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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
BY: JANE GARDNER
The Jefferson County Historical Commission members would like to offer their
congratulations to Golden's ((revised edition and the new look". I graduated from
Golden High School in 1932 and have a warm feeling about Golden. It wasn't easy
getting to Golden since I lived in Fruitdale and took the streetcar. That is what
Historical Commission members do! They have a sense of history, see that history is
recorded and preserve the record. This past year the Historical Commission contributed many hours to help people apply for grant money from the Colorado Historical
Society based on gambling revenues. Additionally, Historical Commission members
are hard at work preparing a Jefferson County ((Place Names Register". Volunteer
hours are spent making the annual ((Hall of Fame" a success, preparing for the annual
Festival of the West, publishing brochures on museums and the Historically ]effco
magazine.
Another thought to pursue: ((Progress begins with the idea that progress is possible.
Nothing is more false historically than this notion of helplessness. The human species
is unique because it alone can do things for the first time". This is a quote from Lyn
Beardslee, a charter member of the Jefferson County Historical Commission in 197 5 .
I would like to thank all those on the Historical Commission and past members for
their work, and dedicate 1993 in their honor.

Jefferson County
Commissioners
District One Gary Laura
District Two Betty Miller
District Three John Stone
Jefferson County Historical
Commission

ON THE COVER

District One
Jane Gardner
Esther B. Harkness
Vi Hader

BLUE JAY INN

District Two
Sharon Carr
Dorothy Lombard
Ruth Richardson
Erlene Hulsey
Marcetta Lutz
Marie Fox
Donald Ebner
Joy Berger

The Blue Jay Inn is located in Buffalo Creek in the mountains of southwestern
Jefferson County. Originally, the Blue Jay Inn was two separate hotels, the two-story
structures were moved together, forming a T -shaped building. The Inn, first owned by
Joseph Bailey, has been operating since 1880 as either an Inn or Bed and Breakfast.
(continued on page r8)
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The Blue jay Inn during the 193o's. Photo taken from across roadway looking southwest.
Compare with current photo on page r8. The Inn has not changed, but trees have all but hidden
the east side of the building. Photo courtesy of the Jefferson County Historical Society.

JEFFCO LOVES TO READ
By: Dorothy]. Donovan ( 1992 Second PLace Prize Winner in the History Writer's Awards)
''What kind of man deserves the most
pity?", someone once asked Benjamin
Franklin. He replied, "A lonesome man
on a rainy day who does not know how to
read." Equally tragic is a person who can
read, but does not, except to peruse the
daily newspaper or a magazine. Fortu~
nately, a wealth of additional material is
available in Jefferson County through the
services offered by the Jefferson County
Public Library.
The earliest known library consisted of
a collection of clay tablets in Babylonia in
the 21st Century B.C. By the 4th Century
B.C., the first public library in Greece was
established in order to preserve accurate
examples of great dramas, but the most
famous libraries of ancient times were
those at Alexandria in Egypt, and Perga~
mum in Asia Minor. Roman libraries
were brought from Greece, Asia Minor,
and Syria as a result of conquests in the
1st and 2nd Centuries, B.C. One of the
great Roman public libraries was the
Octavian, which was destroyed in A.D.
80.
Early Christian libraries were located
in monasteries such as those founded in
Britain by Anglo~Saxon monks who pro~
duced fine manuscripts. In the 9th to
15th Centuries, the Arabs established
many fine libraries, and during the
Renaissance, nobles such as Lorenzo
de'Medici owned great personal libraries.
With the invention of mechanical print~
ing presses in Germany in the 15th Cen~
tury, books and manuscripts became more
easily available. At this time the major
university libraries such as those at
Bologna and Oxford were created, and
the oldest public library in Europe, the
Vatican library was founded in the 15th
Century. Closer to home, the Boston
Public library opened in 1653, and was
followed by the Library Company of Phi~
lidelphia in 1731, a circulating library. A
tax~supported library was started in
eterborough, New Hampshire in 1833. 1
The first public library to open in Jef~

ferson County, Colorado, was the Golden
Public Library. It was incorporated on
February 7, 1914, under the name of The
Golden Library and Improvement Asso~
dation. During the previous year, women
from various organizations, such as the
Bay View Club, the Thursday Club, the
Musicale Club and the Progressive Club,
had met to discuss ways and means of
improving Golden. One of their para~
mount objectives, they admitted, was to
provide a downtown restroom area which
would include a reading room and meet~
ing place. They also felt Golden was ripe
for a clean up campaign, so asked the
pastors of the churches to preach "sanita~
tion, cleanliness, and the beautifying of
Golden."
These women believed it was most
important to also have a library in Golden,
and raised funds through donations,
socials, luncheons and dinners. Property
was purchased at 713 13th Street in
Golden for $900 from the Jacob Schoder
estate. The land had originaly been owned
by St. Joseph's Church of Golden, and
the building at one time had been a paint
store. The building, which covered one~
third of the 50 x 14 foot lot, needed
improvements before it could actually be
a library, so money for repairs was
obtained by donations from private citi~
zens, businesses, and various organiza~
tions. Numerous books were contributed
by the people of Golden, and additional
purchases were financed by a library
user's fee of one dollar per year, plus
some tax support by the City of Golden. 2
The Golden Public Library was gov~
erned by a board of seven women, and
was operated by volunteers and one paid
librarian. In the beginning it was open five
hours a day for five days a week and later
opened for six days a week. The first
librarian's salary was less than $30 a
month, but the Golden City Council
raised the amount to $40 a month, later
to $50 monthly, and eventually to $100 a
month. Mrs. Theo Gamble, who had a

reputation for being able to locate hard~
to~find information, served as librarian
from 1931 to 1961. Her skill was reported
on a Denver radio station and subse~
quently Mrs. Gamble was contacted by
people throughout a wide area seeking
information. 3
The public library started by the Golden
Library and Improvement Association
closed its doors on May 1, 1961 after
forty~seven years, when it moved to a
different location and became part of the
Jefferson County Public Library system.
OnJune 21 , 1970, dedication ceremonies
were held for the new County~owned J.
Lester Trezise Regional Library at 923
lOth Street in Golden. It cost approxi~
mately $150,000 and had shelving capac~
ity of 30,000 volumes.4
The Golden Library soon earned the
distinction as a Colorado history center.
In addition to its original volumes, each
successive director added history books,
including some rare editions. Included is
the Louis Arnett Benton Civil War col~
lection, containing nearly two hundred
books which are all irreplaceable resour~
ces for the study of the Civil War and its
aftermath. Another of the rare treasures
in Golden is the Lois Ehler special Indian
collection which emphasises the South~
west area. Railroad buffs, students and
historians are heavy users of Golden's
extensive Railroad Collection. 5
About the same time Golden started a
library, Arvada citizens became interested
in having one of their own. In 1915,
under the leadership of the Superintend~
ent of the Arvada Schools and the parent
1The Concise Columbia Encyclopedia , Second Edition ,
New York: Columbia University Press, 1989. Pages
464-465.
2The Colorado Transcript , Golden, Colorado. Mar. 4,
1961.
3The Colorado Transcript, April 20, 1961. Page 9.
4 Braswell, Barbara A. "A History of Public Library Service in Jefferson County, Colorado 1914-1970". A
research paper presented to the faculty of the Graduate
School of Librarianship, University of Denver, August
1970. Page 99.
5 The Arvada Sentinel, July 15, 1982. Page 33.
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teacher organization, the townspeople
furnished books which were collected by
the grocery and coal wagons each Saturday. The first library was located in the
Town Hall (now a parking lot) at 7622
Grandview. This operation continued for
a while, but since there was no ttofficial"
library in Arvada, many residents joined
the Smiley library program in north
Denver. Money was scarce during these
years, so it became a group activity for
students to walk five miles to Smiley on
Saturdays. 6
On January 22, 1938, Arvada again
opened a library in the Arvada Town Hall
with help from the National Youth Administration (NYA).7 The first permanent library board in Arvada was established on December 20, 1940, and in

