Our Vision is for Jefferson
County to be a safe place
for all people to live, learn,
work, and play.

We were honored to join many of our fellow metro area law enforcement agencies as we
shopped for more than 700 children this holiday season! The Denver Police helicopter
brought Santa to the event held at Walmart on Colfax and Wadsworth in Lakewood. Then
all of the "elves" spent the day shopping, sorting and organizing. Thanks to the generous
donations of toys and shopping money by so many of our citizens, many Jeffco children and
their families were able to have gifts under the tree during the holiday season.

Protect, Serve, Enforce

Integrity
Excellence
Respect

On an early morning in December, JCSO SORT members gathered more than 1,000 lbs. of
donated pet food and supplies, and delivered them… on foot… to Foothills Animal Shelter.
Team members filled their bags, known as “rucks,” and trekked from the jail to the animal
shelter to deliver the donations. Imagine carrying about 100 pounds of dog food for more
than three miles!
SORT is the Special
Operations Response Team
within the jail. Their team, as
well as other employees from
the jail, participated in the
ruck. This annual event is a
way for the SORT team to give
back to those they serve, and
Do Good In Green.

From left to right: DC Academy 2021-3, DC Academy 2021-4, and P.O.S.T. Academy 2021-2

Welcome New Deputies
Sheriff Shrader swore in 13 new detention deputies on October 14 for the JCSO
Department Certified Academy Class 2021-3. On December 16, we welcomed another
graduating class (2021-4) with 11 new detention deputies joining our JCSO family. The
9-week academy combines classroom learning with physical fitness and skills training in
driving, defensive tactics, arrest control, firearms, and much more.
On December 10, we celebrated the P.O.S.T graduation of 14 new deputies, one of which
received the academic achievement award out of 43 recruits in the JCSO-Lakewood
Combined Regional Academy Class 2021-2. The academy was five months of grueling
training. Upon graduation, they began field training before they join the patrol roster this
spring.
We’re proud of all the graduates and wish them luck as they continue to make our
community an even better place for all people to live, learn, work, and play.

Rising to the Challenges
Nothing highlighted 2021 better than the final week of the year, full of unique, challenging
and traumatic times. The week started off with protesting at the courthouse, an arsoncaused wildfire that threatened homes in Ken Caryl Valley, and a mass killing spree from
Denver to Lakewood, where an officer shot and killed the suspect after being shot herself.
Fast forward only a few days and we were called for mutual aid for a wildfire in Boulder
County that caused destruction unlike anything most of us have ever seen in our lifetimes.
Add to that, a year with an ever-evolving pandemic, several line of duty deaths in
neighboring agencies, staff shortages, and everyone doing more with less. To all of this, the
men and women of the JCSO have responded with professionalism, grace, and empathy.
Sheriff Shrader expressed his sentiments in a recent memo:
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I am grateful for those who have planned for safe events, for those who ran towards danger
to help citizens and fellow officers in harm’s way, for those who have stood in for partnering
agencies when they were stretched beyond their capacities, for those who have delivered
exceptional service in support of inmates of our facility, for those who have provided
logistical and administrative support, for those who have checked in on victims and coworkers as well as providing trauma response to other agencies, and for the support of our
partners at JeffCom for ensuring effective emergency communication… With each incident,
with each event and each interaction, we will continue to help people. And, we will represent
the strength and honor of the JCSO as we—together—Protect, Serve and Enforce.

Sheriff

1

Undersheriff

1

Division Chief

3

Commander

16

Lieutenant/
Sergeant

60

Deputy Sheriff
Investigator

44

As of Dec. 31, 2021, the JCSO was considered 90% staffed with sworn personnel
(507 out of 566). Three sworn employees were on military leave, 10 were in light duty
assignments, two were out due to a worker’s comp injury, and one was on continuous
FMLA during the fourth quarter. In addition, 31 sworn employees were in field training
in the academy. Effective sworn staffing was at 81%. Three academy graduations
were held during Q4: the Combined Regional Academy 2021-2 and the Department
Certified Detention Academies 2021-3 and 2021-4.
In 2020, the turnover rate for sworn personnel, including retirements, was 10.4%. The
turnover rate for the fourth quarter of 2021 is 15.3%. The ideal attrition rate is about
6%. The table below illustrates vacancies at the end of the fourth quarter.
Staff

Deputy Sheriff
State and
Dept. Certified

441

TOTAL

566

Sworn

Professional

Total

Authorized

566

254

820

Actual

507

217

724

Total Unfilled

59

37

96

A priority one call is a “call for service which is
critical or in-progress, where immediate intervention
is required to avert personal injury, or where prompt
arrival is necessary to affect criminal apprehension.”
In addition to these numbers, JCSO responded to
44 priority one calls of mutual aid in the 4th quarter.

