What’s happening
in our watershed?
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Watershed
A watershed is the area of land that catches rain and
snow, and drains into a water body such as a stream,
river or lake.
We all live in a watershed, and the way we develop
and live on our land affects our water. Water flowing
across the surface of land can pick up pollutants such
as sediment from construction sites or dirt roads, oil
and salts from streets and parking areas, fertilizer
and pesticides from lawn
runoff, and bacteria
and nutrients from
animal waste.

Watershed boundaries do not follow political
boundaries. Small watersheds such as Bear Creek
in Jefferson County and Lakewood drain into larger
watersheds such as the South Platte. What we do
on our land affects stormwater quality, and we are
responsible for protecting and improving Jefferson
County’s water resources.

Please contact Jefferson County Planning and
Zoning, at 303.271.8700 if you would like to learn
more. http://planning.jeffco.us
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Sedimentation

Sediment is the main water pollutant in Colorado.
Disturbing vegetation destabilizes soil and washes it
into our waterways. Construction activities can increase
the amount of soil erosion by 400 times over that of
undisturbed land. This means that 400 years worth of
erosion can happen during one year of construction.
Increased sediment load in our water makes it very
difficult and expensive to treat for use as drinking water
for downstream residents. Sedimentation also decreases
reservoir capacity and harms wildlife.

How you can help:
1. Follow proper grading guidelines such as using a
sediment trap and silt fence (or snow fence if soils
are coarse) to retain soil on your property.
2. Use erosion control blankets and revegetate your
property immediately after construction.
3. Allow water to infiltrate on the property because
water that soaks in does not cause erosion.
Please contact Jefferson County Planning and
Zoning, at 303.271.8700 if you would like to learn
more. http://planning.jeffco.us
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Manure
Management

Stormwater
Infiltration

Many mountain residents rely on rain and snow melt soaking
into the soil to recharge groundwater and resupply wells.
However, every time it rains or the snow melts pollutants on
our property, such as bacteria and nutrients from large animal
waste, can be carried into our surface and ground water. In the
natural environment, an animal would graze and the wastes/
nutrients would be spread out. However, confining a large animal
and supplying it with hay and feed creates potential concentrated
source of pollution. There are things you can do to lessen this
type of water pollution.

Impervious areas such as roads, driveways and roof tops
mask the surface of the earth, prevent water from soaking
into the soil and contribute to erosive runoff. As more people
move to an area, typical land development practices increase
polluted runoff and decrease the amount of water retained in
a watershed.
While the impervious area around our individual home may
not seem like much, a one inch rain on a 4000 square foot
roof generates about 2,500 gallons of runoff. While it is not
legal (according to state water law) to capture water in rain
barrels and use it later, all residents can do the following:
Direct your roof or
driveway runoff into a
large hole or gravel trench
where it can soak in and
recharge ground water.

To infiltrate larger
volumes of runoff, a large
concrete cistern with holes
is used to allow runoff to
soak into the ground and
decrease gully erosion on
mountain property.

How you can help:
1. Keep animals out of gulches, creeks and other waterways.
2. Be aware that the food (hay and feed) you bring onto your
property for your large animal is turned into high nutrient
wastes that can wash into creeks and upset nature’s
balance.
3. Maintain vegetation such as willows along the waterway.
4. Contain the waste and allow it to compost so that it cannot
seep into the ground or runoff the property.
5. Remove animal waste from the property on a regular
basis.

There are other structures and techniques that can be added
to your property to help keep more water in the watershed.

Please refer to the Programs section of the Planning and
Zoning Web site (http://planning.jeffco.us) for additional
information on large animals or call 303.271.8700.
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