February 1941 the library moved from
the Town Hall to space in the Davis Building at Wadsworth and Grandview. The
Arvada library became city owned in
1943 with an annual support of $863,
plus $200 a year provided by the Community Chest from 1950 to 1952. Local
clubs also assisted in funding the library.
For example, the Lions Club donated
$250 in 1948 ttfor the purchase of teenage books to help cure juvenile delinquency." In 1951 the library moved to
larger quarters in the city-owned Mcllvoy
Building at 7307 Grandview Avenue, and
was open four afternoons a week and one
evening.
The Arvada Library chose not to join
the Jefferson County Public Library in
1951, because Arvada had no financial

need to do so-it was already successful
on its own. The City of Arvada continued
to support its .library in the amount of
$3,000 in 1956, and up to $10,000 in
1961. In 1964 the Arvada Library was
integrated into the Arvada City Government, with a budget of $28,000 annually.
6 Lutz, Marcetta Rhoads. "History of Arvada's Libraries" Arvada Historian, November 1991. Page 1.
7 Braswell. Pages 21-22. During 1937 and 1938 several
communities in the Rocky Mountain Region sponsored
libraries as National Youth Administration {NY A) projects. Books were obtained from the Colorado Traveling
Library which operated out of the NY A Library Center in
Denver, and the Colorado State Library. The six communities in Jefferson County which participated in NY A projects were Arvada, Edgewater, Morrison, Fruitdale, Lakewood, and Indian Hills. The NY A did not exist after 1943,
so these libraries, as well as Evergreen and Wheat Ridge,
were partly supported by the Community Chest until it
discontinued funding, and the newly established Jefferson
County Public Library took over operations.

Julia Brewster Douglas seen talking to a Library patron inside the 192 r Evergreen Library. Photo courtesy of the Jefferson County Historical Society.
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The r 92 r Evergreen Library donated by Dr. Josepha Douglas which included space for the librarian, Julia Douglas . Photo courtesy of the Jefferson
County Historical Society.
It employed four full time librarians and
three part time employees, and was open
thirty-six hours a week. With the Library
Services and Construction Act, Title II,
money became available, and the Arvada
City Council matched the government
funds toward the building of a new library
at 57th and Dover. Dedication of this
library took place on January 23, 1966.
The building was fully paid for, with no
bond issue, and belonged to the citizens of
Arvada. 8
A plan to stimulate public library
development in rural areas of Colorado
have been initated under the Library Services Act of 1956. One branch library in
Arvada was started in the North Jeffco
Recreation Building, another farther west
on the south side of Ralston Raod, and a

third on the north side of Ralston Road
east of Oak Street. In October 1951 the
County had started a library at Fremont
School. These rural branches were discontinued when the Arvada Library finally
decided to affiliate with the Jefferson
County Public Library on January 1,
1969. It was then designated as the
Arvada Regional Library. Ownership was
retained by the City of Arvada, and leased
to the County for one dollar a year. 9
The Evergreen Public Library was
started in May 1917 by Julia Brewster
Douglas, a professional librarian from
Newark who came to Colorado hoping to
recover from chronic bronchitis. Miss
Douglas stayed with her brother, Reverend Charles W. Douglas, and his wife,
Dr. Josepha Douglas-a prosperous pio-

neer family. They, along with other Evergreen residents, had long hoped for a public library, and Julia's arrival afforded the
opportunity.
Miss Douglas started the library in a
rickety old building with $25 worth of
used furniture for equipment, and about
600 books, which had been donated by
Evergreen citizens, along with discarded
books from the Newark Library. One
cent a day rental fee was charged for use of
the books. In 1921 Dr. Douglas gave the
Evergreen Library a small stone and timber
building above the Mission of the Transfiguration, ~nd much to the delight of
Julia, the building included living quarters
8 Braswell,
9 Lutz,

Pages 38-39.
Page 2.
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for her. The stone portion of the building
served as the living quarters for Julia while
the wooden west wing of the building
served as the library.
The Evergreen Library continued to
grow under the direction of Miss Douglas
until she died in 1936 at the age of 81.
After he death, the library was open only
during the summer months until the
Episcopalian Sisters of St. Mary and the
Mission of the Transfiguration operated
the library from 1947 to 1952. From
1947 to 1952 the Community Chest contributed $500 annually to the library's
support. When the Jefferson County
Public Library was established in late
1952, the Board of the Evergreen Library
did not choose to affiliate with the County
system, feeling that they could accomplish more being independent. A successful campaign was conducted to keep the
Evergreen Library open the year around.
However, the Evergreen Public Library
did join the County system in 1959 in
order to participate in inter-library loan
services and to share in the availability of
new books. A new library building was
constructed in 1971. 10
Martha Bennett King's Folk Music
Collection was donated to the Evergreen
Library, and is used for serious folk and
ethnic studies as well as for recreational
reading and listening. This music is basically American from the 18th Century to
the present. The collection contains about
250 books, 170 record albums, and 85
tapes of original record discs. All materials may be checked out by the public. In
1976 the Evergreen Library was awarded
a John Cotton Dana Award for nan
enterprising public relations program
based on audience identification and
community involvement. " 11
The Ladies Aid Society of the Lakewood Community Church started the
Lakewood Public Library in 1937. The
church provided the space, and books
were obtained through the NY A from the
Denver Public Library. Since there was
no more help available from the NY A
after 1942, the library was then operated
by interested citizens and associations
until 1945 when the Community Chest
began to contribute $900 annually. In
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1948 the Library incorporated , and
changed the name from Lakewood Public
Library, which implied it was tax supported, to the Lakewood Community
Library and moved to 1537 Wadsworth
in February 1949. It was then open five
hours a day for two days a week, and
there were three librarians who each
received $3.00 a day. By 1952 the Lakewood Community Library had over 2,600
volumes. After no more funds were available from the Community Chest, Lakewood affiliated with the County system
when it was established in December
1952.12
A neighborhood library building was
opened in May 1976 at 10200 W. 20th
Avenue. Built at a cost of $1,700,000
including furnishings (although it was
expected to cost more than $2,000,000),
the library had a shelving capacity of
150,000 volumes, so became the largest
of the twelve libraries in the County system at that time. The Administration
offices also moved into this building. 13
The large law collection at the Lakewood
Library is funded jointly by Jefferson
County Public Library and the First Judicial District Bar Association. The collection, composed of about 7,500 volumes,
includes United States laws, Colorado
laws, cases of the U.S. Supreme Court
and Colorado Supreme Court, and such
resources as dictionaries, form books,
legal encyclopedia and indexes. 14 Local,
State and Federal documents are located
at the Lakewood Library also.
One can find maps and info.rmation on
population trends, economic development, water, energy, careers and other
topics at the Lakewood Library. Another
popular collection at Lakewood is the
extensive assortment of books, magazines,
audio and video cassettes and pamphlets
on health topics for consumers.
Another library in Jefferson County
which was started before the formation of
the County system, was the Edgewater
Library, established in October 1937 as
an NY A project, and sponsored by the
local high school P.T.A. More than a
thousand books were donated by Edgewater citizens. The library began in the
high school, but moved to the Town Hall

in space provided by the Mayor of Edgewater in 1938. In 1943 the library was
turned over to the town, which subsequently appropriated $500 a year for its
operation. There was criticism by some
citizens who observed that about nonefourth of the circulation was for magazines, including comic books," which
they considered a questionable practice
for a public library. Since the Edgewater
Library had support from the town, it did
not decide to affiliate with the Jefferson
County system until January 1, 1969. 15
The Morrison Library was started as an
NYA project in 1937 also. Books were
housed in the Pike Grocery Store until
the flood of 1937, which nearly destroyed the town and damaged many
books in the store. Next the library was
located in the Post Office, then a room
next to the hardware store, later in another
room from which it was ousted to make
room for a liquor store, and then to the
school building. In 194 7 a little white
house was built especially for the library
by W.H. Holes, a retired contractor, on
land and with materials donated by C.A.
Peinze, a local real estate man. 16 This ((doll
house library" attracted many tourists
who noticed the red neon uPublic Library"
sign on the tiny, green-roofed, whiteshingled building, which measured 10
feet by 18 feet (smaller size than a one-car
garage). This library contained 3 ,000
books, one desk, two chairs, a table, a gas
stove and a dedicated librarian. 17 The
Morrison Library received some funds
from the Community Chest starting in
1947 for several years, and voted to join
the Jefferson County Public Library on
September 7, 1958.
The Fruitdale School Library was
organized in 1939 by members of the Sew
and So Home Demonstration Club. The
library was first housed in a small room
off the school auditorium where books,
IOBraswell, Pages 12-20.
11 The

Arvada Sentinel, July 15 , 1982. Page 33.
IZBraswell, Page 22.

