it did bring hundreds of new
businesses to Denver and the resulting
demand for both residential housing and
50

AHS, Arvada:]ust Between You and Me, ibid., p. 89.ln
Edgewater, Nelson's Comer garage is another example of
an early gas station.

business structures substantially changed
the land use patterns in and around
Denver. 51
Despite the growth in population the
City and County of Denver did not find
it necessary to annex any territory in
neighboring Adams, Arapahoe or
Jefferson Counties, although there was a
vote in Englewood on the issue of
annexation to Denver. 52
Home Building. However, the impact
of Denver's growth was substantially felt
in all of eastern Jefferson County. Many
new subdivisions were platted and hun~
dreds of suburban~type homes built.
Again, each of the four communities
were about equally impacted. In Arvada
two new subdivisions were created west
of the existing built~ up area. J. S.

The Bender Grocery Store in I...ake.wod,

1914.

Shackley laid out his subdivision on
Feb. 17, 1923 and Marion W. Newell
platted Newell's Addition on March 22,
1928. In addition, the existing town was
filled in and adjacent farmland to the
east and south of town had homes built
on them without a platted subdivision
being createdY Arvada's municipal pop~
ulation grew from 915 to 1,276 between
1920 and 1930. At the same time, by
including the adjacent farming commu~
nities, the population of the greater
Arvada area increased from about 2,800
to about 3,800. 54
In Wheat Ridge, growth continued
in the older subdivisions of Berkeley
(Mountain View), Columbia Heights
and Lake Side, but several large new
subdivisions were created, like Olinger

Gardens ( 1919) and Stewart Gardens
(1925). In addition, building outside of
formal subdivisions was common. This
was especially true along the major east~
west thorougfares like West 3 2nd and
West 38th Avenues. Using the 1989
boundaries of Wheat Ridge, the area's
population grew from 2,300 to about
5,000 in the 1920's. 55
51

Census Bureau. Summary reports 1920 and 1930. The
"500,000 by 1930" movement was boosted by Denver
newspapers in the early 1920's much as they had boosted
booms in the late 1880's and would do in the early 1970's.
52

Rocky Mountain News, August 24, 1927, p.1

County Assessors Records, Plat Maps "Shackley's
Addition" and ''Newell's Addition," RED!, ibid.

53

54

U.S. Census Bureau. Summary Reports 1920 and
1930. Statistics
compiled from County Assessor's
records, RED!, ibid.

55

Ibid.

Photo coufte51 of Jefferson Count, Historical Socieey.
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The Lakewood Country Club House located at I oth Street and Pierce in I 920. The first clubhouse was destroyed by fire in I 9 I 2. Wells were dug early to water the
golf course. Photo courtesy of the jefferson County Historical Society.
Edgewater's population increased
150% from 664 to 1,473 and many new
homes were built to fill in the town
boundaries. By 1930, the area between
West 22nd and West 26th Avenues
from Sheirdan Boulevard to Harlan
Street was almost fully built,up. 56
Lakewood's suburban growth took off
in several directions after 1920. At West
Colfax Avenue and Sheridan Boulevard
a substantial community known as
Mountair had several dozen businesses
and a population of 1,400 by 1930. At
West Colfax Avenue and Garrison
Street, Glen Creighton hired urban
planner Seco Reink DeBoer to lay out

17

and design his rather exclusive residen,
tial community of narrow, winding
streets and real estate covenants
designed to insure a community of sub,
stantial wealth and social status. 57
Several smaller subdivisions were plat,
ted in the farming communities of
Daniels and Bancroft, as well.
A look at the different subdivisions
shows an increased specialization as
developers tried to appeal to different
economic groups. For example, the Glen
Creighton subdivision with· its-curving
streets was designed to draw business
managers and relatively wealthy buyers
and many of the homes are substantial,

two,story models. The same can be said
of Stewart Gardens at West 38th
Avenue and Chase Street.
Contrast this with Olinger Gardens,
at W. 29th Avenue and Sheridan
Boulevard. Platted by George Olinger,
Olinger Gardens was just one of nearly a
dozen subdivisions created by Olinger's
Associated Industries, including Bonnie
Brae and Indian Hills (located in the
foothills west of Morrison). Olinger
Gardens appealed to people of moderate
means who desired "a place in the coun,
56
57

