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Preservations Progress – Letter from the Board of County Commissioners
In March 2020, the coronavirus landed in the United States and the actions deemed necessary by health
officials was to control the spread by urging us to stay at home, social distance, and wear masks. These
same experts recognized that exercise and getting outdoors was essential for our physical and mental
well-being. With heightened safety measures and precautions in place, Jefferson County Open Space
Parks remained open to give people the outlet they needed to cope with the pandemic and lead healthy
lifestyles.
While hosting more visitors, we have made many improvements over the last year and continue to plan
for the future, knowing guests’ visits will continue to rise. Improvements included new trails and visitor
information kiosks, expanded trailheads that included adding new or upgraded restrooms, and making
significant progress on the Gateway segment of Clear Creek Canyon Park. We also preserved 188 acres
of land, adopted our 2020-2025 Conservation Greenprint and Financial Plan, developed the first ever
countywide Jeffco Trails Plan, implemented new trail management at Apex Park and completed the
Heritage Square (land) Exchange agreement.
We thank you for your support as the great things we were able to accomplish are a result of your
support for open space, parks, and trails. Finally, we thank our dedicated and talented staff and
volunteers for the stellar work they do to protect and care for our precious public lands and provide
healthy nature-based experiences for all of us to enjoy.
Happy Trails,
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Lesley Dahlkemper, Chair
District 3

Andy Kerr, Chair Pro Tem
District 2

Tracy Kraft-Tharp
District 1

Conservation Greenprint
In 2020 we adopted The Conservation Greenprint 2020-2025, a strategic
framework for the preservation of open space and parkland, protection
of park and natural resources, and provision of healthy, nature-based
experiences in Jefferson County. This document explains Jefferson
County Open Space goals for the next five years and provides measures
for success.
These priorities are the direct result of extensive public conversations,
collaboration, and feedback about the value of public lands and local
priorities for improvement. This Greenprint is a collective call to action
to address the challenges and opportunities we face today for a better
tomorrow. The vision for our future is clear: we must all work together for
the betterment and health of our environment, public lands,
and people.
The Jefferson County Open Space Conservation Greenprint 2020–2025

Centennial Cone Park, Amy Ito

Visitor Stewardship & Courtesy
Goal 1

Interact with 350,000 park visitors to share important stewardship and
safety information.

2020 Accomplishment

80,985 stewardship education contacts were made in our parks and in
the community. Outdoor recreation was at an all-time high due to the
challenges of COVID-19 and safety became paramount for our team, our
visitors, and residents. Partnerships with the health department, law
enforcement agencies, and our dedicated volunteers allowed us to keep
the parks open and safe during an unprecedented year.

Matthews/Winters Park, GOCO Grant Trail Courtesy Sign Project, Anne Friant

Information Sharing
Goal 2

Engage 10,000 community members in conversations that will positively
impact our environment.

2020 Accomplishment

With limited in-person opportunities during most of the year, 4,725
community engagements took place both virtually and socially distanced.
The team increased remote learning opportunities and expanded
information sharing capabilities through advanced and creative
technology platforms.

Community Meeting on Managing Apex Park for Safety, Anne Friant

Personal Involvement
Goal 3

Inspire community members to share their talents and energy by
volunteering 270,000 hours.

2020 Accomplishment

An impressive 14,730 volunteer hours were logged in spite of limited
availability for group projects and the decreased in-person opportunities
for engagement. Through a specialized COVID Information Team, our
volunteers supported the tremendous efforts to keep our visitors safe,
the parks open, and the community informed.

Volunteer Project at Deer Creek Canyon Park, Anne Friant

Land Acquisition
Goal 4

Coordinate land conservation efforts in Jefferson County to preserve an
additional 3,000 acres of public open space and parkland.

2020 Accomplishment

In partnership with Boulder County Open Space and the Town of Superior,
Jeffco Open Space protected the 182.9-acre Coyote Ridge Open Space
located at State Highway 128 and McCaslin Boulevard. We also purchased
a 6.3-acre inholding on Mount Glennon that could provide space for a
future trailhead and parking area with access to new trails on the ridge.