IJGolden Daily Transcript, June 18, 1976.
4The Arvada Sentinel, July 15, 1982.
ISBraswell, Pages 29-31.
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6Braswell, Page 32.

1

7The Denver Post, Empire Section, April24, 1977 .

which were donated by the Victory Club,
the Mothers Club, the Book Club, and
other area citizens, were arranged on
orange crate shelves according to school
grades. The library was open one afternoon a week during the school year. Fees
from overdue and lost books were used
to purchase new books. In January 1947
the library began receiving money from
the Community Chest, and in March
1948 moved to larger quarters in a garage
on the school grounds. It then opened
during the summer as well as the school
year, and stocked books for adults in
addition to children's books. The hours
expanded to six hours during the week
plus one evening. The librarian's salary
was fifty cents an hour.

The Fruitdale Library became part of
the Jefferson County Public Library when
it was formed, and the name was changed
to Bonnie Bonham Branch Library in
honor of Bonnie Bonham who had been
Chairman of the Board until her death in
February 1953, and had been one of the
organizers of the County Library system.18 The Bonnie Bonham Library later
merged with the Lakewood Library.
In May 1944 the Wheat Ridge Youth
Council organized three small libraries for
recreational reading for children during
the summer months. One was the Wheat
Ridge Library housed in the back room of
Bailey's Barber Shop on W. 38th Avenue,
another was the Columbia Heights Library
in the Firehouse on West 32nd Avenue,

and the third was the Mountain View
Library in the Town Hall on West 4 3rd
Avenue.19 Using volunteer help and books
loaned by the Colorado State Library,
and with Community Chest support,
these summer libraries were busy. At the
end of the first summer they reported
1800 books had been circulated; each
library was open one day a week for four
hours. In May 1951 after there were no
more Community Chest funds available,
the Wheat Ridge libraries combined and
joined the County System, and moved
into a <~ barnlike structure" at 4429

ISBraswell , Pages 25-28 .
19

The Wheat Ridge Sentinel, July 2, 1970.

The 1947 ''Doll House" Library in Morrison. Photo courtesy of the Jefferson County Historical Commission.
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Brentwood which was rented from St.
James Episcopal Church. Later the Wheat
Ridge Library moved to 7055 W. 38th
Avenue with 1200 square feet of space,
and eventually to the old Columbia
Heights School at 3227 Chase Steet, its
present location, with 6500 square feet of
space. 20
In 1950 Mr. and Mrs. Norman Meyer
donated the milkhouse on their land at
Aspen Park for the first Conifer Library,
which was established by the Conifer
Civic Club. Conifer voted to affiliate with
the Jefferson County system in 1954, and
in 1955 moved to a vacant room in the
new West Jefferson Elementary School.2 1
However, in 1964 the Jefferson County
Public Library Board recommended that
the Conifer Branch be closed and Bookmobile service be substituted, due to
insufficient circulation and lack of funds.
Conifer residents were first aware of
the County's decision by an article in The
Denver Post on December 9, 1964.
Angered by this, Conifer citizens sent a
petition with 270 signatures to the County
Library Board, requesting that the Conifer
Library be kept open. Conifer was given a
six-month trial period to increase their
library usage. It was successful, and the
Conifer Library remained open even
though other small libraries were closed.
In October 1968, Mr. and Mrs. Meyer
gave the Conifer Library a deed to three
acres of land for a library. 22
In March of 1952, some citizens of
Kittredge formed an organization known
as F.O.L.K. (Friends of the Library of
Kittredge), and requested donations of
books over a wide area. People, some of
whom had never heard of Kittredge,
responded by donating almost 1 ,000
books plus cash donations to start the
library. On September 10, 1953, the Kittredge Library voted to affiliate with the
Jefferson County Public Library.
Because of their limited financial
resources, the County Library system
could not afford to start branches in all
fast growing areas of Jefferson County, so
in many cases community clubs started
their own libraries. One of these was the
Daniels Women's Club Library, which
then affiliated their small library with the

7

Jefferson County Public Library in August
of 1953. Another such library was the
Pleasant View Branch which opened in
1954 in the Pleasant View Fire House.
The community of Tiny Town in the
South Turkey Creek Canyon area started
a library in 1954, and in 1955 the Mt.
Vernon area opened a library in the Rockland School.
In 1955 the West Alameda Federated
Women's Club proposed starting a library
i n the rapidly growing AlamedaW adsworth area. The Club announced
their need for books, equipment, paint,
and lumber through letters to newspaper
columnists such as Molly Mayfield at The
Rocky Mountain News, to radio talk shows,
and by flyers distributed by Girl Scouts
and Boy Scouts. The Library was able to
open in the old parsonage of the West
Alameda Community Baptist Church,
and was staffed by volunteers and their
teenage daughters for two years. On May
1, 195 7, the West Alameda Library
quickly accepted the County's offer to
join the Jefferson County Public Library,
which meant new books and a paid librarian. Later the library was housed in temporary quarters at Villa Italia Shopping
Center until the Villa Library was built in
1968.
In October 1957, residents of Coal
Creek requested that the Jefferson County
Public Library establish a library in their
area. The location they had available was
a grocery store which happened to serve
beer. They were willing to post a sign in
the store which read, tfNo beer served
during library hours." The County Board
declined, however, saying they could not
open another branch without active help
taken by a specific civic group. 23
As noted above, the desire for libraries
was a priority of Jefferson County citizens. There were no more funds available
from the Community Chest by 1952, but
in order to assess the needs of County
libraries, that organization requested Leo.
R . Rift to conduct a survey based on
information supplied by librarians and
library board members in Jefferson
County. At this time there were eight
community libraries in the County:
Arvada, Edgewater, Golden, Evergreen,

Fruitdale, Lakewood, Morrison, and
Wheat Ridge. The total number of books
in these libraries amounted to 35,000
volumes, and the quality and type of
books varies considerably from library to
library.2 4 Books in four of the libraries
were classified by the Dewey Decimal
System, but in others the lack of classification was not significant due to small
numbers of the non-fiction collections. 25
Most libraries maintained title and author
card files. All librarians demonstrated
great enthusiasm for their work, but most
were paid only about seventy cents an
hour.
In evaluating library service, Mr. Rift
concluded the County was not effectively
covered. For example, the Evergreen
Library contained about one-third of all
the books in the County libraries, but was
then open mostly just in the summer and
was located in the mountains, far from
the densely populated areas of the County.
He also found there was little cooperation
among libraries, an absence of professional guidance, and a lack of reference
service.
Mr. Rift stated that a pooling of library
resources must be done, and professional
assistance should be provided. He drew
up a plan organizing the eight libraries
into a county-wide system under a library
board, as permitted by the 1947 Library
Act passed by the Colorado 36th General
Assembly. 26
On December 29, 1952, the Jefferson
County Commissioners formed a county
library system and appointed a five
member library board, which was housed

ZOThe Colorado Transcript, January 1979.
21Braswell, Page 43.
22Braswell, Pages 84-85.
BBraswell, Pages 61-69.
24 Braswell, Pages 47-48.
25 The Concise Columbia Encyclopedia, Page 222. As a
librarian at Amherst College in 1874, Melvil Dewey
( 1851-1931) developed a system of book classification
using numbers 000 to 999 to cover general fields of knowledge . He narrowed this to fi t special subjects wi thin each
field, and then developed a fur ther breakdown by using
decimals within each subject.
26 Braswell, Pages 48-49. The Jefferson County Public
Library was officially established in Golden on December
29, 1952 by a resolution of the County Board of Commissioners. William H. Johnson, Charles Hagaman , Raymond
Stebbins, Gertrude Low and Charlotte H . Bradford were
appointed as the first Board of Trustees.