Mountain
Precinct

North
Precinct

South
Precinct
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October

November

December

37

42

48

Average Response Time*

00:09:57

00:09:14

00:11:15

Target Response Time

0:10:00

0:10:00

0:10:00

56

60

72

Average Response Time

00:09:55

00:10:55

00:08:47

Target Response Time

0:07:00

0:07:00

0:07:00

130

137

163

Average Response Time

00:07:36

00:07:03

00:06:46

Target Response Time

0:05:00

0:05:00

0:05:00

223

239

283

Priority One Calls Received

Priority One Calls Received

Priority One Calls Received

*Average response times are based on the time from the first 911 call to our arrival on scene.

Crime Prevention
Crime Prevention Deputy Mark Bybee addresses citizen concerns and shares vital
information with the public through on-site visits, public presentations, tours, special events,
Nextdoor.com notifications, and other opportunities.
Deputy Bybee is a “wanted” man with a steady flow of requests from residents, schools,
neighborhoods, clubs, organizations, and businesses.
The 2021 Citizens’ Academy concluded with graduation
in November, and Deputy Bybee also completed the
following activities during the second quarter:


Conducted 6 CPTED surveys



Posted 8 crime trend facts and tips on Nextdoor.com



Managed 51 citizen inquiries



Attended 9 events, 2 neighborhood watch meetings,
and 2 HOA meetings



Presented safety information to school children at
Maple Grove Elementary and Devinny Elementary
schools.

During the fourth quarter, our 14
SROs handled a significant
number of Safe2Tell reports. One
incident involved a Tik Tok post
that stated there was going to be
a school shooting on December
17, putting schools, parents and
students across the country on
alert. Safe2Tell received dozens
of calls, including one threat to a
middle school in Jeffco that was
thoroughly investigated and
handled.
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On a lighter note, four of our
SROs played “Santa” as they
delivered toys and needed
supplies to less fortunate Jeffco
students as part of Christmas
Crusade for Children. A special
shout out to Deputy Wonner, who
personally submitted 55 of the 62
nominations for Jeffco kids this
year.

SROs (Santa’s Resource Officers) Dan Wonner, Ryan
Stewart, Garrett Dick and Eric Ebling delivered toys to Jeffco
kids in need, just in time for the holidays.

Report Type

Oct

Nov

Dec

Felony

4

3

3

Misdemeanor

47

41

31

Incident

44

35

35

Supplemental

24

16

19

Total

119

95

88

In the fourth quarter, the Crimes Against Children (CAC) Unit investigated 137 new cases.
Investigator Matt Clark transferred to CAC from the Family Crimes Unit. The following are two
significant cases the unit investigated during the fourth quarter.
Cases
Assigned

40

Cases
Closed

44

Cases
Open
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One CAC case captured media attention and public interest due to the horrific nature of the
offense. On October 3, deputies were dispatched to
Swedish Medical Center in regards to an infant with
a non-accidental fractured leg. The four-pound baby
was just six weeks old and had a twin brother. After a
thorough investigation, we discovered both babies
suffered severe abuse at the hands of their parents.
Injuries included broken bones, fractures, burns,
severe bruising, and ingestion of illegal drugs. The
parents, Jonelle and Jeremy Esposito, were arrested and
charged with a variety of child abuse crimes.
On November 2, a 14-year old female met with a 23-year old male posing as a 17-year old
who she met online. The victim met the suspect in the parking lot of a fast food restaurant and
was sexually assaulted. Investigators were able to identify the suspect and get a full confession.
Michael James Dreier was charged with sexual assault on a child and booked into jail.

In the fourth quarter, the Family Crimes Unit reviewed 385 cases: 107 cases in October, 120 in
November, and 158 in December. Of the 385 cases, 338 of them were domestic violencerelated incidents. There were eight domestic violence-related felony assault cases, six of which
involved acts of strangulation. The number of arrests for the fourth quarter was 99.
On October 3, a woman got into a physical altercation with her boyfriend. The victim told
deputies they had been drinking throughout the night when her boyfriend got angry and began
hitting her. She ran to a closet but he followed and beat her until she was able to escape and
run to a neighbor’s house to call 9-1-1. The male fled, but when he was located, investigators
discovered he had also stolen thousands of dollars in jewelry from the victim.
On December 6, a woman reported that she had been assaulted by her common-law husband.
The investigation revealed that the suspect struck the woman in her head and stomach, using
a laptop computer as a weapon. The victim and her 9-year old son were able to escape the
home, but had to leave her 6-month old baby, who was the child of the suspect still inside the
home. Ultimately, the suspect was arrested. He had lied to the victim about his real name.
Investigators were able to uncover his true identity and are in the process of looking into
possible connections to other crimes.