Ibid.
LCBC, 76 Centennial Stories, ibid, p. 103

try." The 50 by 125 foot lots were stan,
dard for the time. The streets followed
the Denver grid. Promotional material
emphasized this was a place for "people
who want to buy their homes and live in
the country but who cannot afford to
invest in the usually high,priced coun,
try home property." 58 In both Olinger
Gardens and Glen Creighton, the
developer provided streets, water, sewer
and some landscaping as well as doing
most of the actual construction.
Community Development. The
1920's was a period of great expansion
in civic institutions such as schools and
churches. In the city of Denver,
$10,000,000 in school bonds were issued
to build three high schools, four junior
high schools, and almost 20 elementary
schools. 59 Many churches were built and
existing ones expanded. As part of the
"City Beautiful Movement" many urban
and mountain parks were developed and
a "Civic Center" created to house the
new Denver City Hall ( 1933).

Although the school building pro,
gram was followed up by the eastern
Jefferson County suburbs, there were
few churches built and only one park
developed in this period. Perhaps this
was due to the abundance of churches
and parks available in adjoining Denver.
Without the threat of annexation
and without municipal governments of
their own (in Wheat Ridge and
Lakewood), there was little animosity
between Denver and its suburban neigh,
bors in this decade. Suburbanites used
Denver's facilities freely and openly.
The major parks of North Denver were
visited by suburbanites and city dwellers
alike. The mountain park system devel,
oped by Denver but located mainly in
Jefferson County, became an attraction
to all. Denver's public libraries encour,
aged suburban users and loaned books to
the few public libraries in Jefferson
County.60
On a more practical level, suburban
water users entered into agreements
with the Denver Water Board to supply
water to Mountain View, Columbia
Heights, Edgewater and parts of Wheat

Ridge and Lakewood. The Denver
Water Board operated a major water
reservoir (1914) at West 29th Avenue
and Fenton Street with a pump house at
West 29th Avenue and Sheridan
Boulevard. 61
Yet in the area of schools each com,
munity remained extremely possessive.
The rapid growth throughout eastern
Jefferson County necessitated new
schools in every district. In Arvada,
there was a new $70,000 high school
(1920). 62 In Wheat Ridge, a $40,000
gymnasium/auditorium (1919) and
three grade schools ( 1924) were built. 63
In Edgewater, there was a large addition
to the school plant in 1924. 6 4 The
Mountair area became a separate district
after 1923 and a new brick schoolhouse
was built in 1927. 65
Lakewood had attempted to fund a
new school as early as 1924, but the
bond issue had been defeated at the
polls. It was not until 1928 that over,
crowding was eliminated with the con,
struction of Central Lakewood Grade
School. 66 South of Lakewood, four rural
schools consolidated to form Bear Creek
Consolidated School in 1920 . A
twelve,year program was initiated once
the new two,story brick building was
built at a cost of $67,000. 67 Efforts to
consolidate various Edgewater and
Lakewood schools failed throughout the
1920's including one that would have
consolidated the area for high school
purposes only. 68
There was a definite need for a high
school. Since Wheat Ridge High School
had been established it had been the
only high school in eastern Jefferson
County south of Arvada. Edgewater,
Lakewood, Mountair and other rural
schools paid Wheat Ridge tuition to
provide a high school education to
those few students who desired an edu,
cation beyond the eighth grade. By
1932 Wheat Ridge High School
enrolled 329 pupils in grades 9,12,
about one,third of them tuition stu,
dents.69

acquired sufficient population to support
a substantial number of commercial
enterprises. Especially in Arvada and
along West Colfax Avenue. In
Lakewood, several dozen retail business,
es were created. The Colorado State
Business Directory lists a wide variety of
businesses in the eastern Jefferson
County communities by 1929. Mean,
ingful statistics on individual communi,
ties are harder to determine because the
boundaries were confusing. Then as
now, post office boundaries do not con,
form to municipal boundaries. Without
municipal governments, most of
Jefferson County communities were
beginning to lose their sense of identity
in many cases. 70
A major source of employment was
the tuberculosis sanitariums that devel,
oped in the area. Two of the largest ones
were Lutheran Evangelical Sanitarium
(1905) at West 38th Avenue and Carr
Street and the Jewish Consumptives'
Relief Society (J .C.R.S.) Sanitarium
(1904) at West Colfax Avenue at Lamar
Street. Smaller institutions included
Craig Colony for men at West Colfax
and Ingalls Street and Sands House for
women and Fern Hill Sanitarium, both
located near West 26th Avenue and
Ames Street. 71
Other major employers included
greenhouses, cemeteries, amusement
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The Denver Post, May 8, 1919, p. 9.
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Public School Building Program (1928).
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1927, p. 16.
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It was during the 1920's that the east,
ern Jefferson County communities