at 17th and Arapahoe Street on the
second floor of the Courthouse in Golden.
The library budget for the first year was
$10,000, drawn from the County General
Fund in 1953. In the beginning there were
four branch libraries in the system:
Daniels, Fruitdale, Lakewood and Wheat
Ridge.27 In May 1953 the Board of the
Jefferson County Public Library hired
Phyllis Osteen, a full time professional
librarian who had twenty-five years experience with the New York Public Library. 28
When she requested a vehicle to transport library books, she was directed to
the County Shops at 20th and Miller
where she was presented an orange dump
truck. 29 People recalled Miss Osteen was
the librarian, cataloger, delivery truck
driver, purchasing agent and bookkeeper.
By 1957 seven more branches in addition
to the original four, became part ofJefferson County Public Library. They were
Conifer, Fremont, Kittredge, Mt. Vernon, Pleasant View, Tiny Town and West
Alameda. Between 1958and 1961, Evergreen, Morrison and Golden joined the
County system, and in 1969 Edgewater
and Arvada became part of the whole. 30
Although the County's circulation
continued to grow at a fast pace, the book
stock was in sad shape. In 1961 Jefferson
County was ranked lowest of any library
in the Denver metropolitan area with
regard to books per capita, as ranked in
the lower third of eleven library systems
in Colorado in its overall budget, spending fifty three cents per person compared
with Denver's $2.63. These statistics were
published in the Annual Report of the
Jefferson County Public Library for 1961.
The Report further stated that with the
exploding population in the County it
was impossible to show an increase in the
per capita figure without a special book
fund for a year. In 1959 during the popular Vacation Reading Program, less than
ten juvenile books were found on the
shelves at Lakewood, Wheat Ridge and
Golden for several days. An article in The
jefferson Sentinel on October 3, 1963
stated that a recent poll conducted of 500
Lakewood residents revealed that 85% of
them expressed concern over poor library
facilities. The article further stated that

after the first ten years of the Jefferson
County Public Library's existence, it faced
a moment of crisis, and what it needed
was MONEY. 31
Money was not the only problem for
the Jefferson County Public Library. By
April 7, 1966 seven resignations among
key personnel had been accepted, mainly
due to "lack of definitive lines of authority and lack of aggressive and positive
leadership." Fortunately, by the end of
April in 1966, a dynamic new County
Librarian, Henry A. Fontaine, was
appointed. It was under his direction the
first data processed book catalog of the
County's holdings was developed and the
card catalog discontinued, a County salary
classification scale and job description
standards were adopted and the Wide
Area Free Library Service was initiated
for a five county area.
The County Commissioners saw hope
in the establishment of a Library District,
or a separate levy for the library. However, in an election in November 1966,
Jefferson County voters failed to approve
the creation of a library district which
would have brought in more funds than
the levy presently allowed from the
General Fund. The full support of the
people was not received-it seemed to be
the assumption that once a library is
established it grows and maintains itself
automatically. To the contrary, library
costs were continually rising; average book
costs alone had increased from $4.50
each in 1960 to $7.00 in 1965.33
The Jefferson County established an
increase in the County Library's budget
from $175,521 in 1967 to $410,215 in
1968, reflecting the Colorado Legislature's House Bill 1502, passed in 1967,
which allocated a higher tax base for
establishing and maintaining libraries.
Federal money was received and matched
by local funds; individual library grants
were raised twenty-five percent; State
grants were increased, and for several
years funds for construction of new facilities were made available from The Jefferson County Public Works Fund. In 1968
the Villa Library was constructed, in
1970 the Golden Library was built, followed in 1971 by the Evergreen Library,

and the Lakewood Library in 1976. As
each opened its doors, the County's residents had incurred no debt, as the buildings were paid for in cash from the Public
Works Fund.
With these new sources of income, the
Jefferson County Public Library entered a
new era in library service. The State
Library formed regional systems and the
County system joined with seventeen
other metropolitan area libraries to form
the Central Colorado Public Library System, with the goal to make the highest
quality of library service available to the
residents of this region. This plan included
reciprocal borrowing privileges within
metro counties so patrons could borrow
materials from any other library without
paying non-resident charges.34
One of the most positive events of this
period was the addition of a $25,000
bookmobile (dubbed "Old Blue") in
August of 1963.32The bookmobile greatly
improved service in those areas without
easy access to any library, particularly
mountain areas and fast growing new
population areas. It also relieved some of
the established busy areas. Also in 1963,
inter-library loans began, with regular

27 " Wh y We Are the W ay We Are." A Policy History of
the Jefferson County Library, 1970-1990. Page 1.
28 The Concise Columbia Encyclopedia, Page 465 . Most
librarians in the United States were trained exclusively by
apprenticeship well into the Twentieth Century . There are
Library Technican course available in Colorado, but at
present no graduate schools in Library Science are operating, after the University of Denver discontinued its program many years ago. There is an Extension Program for a
Master's Degree in Library Science through Emporia State
University of Emporia, Kansas.

Z9from Scratch, A History of]efferson County, Colorado
by members of the Jefferson County Historical Commission. Golden: 1985 . Page 98.
30"Why

We Are the Way We Are ." Page 1.
JI Braswell, Pages 76-79.
32 Braswell,

Pages 87-88.
Pages 94-96. For a short time the Jefferson
County Public Library Board cancelled reciprocal borrowing privileges. As reported in The Colorado Transcript on
December 9, 1975, this action was taken due to insufficient funds to pay the added cost, and it was impossible to
increase the library's budget which was at the maximum
allowed by law at the time . However, in August 1976 the
Board voted to reenter the reciprocal program. In 1983 the
Jefferson County Public Library approved a $15 fee to be
attached to library cards when used for reciprocal borrowing purposes in the metro area. This fee was discontinued
upon passage of the mill levy referendum in 1986.
33 Braswell,

34 " History of the Jefferson County Public Library System" Information Handbook , Vol. 1, Lakewood , March
1, 1983. Page 2.
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delivery service among Jefferson, Adams,
Denver and Arapahoe County Libraries.
From the 750 acre estate owned by
May Bonfils Stanton, developed with her
Denver Post inheritance, came land donated to the Jefferson County Public
Library. After Mrs. Stanton's death in
1962 and the demolition of the mansion
and gardens, development began with the
construction of Villa ltalia Shopping
Center in 1964, housing subdivisions,
apartments, condominiums, and offices.
May Bonfils Stanton's husband, Charles
E. Stanton, gave the rest of the land and
$10,000 to Lakewood as ~<money for the
arts." Lakewood master-planned the area
for civic and cultural uses, including a

City Hall, 126-acre Belmar Park, historical Bel Mar Village and Museum, and the
Bonfils-Stanton Branch of the Jefferson
County Public Library. 35 This library,
adjacent to the Villa ltalia Shopping Center, was the first County-owned, Countyconstructed public library in the system.
Previous! y, libraries were mostly
supported by community groups with
donated, rent-free space.
On March 2, 1968, the cornerstone of
the Bonfils-Stanton (Villa) Library was
laid by the Masonic Grand Lodge of
Colorado, and a weather-proof copper
box containing archival reports, county
papers, and other historic library materials, was placed in it. The Library occu-

pied temporary quarters at the Villa ltalia
Shopping Center until the new building
was completed. The dedication was held
October 2, 1968, with U.S. Representative Donald Brotzman and Senator Peter
Dominick present. The new library was
built for $250,730, with a shelving capacity of 65,000 books. By the end of the
year the Villa Library was circulating a
thousand books a day, reflecting the tremendous need for a library in that area. In
October 1969, the Villa Library was
awarded the American Institute of Archi-

3 5Leonard, Stephen]. and Thomas]. Noel. Denva, Mining Camp to Metropolis. Niwot, Colorado: University Press
of Colorado, 1990. Page 306.

