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Watershed
A watershed is the area of land that catches rain
and snow, and drains into a water body such as a
stream, river or lake.
We all live in a watershed, and the way we develop
and live on our land affects our water. Water flowing
across the surface of land can pick up pollutants
such as sediment from construction sites or dirt
roads, oil and salts from streets and parking areas,
fertilizer and pesticides from
lawn runoff, and bacteria
and nutrients from
animal waste.

Watershed boundaries do not follow political
boundaries. Small watersheds such as Bear Creek
in Jefferson County and Lakewood drain into larger
watersheds such as the South Platte. What we do
on our land affects stormwater quality, and we are
responsible for protecting and improving Jefferson
County’s water resources.
Please contact Jefferson County Planning and
Zoning, at 303.271.8700 if you would like to learn
more. http://planning.jeffco.us
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Trash & Pet Waste

The trash, cigarette butts, grass clippings - - or the little
surprises left on the lawn or in parks by our dogs - - do
not stay there. Every time it rains or the snow melts,
the trash and disease-causing organisms from pet waste
pollute our water. It may not look harmful or seem like
much, but thousands of other people in our watershed are
doing the same thing. This is a problem for the wildlife
living in our water AND for us because the trash and
pollution that we leave on the land gets in our creeks
and reservoirs. The pollution makes it expensive and
difficult to treat for drinking water. Trash and pet waste
is a problem in our watershed and we need your help.

Please:
Put trash in the trash can. Don’t turn a solid waste into
water pollution by leaving it on the ground.
Pick up after your pet. Put the pet waste in the trash
or flush it in the toilet. Pet waste bags are provided in
many Jefferson County Open Space and Foothills Park
and Recreation District parks. Please use these.
Please contact Jefferson County Planning and
Zoning, at 303.271.8700 if you would like to learn
more. http://planning.jeffco.us
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Sedimentation

Sediment is the main water pollutant in Colorado.
Disturbing vegetation destabilizes soil and washes it
into our waterways. Construction activities can increase
the amount of soil erosion by 400 times over that of
undisturbed land. This means that 400 years worth of
erosion can happen during one year of construction.
Increased sediment load in our water makes it very
difficult and expensive to treat it for use as drinking
water for downstream residents. Sedimentation also
decreases reservoir capacity and harms wildlife.
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Stormwater Education
How we develop and use land affects our water. Keeping our
water clean depends on the actions of everyone living in the
watershed. You can help by learning about our watershed
and doing the following to help keep our water clean:

• Drop off household hazardous waste such as oils,
• antifreeze, paint, lawn care products at the Rooney Road
Pick up after pets and dispose of the waste in the trash.

recycling center at 151 S. Rooney Rd. (303-316-6262).

•
Wash
cars
at
the
car
wash
because
the
wastewater
goes
• to the treatment plant.

Use fertilizer sparingly so the excess doesn’t wash off
the property.

How you can help:
1. Follow proper grading guidelines such as using a
sediment trap and silt fence to retain soil on your
property.
2. Use erosion control blankets and revegetate your
property immediately after construction.
3. Allow water to infiltrate on the property away from
the foundation because water that soaks in does not
cause erosion.
Please contact Jefferson County Planning and
Zoning, at 303.271.8700 if you would like to learn
more. http://planning.jeffco.us

The storm drain marking program is a collaborative effort
between Jefferson County, Colorado State University
Cooperative Extension and Jefferson Soil Conservation
District. The program offers children an opportunity to
learn that what we put on the land gets in the water. The
program includes marking stormdrain inlets and leaving
an information card at houses in the neighborhood.
Jefferson County also offers environmental education
programs at the Lookout Mountain Nature Center.
You can arrange a stormwater education and marking program
for your school or volunteer group by contacting Jefferson
County Planning and Zoning, at 303.271.8700.