71

Clipping file at Denver Public Library, Western History
Department.
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parks and small retail firms. However by
1930, many eastern Jefferson County
people worked in Denver while living in
the suburbs.

tHE EARLY 1930's
The early 1930's were marked by a
worldwide economic depression known
since then as the Great Depression. The
beginning of the Great Depression is
generally considered to be the October
29,30, 1929 Stock Market Crash.
However, agriculture had been in a
depressed state through most of the
1920's. 72 The impact on Colorado's
economy was not felt immediately after
the Crash. As late as 1932, building per,

mits were still fairly high in the city of
Denver and employment also remained
strong although signs of decline were
apparent everywhere. 73
Home Building. In eastern Jefferson
County, housing starts remained strong
after the Crash until about 1931 when a
rather abrupt decline took place with
almost no starts in 1933 through 1935.
Lakewood was exceptionally strong in
the 1929,1931 period.
In Glen
Creighton, Westmor Acres, and
Kawanee Gardens subdivisions, lot sales
and home building were brisk. In this
area about 180 homes were built before
the slowdown, about double the number
during the previous decade. 74 This com,
pares with 55 homes built in the 1929,
1938 decade (most of them before 1932)

in Arvada and 67 were built in
Edgewater. However, the Wheat Ridge
subdivisions like Lake Side, Columbia
Heights, Mountain View and Stewart
Gardens provided less than two dozen
new homes for the decade. Only
Olinger Gardens had substantial con,
struction. The story in eastern
Lakewood and Mountair was midway
between the levels of western Lakewood
and those of Wheat Ridge, with 124
homes built east of Wadsworth
Boulevard. 75

72

Nationally, agriculture had suffered throughout the
1920's while the rest of the economy was booming.
Denver City Directory, 1932 Introduction
14
Compiled from County Assessor's records, RED!, ibid.
15
Ibid.
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The Dry Climate Tire Manufacturing Company located on Gzrr Street in Arvada in 1930. Photo courtesy of the Jefferson Ornnty Historical Society.
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There were few new subdivisions
platted during this period, with most of
the development orrurring in those sub,
divisions which had been created during
the early and mid, 1920's.
Community Development. The
1930's was a time of minimal economic
growth. In fact several businesses went
out of business during the period. 76 The
1930's was a bad time for the market
gardeners of eastern Jefferson County.
Market gardening of small fruits and
vegetables was the major land use in
Arvada and Wheat Ridge, and was also
found in Edgewater, Lakewood and
along the Bear Creek Valley. Gardening
had predominated for half a century and
had been the economic basis of this part
of the County. Declining prices for pro,
duce brought on by the Great
Depression was just one factor. Express
rail deliveries of goods from the
California and Texas · areas literally
swamped Denver's market with inex,
pensive fruits and vegetables. This had
been going on for many years, but accel,
era ted after the mid 1920's. 77
The significance of this to suburban,
ization lies in the realization among
market gardeners that their future lay in
the land itself, not in what it produced.
Since before 1889, eastern Jefferson
County land sold at rices always above
the ge neral average for farmland
statewide. This was due in part to prox,
imity to the Denver market and in part
due to access to irrigation water. 78
There was not an immediate move
away from farming toward home build,
ing, but the die was cast and over a peri,
od of 30 years most suburban farms dis,
appeared in favor of suburban,type
development.
The schools had many changes in
the early 1930's. There was not a large
increase in enrollment, but two new
high schools were created, ten new
schools or major additions built and a
raising of quality standards in all
schools. The impetus for change came
from outside the districts - from the
state, from the teachers' colleges and for
the first time, from the federal govern,
ment. After many years of sending older
students outside the district for high
school education, Lakewood and