The 1989 Columbine Library located at Bowles and South Wadsworth. Photo courtesy of the Jefferson County Historical Commission.
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tects' Award for outstanding buildings in
Colorado. 36
The Lloyd G. Clements Business Collection at the Villa Library is directed to
members of the business community by
making available standard reference works
and current materials on business subjects. One of the most heavily used items
in the Jefferson County Library is the
((Contacts Influential", which classifies
every kind of business and lists names of
persons to contact for various reasons.
Other important resources in the collection are the ((Colorado Business Directory" and the ((Rand McNally Commercial and Marketing Analysis". The Villa
Library subscribes to over twenty-five
investment services. 3 7
In 1977 the Villa Library won a national
award in the 32nd Annual John Cotton
Data Library Public Relations Award
Contest, in which 150 entries were submitted from various types of libraries all
over the world. The award was for nthe
skillful use of market analysis, creative
product design, and sophisticated packaging techniques in a public relations program designed to promote library service
to the business community. "38
The cornerstone was laid for the
Columbine Library on land purchased
from Jefferson County Open Space on
June 15, 1989, at 7706 West Bowles in
the Robert F. Clement Park, and the
library opened on November 11, 1989.
Formerly this area had been served by a
combined high school and public library
which operated from the Columbine High
School. The building of the Columbine
Library was the result of a promise made
to the citizens, contingent upon the successful mill levy increase approved by
voters in 1986. Columbines is the largest
in square feet (30,000) of all Jefferson
County Libraries.lt cost $4.1 million and
has a capacity of 120,000 books. In the
Jefferson County Public Library Annual
Report, it is stated that for 1990, the first
full year of operation of the Columbine
Branch, that library recorded the largest
circulation figures and patron traffic in
the system.39 A special emphasis on science
and technology is foremost in Columbine, including a current scientific infor-

mation resource sponsored in part by
Martin Marietta Astronautics, Inc.
The newest library in the Jefferson
County Public Library system is the
Standley Lake Library at 8485 Kipling.
Plans for an additional library in Arvada,
at first referred to as the North County
Library, began in 1986, but the Library
Board and the Arvada City Council did
not agree on the location until 1989 .
Since the city was developing to the
northwest, the site was then selected, and
the building was named after Standley
Lake located nearby.40
Ground was broken for this library in
June 1990, but it was first necessary to
relocate the previous ground breakers-a
colony of prairie dogs. 41 A concentration
on materials about the arts is the Standley
Lake Library's specialty, and books,
periodicals, and interactive videos on ~he
arts and arts management are available.
Some of the arts references and resources
were funded by a grant from the City of
Arvada.
While the new Standley Lake Library
was under construction, plans were made
between the Arvada Historical Society
and the Jefferson County Public Library
for the Arvada Historical Collection to be
housed at the new Standley Lake Library
in the room behind the Reference Section. Having these archives in a public
library building makes them easily accessible to everyone. Dedication of the Standley Lake Library was celebrated on August
16, 1991. 42
The only independent, self-governing
library in Jefferson County is at Pine. The
Pine Library is sponsored by the North
Fork Library Association, and is operated
entirely by volunteers. The Extension
Services Manager provides support by
offering consulting assistance and arranging inter-library loans and large print
book rotation.
The Jefferson County Public Library is
a decentralized operation, in contrast to
the Denver Public Library which has a
main library. Under the Jefferson County
system there were seven full service librar-ies: Arvada, Columbine, Evergreen,
Golden, Lakewood, Villa, and Standley
Lake, all of which have equal status. Each

is open 10:00 a.m. to 9:00p.m. Monday
through Thursday; 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. Friday and Saturday; and noon to
5:00p.m. on Sunday. In addition to the
collection of fiction and non-fiction
b ooks, there are newspapers, magazines,
audio and video cassettes, up-to-date
community information brochures,
income tax forms, and store hours, and
s~mmer reading programs for children.
The libraries also provide reference and
information services, microform readers
and printers, photo copiers, personal
computers; and typewriters for patrons'
use. The ·computer catalogs for patrons
enable them to determine where to find
the information they desire. All one
needs to do is enter the subject of interest,
or the author, or the title of a publication,
to determine where in the library the
material is located, what branches have it,
and whether it is on the shelf or has been
checked out. If a certain book has been
checked out, it may be put on reserve and
the library will notify the patron when it
is available. Each of the full service libraries has its own budget to use for selecting
new books. There are also three smaller
libraries which operate under the Extension Services of Jefferson County Public
Library. They are Daniels, Edgewater and
Wheat Ridge, which are open fewer
hours and days than full service branch
libraries.
A beneficial and popular operation of
the Extension Services since 1963 is the
bookmobile which serves twenty-eight
locations; each twice a month. Many
small libraries which were no longer being
used sufficiently were closed (such as
Morrison, Conifer, Kittredge, and Idledale). The mountain service area covers
nearly forty percent of the land in the
County, but has only eight percent of the

36Braswell, Pages 97-99.
37The Arvada Sentinel, July 15, 1982. Page 33.
38 The Colorado Transcript , June 1. 1977.
39 "Jefferson County Public Library Annual Report,
1990."
40 Lutz, Page 3.
4 1"Jefferson County Public Library Annual Report,
1990."
42Lutz, Page 3.
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population, and now receives superior
service from the bookmobile. The bookmobile also serves a few senior residences
and locations far from a branch library.
For instance, there is a stop at the huge
Safeway parking lot on West Alameda
Parkway in Green Mountain foothills
area. Approximately 1200 books are
stocked on the bookmobile including fiction and non-fiction for both adults and
children. Two people, a clerk-driver and a
librarian, are on each excursion. Patrons
may request particular books, either for
the next visit, or by phoning their requests
to the bookmobile phone number at the
Extension Services office in the Administration Building. A card check-out system
is used. On rare occasions when a severe
storm forces cancellation of a bookmobile visit, the librarian often phones the
regular patrons advising of the missed
visit and, of course, no "overdues" are
charged for that day. Terri Bailey, Extension Services Manager, advises a new
bookmobile is being purchased, and is
expected to be equipped and in operation
by the fall of 1992.
Another specialized program of Extension Services is to provide books by mail
to homebound people who must first
verify physical need for the service. The
disabled patron may request what books
or type of books are desired and when.
The material is mailed free of charge by
Jefferson County Public Library to the
homebound reader, and return postage is
included with each package of books. For
some of these patrons, many of whom
read extensively, home delivery is sometimes arranged.
The Extension Services Department
also purchases most of the titles available
in the United States in large print. These
books revolve throughout all libraries,
providing an ever-changing selection at
each location. The collection also serves
nursing homes in the County.
Jefferson County was one of the first
library systems in the Rocky Mountain
West to develop and produce data processed printouts of a technologically
advanced book catalog. The savings in
operational costs were substantial and
enabled the Jefferson County Library to
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eliminate much of the record keeping and
files at the branches. In 1978, computer
terminals with access to the on-line catalog
for Jefferson County Public Library books
were installed in Technical Services and
the branches, and in 1982 microcomputers were installed in branches to handle
inter-branch loans and other in-house
operations. In 1983 a Univac computer
was acquired to add automated circulation services and handle all computer
operations, and in 1990 the Jefferson
County Public Library computer system
was upgraded.
The latest information, published in
February 1992, shows the Jefferson
County Public Library serving a population of 438,430 and the number of registered borrowers to be 212,845. The
material loaned to these patrons amounted
to a total of 2,597,083 items (books for
adults and children) and miscellaneous
items such as audio and video cassettes
and compact disks). All the branch libraries have large magazine and newspaper
collections which stay in the libraries so
that current and back issues are always
available. Recent issues are kept on
shelves, and prior years are on microform.
The Jefferson County Public Library
has 216 librarians and clerks (salaried
employees), plus (!pages" and volunteers.
Prior to the 1986 mill levy increase, there
were 98 salaried employees. The Administration Building has its own printing
shop which furnishes information pamphlets to each library for distribution,
indicating services, circulation information, special programs, and a calendar of
monthly events at each location. There is
a room in the Administration Building to
repair old and valuable editions. Minor
repairs and cleaning to most books is
accomplished at each library, much of it
by "pages" and volunteers.
In 1989 a building at 38th and Moore
(formerly the Red Barn) was renovated to
house the Technical Services Department.
Under this Department are the Acquisitions Unit, cataloging, data base maintenance units, computer operations, and
the Ancillary Unit (responsible for final
preparation of new materials and all
deliveries to branches.)