Woman Creek Property, Anne Friant

War on weeds
Goal 5

Treat 48,000 acres of Jefferson County Open Space lands for harmful and
invasive species.

2020 Accomplishment

7,902 acres were treated for invasive species, helping native species and
wildlife to thrive within our parks.

Myrtle Spurge, Alicia Doran

Forest Health
Goal 6

Update the Jefferson County Open Space Forest Health Plan and
reduce tree density and fuel sources on 1,000 of our 17,000 acres of
forested lands.

2020 Accomplishment

134 acres of park land was treated for wildfire mitigation and forest
restoration, one focus area was Flying J Ranch Park. In partnership with
Denver Mountain Parks and the community, the project focused on
reducing the density of overgrown mixed conifer stands, promoting
aspen stands, and restoring ponderosa pine savanna. The risk of
catastrophic wildfire was reduced, while both visitor safety and wildlife
habitat enhanced.
More Information

Forest Management at Flying J Ranch Park, Anne Friant

Habitat Restoration
Goal 7

Restore 325 acres of land disturbed by human activity and natural events.

2020 Accomplishment

2.83 acres of unauthorized trails were closed at South Table Mountain
Park to improve visitor experience, discourage resource degradation, and
avoid trespassing. Additionally, more signs and informational kiosks were
installed to increase visitor awareness and wayfinding.

Red Fox at Coal Creek Canyon Study Area, Michelle Desrosiers

Easy & equitable access
Goal 8

Applying guidance from the Jeffco Trails Plan, collaborate with partners to
provide access to a trail or greenspace within a 10-minute walk or drive
from home.

2020 Accomplishment

The County adopted the Jeffco Trails Plan, a collaborative effort between
Jeffco Open Space and local cities and districts to create an interconnected
and comprehensive trail system that increases equitable access by
allowing residents to begin their outdoor recreation experience within a
10-minute walk or drive from home.
The Jeffco Trails Plan

Crown Hill Park, Anne Friant

Park System Trail Expansion
Goal 9

Build 50 miles of new trails and increase designated use trails from 27 to
48 miles in Jefferson County Open Space parks.

2020 Accomplishment

The Trails Team constructed 5.37 miles of new trail last year at Hildebrand
Ranch, White Ranch, and South Table Mountain Parks. Designated trails
strike a balance in offering sustainable, maintainable trail grades to curb
soil erosion in a way that’s sensitive to our natural resources.

New Trail Alignment at South Table Mountain Park, Anne Friant

Quality Visitor Experience
Goal 10

Implement visitor experience standards at all 27 Jefferson County Open
Space parks and improve or develop 17 trailheads.

2020 Accomplishment

Trailhead improvements were made at 13 parks. These include a new
parking lot and restroom at South Valley Park South Trailhead and
expanded parking at East White Ranch and Mount Falcon Morrison
Trailheads. We also completed upgrades to existing signs, maps,
information kiosks, regulatory and wayfinding signs in 24 parks,
all with the goal of improving safety, resource protection, and the
visitor experience.

South Valley Park, South Trailhead Improvements, Anne Friant

Invest
Jefferson County Open Space is funded by a dedicated half cent sales tax.
Every time you support Jefferson County businesses, you invest in public
open space, parks, and healthy outdoor experiences.

31%

Jeffco Cities/Towns Share
$16,999,471

69%

4%

Jeffco Open Space Share
$37,503,482

Local Park &
Recreation Grants
$1,485,000

4%

47%

Land Acquisitions
$1,507,058

Operations
$15,854,858

32%

Park & Trail Improvements
$10,860,010

13%

$54,502,954

2020 Open Space Sales Tax Revenue

$34,132,347

Bond Debt Payments
$4,425,421

2020 Expenditures

Centennial Cone Park, Chelsea Beebe

CONTACT

Jefferson County Open Space
700 Jefferson County Parkway, Suite 100
Golden, CO 80401
303.271.5925
jeffcoparks@jeffco.us
www.jeffco.us/open-space
@JeffcoOpenSpace

View from Superior Skyline Property, Anne Friant

