Coal Creek Canyon Study Area
Region Management Plan

Open Space

Vision: A minimally fragmented foothills-to-prairie continuum that provides wildlife corridors and
opportunities for remote nature-based experiences.

ECOLOGICAL CONTINUUM
Coal Creek Canyon Study Area consists of multiple properties west of Highway 93, from grasslands east of the
Hogback area to the mountain peaks of upper Coal Creek Canyon.
EXISTING CONDITIONS

The diagram to the right shows where the different
areas of the Coal Creek Canyon Study Area fall along
the Protect/Provide continuum. As a closed Study Area,
Coal Creek Canyon currently has limited areas on the
Provide end of the spectrum. In the future, Coal Creek
Canyon has the potential to host remote nature-based
opportunities close to the Denver Metropolitan Area.

In 2019, Jeffco Open Space (JCOS) intends to develop the Coal Creek Canyon
Park Master Plan. This plan will identify opportunities and constraints for trails,
trailheads, and a resource stewardship strategy specific to these properties,
utilizing the Protect/Provide framework. The proposed management goals and
objectives for this
Study Area
are listed on
the reverse.
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Study Areas defined: Areas where
additional data collection is needed,
including baseline inventories, or
where a Park Master Plan needs to
be developed to address resource
management and provision of
nature-based experiences. Study
Areas are closed to the public.
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6,204 Acres

PROPOSED MANAGEMENT GOALS
1 Explore opportunities for focused nature-based experiences
that provide a sense of remoteness.
Objective: Develop visitation thresholds to inform the Park Master Plan.
Objective: Coordinate with JCOS Trail Master Plan efforts to analyze
opportunities and constraints for connections to adjacent lands.
Objective: Develop a Coal Creek Canyon Park Master Plan to define the
appropriate level and location of park visitor amenities and land uses by the end
of 2019.

2 Continue implementation of resource inventories and longterm monitoring to guide adaptive management.
Objective: Finish natural resource baseline inventory of Coal Creek Canyon
properties, and conduct additional inventories of future acquisitions within three
years of purchase.
Objective: Implement long-term monitoring of Resource Elements of Concern
(RECs) and other priority species, associations, and habitats to guide adaptive
resource management.
Objective: In partnership with Colorado Parks & Wildlife and other stakeholders,
implement long-term monitoring of wildlife corridors used by large mammals
and other species.

3 Minimize impacts to RECs, other priority species and habitats,
and regional landscape connections.
Objective: Minimize impacts to special-status and other
priority species.
Objective: Consider seasonal restrictions and permanent area closures of areas
containing sensitive wildlife species and habitats.
Objective: Minimize habitat fragmentation resulting from Park development
and visitation.
Objective: Enhance and restore habitat within an adaptive resource
management framework.

4 Implement integrated approach to minimize humanwildlife conflicts.
Objective: Ensure appropriate siting of facilities to minimize overlap with known
wildlife use areas.