The income from library fines for
overdue books is no small matter. The
actual amount collected for 1990 was
$175,000, and for 1991 was $218,225.
Theft of books from libraries has been a
serious problem for many years. According to the Lakewood Sentinel on July 8,
1982, the high-interest, heavy-damaged
material such as cookbooks, psychology,
language, building technology books and
reference materials had high theft rates.
Security and electronic book detection
systems have now greatly alleviated the
theft problem.
William A. Knott, the Library Director of the Jefferson County Public Library,
came here in 1971 from a similar position
in Hutchinson, Kansas. There has been
much growth and improvement in the
County Library system since his arrival.
One of the most impressive events
occurred in November 1986 when Jefferson County Library Service in the Year
2000," a comprehensive long-term plan
prepared in 1985 by Maryanne Brush,
Assistant to the Director, had been presented to Jefferson County citizens. Mr.
Knott believes support from the people
came because they were willing to pay for
improvement in existing library services.
On January 4, 1987, The Denver Post
reported some of the exciting changes
that were made in Jefferson County
Libraries as a result of the mill levy
increase. The libraries started opening
every day of the week, including Sunday
afternoon, which is especially popular
with patrons. The Denver Post further
stated that the tax increase more than
doubled the $400,000 budget for new
books and visual materials. Mr. Knott
says that Jefferson County still does not
have a per capita expenditure as high as
Denver County, but Jeffco is in the midrange of all the metro counties. For the
future, plans are near completion for a
new library near Evergreen which will
open in 1993 at the same general location.
The present library will then house
County offices which must move from
their old location. Mr. Knott says that the
Jefferson County Public Library has no
plans for any additional branch libraries,
but the older facilities built twenty or
(continued on page r 7)

THE BOSTON COMPANY FlAG
By: Dennis L. Potter
In the summer of 1859, as tensions
grew over the issue of Civil War, Hiram
Pitt Bennett came to Golden City and
purchased town lots to build his home
and start a business. Bennett did not stay
long in Golden City, opting to move to
Denver City where he felt his future in
law would best be served. However, while
in Golden City, Bennett became friends
with George West who shared Bennett's
love for the Union. George West had
demonstrated his Union sympathies by
unfurling the red, white and blue of Old
Glory atop the stone house of his Boston
Company Building.
In the fall of 1859 Bennett moved with
his wife to Denver City and successfully
began a career in law, establishing a system of courts for Denver City and the
new Territory. Bennett retained his ties
with Golden City by retaining his unimproved town lots.
In January of 1861, Wallingford and
Murphy, the proprietors of a large log
building with goods and merchandise
located on Larimer Street near the Platte
River in Denver City raised a Rebel flag
atop their store. The Confederate flag
remained aloft for only a short while
when twenty pro-Union sympathizers,
including Bennett, gathered at the corner
of Fifteenth and Larimer discussing how
the flag should be removed. Bennett described the southern banner as "a cheap,
dirty white cloth with a dark figure of
some kind in the middle. We were not
near enough to make out just what it was,
but took it for a snaked coiled, ready to
strike."
The assembly of Lincoln supporters
sent "a committee" to the Wallingford
Store to bid the owners to take down the
offensive Rebel flag. Not long thereafter,
the Rebel flag came down. However, this
incident fueled Rebel talk on the streets
of Denver City. The pro-Union men felt
the need to stir patriotic sympathies in
Denver City in case of an armed conflict
and feared somewhat of the extent of

southern support in the region. The group
decided to hold a "counter demonstration" , similar to the one hoisted by Wal-

lingford and Murphy, in order to determine the extent of Union support in

(continued on page I 7)

_Captain George West (left) of the 2nd Colorado Cavalry with his brother-in-law, Joseph T.
Boyd of Golden. Boyd served as Regimental Commissary Sergeant for six months in I 863 for the
2nd Colorado Infantry. Photo courtesy of Golden Pioneer Museum.
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HALL OF FAME

1992 AWARD WINNER
SARA L. (SANDY) CRAIN
Historian, Museum Director, Homemaker, Volunteer
Sara Louise Goodwell became "Sandy"
very early in life, thanks to the teasing of
two brothers. She was born July 19,
192 7, lost her parents when a teenager,
and married her wartime sweetheart Dick
Crain, shortly after attending college.
They had two children, Linda and Don.
In 1973, history took over her life. She
was a founder of the Jefferson County
Historical Society, and a member of its
first Board of Directors. She became its

second President. She also helped to
found and was appointed to the first Jefferson County Historical Commission.
She was elected its chairman in 1982, and
served for several years as its treasurer.
Sandy researched the history of and
successfully wrote the application for the
Evergreen Episcopalian Conference
National Historic District.
She was a driving force in the effort to
persuade Jefferson County Open Space

to purchase the Hi wan Homestead in
Evergreen as a County historical facility.
She became a member of the staff as
Administrative Assistant in 1977. Sandy
became the Curator of Collections as the
staff increased, and directed the total
operation of the museum for the last
five years of her life as Museum
Administrator. She retired for reasons of
health in February of 1992. Sandy died
June 12, 1992.

HALL OF FAME

1992 AWARD WINNER
CAROL KARLIN
Community Acdvlst
Born on April22, 1933 in Los Angeles,
California, Carol moved to Jefferson
County with her family in 1960. She has
lived here ever since, with the exception
of three years when her whole family
lived in West Berlin while her husband
was teaching at a German bilingual school.
Carol joined the Jeffco League of
Women Voters in 1961 and became an
active and effective advocate for lowincome housing, migrant labor, land use,
national security and open space.
By 1971 Carol had become increasingly chagrined at the unbridled growth in
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the County, and the lack of concern for
preserving open space. She presented to
the League her idea of a Yz cent sales tax to
purchase open space lands. She also
formed PLAN Jeffco, a citizens' open
space group which is still active today.
Together they persuaded the County
Commissioners to place the item on the
ballot, and in 1972 the sales tax passed by
a wide margin. Since then over $83 million in revenue has been generated and
approximately 25,000 acres of open space
has been purchased for the enjoyment of
Jefferson County residents in perpetuity.

Carol served on the Jeffco Human
Relations Council which led to the formation of the Jeffco Action Center. She
was appointed to the Rocky Flats Action
Committee, and was nominated "Woman
of the Year" by a local bank. In 1978 the
National Association of Counties gave
her an Annual Friends of Recreation
award as a citizen activist volunteer. In
1987 the City of Lakewood chose her as
one of the sixty ((Women Who Made a
Difference" in Colorado.
She was elected to the Jefferson County
Hall of Fame in 1992.

THOMAS L. GOLDEN:
LEitERS FROM THE MINES
In the fall of 1858 Thomas Golden
arrived at a place east of the table mountains and west of Cherry Creek on the
Vasquez with George Jackson and James
Saunders and opened up new placer
mines. From here he wrote the following
letters:
" I send you a specimen of our gold,
which I dug myself. I have discovered
new mines, twelve mines from Cherry
Creek, on a creek called Clear Creek.
The creek empties into South Platte,
ten miles below where Cherry Creek
empties into the Platte.
There are at this time fifty-three
men at work at these mines, who average from $4 to $10 per day. Several
old miners are at work in the mines.
They say they are sati~fied these mines
are as good as any of the mines in
California. We have prospected ten
miles square. It will all pay wages by
bringing water to it. We have organized a company of one hundred and
begun a ditch, which we will complete
by spring. It will afford plenty of water
to work all the dry diggings."
Thomas Golden remained in the area
east of the Table Mountains until just
after Christmas of 1858 when he decided
to move further west to a camp on the
north bank of Clear Creek (now located
at West 44th Avenue and Mcintyre
Street). On January 6, 1859 he wrote this
letter:
((I am in the gold country near
Cherry Creek, and I assure you there is
gold here, and plenty of it. I have discovered mines that will pay $20 per
day; I have not mined much yet, on
account of the weather being too cold
to work, but am preparing sluice
lumber to commence operations early
in the spring.