In the fourth quarter, the Records Unit

New Registrations

19

Re-registrations

105

De-registrations

32

maintained over 350 sex offender records and
verified 76 addresses. Per HB 21-1064,
juveniles meeting certain eligibility
requirements are now automatically de5

registered from the database.

The primary goal of the JCSO Traffic Unit is to reduce traffic accidents involving fatalities and
injury. Each month the Traffic Unit provides Patrol with strategic deployment recommendations
based on monthly crash analysis. The unit currently includes one sergeant, two motorcycle
deputies, and two DUI enforcement cars. In addition to the efforts listed below, the JCSO
Traffic Unit also participated in a funeral motorcade for a fallen officer from Douglas County.

Summonses include those issued by the Traffic Unit
and Patrol for Model Traffic Code violations or state
violations.

Summonses

4th Quarter

2020

1,278

2021

925

A speed mitigation grant allows for additional hours of enforcement along Highway 93 and
Highway 285. The table illustrates fourth quarter results for the grant activity.
Speed Mitigation Grant

Oct

Nov

Dec

Time Dedicated (in hours)

0

0

17.5

Summonses

0

0

27

Overall, efforts of both Patrol and DUI
enforcement cars resulted in 51 DUI arrests
in the fourth quarter. The unit also receives
federal grant funding for DUI enforcement
to increase traffic safety.

DUI Arrests

Oct

Nov

Dec

Total DUI Arrests

26

14

11

DUI Unit Arrests

12

3

5

Crash Data
Common causal factors for fatal and injury crashes in the fourth quarter were: DUI,
inattentive driving, and failure to yield right of way.
Crash Type

6

Oct

Nov

Dec

Fatal

1

1

1

Injury

34

37

28

Property

166

145

182

Total

201

183

211
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In Jefferson County, property crimes such as residential and commercial burglaries, motor
vehicle trespasses, and motor vehicle theft are the most common crimes we investigate.
Therefore, we expend considerable effort reviewing these focus crimes that are of great concern to
the community and we continually seek effective ways to prevent them from occurring at an
increasing rate.
The Patrol and Criminal Investigations Divisions research occurrences of focus crimes to
determine if there are similarities that would indicate a spree or a crime series involving the
same suspect or suspects. This research, combined with scene saturations at the time of occurrence,
leads to the identification and arrest of suspects for these common crimes.
Fourth Quarter

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

Burglary

82

100

80

121

78

Theft from Motor Vehicle

138

268

212

326

206

Motor Vehicle Theft

61

92

121

109

120

Homicide Suspect Arrested
On November 28, deputies responded to the 11000 block of Cochise Circle after receiving a
report of an injured person with a gunshot wound. When deputies arrived they located a
deceased adult male inside of a camper who had suffered a gunshot wound. The female
suspect had just fled the scene in a truck, but was quickly located by deputies and taken into
custody. The female suspect was booked into the Jefferson County Detentions Facility on
charges of first degree murder, menacing, and possession of a weapon by a previous offender.

Deadly Home Break-In
On November 29, deputies responded to the 10400 block of Ammons Street regarding a report
of a residential break-in in progress. Upon arrival, deputies discovered a deceased adult male
inside of the home. According to a female witness who lives at the residence, the male had
forced entry into the home and was stabbed by another female resident during a physical
altercation between the male and the witness. The deceased male was known to both
residents of the home. This case is still under investigation.

Car Full of Trouble
On November 11, deputies were dispatched to the 11600 block of West Saratoga Place
regarding a suspicious vehicle with two occupants slumped over inside. When deputies
contacted the adult male driver and adult female passenger, they noticed drug paraphernalia in
the center console. Upon further investigation, the male suspect had two concealed handguns
in his waistband, a third handgun on the driver’s seat and a fourth handgun under the driver’s
seat. Five additional handguns were found in a backpack in the vehicle. Some of these
handguns were confirmed to be stolen and/or defaced.
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Both suspects were arrested for a variety of drug related charges, as they were in possession
of psilocybin mushrooms, methamphetamine, fentanyl, heroin and cocaine. The vehicle they
were in was also stolen. The male suspect has a lengthy criminal history and was additionally
charged with unlawful possession of firearms, including nine counts of possession of a weapon
by a previous offender.

Fourth quarter crime statistics are reported in NIBRS, the National Incident Based Reporting System
adopted by the FBI. This system is a more inclusive method for collecting and standardizing crime data
from law enforcement agencies and is used by most other agencies in Colorado.
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