The Jefferson County Food Policy Council held its first meeting in the fall of 2015, with
concerns about the limited use of the SNAP (food stamps) and W C (Women, nfants
and Children) programs and rising child obesity numbers in Jefferson County. n its
formative year, the Council developed a strategy document to guide its agenda setting
and action plans, and created mission and vision statements setting and action plans,
and created mission and vision statements.
M
: nfluence policy to increase equitable access to healthy, local and
affordable food and support a sustainable community food system.
: Jefferson County is a food secure community with healthy food access
for all residents, a vibrant and equitable farming infrastructure, a healthy
ecosystem and a thriving local food economy.

The Council is facilitated by Jefferson County Public Health (JCPH), and membership
includes farmers, non-profit organizations, health care staff, community residents,
researchers and local municipalities. Through trainings and presentations, JCPH has
helped partners build individual organizational capacity, and engaged in collaborative
efforts across agencies, organizations and jurisdictions. The Council has also built a
regional discourse on access to healthy foods, including issues of transportation,
affordability and the availability of fresh produce.

Led educational outreach
efforts around the federal
proposed change to
public charge through
meetings with staff of
elected officials, social
media campaigns and
formal comment.

Received a three-year grant from the
Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment’s (CDPHE) Cancer,
Cardiovascular and Chronic Pulmonary
Disease (CCPD) Grants Program to
work with Denver Department of Public
Health and Environment (DDPHE) and
the Tri-County Health Department
(TCHD) on regional strategies and
programming for sustainable
community efforts to increase
equitable access to healthy food.

Held an Urban Agriculture
Day event at Five Fridges
Farm in Wheat Ridge,
which drew over 50
attendees including two
mayors, two county
commissioners and seven
city council members.

Assisted in the creation of the
Council to End Hunger, through
the Mayor’s office in the City of
Lakewood, which is dedicated to
education and addressing
systemic causes of hunger.
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Supported the W C
Program and Arvada
Headstart in organizing
the Sunshine
Community Garden at
their joint site and were
awarded the
Commissioner’s Award.
Passed a resolution
through the Board of
Health supporting
JCFPC’s Farm Bill
platform. Members of
the Council met with
staff of elected
representatives to
educate them on how
the Farm Bill impacts
residents.
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