Edgewater introduced the lower grades
of the high school curriculum in 1930
and 1933 respectively. This was to be
followed by Mountair in 1938.
Washington Heights
and Bancroft offered ninth and tenth
grade classes. So that by the beginning
of World War II, all of the larger school
districts had at least 11 years of school,
ing available. 79
During the 1930's the General
Assembly passed legislation involving
state government more and more into
the affairs of the local schools. Some
laws were directed at poorer, rural dis,
triers and did not impact eastern
Jefferson County directly. Other
requirements such as teacher certifica,
tion had a more direct impact on the
area. 80
By now most new teachers had at
least two years of formal education at
one of the state's teacher education col,
leges. Most graduated from the State
Teachers College at Greeley, also known
as Colorado State College of Education.
However, others attended Denver
University, Western State and Adams
State colleges. 81 The role of the teacher's
colleges in standardizing education was
extremely strong in Colorado in the
1930's and a form of "educational estab,
lishment" became more dominant when
compared with the lay school boards
which had dominated earlier times.
The Federal Government's role in
local education had been almost non,
existant prior to 1933. The New Deal
programs had a major impact on eastern
Jefferson County schools. Despite strong
Republican domination in politics,
many local school boards took advan,
tage of New Deal money to build new
school buildings.SZ
First proposed under the Federal
Emergency Relief Agency (FERA), but
actually implemented by the Progress
Works Administration (PWA), Golden,
Wheat Ridge, Arvada, Edgewater,
Lakewood, Mountair and Daniels each
received Federal assistance in building
new schools or new additions. The
Wheat Ridge and Lakewood programs
were the most extensive, 83 as new high
school buildings were built in both dis,
triers with 45 per cent of the funding

coming from Washington. 84
Local churches grew along with the
new suburban communities. Wheat
Ridge Methodist Church built a new
sanctuary at West 38th Avenue and
Wadsworth Boulevard in 1930 replacing
the 4 7 year old frame building previous,
ly in use. 85

DIE IAn 1930's
Coming out of the Depression, east,
em Jefferson County had a major subur,
ban boom, even before the impacts of
World War II were felt. This was part of
a revival felt by the entire Denver met,
ropolitan area.
As indicated earlier, Jefferson County
had always shared in Denver's boom and
bust cycles. However, Denver's popula,
tion so greatly outnumbered that of
Jefferson County that Jefferson County's
impact on the metropolitan area was
largely unnoticed. However, in 1938,
1941, the growth in Jefferson County
became so strong that Jefferson County
became noticed by Denver media,
Denver politicians and Denver business
leaders. 86
Home Building. In four years, more
than 600 homes were built in Jefferson
County. Almost all areas were affected,
but some communities were more inten,
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As early as 1884 the Denver Chamber of Commerce
was reporting 500 carloads of fruit annually being
imported into the State.
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Wheat Ridge High School newspaper, Wheat Ridge
Historical Soeiety.
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There was some debate over the propriety of accepting
money from the Federal Government, but the lure of new
schools proved sufficient to sway school board members
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Jefferson County Republican, July 25, 1935, August 1,
1935 and October 24, 1935 and Arvada Enterprise,
March 16, 1936.
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86

Reference to local events in Jefferson County was
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siv~ly dev~}oped th~n oth~rs. Northern
south~tfi Wheat Ridge
seemed tro h:av~ the gtefitest develo~""

Also in Wheat Ridge, near West

Lakewood and

38th Avenue and Pierce Street, the sub,
divisttms of Witter) Uplands :and Wheat

ment while Arv.ad:a was the slowest to

Ridge Park dffered about 100 homesites.
These, too, were rapidly built upon,
although many lots remained unsold
until after 1941.
In western Lakewood, 143 homes
were built in 1939,1941, while 45 were
built in eastern Lakewood, and 52 in
Mountair. In Edgewater, only 36 homes
were built in this period, while in
Arvada the number was 39.88
By the late 1930's the County had
created a zoning board and this board
had set up residential, commercial and a
few industrial zones in the eastern end
of the County. The zoning efforts laid
out broad areas for single family resi,
dences with the major streets such as
West 38th Avenue and Colfax Avenue
allotted commercial districts along their
entire lengths. This zoning was ~in con,
£lict witih. ,c urrent usage. In addit~icm, res,
tdlen:oes oonbnoed to be buih along the