S.S.C. Curtis, formerly of your city,
is here. We have a claim in partnership, one of the best that has been
discovered . Game is in great abundance. I have killed fifty-four deer, six
mountain sheep, and a large panther.
The Indians are thick here. We
apprehend danger from them. They
have sent us word by some of their
chiefs, to quit their country, but we
think we can stand them a rub, as we
have 700 white men here. We have
laid out a town by the name of Arapahoe City, after the aborigines. We have
also laid off a mining precinct, ten
miles square, of which I have been
elected recorder.''
On July 16, 1858 the following letter
was published in the Nebraska City N ews
written by Thomas Golden on June 23 ,
1859. Thomas Golden had already settled
on land people were calling Golden Gate
City and during this month Thomas
claimed 1,280 acres of land as a town site.
The following letter needs to be read in
light of Thomas Golden now wanting to
lure emigrants to Colorado. At the time
he wrote this letter, Thomas was a businessman and not a miner.
"I presume you have heard discouraging news from here lately by men
that have not reached the mines, that
have got discouraged and turned back,
and turned others back that no doubt
would have got here and at this time
been making money.
I am in the mines called Gregory's
Diggins, 30 miles in the mountains on
a small tributary stream of Vasquez
Fork, about 42 miles west of where
Cherry Creek empties into Platte River.
We are working in what is called

(leads' [veins or lodes] running through
the Mountains, whose (leads' are among
the quartz rock and average two feet in
width and are from one to three miles
in length. Some men are here taking
out three hundred dollars to the sluice,
others not so much; it is reported
among the miners here that the Illinois
Company is taking out of the sluice an
average of five hundred dollars. The
men here are generally satisfied to stay
and work. There are a great many purchasing claims on these heavy (leads'
and pay weekly as they take it out.
They generally make a contract to pay
half they take out every week until the
claim is paid for. The thought of climbing through the Rocky Mountains 30
miles to get to the mines send a great
many back after they reach the base of
the Mountains. All we have to say to
the returning emigrant to the States is
to stay in the States, and we will bring
the gold there. We ask no one to come
and would have been glad had they
stayed at home. We were getting our
supplies from [New] Mexico before
the Spring emigration got here and
were satisfied that we would make our
fortune by fall, and return to the
States, but the men that has been
humbuged so are crowding us now and
in fact are making the most money.
Yours,
Thomas L. Golden" 1

1The Historical Commission will continue to publish
information regarding Thomas L. Golden in an effort to
research his ro le in the history of the Golden area as well as
Jefferson County.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
DRYING WET BOOKS·· AND RECORDS
Courtesy of the Colorado Preservation Alliance

There are currently five ways to dry
wet books and records. All have under~
gone at least minimal testing under emer~
gency conditions; several have been used
extensively. These are described to assist
you in making the best choice given your
circumstances: cause of damage, level of
damage, numbers involved, rarity/scar~
city, personnel available, budget availa~
ble, drying service available. Advice from
a conservator or preservation administra~
tor experienced in disaster recovery can
be helpful before making the final selec~
tion(s). Successful recovery operations
have proven that it is less expensive to dry
original collections than to replace them,
even if they are replaceable.
It is important to understand that no
drying method restores wet materials.
They will never be in better condition
than they are when drying begins. If time
must be taken to make critical decisions,
wet books and records should be frozen
to reduce physical distortion and biologi~
cal contamination while decisions are
made.
AIR DRYING. Air drying is the most
common method of dealing with wet
books and records. It can be employed
for one item or many, but is most suitable
for small numbers of damp or slightly wet
books and documents. Because it requires
no special equipment, it is often seen as an
inexpensive method of drying. But it is
extremely labor~intensive, can occupy a
great deal of space, and can result in badly
distorted bindings and textblocks. It is
seldom successful for drying bound,
coated paper. Book and paper conserva~
tors should always be consulted for the
drying of rare or unique materials. They
may choose to air dry items or may sug~
gest one of the other alternatives.
Wet records may be air dried if care is
taken to follow guidelines suggested by
preservation experts. The technique is
most suitable for small numbers of records
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that are damp or water~damaged only
around the edges. If there are hundreds of
single pages, or if the water damage is
severe , other methods of drying will be
more satisfactory and cost~effective.
Stacks of documents on coated, or shiny,
paper must be separated immediately to
prevent adhesion, or they must be frozen
to await a later drying decision. Care must
be taken with water~soluble inks as well.
Records with running or blurred inks
should be frozen immediately to preserve
the written record. After drying, conser~
vators can be contacted for advice and
assistance.
If records must be air dried, the follow~
ing steps will help achieve satisfactory
results. Wet paper is extremely fragile
and easily torn or damaged, so care must
be exercised. Once wet, records will never
look the same, and at least some cockling
or distortion should be expected.
1. Secure a clean, dry environment
where the temperature and humidity are
as low as possible. The temperature must
be below 70 degrees and the humidity
below 50 degrees or mold will probably
develop and distortion will be extreme.
2. Keep the air moving at all times using
fans in the drying area. This will accelerate
the drying process and discourage the
growth of mold. If materials are dried
outside, remember that prolonged expo~
sure to direct sunlight many fade inks and
acccelerate the aging of paper. Be aware
that breezes can blow away single records.
Train fans into the air and away from the
drying records.
3. Single leaves can be laid out on
tables, floors, and other flat surfaces pro~
tected if necessary by paper towels or
clean, unprinted newsprint. Or clothes
lines may be strung close together and
records laid across them for dr~ing.
4. If records are printed on coated
}Japer, they must be separated from one
another to prevent them from sticking

together. This is a tedious process, which
requires skill and patience. Practice ahead
of time will prove wise. Place a piece of
polyester film on the stack of records.
Rub it gently down on the top document.
Then slowly lift the film while at the same
time peeling off the top sheet. Hang the
polyester film up to dry on the clothesline
using clothespins. As the record dries, it
will separate from the surface of the film.
Before it falls, remove it and allow it to
finish drying on a flat surface.
5. Once dry, records may be rehoused
in clean folders and boxes. Or they may
be photocopied or reformatted on
microfilm or fiche. Dried records will
always occupy more space than ones
that have not been water damaged.
DEHUMIDIFICATION. This is the
newest method to gain credibility in the
library and archival world, although it has
been used for many years to dry out
buildings and the holds of ships. Large,
commercial dehumidifiers are brought
into the facility with all collections, equip~
ment, and furnishings left in place.
Temperature and humidity can be care~
fully controlled to specifications. Addi~
tional testing is being undertaken, but the
technique is certainly successful for damp
or moderately wet books, even those with
coated paper, as long as the process is
initiated before swelling and adhesion
have taken place. The number of items is
limited only by the amount of equipment
available and the expertise of the equip~
ment operators. This method has the
advantage ofleaving the materials in place
on the shelves and in storage boxes, elim~
inating the costly step of removal to a
freezer or vacuum chamber.
FREEZER DRYING. Books and
records that are only damp or moderately
wet may be dried successfully in a self~
defrosting blast freezer if left there long
enough. Materials should be placed in the
freezer as soon as possible after water

damage. Books will dry best if their bindings are supported firmly to inhibit initial
swelling. The equipment should have the
capacity to freeze very quickly, and
temperatures must be below -10 degrees
F to reduce distortion and to facilitate
drying. Documents may be placed in the
freezer in stacks or may be spread out for
faster drying. Expect this method to take
from several weeks to several months,
depending upon the temperature of the
freezer and the extent of the water damage. However, caution is advised: with
this method leaves of coated paper may
adhere to one another.

VACUUM THERMAL DRYING.
Books and records may be dried in a
vacuum thermal drying chamber into
which they are placed either wet or frozen. The vacuum is drawn, heat is introduced, and the materials are dried above
32 degrees F. This means that the materials stay wet while they dry. It is a very
acceptable manner of drying wet records,
but often produces extreme distortion in
books, and almost always causes blocking

(adhesion) of coated paper. For large
quantities of materials it is easier than air
drying, and almost always more costeffective. However, extensive rebinding
or recasing of books should be expected.
This method is a solution for materials
that have suffered extensive water damage.
VACUUM FREEZE DRYING. This
process calls for very sophisticated equipment and is especially suitable for large
numbers of very wet books and records
as well as for coated paper. Books and
records are placed frozen into a vacuum
chamber. The vacuum is pulled, a source
of heat introduced, and the collections
are dried at a temperature below 32
degrees F. The physical process known as
sublimation takes place, that is, ice crystals vaporize without melting. This means
that there is no additional swelling or distortion beyond that incurred before the
materials were placed in the chamber.
Coated paper will dry well if it has been
frozen or placed in the chamber within six
hours after getting wet. Otherwise it may
well be lost. Rare and unique materials

can be dried successfully this way, but
leathers and vellums may not survive.
Photographs should not be vacuum
freeze-dried unless no other possibility
exists. Consult a photographic conservator.
Although this method may initially
appear to be more expensive due to the
equipment required, the results are often
so satisfactory that additional funds for
rebinding are not necessary, and mud,
dirt and/ or soot is lifted to the surface,
making cleaning less time consuming. If
only a few books are dried, vacuum freeze
drying can indeed be expensive. However, companies that offer this service are
often willing to dry one client's small
group of books with another client's
larger group, thus reducing the per-book
cost and making the process affordable
when only a few books need to be dried. 1

1Reprinted with permission from the " Colorado Preservation Alert", December 1992, Vol. 2, No.4. Colorado
Archives, 1313 Sherman, Denver, Colo., 80203.
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JEFFCO LOVES TO READ
(continued from page

I

I)

thirty years ago, such as Golden and Villa,
need repairs and adjustments.
In cooperation with Jefferson County
School District R-1 , new and proposed
textbooks are displayed in libraries for
Jefferson County citizens to examine. In
January 1992 approximately 250 school
books were exhibited at the Villa, Standley Lake, and Evergreen Libraries.
Mr. Knott stated that later in 199 2, the
existing reciprocal book-lending agreement among metro counties will be
expanded to libraries State-wide, so that
anyone with a valid library card in any
established Colorado library may use it in
any other Colorado library. For example,
a patron with a library card from Columbine may check out books in Durango. 43
A library does more than provide
books, magazines, encyclopedias, and
videos for our information and pleasure.
The material in a library records our past
and present, and predicts our future. As
historian Barbara Tuchman noted, 1 1 Books
are the carriers of civilization." In 1976,
Reed Anderson, a Gofden, Colorado
artist who presented a 3' by 5' painting of

BOSTON COMPANY FlAG
(continued from page I 2)

Denver City. Washington's Birthday was
soon approaching, and the union men
recognized this date as the day for their
demonstration. What better a "counter
demonstration" than to raise aloft, in a
prominent way, the "Star Spangled
Banner''!
Hiram Bennett inquired about Denver
City for a Union flag. Throughout the
entire City, Bennett could not locate a
flag. Then he remembered the flag flying
above the Boston Company in Golden
City. The following day Bennett tra veiled
to Golden City to strike a deal to obtain
this scarce treasure. George West agreed
to trade his Boston Company flag to Ben-

17

the ship ThcrmojJolac to the Golden
Library, stated, "The most valuable thing
in the world is a library card. It will take
you anywhere. " 44 Anyone over fourteen
years of age, showing proof of residence
in younger people need only a parent's
signature.
According to figures in The Rocky
Mountain News , Denver metro area residents have more library cards and use
their local libraries much more than the
national average. About 67 percent of the
population in the six metro library systems (Jefferson, Aurora, Adams, Arapahoe, and Boulder Counties and Arapahoe
Library District) use the library, compared with 45 percent in similar sized
library systems nationwide. There was a
tremendous increase in library use in this
area from 1985 to 1990.Jefferson County
had issued 40,000 new cards the past
year, The Rocky Mountain News reported
in November 1991. Barbara Yost, Public
Information Officer for the Jefferson
County Public Library believes library
use has gone up simply because more
libraries, books, and materials are
available. 45
A part of the Mission Statement of the
Jefferson County Public Library states,

nett for a town lot worth twenty-five dollars the latter still owned nearby. Bennett
returned to Denver City with the Boston
Company flag, hiding it in his bed pillow
for safety and secrecy until the
demonstration .
Bennett sent back to Jefferson County
some loyal workers to find a pole "that
was not too large to be handled on the
wagon." Bennett also discovered a scarcity of straight trees in the Denver City
area. He could not raise his flag without a
pole. Bennett suggested the pole to be
removed from the timber found above
Golden Gate City in (!Tucker's Gulch"
several miles north and west of Golden
City. Several days later, the loyal boys
returned to Denver City with a pole

"The Public Library shall act as the principal information agency for every citizen
of Jefferson County ... It has the responsibility for linking community information resources to other resources in the
state, the nation, and the world." The
Jefferson County Public Library System
has grown from four libraries, a bookmobile, two salaried employees and an
annual budget of $10,000, to ten libraries, a new and larger bookmobile, 216
employees, and an $11,000,000 budget.
There is no doubt about it-Jeffco
loves to read !46

43 !nterviews with Jefferson County Public Library personnel: Library Director , William A. Knott. Assistant to
the Director, Maryanne Brush. Extension Services Manager, Terri Bailey.

The Colorado Transcript, March 26, 1976. Page 3.
' The Rocky Mountain Nett'S, November 25, 1991. Page

44

4

49.
46 The author expresses appreciation to employees of
The Jefferson County Public Library, especially William
A. Knott (Library Director; telephone interview held on
February 14, 1992), Maryanne Brush (Assistant to the
Director; interview held on February 11 , 1992), Terri
Bailey (Extension Services Manager; interviews held on
February 13 and 24, 1992), and Barbara Yost (Public
Information Officer) for their interest and support in providing information for this paper. The author also wishes
to express her gratitude to the Jefferson County Library
Board of Trustees; Elena Grissom, William Howard
Smith, Judy L. Holiday , Karen Farrar, C.R. Spielman, V.
Kay Stafford and Marc Williams.

(!about thirty feet long, barked and dry
and light to handle" from Tucker Gulch
(now Golden Gate Canyon) west of
Golden Gate City.
On January 21st, Bennett looked all
over Denver City for a halyard in order to
raise the Boston Company flag. He could
not find one. Instead he found a three
quarter inch lariat for that purpose.
On the morning of January 22, 1861
Bennett spread the word around Denver
City that a flag raising was scheduled at
his home at two o'clock in the afternoon.
Bennett purchased three gallons of good
whiskey to guarantee attendance and hired
a brass band-the only one in town-to
play quick step music to encourage
patriotism.
(continued on page I 8)

BOSTON COMPANY FlAG
(continued from page I 7)

Bennett lived on the west side of
Denver City in a one room, twelve by
fourteen cabin with a lean to for a kitchen. East and south of his home was a
field. Bennett had his loyal boys to erect
the Tucker Gulch flag pole about fifty feet
away from his home in this field.
At two thirty in the afternoon of the
22nd of January, the brass band arrived at
the Bennett home and began to play their
lively music. Soon a crowd of one hundred
and fifty citizens gathered around the flag
pole. Bennett asked the brass band to play

nThe Star Spangled Banner" while he
pulled the rope lifting the Boston Company Union flag to the top of the pole,
with the crowd yelling in approval. The
whiskey was passed around to add to the
pleasure of the crowd in this patriotic
moment.
Speeches were made. Many patriotic
subjects were covered, including the size
of the halyard needed to hoist such a light
and easy flag, and the number of men in
the Pikes Peak country ready to defend
the Union flag. When the whiskey was

gone, and the sun began to settle over the
mountains, Bennett asked the brass band
to play ((Yankee Doodle". The crowd left
Bennett's field in good spirits leaving the
Boston Company flag waving atop the
Tucker Gulch pole in the Denver City
night. 1

1" Hiram Pitt Bennett. Pioneer , Frontier Lawyer, Politician", Colorado Historical Society, Monograph 2 , z~ .

ON THE COVER
(continued from page I)

About 1890 the Buffalo Park Association
was incorporated to develop a summer
resort area near Buffalo Creek, at which
time the Blue Jay Inn was purchased and
((modernized" by John Jerome. In 1907

the Girl's Friendly Society bought the
building for use as a summer vacation
retreat. The property changed hands
again in 1947, and served as a vacationer's
hotel. It was placed on the National Regis-

ter of Historic Places on October 1, 197 4.
Summer guests may call Katherine Davis
Ramus at the Blue Jay Inn for reservations
at 303-838-5945.

I993 photograph of the east side of the Blue Jay Inn. Note the comparison with the older photograph on page r.
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