grow.
Home building occurred in one of
two ways. Homes were built in formal
subdivisions) several dozen of which
were platted during the period in addi,
tion to existing undeveloped subdivi,
sions. The second method was to build
one to ten homes on land which had
formerly been a small farm. These latter
transactions were not subdivisions plat,
ted with the County Clerk.
Among Wheat Ridge's new subdivi,
sions were Burchdale, Woodside, and
Pearson,Woodside, which were located
on the old Bu.rch farm on the southwest
corner of West 38th Avenue and
Sheridan Boulevard. All three were laid
out in 1939 and rapidly developed with
bus,inesses along West 38th Avenue and
54 hmnesl.t:es south of that main d\or,
ou.~far-~ ~7
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major streets, especially West 38th and
West 44th avenues well tnto the
1950)s. 89
However inadequate the enforce,
ment, these early efforts established pat,
terns of development as well as legal
precedence for types of use that pre,
vailed for many decades after their ini,
tial enactment in the 1930's.
Community Development. Following the home-building came new businesses which began to fill the newlycreated commercial zones.
Along West Colfax Avenue and
West 38th Avenue came grocery stores,
barber and beauty shops, dry goods, and
variety stores and a number of mom,
and,pop service,oriented businesses.
These businesses swelled the number of
87

County Assessor's Records, Plat Maps, "Burchdale,"
"Woods.de," and "Pearson-Woodo;ide," REDI, ibid.

Statistics compiled from County Assessor's records,
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retail businesses in the eastern end of
Jefferson County to about 100 in 1941. 90
Although some of the larger chain
grocery stores created branches in these
suburbs, most of the retail business was
still conducted in Denver. All of the
department stores and larger variety and
dry goods firms were downtown along
Sixteenth Street. The new suburban
shoppers could shop closer to home at
large (by 1940 standards) shopping areas
at West 41st Avenue and Tennyson
Street, West 32nd Avenue and Lowell
Boulevard and along West Colfax
Avenue east of Sheridan Boulevard.
For example, at West 41st Avenue
and Tennyson Street, in Denver
County,there were about 30 businesses,
including three large chain grocery
stores (Safeway, Save,A,Nickel and
Miller's), half a dozen specialty food
stores (meat markets, creameries, bak,
eries), several dry goods stores and
dozens of service stores (barbers, doctors
and even a movie theater). 91 People
from Arvada and Wheat Ridge used
these stores just as much as there
Berkeley, Highlands and other North
Denver neighbors. Throughout the
1930's, '40's and '50's this remained a
vital center of commerce, succumbing
only after the arrival of Lakeside
Shopping Center in 1957. 92
Safeway, by far the largest grocery
chain in Denver, built smaller stores at
West 57th Avenue and Wadsworth
Boulevard, West 38th Avenue and
Sheridan Boulevard and West Colfax
Avenue and Sheridan Boulevard in
Jefferson County. But small groceries
and markets still dominated the subur,
ban market place during the 1930's.
In Arvada there were long,estab,
lished groceries like H. J. J uchem. In
Lakewood, Mountair and Edgewater
shoppers could choose among several
grocers in each commercial district. 93
The schools and churches thrived
with many additions erected to these
structures. Lakewood built a new
schoolhouse in 1939. Mountair added a
large wing as did Arvada (completed in
1942 ). 94
Jefferson Avenue Methodist Church
built a community hall in 1940 which it

used as a meeting place as well as being
used by non,church groups. 95

CONCLUSION
The years between 1889 and 1941
served as a transition period for Jefferson
County. Prior to 1889, the County was
entirely rural, rooted in agriculture with
some mining. The citizens were land,
owners and their interests were entirely
at home. After 1941 the County moved
in an entirely new direction. Developers
built homes and businesses on a scale no
pioneer and few pre, World War II resi,
dents could have imagined. The popula,
tion (30,725 in 1940) doubled by 1953,
then doubled again by 19 59. In the
1960s 105,511 more people were added
to the census rolls and in the 1970s'
there were 138,710 more. The pace in
the 1980's was only a bit slower, but
still vastly greater than any pre,war
development.
The post,war era built upon the
development of the 1889,1941 period.
The transportation,structure, based on
its heavy reliance upon east,west thor,
oughfares, was continued, reinforcing
the reliance upon Denver rather than
cooperation among the communities.
The small commercial centers in
Arvada at Grandview and Wadsworth,
in Wheat Ridge along West 38th
Avenue, in Edgewater at West 25th and
Sheridan, and in Lakewood along West
Colfax Avenue, continued to grow and
prosper. In each community the old
commercial district became the main
post,war commercial hub. Home build,
ing moved continually westward. The
move was not necessarily an even,
steady flow. Different areas developed
faster than others, while small patches
remained virtually undeveloped for
many years, while the neighboring tracts
developed and matured.
However, there were also new issues
that dominated post,war development
which had only minor significance
before 1941. Water is always a key issue
in Western America, but it became a
vital issue in the post, war Jefferson
County development. Access to water
determined how far and how fast an

area could grow. Directly linked to water
was Jefferson County's relationship to its
big neighbor to the east - the City and
County of Denver.
Prior to World War II, Denver and
its suburbs got along fairly well. Denver
provided such items as water, sewer and
other municipal services. But, the
demand for these services was rather
limited, and most of the metropolitan
area's development occurred within
Denver's boundaries. Denver's 1902
expansion had left her with ample room
to expand without having to annex
additional territory. This changed after
1941. There was what was perceived by
many Jefferson County residents as a
dual threat of water restrictions and/or
annexation to Denver. The formerthe possibility of withholding water taps
for new development - continues to be
an issue even today, but on a much
smaller basis than before. The latter the ever,present likelihood that Denver
would annex key parcels of land existed up until 1969 when eastern
Jefferson County voted to incorporate
into the cities of Lakewood and Wheat
Ridge and then, in 1973, when the
Poundstone Amendment stopped for
good all further annexation action by
Denver.
The problems today are of an entirely
different scope. Transportation, air pol,
lution and the desire for efficient, effec,
tive delivery of municipal services are
the major issues.
What has emerged in the past decade
is a realization that some form of "met,
ropolitan cooperation" may be necessary
to cope with each of these problems.
There is a desire among community
leaders to return to a time when city
and suburb could work together for their
mutual needs. Such a time might well
be found in studying the period 1889 to
1941.
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MEMORIAL
(continued from page 1)

Street. Esther attended Fremont, Zephyr
Street and Arvada High School.
Because Mollie wanted one of her chil,
dren to attend college, and caused
Esther to graduate from Arvada High
School in three years instead of four. In
1918 Esther enrolled at the Pharmacy
School at the University of Colorado.
Out of tuition money in 1920, Esther
began teaching school in the winter and
taking college courses in the summer.
Esther found a teaching position in
Kirby, Wyoming and later moved back
to Jefferson County where she began
teaching at the Ralston School on
Indiana Street in west Arvada. She
received her teaching certificate in 1922
and was kept current through 1940.

From 1922 to 1927 Esther taught
school in Arvada, Granada, Colorado,
Bedrock, ·wyoming, Lafayette, Colorado
and Holly, Colorado. In 1928 she quit
teaching when she had earned enough
college credits to take the State Board
exam for pharmacy. In 1929 she was a
pharmacist in Greeley. In 1930 she
moved to Denver and worked at
Republic Drug Store on 16th Street. In
1931 she moved down the street to the
May Company Store.
In 1935 Esther married the man who
offered her the first teaching job in
Colorado. Wayne Harkness was a mem,
ber of the Arvada School Board in 1922.
Wayne was a rancher who owned prop,
erty at 72nd and Indiana streets in
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Jefferson County.
During World War II Esther worked
on the ranch as well as the drug store on
Grandview Avenue in Arvada. During
the next ten years she divided her time
between the home ranch and work at
the Lercher's Drug Store and
Presbyterian and Mercy Hospitals.
Esther became a member of the
Arvada Historical Society in the 1970's
and in 1982 was appointed by the Board
of County Commissioners to the
Historical Commission. After a lengthy
illness, Esther died on February 26, 1994
in Golden. She was interred at the
Arvada Cemetery where Wayne began a
fund to pave the streets of the cemetery.
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